








It’ll Be Worth the Lake
The Lakeside Green Streets Project has been under 
construction since fall 2016. The long construction time is 
due to the major transformation in store for the west side of 
Lake Merritt, including expansion of lakefront and Snow Park 
spaces, and complete roadway realignment. The long wait for 
the end-of-project striping phase provided an opportunity to 
revisit the design to bring it more in line with modern thinking 
about high-quality bikeways—and there’s no better place for 
such a bikeway than adjacent to Oakland’s Jewel. In select 
locations where mere buffered bike lanes were originally 
proposed, a two-way protected cycle-track is being built. 
Biking south? Have no fear, there will be bike lanes on the 
other side of the street, too.

Bike to Work Day: The First 1/4 of a Century 
The 25th annual Bike to Work Day (BTWD) pancake 
breakfast at City Hall was held on sunny Thursday May 
10. Walk Oakland Bike Oakland coordinated the event, 
with Bike East Bay providing free all-day valet bike parking. 
Since the first BTWD in 1994, Oakland’s event really hasn’t 
changed that much sticking to the tried-and-true pancake 
breakfast, transportation information booths, and electeds-
on-bikes and at mics, this year including Mayor Libby Schaaf, 
Councilmembers Dan Kalb, Abel Guillen, Lynette Gibson 
McElhaney, Annie Campbell Washington, Noel Gallo, 
Rebecca Kaplan, 
and BART Director 
Robert Raburn. 
Approximately 700 
cyclists biked to 
City Hall, tying the 
record for the most 
attendees. 

That first Oakland 
BTWD, held a year 
before the regional 
event started, was 
master-minded by 
Ron Bishop (R.I.P) 
and others at the 
East Bay Bicycle 
Coalition, now Bike 
East Bay. (What else was happening in 1994? Bill Clinton and 
Boris Yeltsin signed the Kremlin accords, Nelson Mandela 
became president of South Africa (May 10), Aerosmith 
became the first major band to give away a song for free 
online; Michael Jackson married Lisa Marie Presley; Justin 
Bieber was born and both Richard Nixon and Curt Cobain 
died. But, we digress.)

Number 9, Number 9, Number 9, Number 9
The ninth edition of Oakland’s free bike map was released 
on May 1, 2018, in time for 
Bike Month. This edition of 
the pocket size map shows 
the locations of Bike Share 
stations along with miles of 
bikeways in Oakland and the 
adjoining cities of Berkeley, 
Emeryville, Alameda, Piedmont and San Leandro. 155,000 
copies of the map are now in print! If you didn’t get one on 
Bike to Work Day, stop by your local bike shop. “People ride, 
people ride, ride, ride, ride, ride, ride, Ride! Ride!”

Bike Parking Highlights
A new bike corral was installed in front 
of Chow Restaurant at 3770 Piedmont 
Ave, where the sidewalk is too narrow 
for bike racks. The 6-rack corral holds 
12 bicycles and augments three installed 
on the restaurant’s site. That corral 
is Oakland’s 28th and completes the 
12th cycle of Oakland’s CityRacks 
Bicycle Parking Program. This 12th 
cycle was funded by a grant from the 
Transportation Fund for Clean Air, a Bay 
Area Air Quality Management District 

program administered by the Alameda County Transportation 
Commission. In other news, Ghost Town Brewing, 1960 
Adeline St, opened in March and your devoted 
correspondent was delighted to see a rather 
large portion of its warehouse space dedicated 
to plentiful and artistic bike racks (see photo). 
Would that all businesses go the extra mile with 
bike parking! There are now 9,955 publicly accessible bike 
parking spaces in Oakland.

Understanding–and Rectifying–Social Disparities
Oakland is a city of contrasts by race and income, and also 
by geography. To help understand these social disparities, the 
Bicycle & Pedestrian Program published the Zone Analysis 
for Bicycle Planning in November 2017. The analysis uses 
geographic zones to examine spatial variations in bicycle 
use, socioeconomics, access to services, and infrastructure. 
An expanded and updated version is now available at          
www2.oaklandnet.com/oak068239. The new version adds 
analyses on bicyclist-involved crashes by race/ethnicity, age, 
and sex, and on bicyclists accessing BART. The new version 
also updates the Communities of Concern analysis with the 
most recent data from the US Census Bureau (American 
Community Survey, 2012-2016).
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Bicycling, briefly . . .



Would You Like Miles 
With That?
The annual Timelapse Report  
was published in March 2018; see 
Maps & Data web page at  
www.oaklandca.gov/services/
dot/bicycle-services/bicycle-
maps-and-data. The report 
tracks the increase (and decrease) 
of bikeway network centerline 
miles by bikeway type (“class”) 
and maps are available as an 
animation and in .pdf format for 
each year. Graphs (example, right) 
illustrate changes over time. At 
the end of 2017, the trend set the 
prior year continued as higher 
quality bikeways (paths and 
lanes) are increasing while others 
(arterial and sign-only routes) are decreasing. 
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City of Oakland Bikeway Mileage By Year 16-Mar-2018
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Project Miles
The chart above tracks the centerline 
miles of the existing bikeway network. 
The table, left, shows project lane miles 
by bikeway type. Lane miles reflect that 
the bikeway type might be different on 
each side of the street. 

Lane miles completed since bike plan 
adoption (December 2007) have 
been constructed through a variety 
of projects, and total project mileage 
includes 289.5 lane miles of bikeways. 
Of path and striping lane miles, 144.7 
were new, 16.5 were upgraded, and 12.7 
restriped (with no change to bikeway 
class). The remaining miles are new/
upgraded wayfinding sign projects 
which may not impact bikeway class. 

Class Key

1: bike path

4: protected bike lane

2: bike lane

2B: buffered bike lane

3A: sharrows on a busy street

3B: sharrows on a slow street

3: sign-only project



Marshall “Major” Taylor Mural
In April, a new mural commemorating the legacy of Marshall 
“Major” Taylor, the first African American cycling world champion, 
was installed on the wall outside Bikes4Life, a non-profit community 
bike shop at the corner of Peralta and 7th Sts. The mural was 
designed by Artist Refa One of AeroSoul in partnership with West 
Oakland neighborhood residents. 

Taylor was 18 when he became a professional 
bicycler racer in 1896. In 1899, he became 
world champion and the second black 
athlete to win a world championship in any 
sport. “Taylor’s legacy lies in his willingness 
to challenge racial prejudice as an African 
American athlete in the white-dominated sport of cycling.” For more information about his life 
and legacy, see en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Marshall_Taylor. 

Bikes4Life (ww.bikes4life.com) has been executing its mission to support the surrounding 
community and offer healthy, sustainable life opportunities to young people for 10 years. 
AeroSoul (www.aerosoulart.com) is a community institution and cultural resource that 
“documents, promotes and develops the legacy and rich history of the African/African diaspora’s 
writing culture commonly known as Aerosol Art or Spray Can Art.”

City of Oakland, Bicycle & Pedestrian Program
Oakland Department of Transportation, Safe Streets Division
250 Frank Ogawa Plaza, Suite 4344
Oakland, CA  94612

Phone: (510) 238-3983
Email: bikeped@oaklandnet.com
Web: www.oaklandbikes.info
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Si desea un ejemplar del boletín del programa 
ciclista de la Ciudad de Oakland en español, por 
favor llame 238-3983 o visite  
www.oaklandbikes.info  
(www2.oaklandnet.com/w/OAK070974)
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Save a tree and all that. Switch to electronic-only newsletter
delivery. Email bikeped@oaklandnet.com to get stopped.

Artist Refa One (left) and Tony 
Coleman of Bikes 4 Life


