
 



From: josie@alamedalabor.org
To: Cole, Doug
Cc: Office of the Mayor; Landreth, Sabrina; Moss, Tomiquia
Subject: Attention: Alameda Labor Council Opposition to Coal Coming Through Oakland for Export
Date: Tuesday, October 06, 2015 3:57:18 PM
Attachments: 10.06.No.Coal.Oakland.ltr.doc

ALC--NoCoalExports_9.18.15.pdf

Dear Douglas,

Please include the attached letter and resolution in the documents at
 http://www2.oaklandnet.com/Government/o/City
 Administration/d/NeighborhoodInvestment/OAK038485

Sincerely,

Josie Camacho
 

Josie Camacho
Executive Secretary-Treasurer
Alameda Labor Council
100 Hegenberger Road, Ste 150
Oakland, CA 94621
(510) 632-4242 ext 231 Office
(510) 632-3993 Fax

mailto:josie@alamedalabor.org
mailto:DCole@oaklandnet.com
mailto:OfficeoftheMayor@oaklandnet.com
mailto:SLandreth@oaklandnet.com
mailto:TMoss@oaklandnet.com
http://www2.oaklandnet.com/Government/o/City
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October 6, 2015

Honorable Mayor Schaaf


Honorable City Council Member McElhaney


Honorable City Council Member Kalb


Honorable City Council Member Guillen


Honorable City Council Member Gallo


Honorable City Council Member Campbell-Washington


Honorable City Council Member Brooks


Honorable City Council Member Reid


City Council Member Kaplan


1 Frank Ogawa Plaza, 3rd floor


Oakland, CA 94621


Dear Mayor Schaaf and City Councilmembers:


RE:  Opposition to Coal Coming Through Oakland for Export

On behalf of the Alameda Labor Council, AFL-CIO representing 109 affiliated local unions composed of 100,000 union members, I am writing to express opposition to the export of coal through Oakland and specifically, the Oakland Global Trade and Logistics Center at the former Oakland Army Base. We are concerned about the public health and safety impacts on workers and the community.  

We call upon you to reject the export of coal through the Oakland Global project, to not take funds from Utah to secure use of the terminals for coal, and to execute a binding agreement or adopt an ordinance that will bar the export of coal from this public land.

[image: image4.jpg]Sincerely,


Josie Camacho


Executive Secretary-Treasurer

Attachment: Resolution Opposing the Export of Coal

Alameda Labor Council, AFL-CIO


100 Hegenberger Rd., Ste 150., Oakland CA 94621


(510) 632-4242 fax (510) 632-3993 www.alamedalabor.org
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Resolution Opposing the Export of Coal  


Through the New Oakland Global Trade and Logistics Center 


 


 


 
 
WHEREAS we support the development of a bulk shipping facility at the former Oakland Army Base 
(the new Oakland Global Trade and Logistics Center) to create good, union jobs with strong local 
hire requirements and community benefits for residents of Oakland; and we support the shipping 
of bulk commodities such as steel, wood, grains, sand, gravel and other non-hazardous materials; 
and 
 
WHEREAS we acknowledge and commend the ongoing and growing commitment of labor to 
environmental justice issues that affect workers, communities, and future generations, including 
and not limited to the collaboration of labor with community groups to secure stricter 
environmental standards on projects and worksites that not only protect workers but diminish 
environmental hazards and pollution impacting public health and climate; and 
 
WHEREAS we also acknowledge the hard work of this Council and its member affiliates who over a 
period of years attended hundreds of meetings to influence and negotiate the plan to develop the 
former Oakland Army Base to ensure that it would provide good jobs to area residents via a project 
labor agreement, a community benefits agreement containing local hire requirements, and union 
recognition provisions; and 
 
WHEREAS it has recently come to light that California Capital & Investment Group (CCIG) and 
Terminal Logistics Solutions have been soliciting a partnership with four Utah counties — Sevier, 
Sanpete, Carbon and Emery — to allow them to export millions of tons of Utah coal each year from 
mines owned by Bowie Resources through the Oakland Bulk and Oversized Terminal at the Oakland 
Global development; and 
 
WHEREAS terminals that ship coal provide far fewer jobs than terminals that ship containers or 
general cargo; jobs involving coal are unhealthy and unsafe due to dust emissions; coal is 
increasingly an anti-union industry; and with the imminent closing of the Deer Creek mine in Emery 
County, Utah, there will be no union mines operating in that state; and  
 
WHEREAS coal dust presents clear health risks to workers and communities, as tests show that coal 
dust contains substances known to impact human health including arsenic, lead, chromium, nickel, 
selenium, and other toxic heavy metals; and 
 
WHEREAS coal burning leads to as many as 13,000 premature deaths every year and more than 
$100 billion in annual health costs; and 
 
WHEREAS West Oakland residents are already twice as likely to visit the emergency room for 
asthma as the average Alameda County resident, and are also more likely to die of cancer, heart and 
lung disease, and toxic coal dust is linked to decreased lung capacity, increased childhood 
bronchitis, asthma, pneumonia, emphysema, and heart disease; and  
 
 
 
WHEREAS it is widely believed by the scientific community that 80% of the world’s coal reserves 
must stay in the ground if the planet is to have a chance of keeping global warming under 2ºC by 
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2050, and that the mining, transport, and burning of this coal consistently results in nearly 14 
million metric tons of greenhouse emissions per year and coal burning is responsible for one third 
of US carbon emissions—the main contributor to climate disruption; and 
 
WHEREAS the Port Commission unanimously voted in 2014 to reject proposals to build a new coal 
and petroleum coke export facility at the Howard Terminal in Oakland, citing environmental 
problems, public health hazards, economic pitfalls, and public opposition to the project; and 
 
WHEREAS more than 15,000 Oakland and other East Bay residents have signed a petition opposing 
coal in Oakland, over 80 organizations and businesses have expressed their opposition, and 
numerous elected officials at the local, regional, and state levels have called for a coal-free Oakland; 
and 
 
WHEREAS despite this unified opposition to coal we also unequivocally honor the work and the 
commitments of hundreds of union members in construction, in trucking, in the railyards and on 
the docks who are on site working to develop the former Oakland Army Base; support their 
continued work and the work of hundreds more union members; and believe that this project can 
move forward without coal and question that our opposition must necessarily endanger the good 
middle-class jobs that we fought hard to produce in the first place; NOW 
 
THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the Alameda Labor Council express opposition to the export of 
coal through Oakland and specifically the Oakland Global Trade and Logistics Center at the former 
Oakland Army Base; and 
 
BE IT FINALLY RESOLVED that the Alameda Labor Council send a letter to the Oakland Mayor, City 
Council, and project developers asking them to reject the export of coal through the Oakland Global 
project, to not take funds from Utah to secure use of the terminals for coal, and to execute a binding 
agreement or adopt an ordinance that will bar export of coal from this public land. 
 


 


 


 


 
 


 


 


 


 


 


 


Adopted by Executive Committee and Delegates   


Read before Oakland City Council 9/21/15 by Kim Moses SEIU 1021 Port Chapter President 


 


 


 


Josie Camacho, Executive Secretary-Treasurer 
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Resolution Opposing the Export of Coal  

Through the New Oakland Global Trade and Logistics Center 

 

 

 
 
WHEREAS we support the development of a bulk shipping facility at the former Oakland Army Base 
(the new Oakland Global Trade and Logistics Center) to create good, union jobs with strong local 
hire requirements and community benefits for residents of Oakland; and we support the shipping 
of bulk commodities such as steel, wood, grains, sand, gravel and other non-hazardous materials; 
and 
 
WHEREAS we acknowledge and commend the ongoing and growing commitment of labor to 
environmental justice issues that affect workers, communities, and future generations, including 
and not limited to the collaboration of labor with community groups to secure stricter 
environmental standards on projects and worksites that not only protect workers but diminish 
environmental hazards and pollution impacting public health and climate; and 
 
WHEREAS we also acknowledge the hard work of this Council and its member affiliates who over a 
period of years attended hundreds of meetings to influence and negotiate the plan to develop the 
former Oakland Army Base to ensure that it would provide good jobs to area residents via a project 
labor agreement, a community benefits agreement containing local hire requirements, and union 
recognition provisions; and 
 
WHEREAS it has recently come to light that California Capital & Investment Group (CCIG) and 
Terminal Logistics Solutions have been soliciting a partnership with four Utah counties — Sevier, 
Sanpete, Carbon and Emery — to allow them to export millions of tons of Utah coal each year from 
mines owned by Bowie Resources through the Oakland Bulk and Oversized Terminal at the Oakland 
Global development; and 
 
WHEREAS terminals that ship coal provide far fewer jobs than terminals that ship containers or 
general cargo; jobs involving coal are unhealthy and unsafe due to dust emissions; coal is 
increasingly an anti-union industry; and with the imminent closing of the Deer Creek mine in Emery 
County, Utah, there will be no union mines operating in that state; and  
 
WHEREAS coal dust presents clear health risks to workers and communities, as tests show that coal 
dust contains substances known to impact human health including arsenic, lead, chromium, nickel, 
selenium, and other toxic heavy metals; and 
 
WHEREAS coal burning leads to as many as 13,000 premature deaths every year and more than 
$100 billion in annual health costs; and 
 
WHEREAS West Oakland residents are already twice as likely to visit the emergency room for 
asthma as the average Alameda County resident, and are also more likely to die of cancer, heart and 
lung disease, and toxic coal dust is linked to decreased lung capacity, increased childhood 
bronchitis, asthma, pneumonia, emphysema, and heart disease; and  
 
 
 
WHEREAS it is widely believed by the scientific community that 80% of the world’s coal reserves 
must stay in the ground if the planet is to have a chance of keeping global warming under 2ºC by 
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2050, and that the mining, transport, and burning of this coal consistently results in nearly 14 
million metric tons of greenhouse emissions per year and coal burning is responsible for one third 
of US carbon emissions—the main contributor to climate disruption; and 
 
WHEREAS the Port Commission unanimously voted in 2014 to reject proposals to build a new coal 
and petroleum coke export facility at the Howard Terminal in Oakland, citing environmental 
problems, public health hazards, economic pitfalls, and public opposition to the project; and 
 
WHEREAS more than 15,000 Oakland and other East Bay residents have signed a petition opposing 
coal in Oakland, over 80 organizations and businesses have expressed their opposition, and 
numerous elected officials at the local, regional, and state levels have called for a coal-free Oakland; 
and 
 
WHEREAS despite this unified opposition to coal we also unequivocally honor the work and the 
commitments of hundreds of union members in construction, in trucking, in the railyards and on 
the docks who are on site working to develop the former Oakland Army Base; support their 
continued work and the work of hundreds more union members; and believe that this project can 
move forward without coal and question that our opposition must necessarily endanger the good 
middle-class jobs that we fought hard to produce in the first place; NOW 
 
THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the Alameda Labor Council express opposition to the export of 
coal through Oakland and specifically the Oakland Global Trade and Logistics Center at the former 
Oakland Army Base; and 
 
BE IT FINALLY RESOLVED that the Alameda Labor Council send a letter to the Oakland Mayor, City 
Council, and project developers asking them to reject the export of coal through the Oakland Global 
project, to not take funds from Utah to secure use of the terminals for coal, and to execute a binding 
agreement or adopt an ordinance that will bar export of coal from this public land. 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Adopted by Executive Committee and Delegates   

Read before Oakland City Council 9/21/15 by Kim Moses SEIU 1021 Port Chapter President 

 

 

 

Josie Camacho, Executive Secretary-Treasurer 

 



 

Alameda Labor Council, AFL-CIO 
 

 

  

 

 
Alameda Labor Council, AFL-CIO 

100 Hegenberger Rd., Ste 150., Oakland CA 94621 
(510) 632-4242 fax (510) 632-3993 www.alamedalabor.org 
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Send all correspondence to: 
Executive Secretary-Treasurer 
Josie Camacho, CWA 39521 
 
President 
 David Connolly, SUP  
 
1st Vice President 
 Martha Kuhl, CNA  
 
2nd Vice President 
Gary Jimenez, SEIU 1021 
 
Executive Committee 
Doug Bloch, IBT JC 7 
Jazy Bonilla, IUPAT DC 16 
Cheryl Brown, AFSCME DC 57 
Greg Bonato, IBEW 595 
Cathy Campbell, AFT 1078 
Vickie Carson, IFPTE 21 
Andreas Cluver, BCTC 
Don Crosatto, IAM 1546 
Adolph Felix, IBT 853 
Keith Gibbs, CWA 9412 
Eugenia Gutierrez, SEIU-USWW 
Mike Henneberry, UFCW 5 
Wei-Ling Huber, Unite Here 2850 
Terry Keller, OPEIU 29 
Ben Kim, IAFF 689 
Brian Lester, IUOE 3 
Maricruz Manzanarez, AFSCME 3299 
Jennifer Root, SEIU ULTCW 
Shawn Stark, IAFF 55 
Hunter Stern, IBEW 1245 
Obray Van Buren, UA 342 
Yvonne Williams, ATU 192 
Cindy Zecher, CSEA 27 
 
Trustees 
William Schechter, IAM 1546 
Christine Garrett, IUPAT 3 
Joyce Lau, OPEIU 29 
 
Sergeant at Arms 
Garry Horrocks, IAM 1546 
 

 

 

 

 

October 6, 2015 
 
Honorable Mayor Schaaf 
Honorable City Council Member McElhaney 
Honorable City Council Member Kalb 
Honorable City Council Member Guillen 
Honorable City Council Member Gallo 
Honorable City Council Member Campbell-Washington 
Honorable City Council Member Brooks 
Honorable City Council Member Reid 
City Council Member Kaplan 
1 Frank Ogawa Plaza, 3rd floor 
Oakland, CA 94621 
 
Dear Mayor Schaaf and City Councilmembers: 
 
RE:  Opposition to Coal Coming Through Oakland for Export 
 
On behalf of the Alameda Labor Council, AFL-CIO representing 109 affiliated local 
unions composed of 100,000 union members, I am writing to express opposition 
to the export of coal through Oakland and specifically, the Oakland Global Trade 
and Logistics Center at the former Oakland Army Base. We are concerned about 
the public health and safety impacts on workers and the community.   
 
We call upon you to reject the export of coal through the Oakland Global project, 
to not take funds from Utah to secure use of the terminals for coal, and to 
execute a binding agreement or adopt an ordinance that will bar the export of 
coal from this public land. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Josie Camacho 
Executive Secretary-Treasurer 
 
Attachment: Resolution Opposing the Export of Coal 

http://www.alamedalabor.org/


From: Derrick H. Muhammad
To: City Clerk; Cole, Doug
Cc: Kalb, Dan; Guillen, Abel; McElhaney, Lynette; Campbell Washington, Annie; Gallo, Noel; Kaplan, Rebecca; Reid,

 Larry; Brooks, Desley; jbetterton@portoakland.com; Office of the Mayor
Subject: Re: ILWU position on Oakland Coal Exports
Date: Monday, October 05, 2015 4:49:02 PM
Attachments: 100515_ILWU_Comments_against_coal_2.pdf

Dear Mr. Cole:

Please accept for filing the attached letter.

mailto:dhmuhammad@gmail.com
mailto:CityClerk@oaklandnet.com
mailto:DCole@oaklandnet.com
mailto:DKalb@oaklandnet.com
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mailto:RKaplan@oaklandnet.com
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mailto:DBrooks@oaklandnet.com
mailto:jbetterton@portoakland.com
mailto:OfficeoftheMayor@oaklandnet.com



International Longshore 
and Warehouse Union 


Local 10 
400 North Point St. 


San Francisco, CA 94133
(415) 760-1993


October 5, 2015


Via Electronic Mail: 


Oakland City Council 
1 Frank Ogawa Plaza, 3rd Floor 
Oakland, CA 94612 
(510) 238-2386 
cityclerk@oaklandnet.com, dcole@oaklandnet.com


RE: Oakland Coal Exports


To the Oakland City Council:


My name is Derrick Muhammad. I’m a longshoreman and elected Business Agent at the 
International Longshore and Warehouse Union, Local 10. My union brothers and sisters at 
ILWU Local 10 and I have researched the possibility of exporting coal at the former Oakland 
Army Base. After much discussion, we voted to oppose coal as a cargo at the property. In 
accordance with our democratic vote, I testified against the export of coal – but in favor of the 
building of a bulk export facility – at the City Council meeting on Sept. 21, 2015. My comments 
below reflect my personal statement as well as the position of the rank-and-file members of 
ILWU Local 10.


Above all, I encourage you to not buy into the false “health versus jobs” dichotomy that the 
pro-coal side is perpetuating. The simple fact is that we can – and must – have both. 
Developers and marketers of port projects regularly promise jobs to needy communities and then 
claim to have the only possible solution to the community’s need for jobs. I assure you that bulk 
shipping without coal is a lucrative business, as our 25,000 longshore brothers and sisters can 
attest as they work in all West Coast ports from Bellingham, Washington to San Diego, 
California handling grain, gravel, potash, salt, steel, and many other bulk commodities. If the 
developers keep looking for better cargoes to export, they will find them.


One point I did not hear at the September 21st meeting, but that’s important: Other cargoes are 
not only safer, but more financially stable than coal. The coal industry is on shaky ground 
worldwide. On June 25, 2015, the Washington Post published an article titled “The (possible) 
slow death of coal,” and on July 25, 2015 an industry article titled “Bankruptcies starting to pile 
up in coal industry”i included these points: 
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International Longshore 
and Warehouse Union 

Local 10 
400 North Point St. 

San Francisco, CA 94133
(415) 760-1993

October 5, 2015

Via Electronic Mail: 

Oakland City Council 
1 Frank Ogawa Plaza, 3rd Floor 
Oakland, CA 94612 
(510) 238-2386 
cityclerk@oaklandnet.com, dcole@oaklandnet.com

RE: Oakland Coal Exports

To the Oakland City Council:

My name is Derrick Muhammad. I’m a longshoreman and elected Business Agent at the 
International Longshore and Warehouse Union, Local 10. My union brothers and sisters at 
ILWU Local 10 and I have researched the possibility of exporting coal at the former Oakland 
Army Base. After much discussion, we voted to oppose coal as a cargo at the property. In 
accordance with our democratic vote, I testified against the export of coal – but in favor of the 
building of a bulk export facility – at the City Council meeting on Sept. 21, 2015. My comments 
below reflect my personal statement as well as the position of the rank-and-file members of 
ILWU Local 10.

Above all, I encourage you to not buy into the false “health versus jobs” dichotomy that the 
pro-coal side is perpetuating. The simple fact is that we can – and must – have both. 
Developers and marketers of port projects regularly promise jobs to needy communities and then 
claim to have the only possible solution to the community’s need for jobs. I assure you that bulk 
shipping without coal is a lucrative business, as our 25,000 longshore brothers and sisters can 
attest as they work in all West Coast ports from Bellingham, Washington to San Diego, 
California handling grain, gravel, potash, salt, steel, and many other bulk commodities. If the 
developers keep looking for better cargoes to export, they will find them.

One point I did not hear at the September 21st meeting, but that’s important: Other cargoes are 
not only safer, but more financially stable than coal. The coal industry is on shaky ground 
worldwide. On June 25, 2015, the Washington Post published an article titled “The (possible) 
slow death of coal,” and on July 25, 2015 an industry article titled “Bankruptcies starting to pile 
up in coal industry”i included these points: 
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From: Marie Walcek
To: Cole, Doug
Cc: DL - City Council; Office of the Mayor; Cappio, Claudia; Monetta, John; "BParker@oaklandcityattorney.org"
Subject: ALC Resolution Against Coal Exports
Date: Monday, October 05, 2015 9:29:06 AM
Attachments: ALC- ResolutionOnCoalExports_9-18-15.docx

Please find attached for consideration.
 
Thank you,
Marie
 
Marie Walcek
California Nurses Association
National Nurses United
2000 Franklin Street, Oakland, CA 94612
Email: mwalcek@calnurses.org
Office: 510-433-2742
Cell: 510-517-1871
 
This message (including any attachments) contains confidential information intended for a specific individual and purpose, and is
 protected by law. If you are not the intended recipient, you should delete this message. If you are not the intended recipient, any
 disclosure, copying, or distribution of this message, or the taking of any action based on it, is strictly prohibited.

 

mailto:MWalcek@calnurses.org
mailto:DCole@oaklandnet.com
mailto:council@oaklandnet.com
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[bookmark: _GoBack]Resolution of the Alameda Labor Council 

Opposing the Export of Coal through the New Oakland Global Trade and Logistics Center 



September 18, 2015



WHEREAS we support the development of a bulk shipping facility at the former Oakland Army Base (the new Oakland Global Trade and Logistics Center) to create good, union jobs with strong local hire requirements and community benefits for residents of Oakland; and we support the shipping of bulk commodities such as steel, wood, grains, sand, gravel and other non-hazardous materials; and



WHEREAS we acknowledge and commend the ongoing and growing commitment of labor to environmental justice issues that affect workers, communities, and future generations, including and not limited to the collaboration of labor with community groups to secure stricter environmental standards on projects and worksites that not only protect workers but diminish environmental hazards and pollution impacting public health and climate; and



WHEREAS we also acknowledge the hard work of this Council and its member affiliates  who over a period of years attended hundreds of meetings to influence and negotiate the plan to develop the former Oakland Army Base to ensure that it would provide good jobs to area residents via a project labor agreement, a community benefits agreement containing local hire requirements, and union recognition provisions; and



WHEREAS it has recently come to light that California Capital & Investment Group (CCIG) and Terminal Logistics Solutions have been soliciting a partnership with four Utah counties — Sevier, Sanpete, Carbon and Emery — to allow them to export millions of tons of Utah coal each year from mines owned by Bowie Resources through the Oakland Bulk and Oversized Terminal at the Oakland Global development; and



WHEREAS terminals that ship coal provide far fewer jobs than terminals that ship containers or general cargo; jobs involving coal are unhealthy and unsafe due to dust emissions; coal is increasingly an anti-union industry; and with the imminent closing of the Deer Creek mine in Emery County, Utah, there will be no union mines operating in that state; and 



WHEREAS coal dust presents clear health risks to workers and communities, as tests show that coal dust contains substances known to impact human health including arsenic, lead, chromium, nickel, selenium, and other toxic heavy metals; and



WHEREAS coal burning leads to as many as 13,000 premature deaths every year and more than $100 billion in annual health costs; and



WHEREAS West Oakland residents are already twice as likely to visit the emergency room for asthma as the average Alameda County resident, and are also more likely to die of cancer, heart and lung disease, and toxic coal dust is linked to decreased lung capacity, increased childhood bronchitis, asthma, pneumonia, emphysema, and heart disease; and 



WHEREAS it is widely believed by the scientific community that 80% of the world’s coal reserves must stay in the ground if the planet is to have a chance of keeping global warming under 2ºC by 2050, and that the mining, transport, and burning of this coal consistently results in nearly 14 million metric tons of greenhouse emissions per year and coal burning is responsible for one third of US carbon emissions—the main contributor to climate disruption; and



WHEREAS the Port Commission unanimously voted in 2014 to reject proposals to build a new coal and petroleum coke export facility at the Howard Terminal in Oakland, citing environmental problems, public health hazards, economic pitfalls, and public opposition to the project; and



WHEREAS more than 15,000 Oakland and other East Bay residents have signed a petition opposing coal in Oakland, over 80 organizations and businesses have expressed their opposition, and numerous elected officials at the local, regional, and state levels have called for a coal-free Oakland; and



WHEREAS despite this unified opposition to coal we also unequivocally honor the work and the commitments of hundreds of union members in construction, in trucking, in the railyards and on the docks who are on site working to develop the former Oakland Army Base; support their continued work and the work of hundreds more union members; and believe that this project can move forward without coal and question that our opposition must necessarily endanger the good middle-class jobs that we fought hard to produce in the first place; NOW



THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the Alameda Labor Council express opposition to the export of coal through Oakland and specifically the Oakland Global Trade and Logistics Center at the former Oakland Army Base; and



BE IT FINALLY RESOLVED that the Alameda Labor Council send a letter to the Oakland Mayor, City Council, and project developers asking them to reject the export of coal through the Oakland Global project, to not take funds from Utah to secure use of the terminals for coal, and to execute a binding agreement or adopt an ordinance that will bar export of coal from this public land.
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Resolution of the Alameda Labor Council  
Opposing the Export of Coal through the New Oakland Global Trade and Logistics Center  

 
September 18, 2015 

 
WHEREAS we support the development of a bulk shipping facility at the former Oakland Army 
Base (the new Oakland Global Trade and Logistics Center) to create good, union jobs with 
strong local hire requirements and community benefits for residents of Oakland; and we support 
the shipping of bulk commodities such as steel, wood, grains, sand, gravel and other non-
hazardous materials; and 
 
WHEREAS we acknowledge and commend the ongoing and growing commitment of labor to 
environmental justice issues that affect workers, communities, and future generations, including 
and not limited to the collaboration of labor with community groups to secure stricter 
environmental standards on projects and worksites that not only protect workers but diminish 
environmental hazards and pollution impacting public health and climate; and 
 
WHEREAS we also acknowledge the hard work of this Council and its member affiliates  who 
over a period of years attended hundreds of meetings to influence and negotiate the plan to 
develop the former Oakland Army Base to ensure that it would provide good jobs to area 
residents via a project labor agreement, a community benefits agreement containing local hire 
requirements, and union recognition provisions; and 
 
WHEREAS it has recently come to light that California Capital & Investment Group (CCIG) and 
Terminal Logistics Solutions have been soliciting a partnership with four Utah counties — 
Sevier, Sanpete, Carbon and Emery — to allow them to export millions of tons of Utah coal each 
year from mines owned by Bowie Resources through the Oakland Bulk and Oversized Terminal 
at the Oakland Global development; and 
 
WHEREAS terminals that ship coal provide far fewer jobs than terminals that ship containers or 
general cargo; jobs involving coal are unhealthy and unsafe due to dust emissions; coal is 
increasingly an anti-union industry; and with the imminent closing of the Deer Creek mine in 
Emery County, Utah, there will be no union mines operating in that state; and  
 
WHEREAS coal dust presents clear health risks to workers and communities, as tests show that 
coal dust contains substances known to impact human health including arsenic, lead, chromium, 
nickel, selenium, and other toxic heavy metals; and 
 
WHEREAS coal burning leads to as many as 13,000 premature deaths every year and more than 
$100 billion in annual health costs; and 
 
WHEREAS West Oakland residents are already twice as likely to visit the emergency room for 
asthma as the average Alameda County resident, and are also more likely to die of cancer, heart 
and lung disease, and toxic coal dust is linked to decreased lung capacity, increased childhood 
bronchitis, asthma, pneumonia, emphysema, and heart disease; and  
 
WHEREAS it is widely believed by the scientific community that 80% of the world’s coal 
reserves must stay in the ground if the planet is to have a chance of keeping global warming 



Page 2 of 2 
 

under 2ºC by 2050, and that the mining, transport, and burning of this coal consistently results in 
nearly 14 million metric tons of greenhouse emissions per year and coal burning is responsible 
for one third of US carbon emissions—the main contributor to climate disruption; and 
 
WHEREAS the Port Commission unanimously voted in 2014 to reject proposals to build a new 
coal and petroleum coke export facility at the Howard Terminal in Oakland, citing environmental 
problems, public health hazards, economic pitfalls, and public opposition to the project; and 
 
WHEREAS more than 15,000 Oakland and other East Bay residents have signed a petition 
opposing coal in Oakland, over 80 organizations and businesses have expressed their opposition, 
and numerous elected officials at the local, regional, and state levels have called for a coal-free 
Oakland; and 
 
WHEREAS despite this unified opposition to coal we also unequivocally honor the work and the 
commitments of hundreds of union members in construction, in trucking, in the railyards and on 
the docks who are on site working to develop the former Oakland Army Base; support their 
continued work and the work of hundreds more union members; and believe that this project can 
move forward without coal and question that our opposition must necessarily endanger the good 
middle-class jobs that we fought hard to produce in the first place; NOW 
 
THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the Alameda Labor Council express opposition to the 
export of coal through Oakland and specifically the Oakland Global Trade and Logistics Center 
at the former Oakland Army Base; and 
 
BE IT FINALLY RESOLVED that the Alameda Labor Council send a letter to the Oakland 
Mayor, City Council, and project developers asking them to reject the export of coal through the 
Oakland Global project, to not take funds from Utah to secure use of the terminals for coal, and 
to execute a binding agreement or adopt an ordinance that will bar export of coal from this public 
land. 
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