Sustainable Oakland
2010 Annual Report

How Are We Doing?
Oakland, California is one of the most livable and sustainable cities in the nation. This report summarizes
Oakland’s recent progress in becoming a more livable and sustainable city. Its purpose is to reflect on our
progress as well as opportunities to make Oakland an even better place to live, work, learn, play, shop and
visit.
Becoming a more livable and sustainable city involves progress toward a series of interconnected goals.
Advancements in each area enable new success in others. Through a collaborative approach emphasizing
balanced, continuous improvement, we are building on Oakland’s legacy of leadership and becoming a more
sustainable city.

The 6 Elements of Oakland’s
Housing, Land Use & Transportation
Education, Culture & Community

We all want to live in a vibrant, educated and engaged community. Everyone should have access to quality education and

The decisions we make today regarding housing, land use and
opportunities for personal growth. We should celebrate creative expression, and the arts and culture that bring us together as a
transportation will shape the future of our community for generations to
community. We should exercise wisdom and fairness as we conduct ourselves and govern ourselves, and all members of the
come. Oakland is home to desirable, healthy and accessible
community should be represented and engaged in leadership of the community.
neighborhoods connected by an efficient transportation system. Planning
decisions can build on and reinforce these qualities, increasing
accessibility for all members of the Oakland community, and supporting
regional development goals in a manner that makes Oakland an even
better place to live.

Buildings, Energy & Climate
Our homes and buildings can be designed to support the health of
occupants, minimize resource use, and make our community a more
enjoyable place to be. Optimizing use of energy, water and other
resources can reduce costs, air pollution and greenhouse gas emissions.
Increasing local energy security and planning for future climate impacts
can increase the resilience of our community.

Community, Culture & Education
A variety of engaging community and cultural activities celebrate our
diversity, bring our community together, and create a joyful and engaging
environment. Quality local education opportunities provide Oakland with
a smart, capable workforce and enable our residents to pursue their
chosen paths.
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Becoming a more sustainable city...
…a community in which all people have the
opportunity to pursue safe, happy, healthy and
fulfilling lives, now and into the future

Sustainable City Vision
Economic Prosperity
Oakland is developing a thriving, diverse, sustainable economy offering a
variety of attractive business and employment opportunities. The City is
working to enhance the local business climate to attract and grow Oakland
businesses and to create jobs for residents. Local workforce development
networks are helping to develop skills and expertise among residents and
businesses to succeed in the ever‐evolving global economy. Oakland also
offers support to help local businesses go green in their operations, improve
energy efficiency and save money.

Health, Safety & Wellbeing
The City and its partners are working to create and maintain a healthy, safe,
and fulfilling environment for all residents and visitors. Local efforts aim to
address inequities in opportunities and outcomes. All members of the
Oakland community have a role to play in creating a healthy, safe, and
resilient community through healthy choices, smart preventive practices, and
fostering supportive environments.

Natural Resources, Waste & Environmental Health
Oakland is located in a region abundant with natural resources upon which we
rely for food, water, energy, raw materials, recreation and respite. Yet these
resources are limited, and natural systems are threatened by the impacts of
development, pollution, and over‐consumption. Protecting the health of our
natural environment and living within the limits of nature's ability to provide
resources and absorb the impacts of human activity is critical.
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Housing, Land Use & Transportation
The decisions we make today regarding housing, land use and transportation will shape the future of our community
for generations to come. Established in 1852, Oakland is located in the heart of the Bay Area. Oakland is a city of
desirable, accessible and connected neighborhoods, and a transportation system enabling efficient and non‐polluting
mobility. Planning decisions can build on and reinforce these qualities, increasing accessibility for all members of the
Oakland community, and supporting regional development goals in a manner that makes Oakland an even better
place to live.

Sustainable City Highlights
Free Downtown Shuttle ‐ In 2010, the City of Oakland and AC Transit launched the
Broadway "Free B" Shuttle serving locations in Jack London Square, Old Oakland,
Chinatown, City Center, Uptown and Lake Merritt. The Free B is making it easier to get
around and reducing air pollution by displacing automobile trips. More information on
shuttle routes, stops and hours is available at www.Bshuttle.com.
Transit‐Oriented Development ‐ Oakland is prioritizing transit‐oriented development
(TOD) to improve neighborhoods and mitigate future air pollution and greenhouse gas
emissions. The City has established six transit‐oriented priority development areas in
Oakland and is currently developing comprehensive plans and zoning to guide future
development in these areas. Recent and ongoing TOD projects include the Fruitvale
Transit Village and the MacArthur Transit Village. The City completed streetscape
improvements in transit‐oriented areas along Fruitvale Ave in 2008 and 7th Street in
2010 to encourage walking and biking in the community.
100 Years of Oakland Parks ‐ Oakland has more than 100 parks and 27 recreation
facilities throughout its neighborhoods and is currently celebrating 100 years of
providing recreation and outdoor experiences.

New Affordable Green Developments Offer Models for the Region
Recent Oakland housing developments are providing low‐to‐moderate
income families with energy‐efficient buildings, use of solar energy,
water‐efficient fixtures and landscaping, healthy building materials, and
gardening areas for residents. Jack London Gateway at 989 Brush Street
received the highest GreenPoint rating awarded by Build It Green as of
fall 2009. Tassafaronga Village (photo at left) was awarded LEED
Platinum certification. Fox Courts, Ironhorse Apartments and Lion Creek
Crossings offer green living options in Uptown, West Oakland and East
Oakland, respectively.
Sustainable Oakland 2010 Report
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Measured Performance

Park Accessibility ‐ Park accessibility continues to be
outstanding with almost 90% of residents living within one
half mile of a park or open space.

2002
2006
2010
Bicycle Mode Share

Source: City of Oakland Public Works Agency and U.S. Census Bureau

3,800
Miles Traveled

I BIKE Oakland ‐ A growing number of Oakland residents
are bicycling to work as their primary means of
transportation. Out of the 70 largest cities in the United
States, Oakland now has the fifth largest percentage of
people bicycling to work (US Census Bureau, 2009
American Community Survey). The top ten cities in rank
order are Portland, Minneapolis, Seattle, San Francisco,
Oakland, New Orleans, Honolulu, Washington DC,
Philadelphia, and Boston. Oakland’s bicycle mode share
increased from 1.2% in 2000 to 2.5% in 2009.

1994
1998
Bikeways

Percent of Transportahon Mode Share

Port of Oakland Diesel Truck Filters ‐ Under the Truck
Replacement Project, the Port is providing qualifying truck
owners up to $40,000 to replace on‐road heavy‐duty diesel
trucks serving the Port's Maritime Area with a 1999 or
newer model year truck. The Port will provide up to $2
million in total funding to replace approximately 80 trucks.

Bikeways and Bicycle Mode Share in Oakland
120

Miles of Bikeways

Bike Plan Implementation ‐ Oakland cyclists are enjoying
more bikeways, bike‐sensitive traffic lights, and improved
parking options. Oakland now offers more than 100 miles
of bikeways, and in the last ten years has installed more
than 700 bike racks in commercial districts. In 2009, a
record setting 858 bike parking spaces were created.

Annual Per Capita Vehicle Miles Traveled on
Local (Non‐Highway) Roads in Oakland
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10K Downtown Housing Initiative ‐ Launched in 1999, the 10K Downtown Housing Initiative is realizing its goal of
attracting 10,000 new residents to downtown by encouraging the development of 6,000 market‐rate housing units.

In the Works
Electric Vehicles ‐ The City will soon be adding three Nissan LEAF electric vehicles to its fleet thanks to a grant from the
Metropolitan Transportation Commission. These vehicles will reduce operating costs and local air pollution.

For more highlights and performance data, visit www.sustainableoakland.com
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Economic Prosperity
Oakland is developing a thriving, diverse, sustainable economy offering a variety of attractive business and employment
opportunities. The City is working to enhance the local business climate to attract and grow Oakland businesses and to
create jobs enabling members of the community to find employment and meet their financial needs. Local workforce
development networks are helping to build skills and expertise among residents and businesses to succeed in the ever‐
evolving global economy. Oakland also offers support to help local businesses go green in their operations, improve
energy efficiency and save money.

Sustainable City Highlights
Business Assistance Center ‐ Opened in July 2009, Oakland's Business Assistance
Center (BAC) assisted nearly 2,500 business owners and entrepreneurs in its first
year. The BAC is a one‐stop resource center providing information and referrals
to financing, permitting, and other technical assistance needed to start or grow
a successful business in Oakland.
Enterprise Zone ‐ In 2010 alone, the Oakland Enterprise Zone program helped to
create nearly 3,000 new jobs in Oakland, and saved the 800+ companies using
the program millions of dollars through hiring and equipment tax credits.
East Bay Green Corridor ‐ Oakland is a founding member of the East Bay Green
Corridor, a cooperative effort of local governments, universities and Lawrence
Berkeley National Lab to attract green industries and jobs to the East Bay. In
2010 the Corridor achieved designation by the Governor’s Office of Economic
Development as one of California’s “iHubs” – a statewide network of regional
economic development innovation centers.
Oakland Green Jobs Corps ‐ Oakland was one of the first cities in the nation to develop a Green Jobs Corps to create
green pathways out of poverty for local residents and grow a local green workforce to meet the needs of local
businesses. Oakland’s Green Jobs Corps matches training to the skills required by local businesses and teaches graduates
to install solar panels, weatherize homes to save energy and lower utility bills, and help construct new green buildings.
Transit‐Oriented Green Downtown Anchors Oakland’s Renaissance
A surging restaurant and nightlife scene, thousands of new housing
units, and improvements to nearby Lake Merritt have Oakland's transit‐
rich downtown buzzing with new economic activity. Oakland was
recently ranked the 7th best U.S. office market in Grubb & Ellis’ Office
Market Strength Forecast for 2011‐2015. Businesses continue to move
to downtown locations with access to three BART stations, AC Transit
rapid bus corridors, the new Free B Shuttle (see page 4), and
connections to ferries and Amtrak.
Sustainable Oakland 2010 Report
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Measured Performance
Downtown Green Business Cluster Emerging ‐ Oakland
has become a regional hub of businesses specializing in
emerging green tech and clean tech industries. Over the
past three years, Oakland has added several major green
companies including Build It Green, Renewable Funding,
Solar Millennium, and Sungevity, and 300 quality green
jobs. A growing cluster of nationally recognized energy
efficiency companies along the spine of Broadway has
earned that corridor the nickname “Negawatt Alley.”
More Businesses Achieving Green Certification ‐ More
than 120 Oakland businesses have been certified as green
businesses based on their operational practices through
the Alameda County Green Business Program (see graph).
Oakland’s green economy is also home to over 200
additional companies offering green products and services.

Number of Cerhﬁed Green Businesses

Green Business Networks ‐ Multiple local green business
associations are active in Oakland, including the East Bay
Green Chamber of Commerce, Sustainable Business
Alliance, and East Bay Green Drinks.

Cer[ﬁed Green Businesses in Oakland
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Source: Alameda County Green Business Program

Downtown Reinvestment Via Tenant & Facade
Improvement Program Expenditures
$3,000,000
Annual Program Expenditure

Oakland Green Map – In 2010, the City created an online
Oakland Green Map to help community members find
local green businesses, online at:
www.sustainableoakland.com
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Source: City of Oakland Redevelopment Agency

Economic Development –The City is prioritizing its economic development efforts by offering locations, incentives and
other resources to attract new businesses and jobs to Oakland in six core areas: Arts and Digital Media; Food Production
and Distribution; Green Business; Healthcare & Life Sciences; International Trade and Logistics; and Retail.

For more highlights and performance data, visit www.sustainableoakland.com
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Buildings, Energy & Climate
Buildings can be designed to support the health of occupants, minimize resource use, and make our community a more
enjoyable place to be. Optimizing use of energy, water and other resources can lower associated costs, air pollution and
greenhouse gas emissions. Increasing local energy security and planning for future climate impacts can increase the
resilience of our community. Oakland’s comprehensive approach to improving local energy and climate performance is
reducing waste and pollution, keeping money in the local economy, improving local infrastructure and encouraging new
investment.

Sustainable City Highlights
Green Building Requirements for Private Development ‐ The City adopted a
green building ordinance for private development in fall 2010. Oakland’s
ordinance applies to construction projects for most types of buildings, including
residential and nonresidential new construction, additions and alterations, and
alterations to historic buildings. More information about the ordinance and
helpful resources are available at www.oaklandgreenbuilding.com.
Energy Upgrade California ‐ Through the Energy Upgrade California program,
it's now easier than ever for Oakland homeowners to improve the energy
efficiency of their homes, saving money, increasing comfort and helping to
protect the environment. Energy Upgrade California helps property owners plan and
carry out upgrades by providing technical guidance and links to qualified local
contractors and financing assistance. Homeowners can get started by visiting
www.energyupgradeca.org.
Oakland Energy and Climate Action Plan ‐ The City of Oakland has developed a draft
Energy and Climate Action Plan (ECAP) that identifies, evaluates and prioritizes
opportunities to reduce energy consumption and GHG emissions in its own government operations and throughout the
Oakland community. The draft ECAP includes a set of actions aimed at increasing local resilience and helping Oakland
adapt to the projected impacts of climate change. The draft ECAP is available at www.sustainableoakland.com.
Oakland Shines Program Provides Deep Energy Upgrades for Downtown Buildings
Kicked off in 2010, the City of Oakland has teamed with QuEST, Community
Energy Services Corporation and PG&E to launch Oakland Shines – an exciting
energy upgrade program for downtown businesses. Oakland Shines offers free‐
start‐to‐finish technical assistance, free energy audits and big cash rebates to
eliminate or help defray the cost of installing energy‐efficient lighting and HVAC
equipment. One of the most ambitious central business district energy programs
in the country, Oakland Shines is helping businesses reduce energy costs,
enhance the economic value of their properties, attract and retain tenants, and
achieve energy savings of up to 20%. To sign up, visit www.oaklandshines.com.
Sustainable Oakland 2010 Report
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Measured Performance
Green Building Resource Center Helps Developers ‐ Over
23,000 people have visited the City’s Green Building
Resource Center since its opening in 2000, and the number
of certified local green buildings continues to grow.

23.5
Million BTUs of Energy

Comprehensive Energy Efficiency Programs ‐ Energy
efficiency programs now operating in Oakland are
separately targeting downtown commercial, small
commercial, residential market‐rate, residential renter‐
occupied, and multi‐family affordable housing market
segments. Partnerships that include Oakland secured
more than $61 million in American Recovery and
Reinvestment Act funding for energy efficiency retrofits,
and are projected to generate about 1,000 new jobs for
Oakland and the region and about 2,000 jobs statewide.

Per Capita Annual Residen[al Energy Use
(Electricity and Natural Gas)
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Source: Pacific Gas and Electric Company

LEED Cer[ﬁed Commercial & Ins[tu[onal
Green Building Space in Oakland

6,000,000
Gross Square Feet

Weatherization and Energy Retrofit Loan Program – In
2010, the City integrated energy efficiency priorities with
its use of Community Development Block Grant (CDBG)
funds to create the Weatherization and Energy Retrofit
Loan Program. This program provides zero‐interest loans
of up to $30,000 with deferred repayment to help low‐to‐
moderate income residents improve energy efficiency
and reduce energy costs of their homes.
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‐
2007

2008

2009

2010

Source: U.S. Green Building Council

Saving Energy in City Operations ‐ In addition to supporting energy efficiency throughout Oakland, the City is leading
by example by reducing energy use in its own municipal operations. Over the next two years the City will be
performing energy retrofits to several key facilities. The City retrofitted 129 of its 141 largest facilities over the past 20
years, creating savings of over $1 million per year to the City's budget. The City operates one megawatt of solar electric
panels on the rooftops of its Municipal Service Center and the Oakland Ice Center and is planning for more.

For more highlights and performance data, visit www.sustainableoakland.com
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Health, Safety & Wellbeing
The City and its partners are working to create and maintain a healthy, safe, and fulfilling environment for all residents
and visitors. Local efforts aim to address inequities in opportunities and outcomes. All members of the Oakland
community have a role to play in creating a healthy, safe, and resilient community through healthy choices, smart
preventive practices, and fostering supportive environments.

Sustainable City Highlights
Expanding Access to Healthy Food ‐ Recent redevelopment efforts have
brought new grocery stores to underserved areas of Oakland. The City’s
Office of Parks & Recreation supported nine community gardens in
2010, providing compost, water and site coordination.
Oakland Food Policy Council ‐ The Oakland Food Policy Council (OFPC)
began meeting in 2009 with a mission to establish an equitable and
sustainable food system in Oakland. The 21‐member OFPC is comprised
of stakeholders from Oakland’s food system and funded by several
partners, including the City of Oakland. It coordinates initiatives aimed
at improving access to affordable healthy food; increasing community
nutrition; recommending local food policy; and turning Oakland’s food
system into a local economic development engine. More information is
available at www.oaklandfood.org.
Providing Food & Shelter ‐ In Fiscal Year 2008‐09, the City’s Department
of Human Services provided 532,444 meals to low‐income residents
including 80,000 lunches to children and youth; provided 55,655 bed
nights for shelter and hotel/motel vouchers for people without
permanent housing; and assisted 1,435 homeless or near homeless
households and individuals in obtaining or maintaining permanent or
transitional housing.
Expanding School Health Centers Provide Critical Services

Courtesy of the Alameda County School Health
Services Coalition. www.acschoolhealth.org

Sustainable Oakland 2010 Report

The Oakland Unified School District is creating school‐based health centers in Oakland
middle schools providing mental and physical health services to students and their
families. Five facilities funded by Atlantic Philanthropies and the Elev8 initiative will
serve children at United for Success Academy, West Oakland Middle School, the
Havenscourt middle school campus, Madison Middle School and Roosevelt Middle
School. A grant from Kaiser Permanente is funding the construction and remodeling
of five more centers, bringing the district's total to 15. Those projects include schools
in the new downtown educational complex on Second Avenue, Frick Middle School,
the Elmhurst middle school campus, Skyline High School and Oakland High School.
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Part I Criminal Oﬀenses in Oakland
Number of Part I Crimes

Violence Prevention & Public Safety Programs ‐ Funded
by Measure Y (the Violence Prevention and Public Safety
Act of 2004), City programs provided nearly 40,000 hours
of individual services in fiscal year 2008‐09, including case
management, mental health services and intensive
outreach to nearly 2,400 young people. Reentry and job
training programs provided more than 1,300 individuals
work experience and support services to help them find
and retain jobs and prevent future violence.
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Youth Programs ‐ The City supports 86 safe places
offering after‐school and summer programs for Oakland
youth through an agreement between the Office of Parks
and Recreation and the Oakland Unified School District.

Measured Performance
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Source: Oakland Police Department

Asthma Inpa[ent Hospitaliza[on Rate of
Children Under Five Years of Age in Oakland
2500
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Head Start ‐ In 2009‐10, the City’s Head Start program
provided more than 1,800 families with family services
support. Thirty‐one Head Start/Early Head Start centers
provided child care for 1,374 preschool children and 499
infants and toddlers. In 2008‐09, the Oakland Head Start
Program created the “Teach Flu a Lesson” initiative,
becoming the first Head Start agency on the West Coast,
and third in the nation, to conduct on‐site flu clinics.
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Source: Alameda County Public Health Department

National Night Out ‐ Participation in Oakland's National
Night Out has increased from 35 to 453 block parties in recent years, involving approximately 29,000 adults and youth.

Farmers Markets ‐ The number of weekly farmers markets in Oakland has more than doubled since 2005 to 15 markets.

In the Works
Creation of New Community Gardens ‐ The City and other partners allocated funding in 2009 to convert two small
blighted West Oakland parks, Fitzgerald and Union Plaza, into vibrant community parks with garden spaces and a
community market farm. Scheduled for completion in 2011, the farm will provide organically grown fruits, vegetables
and eggs to West Oakland residents.

For more highlights and performance data, visit www.sustainableoakland.com
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Community, Culture & Education
As individuals and as a community, we benefit from opportunities to receive a quality education and to live in a
supportive, enjoyable community. A diverse and vibrant community, Oakland is home to a variety of cultural institutions
and activities that benefit all members of the Oakland community, creating a more joyful and engaging environment
supporting creative expression. Quality local education opportunities provide Oakland with a smart, capable workforce
and enable our residents to pursue their chosen paths.

Sustainable City Highlights
The Coolest ‐ Oakland was recently ranked the 5th coolest city in the U.S.
by Forbes Magazine. It’s also block‐by‐block the most culturally and
ethnically diverse city in America.
Culinary Delights ‐ Oakland has burst onto the national culinary scene with
80 recent major restaurant openings citywide and impressive reviews in
regional, national and industry press. These restaurants have brought new
cultural vitality to many transit‐oriented Oakland neighborhoods and jobs
for Oakland residents.
Oakland Museum Renovations ‐ The Oakland Museum of California reopened in May 2010 following
major renovations designed to make the museum more welcoming, accessible and relevant to the
diverse population of Oakland, the East Bay and California. The Museum revamped presentation of
its collections, inviting visitors to discover the many stories of California and to explore their own
contributions to the state’s social, artistic, and environmental heritage. More: www.museumca.org
Art Murmur ‐ On the first Friday of every month, the Oakland Art Murmur draws hundreds of people to enjoy the
walkable Uptown arts scene. The Art Murmur’s mission is to support art and cultural venues dedicated to increasing
popular awareness of and participation in the arts in Oakland. Member galleries are open to the public, a portion of 23rd
Street is closed to auto traffic, and live music, art and food vendors are abundant.

Uptown Neighborhood Revitalization
With the Fox Theater opening in 2009, complementing the Paramount and other
venues, Oakland's Uptown neighborhood has become a hub of nightlife activity and a
model of community redevelopment. Once Oakland’s main shopping district, the
Uptown neighborhood is once again drawing people to experience the entertainment
venues, newly opened restaurants, and gallery scene. Popular condo and apartment
complexes have been developed as part of the City’s 10K Downtown Housing
Initiative. The free “B” shuttle connects residents and visitors to the city’s downtown
core. The City of Oakland encouraged and facilitated much of this growth through
public/private partnerships and development incentives.
Sustainable Oakland 2010 Report
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Arts Support ‐ The City of Oakland has provided support
to more than 150 Oakland arts organizations and
individual artists in recent years through $3.5 million in
cultural arts grants. These grants generated nearly $55
million in private‐sector spending on the arts.
Distinguished Schools ‐ Four Oakland elementary schools
were recognized as 2010 Distinguished Schools by the
California School Recognition Program, including: Chabot,
Montclair, Peralta and Thornhill Elementary.

Number of Major Community
Feshvals Annually

Public Art Installations ‐ Public art projects enhancing
public spaces completed in 2010 included artwork at the
new East Oakland Sports Center pool complex and 81st
Avenue Branch of the Oakland Public Library, renovations
at the Fremont Pool and Fire Station 18, and along the
Rockridge‐Temescal Greenbelt.
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Source: City of Oakland CEDA Cultural Arts & Marketing

% of Students Proﬁcient or Advanced

Nationally Recognized Arts Scene ‐ Ranked the 11th best
U.S. city for artists and designers by Art Bistro in 2010,
Oakland boasts more than 300 arts organizations and
several hundred arts‐related businesses employing more
than 10,000 people. Oakland has more working artists per
capita than any American city outside of Manhattan.

California Standards Test Performance of
Oakland Uniﬁed School District
50%
40%

Mathemahcs (Grades
2‐7 & end‐of‐course)

30%

English‐Language Arts
(Grades 2‐11)

20%

Science CST (Grades 5,
8 & 10)

10%

History (Grades 8, 11
& end‐of‐course)

0%

Science End‐of‐Course

Education Programs ‐ With $8.3 million from the Oakland
2007
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2010
Fund for Children and Youth and additional leveraged
Source: California Department of Education
funding, the City helped to expand after‐school, summer
enrichment, college and career prep programs providing tutoring, homework help and a variety of recreation activities
at 73 school sites and 32 community sites. These programs reach more than 12,000 Oakland students.

Measured Performance
Two Million Library Visits ‐ In 2010, Oakland Public Libraries celebrated surpassing hosting 2 million visitors.
Reading Ranks ‐ Oakland was ranked America’s 18th most educated large city (>250,000 residents) in 2006 by CNN
Money. In 2010, Oakland was ranked California’s 2nd most literate large city by Central Connecticut State University.

For more highlights and performance data, visit www.sustainableoakland.com
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Natural Resources, Waste & Environmental Health
Oakland is located in a region abundant with natural resources upon which we rely for food, water, energy, raw
materials, recreation and respite. Yet these resources are limited, and natural systems are threatened by the impacts of
development, pollution, and over‐consumption. City policies related to creek protection, zero waste, climate change,
toxic materials and other issues are designed to protect the health of our natural environment and make best use of
natural resources.

Sustainable City Highlights
Rain Barrels for Stormwater Management ‐ The Oakland Watershed & Stormwater
Management Rain Barrel Program provided residents access to rain barrels at a significantly
reduced cost. Oakland households purchased approximately 600 rain barrels by the end of
2010. These rain barrels are capturing roof runoff so that it can be released safely and slowly
into the landscape, helping to prevent high flows and erosion on Oakland's hill slopes and in
creeks.
Bay Friendly Landscaping Policy ‐ The Oakland City Council adopted an ordinance in July
2009 requiring all City of Oakland, Oakland Redevelopment Agency, and public‐private
projects funded by the City or Redevelopment Agency to comply with Bay Friendly
Landscaping guidelines, reducing water needs and waste. City maintenance operations
are also following these guidelines.
Bring Your Own Bag Campaign ‐ The City’s Bring Your Own Bag Campaign has reduced
waste by distributing 164,500 reusable bags over the last two years. These reusable
bags replaced single‐use bags, helping to reduce litter, protect our waterways and
conserve natural resources.
Port of Oakland Maritime Air Quality Improvement Plan ‐ The Port of Oakland
released its Maritime Air Quality Improvement Plan in April 2009, guiding Port efforts
to reduce air quality and health impacts of its maritime operations. In July 2009, the Port partnered with regional, state
and federal agencies to provide $22 million for truck retrofits to help truckers meet new state air quality requirements.
Lake Merritt Improvements & Stormwater Quality
Robust improvements around Oakland’s Lake Merritt are improving water
quality, enhancing habitat in and around the lake, expanding park space,
calming traffic, improving bicycle and pedestrian access, and creating a more
enjoyable experience for Oakland residents and visitors. Projects completed in
2010 included installation of trash capture technology to remove stormwater
pollutants from Lake Merritt and the Oakland Estuary, and reconstruction of
bird islands offering valuable habitat. These projects were supported by
Oakland’s Measure DD and the State Water Resources Control Board.
Sustainable Oakland 2010 Report
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Volunteers: Cleaning It, Greening It, Meaning It ‐ Through
the hard work and dedication of community volunteers,
the City’s environmental stewardship initiatives are helping
to preserve Oakland’s natural environment. Cleanup events
occurring regularly in Oakland include: Creek to Bay Day,
Arbor Day, Earth Day, Adopt a Park, Adopt a Creek, Adopt
a Spot, and various neighborhood cleanup projects
organized through the City’s Public Works Agency.
Volunteers worked more than 70,000 hours in Oakland
cleanup events and projects in 2010 alone.

6,000
Volunteers Parhcipahng

Measured Performance

Volunteer Par[cipa[on in Earth Day and Creek
to Bay Day Environmental Stewardship Events
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Source: City of Oakland Public Works Agency

Solid Waste Disposal in Landﬁll from Oakland
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Leading By Example ‐ The City of Oakland continues to
lead by example in greening its own facilities and
operations. In 2009, the City achieved green business
certification through the Alameda County Green Business
Program for its downtown City Center complex (City Hall,
150 and 250 Frank H. Ogawa Plaza buildings and outdoor
plaza area). Several other City facilities are in the process
of re‐certification.

350,000

Solid Waste Reduction ‐ Between 2000 and 2010, the
300,000
amount of material sent to landfill from Oakland
250,000
residential properties decreased by 27%, while the amount
of material recycled, including organics, increased by 33%.
200,000
Total citywide solid waste disposal in landfills decreased by
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31% during this period, helping to conserve vital natural
Source: CalRecycle Disposal Reporting System
resources such as forests, water and soils, reducing
Oakland’s carbon footprint, and demonstrating steady progress toward Oakland’s adopted Zero Waste goal.

In the Works
Toward Zero Waste ‐ The City of Oakland is in the process of evaluating options to enhance its existing solid waste and
recycling programs to build on Oakland’s leading edge success and move the city closer to its zero waste goals.

For more highlights and performance data, visit www.sustainableoakland.com
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Oakland’s Sustainability Awards
Oakland, CA has been recognized as a top ten green U.S. city
eight times since 2005. Below are highlights of recent green
and sustainable city awards.

Top Ten Green and
Sustainable City!
Top Ten City – NRDC
Oakland was ranked 4th among U.S.
cities over 250,000 in population by
the Natural Resources Defense
Council’s (NRDC) July 2009 Smarter
Cities Rankings.
Top Ten Green City – Mother Nature Network
Oakland was ranked 4th among U.S. cities by the Mother Nature Network’s July 2009 Green Cities
rankings.
Top Ten Sustainable City – SustainLane
Oakland has been named one of America’s “Top Ten Sustainable Cities” in each of the last
three rankings (2005, 2006, 2008) performed by SustainLane. In 2008, Oakland was ranked
the 9th most sustainable city of the 50 largest cities in America.
Top Ten Green City – The Green Guide
Oakland was named one of America’s “Top Ten
Green Cities” two years in a row (2005 and 2006) by
The Green Guide. An online magazine featuring green living tips, product
reviews, and environmental health news, owned and operated by the
National Geographic Society.
Top Five Green City – Popular Science
Oakland was ranked #4 on the list of the 50 greenest
cities in the country by Popular Science.
Top Twenty Places to Live – Outside Magazine
Oakland was named one of “The 20 Best Towns in America” by Outside
Magazine in July 2008.
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Bicycle Friendly Community
In September 2010, Oakland was recognized as a Bicycle Friendly
Community by the League of American Bicyclists, one of only 18
communities nationwide to receive an award this cycle.
City Solar Award
Oakland was awarded a 2007 City Solar Award by NorCal Solar
for having the most solar power‐generating capacity installed
among large cities in 10 counties around the Bay Area.
US Conference of Mayors
In June 2008, Oakland’s innovative food scraps recycling program
won an honorable mention from the US Conference of Mayors as
a strategy for helping to curb global warming.
Storm Water Management Award
In October 2007, the City of Oakland’s Watershed Improvement
Program received a First Place National Storm Water
Management Program Excellence Award from the U.S. EPA.
4 Stars for Climate Protection
In 2001, Oakland was awarded 4 stars (out of 5) by ICLEI – Local
Governments for Sustainability for its efforts to measure and
reduce greenhouse gas emissions that contribute to global
warming and local climate impacts.
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Get Involved!
We all have a role to play in helping Oakland become a more livable and sustainable city. Oakland provides
many opportunities to:

Attend Events

such as Earth Expo (April), Bike‐to‐Work Day (May), National Night Out
(August), as well as community meetings in your neighborhood.

Volunteer

as a mentor to a student who needs a little support, or through community
clean‐up events happening on Earth Day (April), Creek‐to‐Bay Day
(September) and every month in neighborhoods throughout the city.

Shop Local

to support local businesses and jobs and reduce environmental impacts.

Live Greener

by making green choices every day such as driving less, recycling and
composting more, and improving the energy efficiency of your home.

Lead the Way

by encouraging friends and neighbors to also help make Oakland a more
livable and sustainable city every day.
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City Initiatives Driving Sustainability
Highlights of Oakland policies driving sustainability performance:
‐ Alameda County Waste Reduction and Recycling Act
‐ Recycled Content Procurement and Source Reduction Policy
‐ Recycling Space Allocation Ordinance
1990’s

‐ Pest Management Resolution
‐ Creek Protection, Storm Water Management and Discharge Control Ordinance
‐ Living Wage Ordinance
‐ Sustainable Development Resolution
‐ Climate Protection Resolution
‐ Dioxin and Public Health Resolution
‐ Construction and Demolition Recycling Ordinance
‐ Seventy‐five Percent Waste Reduction Resolution
‐ Green Fleet Resolution

2000’s

‐ Green Building Ordinance
‐ Chicago Climate Exchange Resolution
‐ Urban Environmental Accords Resolution
‐ Food Policy Plan Resolution
‐ Zero Waste Strategic Plan Resolution
‐ Green Building Guidelines Resolution
‐ Green Food Service Ware
‐ Resolution to Develop an Oil Independence Action Plan
‐ Food Policy Council Resolution
‐ Environmentally Preferable Purchasing Policy
‐ Extended Producer Responsibility Resolution
‐ Civic Bay Friendly Landscaping Ordinance
‐ Green Building Ordinance for Private Development
City of Oakland Elected Officers
Mayor Jean Quan
Members of the City Council:
Larry Reid (District 7), President
Desley Brooks (District 6), Vice Mayor
Jane Brunner (District 1)
Pat Kernighan (District 2)
Ignacio De La Fuente (District 5)
Nancy Nadel (District 3)
Rebecca Kaplan (At Large)
Libby Schaaf (District 4)
Barbara Parker, Acting City Attorney
Courtney Ruby, City Auditor
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This report was developed under the leadership of the Public
Works Agency – Environmental Services Division with
contributions from numerous City staff and partners.
250 Frank Ogawa Plaza, Suite 5301
Oakland, CA 94612
To learn more, visit the City’s Sustainable Oakland website at:

www.sustainableoakland.com
H
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