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Photo/Video Opportunity 
 

Oakland City Hall Celebrates 100 Years  
 
Oakland, CA – On May 6th from noon to 1 p.m., Oakland will celebrate City 
Hall turning 100. The beautiful Beaux-Art style building first opened its doors to 
the public in 1914. At 324 feet, City Hall was the first high-rise government 
building in the United States. When it opened, it was the tallest building west of 
the Mississippi River and in 1983 was placed on the National Registry of 
Historic Places.  
 

What:   Oakland’s City Hall Centennial Celebration 
When:   Tuesday, May 6, 2014, 12 noon – 1 pm 
Where:  One Frank H. Ogawa Plaza, 3rd Floor, City Hall 
Who:     Mayor Jean Quan will proclaim the day “City Hall Centennial 
 Day”. Happy birthday will be sung, and cake and punch will be 
 served. 
The building suffered major structural damage during the 1989 Loma Prieta 
earthquake, but remained standing. After retrofitting and repairs, it once again 
opened for business in 1995. It houses administrative offices of the City of 
Oakland, including Office of the Mayor, City Council and Council Chamber. 
 
“One hundred years of Oakland’s history has passed through these doors,” said 
Mayor Jean Quan. “It is a stately and elegant building that belongs to all 
Oakland citizens. We host not only government meetings, but art exhibitions, toy 
drives, housing workshops and we hope all our residents will visit our ‘civic 
home’ this year with pride.” 
 
City Hall Quick Facts 
 5th City Hall for Oakland 
 Mayor Frank Mott led effort for a $1.15M bond measure to build a 20th 

century city hall 
 Competition – 28 firms applied. Winner was Palmer & Hornbostel, architects 

from New York 
 Groundbreaking – 1911 with President Taft 
 Completed – 1914 and was tallest building west of the Mississippi 
 Nickname – “Mott’s Wedding Cake” 
 Originally housed a hospital, fire station and police station 
 Rotunda – 80 feet in height. Light fixture has 4,800 light bulbs. Bronze 

figures represent planets. 
 Decorative Elements – White California granite and terra cotta and 

agricultural symbols of olives, figs, grapes and wheat 
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 Council Chamber – 40 foot barrel vault ceiling 
 Jail – 12th floor was accessed by separate elevator and closed in 1963 
 Evacuated during 1989 earthquake. Closed for repairs until 1995. VBN 

Architects led the team. Rededication on September 15, 1995 
 113 base isolators installed in basement can withstand 7.0 earthquake on the  

Hayward Fault 
 Installed – 1,800 tons of steel, 4,000 cubic yards of concrete 
 Cost – $81.5M, with $61.1M from FEMA  
 Listed – National Register of Historic Places, California Register and City 

Landmark No. 28 
 
For more information on the City of Oakland, please visit our website at 
www.oaklandnet.com. 
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