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Mayor’s Pedestrian Access and Safety Task Force

Neighborhood Streets Safety Project

The Mayor’s Pedestrian Access and Safety Task Force formed in April
2011 to increase awareness and advocate for seniors and people with
disabilities who walk Oakland. The Task Force was one of the first efforts
to come out of Mayor Quan’s Town Hall Meetings, when residents of
West Oakland raised concerns about pedestrian safety.

Members of the City’s Commission on Persons with Disabilities,
Commission on Aging, and Bicycle and Pedestrian Advisory Committee
and city staffers quickly coalesced around the goal of better integrating
needs of vulnerable populations into city transportation projects. This task
force identified the intersection of 18th & Adeline Streets, which serves a
city library, senior center and major park, to illustrate common pedestrian
barriers—and solutions.

This bustling West Oakland intersection has been transformed thanks to
the focused attention of the Task Force, the ADA Programs Division, and
especially the Public Works Agency. This "Neighborhood Streets Safety"
project leveraged limited street and sidewalk improvement resources to
rapidly address the priorities of pedestrians who frequent the area.

The City has resurfaced the streets, repaired sidewalks, installed new
curb ramps, and added audible pedestrian push buttons to facilitate safe
crossing. In addition, the City has rehabilitated disabled parking zones,
bus stops, and other transportation amenities and added several traffic
calming measures.

These improvements allow universal access and serve to empower all
types of pedestrians to come out and enjoy the local amenities and
services to a much greater — and safer — degree. Increased access for
pedestrians with disabilities and safer access to AC Transit corridors for
primary users — students, seniors, and people with disabilities are the
significant benefits of the Neighborhood Street Safety project.

The Task Force plans next to evaluate this project and join with other
bicycle and pedestrian advocates calling for a complete streets approach
to transportation planning in Oakland.

Before After



