

Come out on Saturday, September 16, 2017, to clean and green
Oakland at the 22nd Annual Oakland Creek to Bay Day. Volunteers of all ages and abilities are
encouraged to participate in this
citywide community event. Gather your friends, family, neighbors
and coworkers to join in cleaning
up litter, restoring habitat and
making a difference for Oakland’s creeks, parks, streets and
shoreline. This Creek to Bay Day
a record number of diverse projects (52!) will offer something of
interest to everyone. Tools for the
cleanup activities will be provided by Oakland Public Works.
Oakland Creek to Bay Day is one
of many cleanup events taking
place around the globe on International Coastal Cleanup Day.
Volunteers on Oakland Creek to
Bay Day work to prevent debris
from entering our storm drains
and creeks, which drain to the
San Francisco Bay and out to the
Pacific Ocean. This year all volunteers will receive a custom
bandana printed with a map of
Oakland’s creeks.
Oakland Creek to Bay Day and
Coastal Cleanup Day volunteers
also collect data about the trash
they find and clean up. This data
gives us a better understanding of
the types, amounts and sources of
trash. Eighty percent of all trash
found in the oceans originates on
land, so our efforts to collect data
and prevent trash from entering
the storm drain system and our
natural waterways are critical.
This year, Oakland is partnering
with Litterati to help collect trash
data on a piece-by-piece level
using their free cell phone app.
The app allows you to map, photograph and describe trash. This
data is then used by Litterati and
its users to identify opportunities
for litter reduction actions that
consumers, companies, cities and
communities can take. Removing
litter from our streets and waterways is an important action we all
can take to keep our streets and
creeks clean, prevent blocked
storm drains and flooding, and
avoid pollution of our marine
environment.














Day participation continues to
grow, with this year featuring 52
sites, the highest number to date.
In 2016, 1,020 volunteers removed the equivalent of 1,061
30-gallon trash bags of debris
from Oakland’s creeks, parks,
streets and shoreline.
Global Family School, an elementary school in the Fruitvale
neighborhood, is one local group
that is helping clean up Oakland.
On Earth Day in April 2017,
Global Family School hosted a
schoolwide sidewalk cleanup in
the Fruitvale neighborhood. Eric
Robertson, a teacher at Global
Family School, said, “By removing litter from the streets, the students were able to see the real
tangible difference they could
make in their immediate environment.”

On Oakland Creek to Bay Day,
Eric will host a cleanup at Cesar
Chavez Park where students and
volunteers from the community
will remove litter from the park,
which includes a stretch of Peralta Creek. Eric says, “Oakland
Creek to Bay Day is an opportunity to involve the students and
community in being stewards of
our local creeks, and to connect
Volunteers have made great
with urban nature right in our
strides in the last 21 years of Oak- backyard.”
land Creek to Bay Day events to
Habitat restoration projects conclean up Oakland. Creek to Bay
ducted by Oakland Creek to Bay

Day volunteers focus on invasive
plant removal. Last year, volunteers removed the equivalent of
3,883 20-gallon bags of invasive
plants as part of native plant habitat restoration projects. Restoring
native plant habitat improves
conditions for wildlife. In the
heavily urbanized Oakland landscape, creeks are some of the last
remnants of wild habitat. Serving
as refuges, migratory stopovers
and corridors between open spaces and parks, Oakland’s creeks
are critical to wildlife.

chain and other resources on
which our lives depend.”

Creek to Bay 2017 Locations
With more than 50 cleanup and
beautification sites throughout the
city, there are many opportunities
to join groups like the Global
Family School and Friends of
Montclair Railroad Trail on September 16 and make a difference
in the community. Some of the
larger sites in need of volunteers
include:
 Arroyo Viejo Park
7701 Krause Street
The Friends of Montclair Rail Beaconsfield Canyon
road Trail is another volunteer
2639 Beaconsfield Place
group that has helped with Oak Butters Canyon
land’s habitat restoration for
near 3514 Butters Drive
many years. It is a communitybased group of trail users, neigh-  Dimond Park playground
3860 Hanly Road
bors and supporters who value the
historic trail and wish to create a
lasting natural legacy for future
generations to enjoy. Regular
monthly cleanups on the third
Saturday include litter and dog
waste pickup, and removal of
invasive plants to restore habitat
for pollinators, birds and other
local wildlife. Information about
monthly cleanups is available at
Montclairrrtrail.org.

East Creek Slough
5200 Coliseum Way
Grand Advent Church
278 Grand Avenue
Jingletown
300 Derby Avenue
Josie de la Cruz Park at
Carmen Flores Recreation
Center, 1637 Fruitvale Avenue
Leona Lodge Meadow/
Horseshoe Creek
4444 Mountain Boulevard
Marj Saunders Park
Ascot Drive and Chelton Drive
Middle Harbor Shoreline Park
2777 Middle Harbor Road
Oak Glen Park
3600 Richmond Boulevard
Peralta Hacienda Historical
Park, 2465 34th Avenue
Rainbow Recreation Center
5800 International Boulevard
Temescal Creek, Rockridge
Cavour Street at Redondo Way

More sites are listed at
OaklandCreekToBay.org, along
with a map and other helpful information.
While you’re out volunteering,
post pictures to social media with
the hashtag #oaklandcreektobay
so you can share all the great
work everyone is doing to clean
and green Oakland!
For more information about
Creek to Bay Day, visit
oaklandcreektobay.org or call
(510) 238-7611, TTY (510)
238-3254.
Creek to Bay Day is sponsored by
the City of Oakland Public Works
Department, the Alameda County
Flood Control and Water Conservation District, and the California
Coastal Commission in conjunction with Coastal Cleanup Day.

Jeff Kahn, Friends of Montclair
Railroad Trail Board member,
said, “Creek to Bay Day is a great
time to pick up dog waste, plastics and other trash. Litter in our
parks and streets inevitably ends
up getting into our waterways,
causing damage to entire ecosystems – including our own food
Clockwise from top: Brown Girl
Surf cleans up litter at Channel
Park. Friends of Montclair Railroad
Trail with some of their interesting
finds. Volunteers plant trees in East
Oakland. Cleanup at Estuary Park.
Friends and neighbors clean up
Lake Merritt.

Become an Adopt a Drain Volunteer:
Help our creeks, bay, oceans throughout the year
Leaves and trash in the street can collect and clog
storm drains or send trash into the bay. A little volunteer effort goes a long way in helping Oakland Public
Works maintain more than 7,500 storm drains to reduce flooding and prevent pollution of our waterways.

Adopt a Drain volunteers receive storm alert notifications and are eligible to receive tools and supplies to
help keep drains clear of debris. For more information
or to find available storm drains to adopt, visit
AdoptaDrainOakland.com or call (510) 238-7630.

