Volunteer to clean & green Oakland’s
streets, creeks, shoreline

Join hundreds during 21st Annual Creek to Bay Day, Saturday, September 17
Volunteer to clean and green our
community at the 21st annual
Oakland Creek to Bay Day on Saturday, September 17, 2016. Volunteers
of all ages and abilities are encouraged to participate in this citywide
community event, so gather your
friends, family and co-workers to
join you in making a difference by
cleaning up litter and restoring habitat in Oakland’s creeks, parks, streets
and shoreline. With varied volunteer
projects throughout Oakland, there is
something for everyone. Tools for
the cleanup activities will be provided by the City Of Oakland’s Public
Works Department.

 Butters Canyon

Oakland Creek to Bay Day is one of
many regional cleanup events
throughout the world on Coastal
Cleanup Day. Volunteers at the
event work to prevent debris from
entering our storm drains and creeks,
which drain to San Francisco Bay
and out to the Pacific Ocean. Eighty
percent of all trash found in the
oceans originates on land, and nearly
ninety percent of that trash is plastic.
These plastics accumulate and create
environments that are harmful to
marine life.
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At Hegenberger Road
litter and invasive plants, and to
restore habitat at Leona Lodge
Meadow. Removing invasive French
broom plants and restoring the native
plant habitat provides hands-on experiential learning that the students
love.

Removing litter from our streets and
waterways is an important action we
can all do to keep our streets and
creeks clean, prevent blocked storm
drains and flooding, and avoid further pollution of our marine environment. Oakland Creek to Bay Day is a
great opportunity for volunteers to
improve their community’s health
and to learn first hand about the
connections between litter, pollution
and the health of our watersheds,
coastline and bay.
As the filters disintegrate, they reThe California Coastal Commission lease up to several thousand chemicals, forty-three of which are known
estimates that cigarette filters, food
wrappers and containers, bottle caps carcinogens. These chemicals are
documented to be very toxic to fish,
and lids, plastic bags and eating
and are potentially dangerous to
utensils are the top five types of
trash cleaned up by volunteers across other wildlife.
our state. This year, the California
Volunteers have made great strides
Coastal Commission is targeting the in the last twenty years of Oakland
cleanup of cigarette filters to inCreek to Bay Day events to clean up
crease awareness of the environmen- Oakland. In 2015, 1,200 volunteers
tal damage they cause. Cigarette
removed 16,000 pounds of debris
filters are made from nonfrom Oakland’s creeks, parks, shorebiodegradable plastic that breaks
lines and streets.
down but never fully decomposes.
An example of one of our local
groups that is helping cleanup
Oakland is the Bay Area Black
Divers, a local scuba diving group
that adopted Oakland Estuary Park
for regular cleanups throughout the
year and on Oakland Creek to Bay
Day. They will host another cleanup

this year, spending a day in service
to the community by removing debris from the edge of the bay and
improving the park for local wildlife
and park visitors.
Rebecca Hunter organized the Bay
Area Black Divers and other friends
to participate in this event because
she is an advocate for community
service and improving our environment. “I enjoy knowing that our
efforts make a visible difference,”
stated Hunter. “Without our work,
the shoreline site could grow to be a
hazardous and dangerous area with
all of the debris that collects there.”
Last year, volunteers from the Bay
Area Black Divers kept 342 pounds
of trash out of the bay and ocean by
removing it from Estuary Park.
Oakland Creek to Bay Day volunteers also conduct habitat restoration
projects. At last year’s event, volunteers removed 150 cubic yards of
invasive plants as part of native plant
habitat restoration projects. Restoring native plant habitat improves
conditions for wildlife. In the heavily
urbanized Oakland landscape, creeks
are some of the last vestiges of remnant wild habitat and are therefore
that much more critical to wildlife –
serving as refuge, migratory stopovers and corridors between open
spaces and parks.
Baywood Learning Centers is one of
the groups that has helped with
Oakland’s habitat restoration. They
adopted the portion of Horseshoe
Creek near their alternative school
campus in 2011 and currently work
with Merritt College’s Environmental Science Department to remove

Help our creeks, bay, oceans throughout the year
by becoming an Adopt a Drain Volunteer
Leaves and trash in the street can collect and clog storm
drains or send trash into the Bay. A little volunteer
effort goes a long way in helping Oakland Public
Works maintain over 7,500 storm drains to reduce
flooding and prevent pollution of our waterways. Find
available storm drains to adopt for volunteer cleaning at
AdoptaDrainOakland.com.

Adopt a Drain volunteers receive the City’s storm alert
notifications and are eligible to receive City tools and
supplies to help keep drains clear of debris.
Visit AdoptaDrainOakland.com or call (510) 2387630 for more information.

On Oakland Creek to Bay Day, these
students along with other volunteers
will improve Horseshoe Creek for
native plants and wildlife. “Oakland
Creek to Bay Day is a great opportunity to meet people in the nearby
community who share the values of
being good stewards and protecting
our parks, natural resources and open
space,” said Grace Neufeld, Executive Director and Founder of the
Baywood Learning Centers.
Creek to Bay 2016 Locations
With cleanup and beautification
activities sites throughout the city,
there are many opportunities to join
groups like the Bay Area Black Divers and Baywood Learning Centers
on September 17 and make a difference in the community. Some of the
larger sites in need of volunteers are:
 Arroyo Viejo Park

7701 Krause Street

 Temescal Creek in Rockridge

Cavour Street at Redondo Way
More sites are listed on our website,
oaklandcreektobay.org, along with a
map and other helpful information.
While you’re out volunteering, post
pictures to social media with the
hashtag #oaklandcreektobay so you
can share all the great work everyone
is doing to clean and green Oakland!
For more information about the
event, visit oaklandcreektobay.org
or call (510) 238-7611, TTY (510)
238-3254.
Creek to Bay Day is sponsored by
the City of Oakland Public Works
Department, the Alameda County
Flood Control and Water Conservation District, and the California
Coastal Commission in conjunction
with Coastal Cleanup Day.
Clockwise from top: Friends and neighbors clean up in East Oakland. Bay Area
Black Divers cleanup Estuary Park.
Cleanup in East Creek Slough. Landscaping in Dimond Park. Volunteers
work together at the Jingletown cleanup
site. Removal of weeds at Fruitvale
Bridge Park.

