OAKLAND POLICE DEPARTMENT
NEIGHBORHOOD SERVICES SECTION

Lunar New Year Safety Tips

Robbery Prevention

» Think about your appearance. Expensive and flashy jewelry may draw unwanted
attention. Keep your cell phone in your pocket.

« Walk with someone. Most attackers will be discouraged if you have company. Walk on
main streets with lots of foot traffic. Avoid public parks at night

» When walking down the street, be aware of your surroundings. Stay in well lighted areas
and stay away from alleys.

» Avoid carrying a large amount of cash and numerous credit cards when not needed. Keep
your wallet in your front pocket. When carrying a purse, keep the strap around your neck
and keep the purse in front of your body.

« Keep an arm’s length away from strangers. Be aware of small groups and what they are
doing. If you are uncomfortable about the group, change your walking route. When
walking to your car have your keys in your closed hand and be ready to open the door.

» Tryto avoid using ATMs late at night. Make sure the ATM is well lit, and be aware of
any people "loitering™ in the area. Try to avoid going to the ATM by yourself and first
check to see if anyone is "loitering” around. Put your money in your pocket before
leaving the ATM, store or restaurant.

« If you are being followed by someone, cross the street, vary your pace and change
direction. If the person persists, go to a lighted store and call the police emergency
number 9-1-1. Keep looking back to let the person following you know that you cannot
be taken by surprise.

Home Security

» Be extra cautious about locking doors and windows when you leave home, even for a few
minutes. Make sure all doors close easily and lock securely.

» When leaving home for an extended time, ask a family member or trusted neighbor to
watch your house, pick up your newspaper and mail, and accept any deliveries.

« Indoor and outdoor lights and a radio should be left operated by an automatic timer so
your home looks and sounds occupied when you are away.

« Home displays of valuables should not be visible through the windows or doors.

» Engrave all personal property with your California Driver’s License or California ID
number. Photograph or videotape the items you cannot engrave.

Report suspicious persons and activity to the police by calling (510) 777-3333.
For emergency call 911 or by cell phone (510) 777-3211. tr-3s03
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