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Oakland Police Department’s 174th
 

Basic Academy 

Graduation  

 

Oakland, CA — Today, May 20, 2016, at 10:00 AM, 44 members of the 174th 

Oakland Police Basic Academy graduated at the Oakland Scottish Rite Center. 

 

In attendance at the graduation were Oakland Police Chief Sean Whent, Mayor 

Libby Schaaf, City Administrator Sabrina Landreth, Assistant Chief Paul 

Figueroa, Deputy Chief Oliver Cunningham, Deputy Chief John Lois, Deputy 

Chief Danielle Outlaw, Oakland Police Officers Association representative 

Sergeant Barry Donelan, Personnel Resources & Training Division Commander 

Captain Drennon Lindsey and Training Section staff: Lieutenant Sekou 

Millington and Recruit Training Officers Rob Romero and Mario Bonilla.  

 

Chief Whent gave the opening speech and thanked the graduates’ families and 

loved ones for supporting them during their time of academy training. He 

encouraged the graduates with the words, “We all came here to serve our 

community. As you encounter challenges and difficulties, remember back to 

today, when you first wore the badge that says ‘Police Officer’ and take pride in 

the fact that you have become one of the few entrusted to guard this community.” 

 

The 44 newly sworn Oakland Police Officers are: 

 

1. Sharif Abdelaziz 

2. Andrew Ang 

3. Lillian Arenas 

4. Kim Armstead 

5. Kayla Brandwood 

6. Daniel Breznik 

7. Gian Nicollo Bruno 

8. Devon Butler 

9. Blaine Carlile 

10. Felicia Cervantes 

11. Sergey Chernyavskiy 

12. Natasha Coral 

13. Clifford Doan 

14. Marqus Dunn 

15. Pedram Farhang 

16. Roland Fernandez 

17. Steven Frias 

18. Anthony Gaines 

19. Austin Gatdula 

20. Meeran Gichki 

21. Lyon Ho 

22. Richard Ilesanmi 

 



23. Aaron Johnson 

24. Sharde Johnson 

25. Sydney Kofford 

26. Matthew Lajoie 

27. Scott Lamphiear 

28. Micaela Maley 

29. Nicholas Neff 

30. Dennis Nguyen 

31. Gregory Palomo 

32. Noel Prado 

33. Darryl Rodgers 

34. Carlos Rodriguez 

35. Anthony Sanchez 

36. Adam Sappington 

37. Kanwaljit Singh 

38. Ryan Smith 

39. Prince Manual Tenefrancia 

40. Jon-Luis Toloumu 

41. Carla Vasquez 

42. Steven Wesley 

43. Louis Winer 

44. Ronald Yang 

 

Most new officers received their badges from Chief Sean Whent, although six 

had the honor of being pinned by members of their own family who currently 

serve or have served in law enforcement: 

 

 Kayla Brandwood by her grandfather, Ret. Oakland Police Sergeant 

Arthur Brandwood Sr. 

 Anthony Gaines by his aunt, San Francisco Sheriff Deputy Rhonda 

Gaines 

 Darryl Rodgers by his father, San Francisco Police Officer Darryl 

Rodgers 

 Matthew Lajoie by his uncle, Ventura Police Officer William Lajoie 

 Nicholas Neff by his cousin, Oakland Police Officer Matthew Neff 

 Anthony Sanchez by his father, Ret. Oakland Police Officer Rocky 

Sanchez 

 

Pedram Farhang was honored as class valedictorian for having maintained the 

highest overall academic and performance standing in the class. 

 

The diversity of Oakland is reflected in the 44-member class. The ethnic makeup 

of the class is fairly balanced between African-American, Asian, Caucasian, 

Latino, and Native American. Several graduates are bilingual and 18 languages 

are represented in this class. 

 

Celebratory cheers from family and friends rang out as Lieutenant Sekou 

Millington announced the names of our new officers and welcomed them to the 

ranks of the Oakland Police Department. 

 

For more information, please contact the Media Relations Office at (510) 238-

7230 or opdmedia@oaklandnet.com.  
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Visit Nixle.com to receive Oakland Police Department alerts, advisories and 

community messages, or follow OPD on Twitter, @oaklandpoliceca. 
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