City of
OAKLAND

California

Media Contact:

Officer Johnna Watson
Ms. Cynthia Perkins
Media Relations Office
510-238-7230
opdmedia@oaklandnet.com

News from: Oakland Police Department

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
January 20, 2012

Oakland Police Department Safety Advisory
Regarding Craigslist Robberies

Oakland, CA - The Oakland Police Department would like to make the public
aware of a series of armed robberies that have occurred to victims who have
responded to a Craigslist ad involving a vehicle for sale.

Since December of 2011, the Oakland Police Department has received multiple
reports of out of town buyers, not familiar with Oakland, who respond to a
Craigslist ad regarding a vehicle for sale.

The ads are usually placed outside the City of Oakland advertising a vehicle for
sale in another City. Prior to the final sell of the vehicle, the seller changes the
location of the deal to Oakland, where the buyer is then directed to the upper area
of Lake Merritt, near freeway 580 and Harrison Street.

Upon arrival to the designated location, the buyer is approached and robbed at
gunpoint by two to five African American males.

The public is reminded to use extra caution when conducting business with
unknown individuals or in unfamiliar locations.

Anyone with information is asked to contact Oakland Police Department Major
Crimes Section Investigators at (510) 238-3475.

The Oakland Police Department and Crime Stoppers of Oakland are offering a
reward of up to $20,000 for information leading to the arrest and conviction of
those responsible for these crimes.

For more information please contact the Media Relations Office at (510) 238-7230
or opdmedia@oaklandnet.com



