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Oakland Announces 2013 Mother of the Year 
60th Annual Awards Ceremony Honors Annalee Allen 
 
Oakland, CA – Oakland Parks and Recreation is pleased to announce that 
Annalee Allen has been chosen as Oakland’s 2013 Mother of the Year.  
Raised in Berkeley, Annalee graduated from UCLA with a degree in Art History 
before settling in Oakland with her husband Jim in 1978. She is the mother of 
three sons.    
  
Ms. Allen has been a consummate volunteer at more than 20 community 
organizations, serving in leadership positions at many of them. She was 
nominated for the Mother of the Year award by the Oakland Heritage Alliance 
(OHA). One OHA board member recalls her bringing along a tiny infant to a 
Board Retreat, showing a living example of this mother's determination to carry 
out a commitment. She has shown an amazing balance between the personal and 
civic activities she takes on - and always with a smile. 
 
Annalee has been a dedicated Oakland booster, working to tell Oakland's story in 
a positive and optimistic way, promoting the city's virtues, heritage, quirks and 
culture. The Alameda County Historical Society wrote a letter of support stating, 
“she has provided guidance and always brilliant ideas for programs and events... 
and she has demonstrated her love of our city and county with her cheerful 
willingness to serve. She is an exemplary volunteer.” Since 1996, Annalee has 
coordinated the City of Oakland’s Oakland Tours Program, promoting the efforts 
of volunteer guides who lead walking tours of Oakland’s downtown. The 
Waterfront Action wrote that she ”works to educate people about the treasurers 
and colorful history of Oakland.” Annalee has published three books to educate 
the public on the city’s history: Selections from the Oakland Tribune Archives, 
Oakland Landmarks, and Oakland (Postcard History Series). 
 
The honoree will be recognized during the Oakland Mother of the Year 
Award Ceremony, 10:30 a.m., on Saturday, May 11, 2013 at the Morcom 
Rose Garden, 700 Jean Street, Oakland, CA.   
 
Oakland’s Mother of the Year Award is a project of Oakland Parks and 
Recreation and was initiated in 1954 to publicly honor an Oakland citizen whose 
contributions to the community symbolize the finest traditions of motherhood, 
although being a parent is not a requirement to be nominated for the Mother of 
the Year Award. Past honorees have included hard-working, dedicated 
community servants whose volunteerism has been exemplary.   
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