
 

VEHICULAR FOOD VENDING 
City of Oakland 

 
The general purpose of these regulations is to 
promote the health, safety, comfort, 
convenience, prosperity, and general welfare 
of the community by requiring new and 
existing vehicular food vendors to provide a 
minimum level of cleanliness, quality and 
security.  
 
It is unlawful to operate a Vehicular Food 
Vending (VFV) business in Oakland without 
first obtaining a Vehicular Food Vending 
permit.  Vehicular food vending means the 
sale of ready-to-eat prepared foods from 
trucks located on private property. 
 
 
WHERE  DO  I  GET  PERMIT  INFORMATION? 
Vehicular food vendors who want to operate in 
Oakland can obtain permit info and an application from: 
  
CEDA - Permit Center (Building, Zoning, Inspections) 

250 Frank H Ogawa Plaza, 2nd floor 
Oakland, CA 94612              (510) 238-6402 

 
Mon -  Fri  =  8:00 am - 4:00 pm  
Wed only  =  9:30 am - 4:00 pm 

 
HOW  DO  I  APPLY  FOR  A  PERMIT? 
*To sell from private property located along designated 

streets per OMC 8.09  (see Map): 
 

Submit completed application at:   
CEDA - Permit Center  (Inspections counter)      
8:00 - 10:00 am only (Mon - Fri, except Wed) 
9:30 – 10:30 am only (Wed) 

(510) 238-6402 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
HOW  DO  I  APPLY  FOR  A  VF Vending PERMIT? 
The following information must be submitted at the time 
of permit application: 
 
• Completed ‘Vehicular Food Vending Permit 

Application’ form, 
• Legal name of VF vending business owner & mailing 

address. 
• Address or assessor parcel number (APN) of the 

proposed vehicular food vending site, 
• Signed and notarized affidavit from the property 

owner permitting the VF vendor to locate there,  
• Current ‘City of Oakland Business Tax Certificate’, 
• Proof of valid ‘Alameda County Health Permit‘ for the 

VFV vehicle, 
• Photocopy of valid CA Driver’s license or any valid 

form of identification of the VFV owner/operator, 
• Copy of current vehicle DMV registration for food 

vending vehicle and employees,  
• Scaled Site Plan showing location of VFV vehicle & 

other site elements (i.e. buildings, driveways, 
fences). 

• Six photographs (different views) of the proposed 
VFV site,  

• Four photographs (different views) of the VFV 
vehicle, 

• Photograph of proposed business signage, 
• Affidavit from property owner within 200 ft, permitting 

use of restroom facilities by the VF vendors (if 
needed; see below). 

 
HOW OFTEN DO I NEED TO RENEW THE PERMIT? 
VF Vending permits are valid for 12 months and must 
be renewed annually on or before April 15th. 
 
WHAT RULES APPLY TO A VF VENDING PERMIT? 
• The VF vendor shall locate on private property. 
• The VF vendor shall not locate within 200 ft (as 

measured from the parcel boundary) of any fast food 
restaurant, other VF vendor, full-service restaurant or 
delicatessen, or within 500 ft of any public park or 
school.  

• The VF vendor shall not locate in the public right-of-
way. 

• The VF vendor shall not locate in parking spaces 
required to meet minimum parking requirements for 
other on-site businesses. 

 
• The VF vehicle shall not block any parking, 

driveways or maneuvering aisles required to serve 
other businesses, and shall be visible from the 
street.  

• The VFV vehicle shall be set back a minimum of 10 
ft from any public sidewalk or right-of-way when the 
service window faces the street. 

 
Condition & Appearance of Vehicle. 
• The VF vendor shall display a current Business Tax 

Certificate, Alameda County Health Permit & decal, 
and VF Vending Permit at all times in plain view from 
the exterior of the vehicle.  

• The applicant shall display no more than 3 signs 
attached to the vehicle (including a ‘No Loitering’ 
sign), with a maximum aggregate display area of 30 
square ft per sign.  

• The VFV vehicle and use shall be entirely self-
sufficient in terms of gas, water, and 
telecommunications. 

• The VFV vehicle shall be a self-propelled vehicle 
maintained in operating condition at all times.. 

• The vendor shall not discharge items onto the 
sidewalk, gutter or storm inlets. 

 
See Application Packet for a complete list of rules 
related to VFV operation and site/vehicle maintenance. 
 
HOW MUCH DOES THE PERMIT COST? 
With your initial application, you are required to pay a 
non-refundable fee of $99.00. Once the application is 
approved, the application fee shall be credited toward 
your final permit fee of $2090.75 per 2010-11 Master 
Fee Schedule. 
 
 
ADDITIONAL CONTACT INFORMATION 
 
HEALTH CERTIFICATE 
Alameda County Environmental Health Services 
1131 Harbor Bay Parkway, Alameda ,CA 
(510) 567-6700 
 
ZONING CLEARANCE 
Planning & Zoning 
250 Frank H Ogawa Plaza, 2nd Floor, Oakland CA 94612 
(510) 238-3912 
 
BUSINESS TAX CERTIFICATE 
Business Tax Section 
250 Frank H Ogawa Plaza #1234, Oakland CA 94612 
(510) 238-7474 
                                                   September 22, 2010 

*To sell from private property  located  outside 
 designated  streets  per OMC 8.09 (see Map): 

 
Obtain separate Zoning approvals (as required) at:  

CEDA - Permit Center  (Zoning counter) 
Hours & Location (See Permit Center above) 

(510) 238-3911 


