Polystrene Foam Food Service Ware

. Oakland Municipal Code section 8.07
Food service ware

contributes to litter and blight
on our streets, in our creeks _
throughout Oakland, and in A Guide For

e Oakland
Food
According to the EPA, FDA Vendors

and OSHA, many food service
ware products made from
polystyrene foam may be
hazardous to our health.

To make our city cleaner and
healthier and help our
community achieve zero
waste, Oakland has passed a
disposable food packaging
ordinance.
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WHAT YOU NEED TO KNOW

Effective January 1, 2007, Oakland food
vendors may not use polystyrene foam
(Styrofoam ®) disposable foodservice ware.

In Addition, Oakland food vendors and
restaurants must change to
biodegradable/compostable disposable
food service ware such as paper or
"bioplastic”, as it becomes affordable
(same or lower cost).

Disposable food service ware includes all
containers, bowls, plates, trays, cartons,
cups, lids, straws, forks, spoons, knives and
other items that are designed for one-time
use that any restaurant or retail food vendor
uses to serve or package food to go.

All Oakland food vendors selling prepared
food, including restaurants,
delis fast-food restaurants,
vendors at fairs, food trucks,
and all City Facilities
must comply.

RESOURCES TO HELP YOU MEET
CITY REQUIREMENTS

¢ Ask your current supplier about
products that meet the City's new
requirements for to-go containers

¢ Visit www.oaklandgreenware.com
for a list of suppliers

¢ Call 238-SAVE with your questions

about the ordinance

FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS

What are the alternatives to polystyrene foam?
Uncoated paper, coated paper, cardboard, other
plastics, aluminum foil foodservice ware, and "bio-
plastics"” are good alternitives.

What are biodegradable and compostable
foodservice ware products? Uncoated paper
products, coated paper products, and "bio plastics"-
made from corn, potato, and other plant materials.

Are there exceptions to these requirements?
There is no exception to the prohibition of
polystyrene foam. Non-compostable and non-
biodegradable products may be used if a vendor can
show that no alternative exsits at the same or lower
cost.

PENALTIES

The City will investigate all reported
violations. Food Vendors found in
violation of the ordinance will be
subject to the following fines:

1st offense = Warning
2nd offense = $100 fine
3rd offense = $200 fine
4th offense = $500 fine
OTHER TIPS

¢ Allow customers to bring their own
mugs when purchasing drinks.

¢ Charge a take-out fee for approved
to-go containers that cost more.

¢ Use reusable dishes for dine-in
customers.

Polystyrene is made from petroleum, and it

is non-renewable, non-biodegradable, and
virtually non-recyclable. It ends up in land-
fills, waterways and the ocean. It breaks down
into smaller pieces which are often mistaken
for food and ingested by marine mammalils,
birds and fish. The EPA, FDA and OSHA
suggest that chemicals in polystyrene foam
are carcinogenic and may leach into food

and drink.

For questions about the ordinance, or for assistance in identifying a supplier, please call: 238-SAVE(7283) or visit www.oaklandgreenware.com
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