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 News from: Oakland Fire Department 

 

MEDIA ADVISORY -- Photo & Video 

Opportunity 

October 22, 2013 
 

Oakland Fire Department Hosting and 

Participating in Emergency Response Exercises  

 

Oakland, CA — From October 25
th

 through October 27
th

, the City of Oakland 

Fire Department is hosting the Fire Service and Rescue component of Urban 

Shield 2013. The exercises will challenge teams in the fields of Urban Search 

and Rescue, Hazardous Materials  and Water Rescue. 

 

Members of the Oakland Fire Department have been working on the exercises 

for eight months, preparing to challenge and assess the capabilities of 44 Fire 

and Rescue teams, representing 27 agencies. There will be nearly 350 Fire and 

Rescue personnel participating from across three western states. 

 

The comprehensive, full-scale exercises will not only test the teams’ 

capabilities, but will also serve to build regional collaboration and positive 

inter-agency relationships. 

 

The exercises will include response to Confined Space and Trench Rescue, 

High- and Low-angle Rescue, controlling hazardous materials in a waterway, 

water rescue, and multiple hazardous materials incidents. 

 

What:       Rescue and Search Exercises  

 

When:      Saturday, October 26
th

, and Sunday, October 27
th

 

 

Where:    Multiple sites throughout Oakland 

 

Who:       Over 300 Fire and Rescue personnel from the greater Bay Area, and 

outside California 

 

Why:       Witness how firefighters, rescue personnel, and hazardous materials 

teams work together during a major incident searching for and 

rescuing victims, identifying and mitigating hazardous materials and 

treating injuries to victims and rescuers  

 

Excellent access to the media will be provided.  

 

An on-site PIO will be available both days to answer questions about the drill. 
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