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RED FLAG DAYS!
® DO NOT use lawn mowers or other equipment that can set off sparks
* DO NOT BBQ, have campfires or set off fireworks ($1000 fine)
® DO NOT discard cigarettes on roadside or dry grass
® DO NOT have trailer chains drag on ground
® DO NOT pull over or park on dry grass
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YOU ARE REQUIRED TO KEEP YOUR PROPERTY IN COMPLIANCE YEAR ROUND

OAKLAND FIRE DEPARTMENT INSPECTIONS HELP TO ENSURE YOU ARE IN COMPLIANCE, BUT IT IS UP TO OWNERS TO UNDERSTAND AND IMPLEMENT THESE FIRESAFE PRACTICES

Your home and property may be your most important investment. Protect your investment and help give firefighters a fighting chance by keeping a good defensible space around your home.

ZONE 1: 0-5FEET FROM BUILDINGS,
STRUCTURES & DECKS, ETC.

Reduce the chance of wind blown embers igniting
materials near your home, exposing it to flame.

Maintain and clear shrubs and brush of dead
vegetation. (CFC 4907.1)

Trim tree limbs within 10 feet of roof.
(CFC 4910.2.2.4)

Clear rain gutters of dead leaves and debris.
(CFC 4907.1.5)

Remove ivy and any vines climbing on house or
trees, they act as a “fire ladder”. (CFC 4907.1.4)

Spark arrestors are required on all fireplaces.
(CBC 3102.3.8)

Stored firewood at |east 20 feet
from structures. (CFC 4907.1.1)

® Your house number must be clearly visible from
the street and at least 4 inches in height and in a
contrasting color. (CFC 505.1)

e Maintain 6 inch clearance between the ground
and the start of your house siding.

ZONE 2: 5-30 FEET FROM BUILDINGS,
STRUCTURES & DECKS, ETC.

Create a landscape that will not readily transmit
fire to the home.

® Cut grass to six inches or less. (CFC 4907.1)

When clearing vegetation use care when oper-
ating electric and gas powered equipment such
as lawnmowers, one small spark may start a fire;
a string trimmer is much safer.

Large trees do not have to be cut and removed
as long as all of the plants beneath them are
maintained to provide the appropriate spacing.
This eliminates a vertical “fire ladder”. (CFC
4907.1.4)

Remove tree limbs within 6 feet from the
ground. (CFC 4910.2.2.4)

Wood chips must be less than 6 inches deep, no
piles. (CFC 4907.1)

*CFC, California Fire Code

*CBC, California Building Code

Create a 10-foot Choose a Class A Participate in communrh{-
noncombustible zone rated roof covering. wide education and fuels
around propane tanks. Remove debris from * management programs.
your roof ona
regular basis.

Do not store firewood, lumber
and other combustibles under *
your deck. When a wildfire
threatens, move combustibles
off your deck or patio.

Remove debris from
gutters.

Have 6 inches of
clearance between
the ground and the
start of your siding.

Box in your eaves using a

noncombustible material.
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ZONE 3
30-100FT

Select dual-pane
windows, preferably
with tempered glass.

Remove combustible
mulch and rubber landing :
surfaces under play Create defensible space
structures, which are for your boats, RV's and
vulnerable to ember Cover attic, foundation yard structures, or
ignition. If you use and other vents with move them into the 30-
combustible/rubber 1/8 inch metal mesh Remove dead plant 100 foot zone.
materials, relocate to screens. Avoid storing material and
30 - 100 f+. zone. combustibles in your vegetative debris in
attic. all three zones.

lllustration used with permission from the Insurance Institute For Business and Home Safety

WITHOUT VERTICAL CLEARANCE MINIMUM VERTICAL SPACING
FIRE CLIMBS FROM GROUND 7O BETWEEN TREES AND SHRUBS
TREES LIKE A LADDER
° RemO\ée all tree branches at least 6 feet from the
ground.

e |f shrubs are under trees, additional vertical space
may be needed. The lack of vertical space can
allow a fire to move from the ground to the shrub to
the tree like a ladder.

EXAMPLE:

A five foot shrub is growing under a tree.

5 x 3 = 15 feet of clearance needed between
the top of the shrub and the lowest tree
branch.

%

Illustration used with permission from CAL FIRE

ZONE 3: 30- 100 FEET FROM BUILDINGS,
STRUCTURES & DECKS, ETC.

Reduce the energy and speed of the wildfire.

® Maintain plants and shrubs under trees to eliminate
a vertical “fire ladder”.

Maintain a defensible space, clearing dead brush
and debris.

Be aware of the vertical and horizontal slopes on
your property and use proper spacing to prevent
“fire ladders”.

When clearing vegetation, use care when operating
gas powered equipment, one small spark may start
a fire.

MINIMUM HORIZONTAL SPACING
FOR TREES AND SHRUBS =

Horizontal spacing depends on the slope. heigh
Check the diagrams below o determine spacing distance.
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Illustration used with permission from CAL FIRE



