
 

  
 

 

 

 
RESOURCES 
For additional information on how you can make your 
property and neighborhood fire safe: 

 
CITY OF OAKLAND FIRE PREVENTION/ VEGETATION 
MANAGEMENT: 
www.oaklandnet.com/wildfireprevention 
(510) 238-7388 

 
CAL FIRE: Fire Safety Education. 
http://www.fire.ca.gov/fire_prevention/downloads/FHSZ
_fact_sheet.pdf 
     

 

OAKLAND FIRESAFE COUNCIL: 
www.oaklandfiresafecouncil.org 

 

DIABLO FIRESAFE COUNCIL: 
www.diablofiresafe.org 

 

INSURANCE INSTITUTE FOR HOME AND BUSINESS SAFETY 
https://disastersafety.org/wildfire-page-example/ 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
Visit the Demonstration Garden 

at the Gateway Emergency 
Exhibit Center above Highway 24 

at Caldecott Lane for ideas on 
how to meet Oakland’s 

defensible space requirements. 

 

 

  
 

PLEASE HELP FIREFIGHTERS HELP YOU. NARROW STREETS REDUCE ACCESS, SO PLEASE PARK IN DRIVEWAY 

 

FREE Extra Yard Trimming Pick Up  

Please contact WASTE MANAGEMENT for 

details about additional green waste 

disposal options!  

510-613-8710 

The Conclusion of the WPAD 

The Wildfire Prevention Assessment District was approved by Oakland Voters in 2004 to assess a tax on property owners in the designated high fire 
severity zone within the City of Oakland. The parcel tax assessment expired in 2014 and is therefore no longer collected.  

The WPAD funds supplemented costs of Fire Prevention on City properties, Suppression and Preparedness programs. The parcel taxes paid for 
Roving Fire Patrols, Public Outreach and Education, debris pile pick up, goat grazing and brush removal on City owned properties. 

WPAD Advisory Committee’s final meeting is on Thursday June 15 2017 from 7-9 PM at Trudeau Training Center 11500 Skyline Blvd. Open to the 
public. 
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http://www.oaklandnet.com/wild%EF%AC%81reprevention
http://www.oaklandfiresafecouncil.org/
http://www.diablofiresafe.org/


 

 

 

  
 
 

Your home and property may be your most important investment. Protect your investment and help give firefighters a fighting chance by maintaining good defensible space around your home all year.

ZONE 1:  0 - 5 FEET FROM BUILDINGS, 

STRUCTURES & DECKS, ETC. 

Reduce the chance of wind-blown embers igniting 
materials near your home, exposing it to flame. 

 
 Maintain and clear shrubs and brush of dead 

vegetation. (CFC 4907.2) 

 Trim tree limbs within 10 feet of roof. 
(CFC 4907.3.1.1) 

 Clear rain gutters of dead leaves and debris. 
(CFC 4907.2) 

 Remove ivy and any vines climbing on house or 
trees, they act as a “fire ladder”. (CFC 304.1.2) 

 Spark arrestors are required on all fireplaces. 
(CBC 3102.3.8) 

 Stored firewood at least 20 feet 
from structures.   (CFC 4909.5) 

 Your house number must be clearly visible from 
the street and at least 4 inches in height and in a 
contrasting color. (CFC 505.1) 

 

ZONE 3:  30 - 100 FEET FROM BUILDINGS, 

STRUCTURES & DECKS, ETC. 

Reduce the energy and speed of the wildfire. 
 

 Maintain plants and shrubs under trees to eliminate 
a vertical “fire ladder”. 

 Maintain a defensible space, clearing dead brush 
and debris. 

 Be aware of the vertical and horizontal slopes on 
your property and use proper spacing to prevent 
“fire ladders”. 

 When clearing vegetation, use care when operating 
gas powered equipment, one small spark may start 
a fire. 

 

 

ZONE 2:  5 - 30 FEET FROM BUILDINGS, 

STRUCTURES & DECKS, ETC. 

Create a landscape that will not readily transmit 
fire to the home. 

 Cut grass to six inches or less. (CFC 304.1.2) 

 When clearing vegetation use care when oper- 
ating electric and gas powered equipment such 
as lawnmowers, one small spark may start a fire; 
a string trimmer is much safer. 

 Large trees do not have to be cut and removed 
as long as all of the plants beneath them are   
maintained to provide the appropriate spacing. 
This eliminates a vertical “fire ladder”.          
(CFC 4907.3.1.3) 

 Remove tree limbs within 6 feet from the 
ground. (CFC 4907.3.1.3) 

 Wood chips must be less than 6 inches deep, no 
piles. (CFC 304.1.1) 

*CFC, California Fire Code 

*CBC, California Building Code 

These Fire Code sections are local amendments 
adopted by Oakland City Council and are found 
in Chapter15 of the Oakland Municipal Code. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Illustration used with permission from CAL FIRE 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Illustration used with permission from CAL FIRE 

YOU ARE REQUIRED TO KEEP YOUR PROPERTY IN COMPLIANCE YEAR ROUND 
OAKLAND FIRE DEPARTMENT INSPECTIONS HELP TO ENSURE YOU ARE IN COMPLIANCE, BUT IT IS UP TO OWNERS TO UNDERSTAND AND IMPLEMENT THESE FIRESAFE PRACTICES 

MINIMUM VERTICAL SPACING 
BETWEEN TREES AND SHRUBS 

 Remove all tree branches at least 6 feet from the 
ground. 

 If shrubs are under trees, additional vertical space 
may be needed. The lack of vertical space can 
allow a fire to move from the ground to the shrub to 
the tree like a ladder. 

 

EXAMPLE: 

A five foot shrub is growing under a tree. 

5 x 3 = 15 feet of clearance needed between 
the top of the shrub and the lowest tree 
branch. 

Illustration used with permission from the Insurance Institute For Business and Home Safety 


