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War on Poverty 50" Anniversary
Join the March to END POVERTY NOW!
May 17, 2014 @ Oakland’s Lake Merritt

Oakland, CA — In 1964, President Lyndon B Johnson declared a “War on Poverty” and today
that war still wages on. In Alameda County, 173,156 of our residents live in poverty and
unfortunately 1 out of every 7 are children. This event is a call to action for the community to join
the Alameda County — Oakland Community Action Partnership (AC-OCAP), Congresswoman
Barbara Lee, Mayor Jean Quan and Councilmember Lynette McElhaney on Saturday, May
17, 2014 for the 9t Annual Mach to End Poverty as we come together to raise awareness about
the social conditions and policies that impact those who live in poverty. The first 400 attendees who
bring a non-perishable food item to donate to the food drive, sponsored by our corporate partner
Schnitzer Steel, will receive a FREE t-shirt. Registration begins at 9 a.m. at the Lake Merritt
bandstand — across from 666 Bellevue Avenue, just behind Fairyland. The March starts promptly at
10 a.m. and this event is FREE to the public. For more information or to register visit www.AC-
OCAP.com or call (510) 238-2362.

Last year, the Alameda County — Oakland Community Action Partnership provided vital
services to over 27,000 low-income residents. AC-OCAP and its Board hopes this event
will help raise awareness about the social factors that impact families who live below the
federal poverty level. While the median household income in Alameda County is around
$70,000, the federal poverty household income for a family of four is $23,850 and for a
single individual it's $11,670. “Today, the ironic part is that a large portion of the families,
over 60%, who live below the federal poverty level are labeled as the “working poor” — that
means that folks are employed but still don’t have enough money to meet life’s basic needs
such as food, shelter or the ability to pay their electric bill” says Estelle Clemons, Manager,
Alameda County — Oakland Community Action Partnership (AC-OCAP).

“We really want the community to join with us and become an Advocate for change and
organize their own teams to march for a cause like ending childhood poverty, hunger or
even homelessness” says Angelica Gums, an AC-OCAP Board representative for Alameda
County Supervisor Nate Miley. Immediately following the march, a free community resource
fair, including a healthy lunch, snacks, hands-on children activities, will be held to educate
and inform the community about available programs, services, and opportunities for those
who qualify. The community will also enjoy live entertainment provided by Nexus Afro Jazz
Connection, Trapeze Artist, Oakland’s Senior Line Dancers, Prescott Clowns, free boating
from the Office of Parks and Recreation, and more!

For more information or to register, go to www.AC-OCAP.com or call (510) 238-2362. For
media relations contact Y'’Anad Burrell, Glass House Communications,
yanad@glasshousepr.com or (510) 891-1833.
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About Alameda County - Oakland Community Action Partnership (AC-OCAP)

Community Action Agencies were established under the Economic Opportunity Act of 1964 as part
of America's War on Poverty. AC-OCAP is part of broad national and state network of nearly 1,000
agencies, both non-profit, private and public organizations, that extend across the United States—
all working to eliminate poverty on a local and national level. AC-OCAP involves local citizens in its
effort to address specific barriers to achieving self-sufficiency.

AC-OCAP is committed to reducing poverty by providing innovative programs and services to assist
Alameda County’s low-income individuals and families. AC-OCAP has been helping people, change
their life since 1971.

What: 9t Annual March to End Poverty
Where: Lake Merritt Bandstand

(behind Fairyland)

666 Bellevue Ave., Oakland, CA 94610
When: Saturday, May 17, 2014
What: 9 a.m. Registration begins

10 a.m. March begins
11 a.m. - 1:00 p.m. Entertainment and community resource fair, including
hands-on activities for children

Registration: Free to the public
Registration includes snacks, water, and lunch
Giveaways: Free t-shirt to first 400 people who bring a non-perishable food donation
Information: To register or for more information go to www.AC-OCAP.com or call
(510) 238-2362
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