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                                                                     MEMORANDUM 

 

 

                     

 

 TO:  HONORABLE MAYOR & FROM:   Sabrina B. Landreth   

                      CITY COUNCIL   

   

SUBJECT:  City Administrator’s Weekly Report              DATE:   September 23, 2016 

                                                    _______ 

 

INFORMATION 

 

Following are the key activities to be highlighted this week:  

 

City Of Oakland Engages Community In Recruiting New Police Chief – On Monday, August 29, 

the City of Oakland launched a nation-wide search for a permanent Police Chief for the Oakland 

Police Department (OPD). The City’s goal is to ensure that the best and brightest candidates emerge 

from the recruitment process. The City will engage the community and OPD staff to maximize 

stakeholder input. This insight will be used for the following:  

 Help inform the recruiter to find the most qualified pool of candidates 

 Provide the City with community-driven criteria to evaluate the final candidates 

 Give the new Chief of Police a roadmap of how the community expects the Police 

Department to move forward under new leadership 

Community input will help make this recruitment a success. It is essential that prospective 

candidates understand the values, standards and needs of our community. There are five ways to 

provide your insight: 

 Attend a community meeting – Several community meetings are planned through September 

and October. Find the schedule at http://bit.ly/oaklandpolicechief.    

 Take an online survey – Take a few minutes to complete the survey at 

https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/OPDchiefsurvey. The survey is also available in Chinese, 

Spanish and Vietnamese at http://bit.ly/2bWAU1M.  

 Join the online discussion – Share your thoughts and comments at 

http://speakupoakland.org/discussions/community-vision-of-the-oakland-police-department.   

 Email your comments and expectations to OPDChiefRecruitment@oaklandnet.com.  

 Not online? Leave a phone message detailing your comments and expectations at (510) 238-

3600.  

Visit the recruitment page at http://bit.ly/oaklandpolicechief for an overview of the recruitment 

process, the complete calendar of community meetings and links to the survey in three additional 

languages.  The position announcement was released today, which marks the start of the 45-day 

application period. 
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OPD Establishes Fund To Help Family – On Tuesday, September 20, a two-year-old boy was 

killed in a tragic accident near the intersection of 35th and Penniman avenues. The men and women 

of the Oakland Police Department (OPD) have established a “GoFundMe Account” for the child’s 

family. The idea stemmed from Acting Capt. Nishant Joshi, who was one of several officers on 

scene where the toddler was struck by an AC Transit bus around 2:00 p.m. Local clergy and the 

department’s Peer Support Team was on hand to provide counseling and support to the first 

responders. To make a contribution to the fund, please visit https://www.gofundme.com/2q9j7z88. 

For more information, please contact the OPD Media Office at opdmedia@oaklandnet.com or (510) 

238-7230. 

 

Oakland Creek To Bay Day – On Saturday, September 17, more than 1,000 people volunteered for 

the 21st annual Oakland Creek to Bay Day. Oakland volunteers removed over 130 cubic yards of 

trash and cleared over 260 cubic yards of invasive plants from creeks, parks, shorelines and streets 

at 46 locations. These local activities add up to large-scale environmental impacts, especially when 

taken together with coinciding cleanups throughout California, the nation and in about 100 countries 

participating in Coastal Cleanup Day. Habitat restoration and litter removal at Oakland’s 15 creeks 

improves wildlife habitat and helps filter pollutants before they reach the San Francisco Bay. 

Keeping trash out of streets and waterways also helps prevent flooding by allowing storm water to 

flow through unobstructed storm drains. Oakland Creek to Bay Day raises awareness about sources 

of water pollution, and is a fun, community-building event for participants of all ages and abilities. 

To find out about other opportunities to clean and green Oakland, please visit 

www.oaklandadoptaspot.org. For more information, please contact Mike Perlmutter, Environmental 

Stewardship Team Supervisor, at mperlmutter@oaklandnet.com or (510) 238-7294. 

 

Chávez Library Celebrates 50 Years in Fruitvale – On Saturday, October 1, at noon, the César E. 

Chávez Branch Library, located at 3301 East 12th Street, Suite 271, will host an Afro-Latin Jazz 

performance by Grammy-nominated John Santos along with face-painting, henna for teens and 

other activities in celebration of their 50th year in Fruitvale. The César E. Chávez Branch Library, 

formerly the Latin American Library Branch, was founded in 1966. It was one of the first public 

libraries in the United States to offer services and materials in Spanish, and was the first branch 

library exclusively dedicated to the Spanish-speaking community in the United States. For more 

information, please contact Pete Villaseñor, Chavez Branch Manager, at 

pvillasenor@oaklandlibrary.org or (510) 535-5620.  

 

Special Operations Section Get-Together – On Friday, September 16, hundreds of school-age 

children celebrated with officers from the Oakland Police Department, members of the Oakland 

Raiders organization and the Oakland Police Activities League at Lowell Park. The kids ran through 

drills provided by the Raiders Play 60 team and officers from a variety of departments displayed 

some of the tools officers use in their day-to-day operations, including K-9, motors, the marine unit, 

special events and the special tactical unit. OPD provided drinks and snacks for the children, who 

were fourth and fifth graders from Martin Luther King Jr. Elementary School and third through fifth 

graders from Lafayette Elementary School. The day ended with a spectacular siren-wielding flyover 

from Argus, the OPD helicopter. For more information, please contact the OPD Media Office at 

opdmedia@oaklandnet.com or (510) 238-7230. 
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Revolution Is A Daily Struggle: Black Panther History Event – On Wednesday, October 5, at 6:00 

p.m., the Oakland History Room will welcome archivist Billy X Jennings to the Main Library, 125 

14th Street. Jennings will present a talk about the significance and legacy of the Black Panther’s 

“survival programs” which addressed many economic, educational and social needs of the Black 

community in the East Bay and across the country. This event is a commemoration of the 50th 

anniversary of the founding of the Black Panther Party in Oakland. For more information, please 

contact Dorothy Lazard, Oakland History Room Librarian, at dlazard@oaklandlibrary.org or (510) 

238-3222. 

 

Sundays In The Redwoods Concert Series – Every Sunday through October 9, Oakland Parks & 

Recreation will host the 11th annual Sundays in the Redwoods concert series at 2:00 p.m. at 

Woodminster Amphitheater, 3300 Joaquin Miller Road. Each week’s concert will feature a different 

theme (Talking all that Jazz, Soul is the Key and The Rhythm Section) that represents genres from 

Jazz to R&B and headline performers such as Rachelle Ferrell, Raheem DeVaughn and Cameo. To 

purchase tickets, please visit www.sundaysintheredwoods.com. For more information, please 

contact Karis Griffin, Recreation Supervisor at kgriffin@oaklandnet.com.  

 

OPR Adult Recess – On Thursday, September 29, from 11:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m., Oakland Parks & 

Recreation (OPR) will host the 3rd annual Adult Recess in Frank H. Ogawa Plaza, in front of 

historic Oakland City Hall. Activities include a puppy petting zone, blender bike, rock climbing, 

volleyball, garden board games and a relief zone featuring massages and Tai Chi. This event is open 

to City employees and the general public. If you would like to register a team or sponsor this event, 

please contact OPR at (510) 238-PARK (7275). 

 

Honor Flight Bay Area – From Thursday, September 8 to Saturday, September 10, veteran 

Oakland Police Department (OPD) officer Derek Smitheram was one of several department 

employees who participated in a contingent of Bay Area residents traveling to the East Coast on an 

Honor Flight to Washington, D.C., to honor World War II veterans. Smitheram provided an escort 

to Mr. Jesse Perry, a 91-year-old World War II veteran, who served in the U.S. Army and endured 

the “Battle of the Bulge,” a surprise attack on Allied forces that created the highest casualties for 

Americans during any war. Mr. Perry enlisted in the Army at 18 years of age and his first 

deployment included landing at Utah Beach. Mr. Perry raised three children with his wife of 64 

years and was a teacher in the San Diego School District for nearly 20 years. Smitheram, an OPD 

veteran of 13 years, was honored to represent the City of Oakland and OPD. He found the event 

extremely humbling and was grateful for the time to spend with his veteran, the other veterans, the 

guardians and the honor flight staff. Mr. Perry attended a lineup at the Eastmont substation on 

Friday, September 16, where he shared war stories with officers there. For more information, please 

contact the OPD Media Office at opdmedia@oaklandnet.com or (510) 238-7230. 

 

2016 Black Cowboys Parade – On Saturday, October 1, from 10:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m., Oakland 

Parks & Recreation and the Oakland Black Cowboy Association will host the Black Cowboys 

Parade & Festival at deFremery Park, 1651 Adeline Street. The event will celebrate the traditions 

and history of the Black Cowboys. This year’s event will feature Nicholas Williams, Director of 

Oakland Parks & Recreation; the Samba Funk Marching Band; Ben Tapscott as Grand Marshall and 

award-winning country soul singer Miko Marks. This is an event for the entire family to enjoy. For 
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more information, please contact Valarie Winn, Center Director, at vwinn@oaklandnet.com or 

(510) 238-7739. 

 

2016 Oakland Nature Festival – On Sunday, October 2, from 10:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m., Oakland 

Parks & Recreation will host the Oakland Nature Festival at the Rotary Nature Center, 600 Bellevue 

Avenue. This free event is a celebration of cultural and biological diversity at Lake Merritt, the 

nation’s first wildlife refuge. There will be nature workshops, live animals, local merchants and 

artists, environmental groups, community organizations, guest speakers, nature walks, a job board, 

activities for kids and a silent auction. This event is a fundraiser for the Rotary Nature Center and 

the San Francisco Bay Area Wildlife Society. For more information, please visit 

http://tinyurl.com/oakland-nature-fest.    

 

More On Crime Files – On Sunday, September 18, a segment by KTVU’s Henry Lee entitled “Bay 

Area Unsolved” featured an interview of Sgt. Eric Milina, OPD Chief of Staff, on the 2015 

homicide of musician Emiliano Nevarez. On April 5, 2015, at about 1:00 a.m., Nevarez, 26, was 

shot in front of the Golden Bull, a local establishment, where the Berkeley resident and musician 

had just finished playing with his band. The FBI is offering a $25,000 reward for information 

leading to the arrest of the person(s) responsible for the death of Nevarez. For more information, 

please contact the OPD Media Office at opdmedia@oaklandnet.com or (510) 238-7230 or leave a 

message on the Homicide Department tip line at (510) 238-7950. 

 

Recent OPD Arrests – In the evening of Monday, September 19, Oakland Police officers responded 

to a series of armed robberies and an attempted kidnapping in East Oakland, all involving the same 

suspect as well as an additional robbery in neighboring San Leandro. Officers eventually were 

dispatched to the 7600 block of Outlook Avenue on a report of an armed robbery. Officers verified 

the same suspect was involved in the earlier incidents and eventually arrested the subject. A 

handgun was also recovered. The investigation is ongoing. Anyone with information is encouraged 

to contact the Robbery/Felony Assault unit at (510) 238-3426. On Monday, September 12, at 9:10 

a.m., officers responded to the 600 block of 98th Avenue on a report of a robbery. The victim told 

officers she was approached by multiple individuals and that one simulated a firearm and took her 

vehicle as well as other property. Later, officers located the vehicle being driven by two Oakland 

residents, who were detained and then arrested in connection with the robbery. On Sunday, 

September 11, officers responded to the area of the 100 block of Broadway on a report of an 

attempted carjacking. A female victim reported a man approached her vehicle armed with a knife 

and attempted to open her car door and take her vehicle. She quickly locked her vehicle’s doors and 

waited for officers to arrive. A male suspect was taken into custody. For more information, please 

contact the OPD Media Office at opdmedia@oaklandnet.com or (510) 238-7230. 

 

Free Lifeguard Training For Students – Through Sunday, October 2, Oakland Parks & Recreation 

is hosting an American Red Cross lifeguard certification class for students aged 15 and older. The 

training takes place over two weeks on Tuesdays, Thursdays and Sundays at the Fremont Pool, 

4550 Foothill Boulevard. Space is limited and registrations are due by Friday, September 16. For 

more information and to register, please contact Michelle Delmage, Aquatics Supervisor, at 

mdelmage@oaklandnet.com or (510) 637-0372. 
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Free Water Safety Instructor Certification Class For Students – Every Saturday from October 1 

through October 15, Oakland Parks & Recreation will host an American Red Cross Water Safety 

Instructor certification class for students aged 16 and older. This three-day training will take place at 

Fremont Pool, 4550 Foothill Boulevard, from 9:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. Space is limited and 

registrations are due by Monday, September 26. For more information and to register, please contact 

Michelle Delmage, Aquatics Supervisor, at mdelmage@oaklandnet.com or (510) 637-0372. 

 

Free Swim Lessons At Fremont Pool – Through Friday, October 14, Oakland Parks & Recreation 

is hosting free swimming lessons. OPR will be offering stroke clinics (Mondays to Thursdays from 

6:00 to 7:30 p.m.), youth swim lessons (Wednesdays from 1:00 to 3:00 p.m.), adult swim lessons 

(Tuesdays and Thursdays from 7:30 to 8:30 p.m.) and open recreation swim (Sundays from 3:00 to 

5:00 p.m.). For more information, please contact William Davis Jr, Aquatics Specialist, at 

wdavisjr@oaklandnet.com or (510) 615-5838. 

 

Bay Area SunShares Launches – Through Friday, November 4, Oakland is participating in 

SunShares, a program where Oakland residents and City employees and retirees can purchase solar 

power (and now zero-emission vehicles) at a discounted rate. Bay Area SunShares pools the buying 

power of individual participants to get more competitive pricing from solar companies and vehicle 

manufacturers. The City of Oakland is participating in the program to help support its clean energy 

and climate goals, reduce pollution and make it easier for all members of our community to save 

energy and money. Bay Area SunShares is a limited-time community opportunity. Three pre-vetted 

solar installers were selected and are now available to schedule home solar evaluations. Those who 

register by Friday, October 28, will receive a no-cost solar proposal; to receive the full solar 

discount, installation contracts must be signed by Friday, November 11. For additional details on 

the program, please visit www.bayareasunshares.org. For more information, please contact Shayna 

Hirshfield-Gold, Energy Policy Analyst, at (510) 238-6954. 

 

Montclair Library Presents Author Melanie Gideon – On Tuesday, September 27, at 6:30 p.m., 

local author Melanie Gideon will read from her latest book, Valley of the Moon, at the Montclair 

Branch Library, 1687 Mountain Boulevard. Ms. Gideon is the author of the critically acclaimed 

Wife 22 and The Slippery Year: A Meditation on Happily Ever After. Her latest offering is a 

captivating novel about a love that transcends time. Inspired by the movie/musical Brigadoon, 

Valley of the Moon is about a young single mother who stumbles onto a community in Sonoma 

County that has, mystifyingly, been marooned in the early 20th century. Copies of the book will be 

available for sale and signing. For more information, please contact Lynn Cutler, Montclair Branch 

Manager, at lcutler@oaklandlibrary.org or (510) 482-7810.  
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RFP, RFQ Opportunities – In September, a variety of formal Request for Proposals (RFPs) and 

Request for Quotations (RFQs) from the City of Oakland will close.  

 

Due Date/Time Title/Description Contact  

Tuesday, September 27, 

2:00 p.m. 

6220 - RFQ for Application of 

Procedural Justice Principles for 

Police Officers. The Oakland Police 

Department (OPD) seeks an action-

research partner to assist with the 

development of the second phase of 

the procedural justice training. The 

purpose of this RFQ is to identify a 

qualified vendor that has experience 

doing action-oriented research in a 

community justice partnerships that 

will work with community members 

and local police to develop the 

implementation of procedural justice 

principles at shooting/homicide 

scenes and provide advanced skill-

based training for specialized units 

that are most likely to be in contact 

with individuals most impacted 

directly by shootings and homicides. 
 

Reygan Harmon, OPD, 

Rharmon@oaklandnet.com 

Friday, September 30, 

2:00 p.m. 

6196 - RFP For Oakland Police 

Body-Worn Camera System. The 

Oakland Police Department (“OPD”) 

is a pioneer in the use of the body-

worn camera (“BWC”) in the field of 

law enforcement. OPD first deployed 

BWCs in 2010 to reinforce OPD’s 

commitment to transparency, ensure 

the accountability of its members and 

increase the public’s trust in officers. 

Since that time, BWCs have become 

an integral and standard part of OPD 

field operations. The department 

currently has 775 BWCs deployed to 

support its 774 sworn officers and 

the resulting video is managed by a 

proprietary, on-premises video 

management system with over 220 

terabytes of stored video and another 

Ahsan Baig,  

Information Technology 

Department 

abaig@oaklandnet.com  
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7-8 terabytes of Standard Definition 

(SD) video being added monthly. 

This Request for Proposal (RFP) is 

being issued by the City of Oakland 

for products and services to replace 

its current body-worn cameras, 

related video storage and hardware 

system and integrated backend video 

management software system 

(“VMS”) that can be easily 

integrated with other mission-critical 

systems inside the department. The 

proposed integrated backend 

hardware/ software solution could be 

an onsite solution, a cloud-based 

solution or a hybrid of the two. The 

City of Oakland’s Information 

Technology Department (ITD), 

working closely with OPD, will be 

the overseer of this project. Funding 

is being actively pursued for this 

project. 
 

 

For more information on contracting opportunities, please visit http://bit.ly/1iAJvbd or contact 

Dasco Munoz, Contracts and Compliance, at dmunoz@oaklandnet.com or (510) 238-3970. 

 

Upcoming City Of Oakland Job Announcements – During the week of September 26, the Human 

Resources Management Department (HRM) anticipates posting job announcements for the 

following position:  

 

 Police Communications Manager 

 Benefits Representative 

 Gardener Crew Leader 

 Stationary Engineer 

 Contract Compliance Field Technician (Selective Language Certification) 

 Assistant Controller 

 Emergency Medical Services Coordinator 

 Fire Communications Supervisor 

 Senior Emergency Planning Coordinator 

 Fire Suppression District Inspector (Restricted) 

 

For the most up-to-date information on City jobs, please view the Employment Information page on 

our website at http://agency.governmentjobs.com/oaklandca/default.cfm. The Employment 

Information page also contains information on minimum qualifications of specific job 
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classifications, how to apply for a job on-line and how to submit a job interest card for positions not 

currently posted. For more information, please contact the Human Resources Management 

Receptionist at (510) 238-3112. 

 

Upcoming Meetings and Events:  

 

For information on upcoming City meetings and events, please visit the City’s online calendar at 

http://www2.oaklandnet.com/Events/index.htm. For events at the Oakland Public Library, please 

visit http://oaklandlibrary.org/events.  

 

Respectfully submitted,        

     /s/ 

 SABRINA B. LANDRETH 

 City Administrator  

http://www2.oaklandnet.com/Events/index.htm
http://oaklandlibrary.org/events

