
   

   

 

 

 

                   

                                                                     MEMORANDUM 
                     

 

 

 TO:  HONORABLE MAYOR & FROM:   Sabrina B. Landreth   

                      CITY COUNCIL   

   

SUBJECT:  City Administrator’s Weekly Report              DATE:   October 30, 2015 

                                                      

 

INFORMATION 

 

Following are the key activities to be highlighted this week:  

 

State of the City Recap – On Wednesday, October 28, 2015, the City of Oakland hosted an Open 

House at City Hall in conjunction with Mayor Schaaf’s inaugural State of the City address. The 

Open House featured booths run by the various City departments where residents could speak 

directly with staff and utilize services ranging from pet adoption to obtaining a library card. 

Before, during, and after the mayor’s remarks, attendees had the opportunity to visit three 

breakout rooms dedicated to discussions about issues facing Oakland and Mayor Schaaf’s four 

priority areas: Holistic Community Safety, Vibrant Sustainable Infrastructure, Equitable Jobs and 

Housing, and Responsive Trustworthy Government.  

These four core areas were points of emphasis in the mayor’s remarks which were united by a 

common theme that the mayor called, “looking behind the green dot.” This is meant to express 

the idea that, while indicators of civic health may be positive on the level of the entire city, there 

are still neighborhoods within our city community that are suffering. The mayor closed by 

highlighting present and future policies aimed at addressing problems that exist behind the green 

dot.  

Mayor Schaaf walked into the chambers with the marching band of her alma mater, Skyline High 

School, and at the completion of her speech she was joined on the dias by the dynamic drummers 

from Samba Funk.   

To watch the KTOP-TV recording of the address, click here: 

http://oakland.granicus.com/MediaPlayer.php?publish_id=2176911b-7e60-11e5-8170-

f04da2064c47 

OFD Reminds You To Fall Back – On Sunday, November 1, Daylight Savings Time comes to 

an end. The Oakland Fire Department would like to remind you to set your clocks back one hour 

at 2:00 a.m., change the batteries in your smoke detectors and clean the exterior of detectors to 

make sure they are free of dust. With impending wet and colder weather, please remember these 

fire and home safety tips:  
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 Keep anything that can burn at least three feet away from heating equipment like 

furnaces, fireplace and portable space heaters 

 Never place cloths or other items over the heating vents on the floor 

 Never use an oven to heat your home  

 Turn portable heaters off when leaving the room or going to sleep  

 Ensure that you have a functioning carbon monoxide (CO) alarm 

 

If you have any fire and home safety questions, please visit your local fire station where the 

members of the Oakland Fire Department will discuss fire and home safety with you and your 

family. For more information, please contact Ms. Karen Cox, Public Education Coordinator, at 

kcox@oaklandnet.com or (510) 238-7255. 

 

Deputy Chief Receives National Award – On Sunday, October 25, Deputy Chief Danielle 

Outlaw received the annual Gary P. Hayes Award from the Police Executive Research Forum 

(PERF) in Washington, D.C. This national award is given every year to a single police executive, 

chosen from a cadre of up-and-coming police executives nationwide who show remarkable 

initiative in improving the quality of police services. The award is based on character, record of 

leadership and commitment to better policing. Deputy Chief Outlaw's contributions to the 

Oakland Police Department and the law enforcement field – including her work on community 

trust-building, officer wellness and enhanced accountability measures – made her a standout 

recipient of this well-deserved honor. For more information, please contact the OPD Media 

Relations Office at opdmedia@oaklandnet.com or (510) 238-7230. 

 

172nd Basic Academy Graduation – On Friday, October 30, Mayor Libby Schaaf, Police Chief 

Sean Whent and City and Police Department representatives celebrated the graduation of the 

172nd Basic Academy at the Scottish Rite Center, 1547 Lakeside Drive. The diversity of 

Oakland is reflected in the 35-member class. The diverse class is composed of 7 women and 28 

men. Oakland’s ethnic diversity is well represented. The graduating class included African 

Americans, Latinos, Asian/Pacific Islanders, and Caucasians. Second languages include Spanish, 

Cantonese, Hindi, Khmu and Vietnamese. The 35 graduates are a welcome addition to our 

Oakland family and represent another step forward in our efforts to grow the police department 

and increase public safety in Oakland. For more information, please contact the OPD Media 

Relations Office at opdmedia@oaklandnet.com or (510) 238-7230. 

 

East Oakland Sports Center Architecture Award – On Thursday, October 1, the East Oakland 

Sports Center (EOSC) was recognized by the East Bay Chapter of the American Institute of 

Architects as a 2015 Merit Award Winner. EOSC, one of the few LEED Silver-certified 

natatoriums in the U.S., is located at 9161 Edes Avenue. ELS Architecture and Urban Design, 

architect for EOSC, was also recognized during the 2015 Design Awards. To inquire about 

available fitness programs at EOSC, please call (510) 615-5838. For more information on the 

award, please contact Mark Hall, Capital Improvement Projects Manager, at 

mhall@oaklandnet.com or (510) 238-7275. 
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Oakland Animal Services Saves Record-high Number Of Animals In 2015 – On Monday, 

October 26, the Oakland Animal Shelter announced that despite a projected 10 percent increase 

in animal intake compared to last year, it has saved a record-high number of dogs, cats and 

rabbits in 2015 – 85 percent and counting. A shelter’s “live release rate” is the percentage of 

animals returned to owner, adopted into the community or sent to partner rescue groups. An 85 

percent live release rate means 15 percent of animals are euthanized. By contrast, the shelter’s 

live release rate was 64 percent two years ago, and 56 percent in 2011. In the coming year, 

Oakland Animal Shelter Director Katz hopes to increase adoptions, decrease intake through 

humane education and spay/neuter efforts, and continue to raise the shelter’s reputation in the 

community. To read the media release, please visit http://www2.oaklandnet.com/OAK055552. 

For more information, please contact Rebecca Katz, Shelter Director, at rkatz@oaklandnet.com 

or (510) 535-5602. 

 

Mural Unveiling At Verdese Carter Park – On Thursday, November 12, there will be a mural 

unveiling at Verdese Carter Park at 2:00 p.m. The park is located at 9600 Sunnyside Street, 

between 98th Avenue and Bancroft Avenue. The mural, entitled “Making the Connection: 

Bringing Students, Families and Community Together to Secure the Future of Our Youth 

Through Arts, Innovation, Academics, Imagination, Athletics and the Support of Local 

Businesses,” was created by Oakland native Tarika Lewis. Following the ribbon cutting 

ceremony, the Oakland Raiders will also host a Gatorade Junior Training Camp for local youth. 

Oakland Parks & Recreation, One Toyota of Oakland, artist Tarika Lewis, Oakland Police 

Athletic League, Oakland Police Department, District 7 Councilmember Larry Reid, the City of 

Oakland, Jair Foundation and Home Depot collaborated on the mural project. For more 

information on the Verdese Carter Park improvements, please contact Mark Hall, Capital 

Improvement Projects Manager, at mhall@oaklandnet.com or (510) 238-7275.   

 

AAMLO Exhibit Offers Perspective On The Impact Of Imprisonment – On Thursday, 

November 5, the African American Museum and Library at Oakland (AAMLO) will host an 

opening reception for “The Sentence Unseen: Celebrating Resilience.” The reception will run 

from 5:30 to 7:30 p.m. The new exhibit, produced by Community Works, bears witness to the 

unrecognized impacts of incarceration – the sentence levied on children and families when a 

loved one is imprisoned. For the opening night reception, the Marcus Shelby Trio will perform 

the original composition “Beyond the Blues: A Prison Oratorio,” a musical examination of the 

troubling impacts of the prison industrial complex. The exhibit, which was originally installed at 

Alcatraz Island for three months, features large-format photography, video diaries and multi-

media artwork. AAMLO is located at 659 14th Street. For more information, please contact Rick 

Moss, Chief Curator, at rmoss@oaklandlibrary.org or (510) 637-0197.  

 

Financial Empowerment Series Kicks Off – On Saturday, November 7, at 11:30 a.m., the 

Oakland Public Library (OPL) hosts “Breezing Through the Holidays Without Debt,” the first 

event in its Financial Empowerment Series. The workshop will be held in the Main Library, 125 

14th Street. Learn how to manage your finances during the holiday season without accumulating 

unwanted debt. Avoid the year-end credit card crunch and sidestep debt traps in the future. OPL 

is teaming up with expert financial counselors and community leaders to help you achieve your 

financial goals. The series strives to harness the power of our communities to ensure everyone 
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has the skills and resources to build a better financial future and will continue until next spring, 

with events at various library locations. For more information, please contact Amy Sonnie, 

Librarian II, Adult Literacy and Lifelong Learning, at asonnie@oaklandlibrary.org or (510) 238-

6931.  

 

Poetry From Prison And From Outside The Walls – On Saturday, November 7, the Oakland 

Public Library hosts the next event in a series of first Saturday quarterly poetry readings with the 

“Free for All/Freedom for some: Boundaries without Bars.” The event, which begins at 2:00 p.m. 

at the Main Library, 125 14th Street, will feature extraordinary wordsmiths addressing issues of 

incarceration, including Bonnie Wai-Lee Kwong, Victor Mavedzenge, Harrison Seuga and 

formerly incarcerated poets Charles Talib Brooks and Watani Stiner (members of Brothers in 

Pen). Oakland is home to a diverse group of writing communities that write, publish, perform 

and share their work in a variety of settings. The Oakland Public Library now sponsors a 

program to bring together some of the groups engaged with poetry. For more information, please 

contact Christine Saed, Senior Librarian, at csaed@oaklandlibrary.org or (510) 238-3821.  

 

Meet Cuban Author María Elena Llana – On Saturday, November 7, award-winning Cuban 

author María Elena Llana will be reading from some of her works at 2:00 p.m. at the Cesar E. 

Chavez Branch Library, 3301 East 12th Street, Suite 271. Ms. Llana is a journalist, writer, radio 

and television scriptwriter, and professor of journalism and radio technology who has published 

numerous collections of short stories. Her works have been translated into English, various 

Romance and Slavic languages, and Icelandic. Her story “En familia” from the book Casas del 

Vedado was adapted for film for the Arte Público group in Los Angeles in 1994. She has 

participated in literary encounters in the United States, Spain, Italy, Mexico, Panama, Chile, 

Russia and every Cuban province. For more information, please contact Pete Villasenor, Branch 

Manager, at pvillasenor@oaklandlibrary.org or (510) 535-5620. 

 

Carrington Steps Mural And Mosaic Project – Posted on Tuesday, October 27, the latest issue 

of the Oakland Police Department (OPD) Neighborhood Services newsletter reports on the 

success of the Carrington Way Stair Project, an ongoing project addressing gang activity in the 

area of Harrington Avenue. Youth who once tagged the stairway have now adopted it and keep 

other youth from tagging. The project is a partnership between Fruitvale residents, the Unity 

Council, Fruitvale Unity Neighborhood Council, OPD and Oakland Unite “Messengers for 

Change.” To read the newsletter, please visit http://www2.oaklandnet.com/w/oak055562. For 

more information, please contact the OPD Neighborhood Services Office at 

nsdadmin@oaklandnet.com or (510) 986-2715.  

 

OPD Arrests, DA’s Office Charges Three Suspects – On Wednesday, October 28, the Oakland 

Police Department (OPD) announced the arrest of three suspects who have been charged by the 

Alameda County District Attorney’s Office in connection with an attempted robbery and 

homicide that occurred on Friday, October 23. Investigators determined that the three suspects 

had been attempting an armed robbery when Carlos Lopez, 35, of Oakland was fatally shot. 

Working collaboratively with OPD patrol officers and the Ceasefire team, investigators were 

able to identify and arrest three 20-year-old suspects, all of Richmond: Clarence Choice, 

Marchon King and Melvin Lee Stewart. Choice and King have been charged with murder and 
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attempted robbery, while Stewart has been charged with attempted robbery. Additionally, Daniel 

Revels, 28, of Alameda, one of the intended victims, was charged with unlawful firearm activity. 

For more information, please contact the OPD Media Relations Office at 

opdmedia@oaklandnet.com or (510) 238-7230. 

 

Minimum Wage Increase – Effective Friday, January 1, 2016, Oakland’s Minimum Wage goes 

up to $12.55 per hour. Measure FF, the voter-initiative ballot measure passed in November 2014, 

provides annual increases to Oakland’s Minimum Wage based on the Consumer Price Index for 

Urban Wage Earners and Clerical Workers (CPI-W). In light of the increase, employers must be 

aware of the following: 

 

 By December 15, 2015, employers are required to provide notice to employees and 

prominently display posters on the new Minimum Wage; 

 On January 1, 2016, the rate goes up 30¢ to $12.55; and 

 The other benefits mandated by Measure FF – paid sick leave and payment of service 

charges – remain the same as when the employment law took effect on March 2, 2015  

Notification posters in English, Chinese, Spanish and Vietnamese are available for download at 

www.oaklandnet.com/minimumwage. A roster of upcoming business briefings offered by our 

partners, answers to frequently asked questions and details on outreach efforts are also on the 

web page. The next business briefing scheduled is: 

 

 Thursday, November 12, 10:00 a.m. to Noon 

Mastering Oakland’s New Employment Laws Workshop, including Minimum Wage 

employer requirements effective January 1, 2016   

Hearing Room 1, Oakland City Hall, 1 Frank H. Ogawa Plaza 

Presented by the Alameda County Small Business Development Center and Wendel, 

Rosen, Black & Dean LLP 

For more information, please visit www.oaklandnet.com/minimumwage or contact the Contracts 

& Compliance Office at minwageinfo@oaklandnet.com or (510) 238-6258. 

 

Annual Holiday Food Drive Kicks-off – During the week of October 26, the City of Oakland’s 

Annual Holiday Food Drive began gathering nonperishable food items for families and seniors in 

need. The Alameda County-Oakland Community Action Partnership (AC-OCAP), in partnership 

with the Alameda County Community Food Bank, is coordinating the food drive. The Food 

Bank serves one in five residents of Alameda County. The cost of living in the Bay Area has 

made it nearly impossible for many households to make ends meet. Children and seniors remain 

the most vulnerable to hunger in our community. Food collection barrels are in the following 

lobby locations: 

 

 Oakland City Hall, 1 Frank H. Ogawa Plaza 
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 Wilson Building, 150 Frank H. Ogawa Plaza 

 Dalziel Building, 250 Frank H. Ogawa Plaza 

 Oakland Police Administration Building, 455 7th Street 

 Oakland Police Substation, 2651 73rd Avenue at the Eastmont Town Center 

 OPD Dispatch, Building 2 and Building 4, 7101 Edgewater Drive 

 Public Works Equipment Shop, 5050 Coliseum Way  

 

The food collection barrels will be picked up the week of December 14 in time to distribute the 

food to families for the holidays – because together we can make a difference. For more 

information, please contact Cecilia Garcia, Administrative Assistant, at 

cgarcia@oaklandnet.com.  

 

“In The Red” Film Screening – On Monday, November 9, KTOP TV-10, the City’s television 

station, will host a free screening of “In The Red” at noon in Council Chamber, Oakland City 

Hall, 1 Frank H. Ogawa Plaza. This 70-minute documentary film by Mimi Chakarova is about 

transformation, about growing up poor, young and black in America. What does it mean to 

change one’s life? How can someone’s history be left behind? Three young men have the 

opportunity to do both. Their lifeline to a new life and a new history is an 18-week program in 

Oakland to train them to become firefighters. The film – raw, intimate and revealing – follows 

their lives for nearly two years. Not everyone will succeed. But for those who make it through, 

their lives will be forever changed. Please arrive promptly. To view the trailer, please visit 

http://intheredfilm.org. For more information, please contact Michael Munson, Operations 

Manager, at mmunson@oaklandnet.com or (510) 238-6565. 

 

A Holiday Tradition Tickets Now On Sale – On Thursday, October 15, tickets for the 

Dunsmuir-Hellman Historic Estate’s annual A Holiday Tradition went on sale. The event will 

run from noon to 4:00 p.m. every Saturday and Sunday from December 5 until December 20. 

Open to all ages, this festive holiday event includes activities such as holiday teas, brunch with 

Santa, performances by the Oakland Ballet and tours of the intricately decorated 37-room 

mansion. The estate is located at 2960 Peralta Oaks Court. For additional event details or to 

purchase tickets, please visit www.dunsmuir-hellman.com/events. For more information please 

contact Debora Cooper, Estate Manager, at dcooper@oaklandnet.com or (510) 615-5555.  

 

OPD Is Hiring Police Officer Trainees – Friday, November 20, is the deadline to apply to 

pursue a career as an Oakland Police Officer. To apply, please visit http://bit.ly/1Lmnvrj. This 

page also provides details and dates on the Practices & Actual Physical Ability Test, POST Entry 

Level Law Enforcement Test and Oral Board Interviews that are part of the selection process. 

Applications are being accepted through 11:59 p.m., on Friday, November 20. The OPD 

Background and Recruiting Unit offers seminars to assist applicants with the various stages of 

the hiring process. For more information, please visit www.opdjobs.com or contact the OPD 

Background and Recruiting Unit at (510) 238-3339. 

 

Re-Create Art Contest And Traveling Exhibition – Saturday, November 21, is the deadline for 

Oakland students to submit artwork for the annual Re-Create Art Contest and Traveling 

Exhibition. Oakland students are encouraged to use discarded materials to create artwork, win 
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great prizes and practice the 4Rs - reduce, reuse, recycle and rot (compost). Through Tuesday, 

November 17, a series of free, hands-on workshops will be held at various Oakland Public 

Library branches to assist students in creating artwork for the competition. For a complete roster 

of workshops, please visit http://bit.ly/1jcnwb7. A public reception to recognize participants and 

contest winners will be held on Friday, December 4, from 5:30 to 7:00 p.m. at the Pro Arts 

Gallery, 150 Frank H. Ogawa Plaza. The reused and recycled art competition is sponsored by the 

Public Works Department and produced by Pro Arts Gallery. For artwork submission guidelines 

and entry form, please visit http://www2.oaklandnet.com/w/oak043695. For more information, 

please contact Ferial Mosley, Recycling Specialist, at fmosley@oaklandnet.com or (510) 238-

7433.  

 

RFP, RFQ Opportunities With The City of Oakland – In November, a variety of formal 

Request for Proposals (RFPs) and Request for Quotations (RFQs) from the City of Oakland will 

close.  

 

Due Date/Time Title/Description Contact  

Monday, November 16 

2:00 p.m. 

5735 - RFP for Property Maintenance: 

17th Street BART Gateway. The City 

of Oakland’s Project Implementation 

Division of the Economic and 

Workforce Development Department is 

seeking maintenance and repair 

services to the 17th Street BART 

Gateway. The selected Contractor shall 

perform and/or manage the 

performance of all such maintenance 

on a periodic basis and within a 

reasonable time from when the selected 

Contractor is issued a Notice to 

Proceed. 

 

George Durney, Project 

Implementation  

gcdurney@oaklandnet.com  

(510) 238-6150 

 

For more information on contracting opportunities, please visit http://bit.ly/1iAJvbd or contact 

Dasco Munoz, Contracts and Compliance, at dmunoz@oaklandnet.com or (510) 238-3970. 

 

Upcoming City Of Oakland Job Announcements – During the week of November 2, the Human 

Resources Management Department (HRM) anticipates posting job announcements for the 

following positions:  

 

 Human Resource Analyst 

 Program Analyst I 

 Project Manager II (Selective Certification in Information Technology) 

 Watershed Program Supervisor 
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For the most up-to-date information on City jobs, please view the Employment Information page 

on our website at http://agency.governmentjobs.com/oaklandca/default.cfm. The Employment 

Information page also contains information on minimum qualifications of specific job 

classifications, how to apply for a job on-line and how to submit a job interest card for positions 

not currently posted. For more information, please contact the Human Resources Management 

Receptionist at (510) 238-3112.   

 

Upcoming Meetings and Events:  

 

For information on upcoming City meetings and events, please visit the City’s online calendar at 

http://www2.oaklandnet.com/Events/index.htm. For events at the Oakland Public Library, please 

visit http://oaklandlibrary.org/events.  

 

Respectfully submitted,        

     /s/ 

 SABRINA B. LANDRETH 

 City Administrator 
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