
   

   

 

 

 

                   

                                                                     MEMORANDUM 
                     

 

 

 TO:  HONORABLE MAYOR & FROM:   John A. Flores     

                      CITY COUNCIL   

   

SUBJECT:  City Administrator’s Weekly Report              DATE:   February 6, 2015 

                                                      

 

INFORMATION 

 

Following are the key activities to be highlighted this week:  

 

Upcoming Holiday Closure – On Thursday, February 12, the City of Oakland’s administrative 

offices will be closed in observance of Lincoln’s Birthday. While the City’s administrative 

employees are out of the office, if a situation arises that requires more staffing, the City has a 

plan in place to call in additional resources. Police, fire and emergency services are not affected 

during the holiday. For more information, please visit www.oaklandnet.com. 

 

Vote Daily For Oakland In The Miracle-Gro Competition – Through Monday, February 9, 

Oakland Parks & Recreation (OPR) is one of four finalists in the Inaugural Miracle-Gro1000 

People’s Choice Community Gardens Grant competition. The other finalists are Orlando, New 

York and Detroit. The city with the most online votes on February 9 will receive a $40,000 grant. 

As we enter the last weekend of voting, Oakland is just behind Detroit and needs everyone’s 

votes to win the $40,000 grant. If Oakland wins, the grant will fund a community garden at 

Lowell Park. Contest rules indicate voters may vote once per day per device until February 9. To 

see an ABC7 news report on the competition, please visit http://abc7news.com/society/oakland-

community-garden-hoping-to-win-contest-for-funding/456125/. To read the media release, 

please visit http://www2.oaklandnet.com/w/OAK051352. To cast your vote for Oakland, please 

visit www.gro1000vote.com.  

 

Oakland Launches Reward Program For Reporting Illegal Dumping – On Thursday, February 

5, the City of Oakland held a press conference to launch a new program that will provide rewards 

to witnesses who help deter people from illegally dumping in Oakland neighborhoods. With the 

Reward for Reporting Illegal Dumping Program, witnesses who report illegal dumping can 

receive up to half of all penalties collected in successful enforcement actions based on the 

witness’s reports. This is a strong message that Oakland will not tolerate illegal dumping in our 

neighborhoods and along our streets. Residents will notice a series of bus shelter ads 

encouraging everyone to help identify perpetrators and put a stop to this illegal behavior. The 

Rewards Program is a truly collaborative partnership among the Office of the Mayor, Public 

Works Department, City Administrator’s Office, Office of the City Attorney and the Oakland 

City Council. For more information about the Reward Program, visit the new website at 
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http://oaklandnet/home/Reward/index.htm or contact Kristine Shaff, Public Information Officer, 

at kshaff@oaklandnet.com or (510) 238-2966.  

 

OPD Recognized For Progressive Work Responding To Large Demonstrations – On Friday, 

January 30, Oakland Police Chief Sean Whent was an invited panel speaker at President 

Obama’s Task Force on 21st Century policing hearings held at the University of Cincinnati. 

Established by Executive Order on December 18, the task force seeks to identify best practices in 

policing and is dedicated to identifying how policing practices can promote effective crime 

reduction while building public trust. Chief Whent participated on a panel and spoke about best 

practices for police interaction during demonstrations. The Oakland Police Department (OPD) is 

committed to providing a balanced response to demonstrations, protecting the rights of those 

gathered, and ensuring everyone’s safety while also preventing property damage. OPD has 

implemented policies, procedures and training that reflect our dedication to this mission. The 

men and women of OPD have handled recent protests with professionalism and their hard work 

and commitment to Oakland are being recognized nationally. For more information, please 

contact Sgt. Holly Joshi, OPD Chief of Staff, at hjoshi@oaklandnet.com or (510) 238-3131. 

 

OPR Summer Job Opportunities – Through Friday, February 13, Oakland Parks & Recreation 

(OPR) is accepting applications for a variety of part-time summer positions. Available positions 

range from recreation leaders and sports officials to lifeguards and pool managers. Age 

requirements vary by job, but opportunities are available for youth as young as 16. For more 

information and to apply online, please visit 

http://agency.governmentjobs.com/oaklandca/default.cfm. 

 

Oakland Scores Six Finalists In Upcoming 2015 East Bay Innovation Awards – On Thursday, 

February 19, the 3rd Annual East Bay Innovation Awards will be held at the Fox Theater, 1807 

Telegraph Avenue. This juried competition produced by the East Bay Economic Development 

Alliance (EBEDA) honors outstanding innovation among companies in the greater East Bay. The 

event runs from 5:00 to 8:00 p.m. Once again, Oakland companies are featured strongly among 

the finalists. Oakland boasts finalists in six of the nine categories including the SfunCube solar 

incubator/accelerator in both the Cleantech and Catalyst categories; FATHOM, a 3D printing 

company which actually makes the awards for the event, in the Advanced Manufacturing 

category; the Oakland Digital Arts and Literacy Center in the Education category; and both 

finalists in the All Oakland Food category – Blue Bottle Coffee and Community Grains. In 

addition to these finalists, Clorox is this year’s winner of the highly esteemed Legacy Award, 

bestowed upon a company with a continuous history of innovation. Founded here in 1913, 

Clorox is the second straight Legacy winner from Oakland, following Kaiser Permanente’s win 

last year. To learn more about the Innovation Awards, including how to purchase tickets, please 

visit http://www.eastbayeda.org/iawards/innovation_home.html. 

 

Seismic Retrofit Of Soft Story Apartment Buildings – Throughout February, the City of 

Oakland will host community forums to gather feedback from tenants and property owners of 

soft story apartment buildings. The feedback will be used in developing soft story retrofit 

legislation for Oakland apartment buildings. More than 22,000 Oakland rental units are in 

potential soft story buildings. In the event of an earthquake, these units could be damaged, which 
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could mean displacement of residents, destruction of possessions and loss of life. The following 

forums are scheduled. Interpretive services will be provided as noted.  

 

 Saturday, February 7, 10:30 a.m. to Noon  

FM Smith Recreation Center, 1969 Park Boulevard 

Vietnamese and Chinese  

 

 Monday, February 9, 7:00 to 8:30 p.m.  

St. Paschal Baylon Catholic Church, 3700 Dorisa Avenue 

 

 Wednesday, February 11, 7:00 to 8:30 p.m. 

St. Elizabeth’s High School Gym, 1500 34th Avenue 

Spanish 

 

 Wednesday, February 18, 7:00 to 8:30 p.m.  

Faith Presbyterian Church, 430 49th Street 

  

In addition to the community forums, the public can provide input through an online survey at 

www.oaklandnet.com/softstorysurvey. To learn more about soft story buildings and seismic 

retrofitting, please visit www.oaklandnet.com/homeretrofit. For more information on the City’s 

Soft Story Building program, please contact Victoria Salinas, Chief Resilience Officer, at 

vsalinas@oaklandnet.com or (510) 238-3487. 

 

OPD Among Winners Of COPS Office’s First-Ever Social Media Photo Contest – On 

Thursday, January 29, the U.S. Department of Justice’s Office of Community Oriented Policing 

Services (COPS Office) announced the twelve winners of its 20th Anniversary “Community 

Policing in Action” photo contest. The winning Oakland Police Department photo, taken by 

now-retired Police Service Technician Michele A. Silvia, shows Officer Nolan Chan talking with 

a relieved and reassured 97-year-old robbery victim. The story behind the photo is that 

Downtown Oakland Ambassadors were able to direct Oakland Police officers to the suspect; an 

arrest was made and the stolen money returned to the victim the same day. The photo captures 

OPD’s dedication to improving public safety through relationship building and community 

policing. Initially, the COPS Office had planned to choose four winning photos to be featured 

quarterly on its Twitter and Facebook accounts, but because of the overwhelming response, the 

selection committee decided to instead choose twelve photos to be featured monthly. The 

contest, which offered law enforcement and other community stakeholders the opportunity to 

visually share examples of community policing in action, received over 200 submissions within 

the one-month contest submission period. The OPD entry can be seen by visiting 

http://cops.usdoj.gov/html/dispatch/index.asp. To view the media release announcing the 

winners, please visit http://cops.usdoj.gov/Default.asp?Item=2773. For more information, please 

contact Sgt. Holly Joshi, OPD Chief of Staff, at hjoshi@oaklandnet.com or (510) 238-3131. 

 

Oakland Public Library Announces Three Exhibits On View In February – Through February, 

the Oakland Public Library is presenting three exhibits of art, photography and local history at 

three locations. The Lakeview Branch Library, 550 El Embarcadero, features E-Natural’s Funky 
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Soul Reconstruction with paintings, drawings and photos by Brother E-Natural (a.k.a. Ed N Sted) 

through Friday, February 27. The African American Museum and Library at Oakland 

(AAMLO), 659 14th Street, is featuring A Thought, A Memory, An Image, an exhibit of photos 

by Joe Schwartz, a legendary photographer who documented life in American neighborhoods 

throughout the 20th century, capturing scenes of interracial harmony. This exhibit will be up 

through Saturday, February 28. At the Oakland History Room, on the second floor of the Main 

Library, 125 14th Street, the current exhibit is The Panama Pacific International Exposition of 

1915, commemorating the centennial of the 20th Century’s first significant art and architecture 

exposition on the West Coast, with original programs, souvenir books, photographs, maps and 

other ephemera. This exhibit will continue through March 26. For additional information, please 

contact Sharon McKellar, Community Relations Librarian, at smckellar@oaklandlibrary.org or 

(510) 238-3513. 

 

Studio One Poetry Reading Series – On Saturday, February 7, Oakland Parks & Recreation’s 

Studio One Art Center will host a poetry reading featuring Aaron Kunin and Andrew Maxwell at 

7:00 p.m. Located at 365 45th Street, Studio One hosts nationally recognized poets as part of a 

monthly First Friday Poetry Reading Series. Beverages and snacks will be served at this free 

event for folks 21 and older. Lagunitas Brewing Company is the event sponsor. For more 

information and upcoming reading schedules, please visit 

www.studioonereadingseries.blogspot.com or contact Alethia Walker, Program Specialist, at 

walethia@oaklandnet.com or (510) 597-5027. 

 

Teen Inclusion Dance – On Saturday, February 7, Oakland Parks & Recreation’s Inclusion 

Center and Studio One Art Center, located at 365 45th Street, will present the Teen Inclusion 

Dance. Running from 7:00 to 9:00 p.m., this event will be a night of fun and dance with a DJ and 

friends. The event is open to all teens. Parents and older siblings are encouraged to assist with 

special needs and enjoy the night as well. If a teen’s needs require assistance, a family member 

should stay with the participant. Admission is $10 per family at the door. For more information, 

please contact Joy Sledge, Recreation Specialist, at (510) 597-5064 or jsledge@oaklandnet.com.  

 

SPCA Vaccination At Ira Jinkins – On Sunday, February 8, Oakland Parks & Recreation’s Ira 

Jinkins Recreation Center, located at 9175 Edes Avenue, and the Society for the Prevention of 

Cruelty to Animals (SPCA) will be providing free vaccinations for pets. The event will run form 

11:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. and is open to all pet owners. For more information, please contact 

Donte Watson, Center Director, at (510) 615-5959. 

 

OPD Arrests Made End of January, Start of February – On Monday, February 2, at about 7:50 

p.m., Oakland Police officers observed a vehicle driving slowly in a residential area with its 

lights turned off. It appeared the vehicle was about to come to a stop behind a woman who had 

just parked and exited her vehicle. The officers ran a file check on the vehicle and learned that it 

was reported stolen. The two suspects in the vehicle saw the police and immediately fled the 

area. Both suspects were detained after a short vehicle and foot pursuit. One illegally possessed 

firearm was located inside the suspect vehicle. On Thursday, January 29, at about 12:40 p.m., 

Oakland Police officers responded to the 4600 block of International Boulevard to investigate a 

report of a strong arm robbery. Witnesses were able to provide a description of the two suspects 
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and directed the officers to the suspects, who were about a block away. As the officers were 

detaining the suspects, Dispatch advised that a similar robbery had occurred in the 3400 block of 

E. 12th Street. Items belonging to the victim of that robbery were found in the suspects’ 

possession. Officers arrested the suspects for both robberies and some items were returned to the 

victims. For more information, please contact Sgt. Holly Joshi, OPD Chief of Staff, at 

hjoshi@oaklandnet.com or (510) 238-3131. 

 

Senior Needs Assessment Survey – Through Friday, February 20, the City of Oakland Human 

Services Department (HSD) is conducting a survey to identify the needs, interests and concerns 

of Oakland residents aged 55 and older. To date, more than 1,000 surveys have been completed. 

Information gathered will help HSD better serve the senior community. There are several ways 

to participate in the survey: 

 

 Take the survey online at https://www.surveymonkey.com/s/GLYQHFS   

 Download and print out the survey in multiple languages at 

http://www2.oaklandnet.com/Government/o/DHS/s/aas/index.htm  

 Pick up a paper survey at one of the following locations: Oaklanders’ Assistance Center, 

Oakland City Hall, 1 Frank H. Ogawa Plaza; Human Services Department, 150 Frank H. 

Ogawa Plaza, Ste. 4340; East Oakland Senior Center, 9255 Edes Avenue; Downtown 

Oakland Senior Center, 200 Grand Avenue; North Oakland Senior Center, 5714 MLK Jr. 

Way or West Oakland Senior Center, 1724 Adeline Street 

 

Completed surveys should be mailed to the Human Services Department, 150 Frank H. Ogawa 

Plaza, Suite 4340, Oakland, CA 94612 or dropped off at one of the locations listed above. Your 

participation will help ensure that City services are meeting the needs of seniors living in 

Oakland. To read the media release, please visit http://www2.oaklandnet.com/w/OAK051346. 

For more information, please contact Scott Means, Human Services Manager, at 

smeans@oaklandnet.com or (510) 238-6137. 

 

Valentine’s Day Pet Photos – On Saturday, February 14, between 10:00 a.m. and 4:00 p.m., 

Oakland Parks & Recreation (OPR) is partnering with Paws & Claws and Soulful Pet 

Photography to provide an opportunity to celebrate Valentines with your pet. Hurry and reserve 

your portrait time on Valentine’s Day. Participants will receive a beautiful mounted photo of 

their best friend taken by a professional photographer. The photo project is a fundraiser to benefit 

OPR’s dog programs. Session cost is $45. For more information or to reserve your photo time, 

please contact Michelle Doppelt, Recreation Supervisor, at mdoppelt@oaklandnet.com or (510) 

482-7831. 
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Information Memorandums: 

 

The following Information Memorandums were issued recently: 

 

Tree Removal in Dimond Park for Sausal Creek Restoration – The purpose of this information 

memo is to provide an update on the Sausal Creek Restoration Project in Dimond Park. 

http://www2.oaklandnet.com/w/OAK051422  

 

 

Upcoming Meetings and Events:  

 

For information on upcoming City meetings and events, please visit the City’s online calendar at 

http://www2.oaklandnet.com/Events/index.htm. For events at the Oakland Public Library, please 

visit http://oaklandlibrary.org/events.  

 

Respectfully submitted,        

     /s/ 

 JOHN A. FLORES 

 Interim City Administrator  
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