
   
   

 
 
 
                   

                                                                     MEMORANDUM 
                     

 
 
 TO:  HONORABLE MAYOR & FROM:   Deanna J. Santana     
                      CITY COUNCIL   
   
SUBJECT:  City Administrator’s Weekly Report              DATE:   December 20, 2013  
          ________________ 
  

INFORMATION 
 
Please note that due to the upcoming holidays, the next City Administrator’s Weekly 
Report will be issued on Friday, January 10. 
 
Following are the key activities to be highlighted this week: 
 
Upcoming Holiday Closures At The City Of Oakland – On Wednesday, December 25 and 
Wednesday, January 1, the City of Oakland’s administrative offices will be closed in observance 
of the Christmas and New Year’s Day holidays. While the City’s administrative employees are 
out of the office, if a situation arises that requires more staffing, the City has a plan in place to 
call in additional resources. Police, fire and emergency services are not affected during the 
holiday. Please note that all library locations will be closed on Tuesday, December 24, Wednesday, 
December 25 and Wednesday, January 1. All library locations will be open on Tuesday, December 
31 from 10:00 a.m. to 5:30 p.m. For more information, please visit www.oaklandnet.com.   
 
New Police Vehicles Part Of Largest Fleet Purchase Since 2001 – On Tuesday, December 17, 
the City of Oakland announced the addition of 82 new vehicles to the public safety vehicle fleet, 
including a new type of police patrol vehicle. The Ford Police Interceptor Utility will be 
replacing some of the Crown Victoria Police Interceptors currently in service. The Crown 
Victoria is no longer produced so the City had to select a new type of vehicle to be its standard. 
The Oakland Police Department and the Public Works Agency’s Equipment Services Division 
conducted an analysis of the offered vehicles’ safety ratings, fuel consumption, lifecycle costs, 
maintainability, performance ratings, ergonomics and officer acceptance. Three sedans and two 
sport utility vehicles were evaluated by officers and staff. The Ford Police Interceptor Utility 
vehicle was selected based on its highest overall score. The new vehicle offers safety and 
environmental improvements over the Crown Victoria. New features such as a backup camera, 
blind-spot monitoring and stability control reduce the risk of accidents. The new vehicles are 
expected to get 30% better fuel economy than the existing patrol cars. In addition, the SUV 
design provides greater space and better access for officers and their equipment. Funding for the 
new vehicles comes from an $11,850,000 lease-purchase program approved by the Oakland City 
Council earlier this year, as well as other funding. This allows the City to make some overdue 
vehicle replacements without having to expend the total purchase cost in one year. The program 
will also buy fire apparatus, street sweepers and other important vehicles. The City has not  
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bought this many vehicles in a single year since 2001. Of the 82 new police vehicles, the first 
ones ready have been used to train officers and the rest will be deployed over the next few 
months as they are up-fit with equipment and communications upgrades by the Oakland 
Department of Information and Technology. Seventy-four of the new patrol vehicles are part of a 
lease-purchase program for 153 vehicles for various City departments. Also included in that 
program are: 
 
 8 unmarked vehicles for OPD 
 4 fire apparatus vehicles 
 36 parking enforcement vehicles 
 6 street sweepers 
 25 light trucks and vans for PWA, OPD, OFD and Human Services 
 12 vehicles for the Problem Solving Officers 

 
In addition to a print article, the Oakland Tribune also posted a video showcasing the new 
vehicles. To view the article and video, please visit 
http://www.contracostatimes.com/news/ci_24744165/oakland-police-get-suv-patrol-vehicles. For 
more information, please contact Sgt. Holly Joshi, OPD Chief of Staff, at 
hjoshi@oaklandnet.com or (510) 238-3131 or Kristine Shaff, PWA Public Information Officer, 
at kshaff@oaklandnet.com or (510) 238-2966. 
 
City Administrator Named on National ICMA Leadership Taskforce – City Administrator 
Deanna J. Santana was named by the International City/County Management Association 
(ICMA) President Simon Farbrother as a member of the ICMA Leadership Management 
Taskforce.  This taskforce will focus on the future role of leadership in the local government 
profession.  The taskforce’s work is expected to be complete by September 2014 and will be 
presented at ICMA’s 100th Annual Conference in Charlotte/Mecklenburg County, North 
Carolina. For more information, please contact Alexandra Orologas, City Administrator’s Office 
Chief of Staff, at aorologas@oaklandnet.com or (510) 238-6587.  
 
Oakland Named Top Turnaround Town in the Country – For the second quarter of 2013, 
Realtor.com named Oakland the Top Turnaround Town in the Country based on indicators such 
as residential housing inventory, median list price, days on the market and search and listing 
activity. The group noted that Oakland is leading the nation’s housing recovery. For the second 
quarter of 2013, the median list price for a home in Oakland was up 41.3% compared to the same 
period in 2012. For the same period, the number of days a property stayed on the market before 
selling plummeted 53.1%. This is just the latest accolade to be bestowed on our city. Our 
partners at Visit Oakland produced a recap of accolades from 2013 in a media release entitled, 
“Year in Review: Oakland Tops 20+ Positive Lists Nationwide.” To view the release, please visit 
http://www.virtual-strategy.com/2013/12/19/year-review-oakland-tops-20-positive-lists-
nationwide#ixzz2nwtueg2k. To view other recent accolades, please visit 
http://www2.oaklandnet.com/News/OAK033058.  
 
OPD Working With BART To Provide Holiday Safety Escorts – On Friday, December 20, from 
5:00 to 8:00 p.m., officers from the Oakland Police Department (OPD) will team up with officers  
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from the BART Police Department (BPD) and the San Leandro Police Department (SLPD) to 
offer safety escorts at three popular BART stations (the West Oakland, Fruitvale and Bay Fair 
stations). The safety escorts will be available to accompany BART customers to their cars parked 
within a three-block radius of the three stations. At the West Oakland station, two designated 
patrol vehicles will provide rides to those who do not want to walk in the dark. This event 
highlights the collaborative work between the community, BPD, OPD and SLPD as well as the 
departments’ shared goal of keeping our communities safe. All three departments would like to 
remind people that the holidays can be a distracting time and that it is important to always 
remain alert and aware of your belongings and surroundings. For more information, please 
contact Sgt. Holly Joshi, OPD Chief of Staff, at hjoshi@oaklandnet.com or (510) 238-3131. 
 
Oakland Economic Development Update – Oakland’s economic development outlook is 
improving with increased investment and development interest increasing throughout the city.  
Major economic development projects, including three $1 billion plus projects, are currently in 
various stages of planning and construction include:  
 
 The Brooklyn Basin waterfront master plan which will add over 3,100 residential units, 

over 200,000 square feet of office space and 30 new acres of waterfront park. 
Infrastructure construction will start in 2014.  

 The “Coliseum City” master development which could provide new sports facilities and 
residential and retail development in the Coliseum area is underway with its Specific 
Plan, and the Environmental Impact Report is expected to be released to the public in  
spring 2014.   

 The Oakland Global Trade Logistics Center, a full redevelopment of the former Oakland 
Army Base property into a major logistics center, will start infrastructure development in 
early 2014.   

 AC Transit’s Bus Rapid Transit (BRT) Project will be built along the length of 
International Boulevard, supporting commercial revitalization and new mixed-use 
development opportunities along one of Oakland’s major transportation routes. The 
project is in design development and related construction will begin in summer 2014 with 
advanced utility work.    

 
The City is also underway with four specific plans to guide development in various areas of 
Oakland over the next 25 years. The four specific plans cover Broadway/Valdez, West Oakland, 
the Lake Merritt BART Station Area and Coliseum City. In addition, the City Council recently 
approved the Central Estuary Area Plan to guide the development of Oakland’s waterfront. For 
more information on these specific plans, please visit 
http://www2.oaklandnet.com/Government/o/PBN/OurOrganization/PlanningZoning/index.htm.  
Other recent noteworthy accomplishments for the City include: 
 
 On Wednesday, December 18, the Oakland Planning Commission certified the Final EIR 

for the Broadway Shops retail center development which will include a Sprouts Market 
and additional retail in the Broadway/Valdez area. That development will join The Hive, 
a mixed-use project with space for 104 apartments and 100,000 square feet of office and 
retail in the Upper Broadway area.  
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 In the past 18 months, Oakland continues to see property owners and businesses invest in 

downtown with more than 50 new façade and/or tenant improvement projects opening for 
business. Of these openings, 26 were restaurant or entertainment-based businesses.  

 In July 2013, the Jack London Improvement District (JLID) was supported by 78% of 
property owners in the area. The Oakland City Council approved the formation of the 
district with the passage of Ordinance No. 84534 C.M.S. at its meeting on July 16. The 
JLID is a business improvement district serving the Jack London Square neighborhood. 
The district’s maintenance and safety ambassador operations will begin in the first 
quarter of 2014. 

 In spring 2013, the City of Oakland became the first city in the nation to be selected as a 
Trustee for the Kiva Zip Program, an Internet platform that enables individual lenders 
around the world to “crowd fund” interest-free loans directly to small business owners, 
micro-enterprises and entrepreneurs. The City of Oakland has endorsed three Oakland 
businesses: Pollinate Farm & Garden located at 2727 Fruitvale Avenue; Loakal Art 
Gallery & Boutique located at 560 2nd Street; and OwlNWood located at 45 Grand 
Avenue. Please contact the Oakland Business Assistance Center at (510) 238-7952 to 
find out how to “loan” to these businesses or nominate other Oakland-based small 
businesses or micro enterprises.  

 On Tuesday, November 5, the City of Oakland welcomed Vigilent, Inc. and their 50+ 
employees to downtown Oakland. The company relocated from El Cerrito – testimony 
that companies are moving to Oakland to grow thanks to our city’s great transit access 
and amenities. Vigilent is a leader in energy efficient data center cooling and adds to 
Oakland’s downtown energy efficiency cluster, dubbed “Negawatt Alley.” 

 From Tuesday, October 1 to Thursday, October 3, Oakland hosted the second national 
meeting of the Urban Manufacturing Alliance Conference. Hosting this event elevated 
Oakland’s prominence in this growing national sector and showcased The Crucible and 
many other local artisans and creative manufacturers. 

 On Friday, December 5, Oakland’s development activities and investments over the past 
year were showcased during the San Francisco Business Times’ Oakland Structures 
breakfast. To read the articles published in the companion Oakland Structures insert, 
please visit https://www.rebelmouse.com/SFBusinessTimesSocial/Oakland-Structures/. 
To view Mayor Jean Quan’s presentation delivered at the breakfast, please visit 
http://www2.oaklandnet.com/w/OAK044465. To view the slides delivered by Assistant 
City Administrator Fred Blackwell, please visit 
http://www2.oaklandnet.com/w/OAK044467. To view the PowerPoint presentation 
delivered by Planning Director Rachel Flynn, please visit 
http://www2.oaklandnet.com/w/OAK044468.    

 
For additional information, please contact Aliza Gallo, Economic Development Manager, at 
agallo@oaklandnet.com or (510) 238-7405. 
 
5th Annual Plaid Friday a Huge Success – On Friday, November 29, during Oakland’s 5th 
Annual Plaid Friday, hundreds of businesses citywide, including more than 45 businesses located 
in the Downtown and Lake Merritt/Uptown community benefit districts, participated in the day-
long event. Everyone involved has declared the promotional event a resounding success.  
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Highlights included free parking in City-owned lots, garages and meters, professional gift 
wrapping, food vendors and a host of live entertainment. In past years, most Oakland businesses 
remained closed on the day after Thanksgiving – the biggest shopping day of the year – because 
their customers were fleeing to the malls. Thanks to Plaid Friday, this is no longer the case and 
Oakland businesses are now reaping the benefits of participating in this innovative marketing 
campaign. This year’s ‘mall-ternative’ shopping event included the transformation of Latham 
Square into a festive winter wonderland where more than 30 “pop-up” artisans displayed and 
sold artwork and gifts. Santa was also on hand for free photos and an opportunity for Oakland 
children to share their holiday wishes. Results of surveys conducted among many of the 
participating businesses indicate that retail activity was up over last year’s event. Notable 
examples include:  
   
 Loakal Art Gallery & Boutique, at 560 Second Street, reported a doubling in sales over 

last year’s event.   
 Crown Nine in Old Oakland reported an increase in sales of 34%. 
 Entrez! Open House, in its new location at 100 Grand Avenue, reported a 20% increase 

in sales. 
 Sole Space, at 1714 Telegraph Avenue, reported a 20% increase in sales.  

 
Plaid Friday is a key component of Oakland Grown, a nonprofit, buy local program celebrating 
and supporting independent businesses and artists and is supported by the City of Oakland, East 
Bay Express, the Lake Merritt/Uptown District and Downtown Oakland Associations, 
Oaklandish, Oakland In The Black, Betti Ono Gallery and popuphood. Other partners include 
Visit Oakland, East Bay Bicycle Coalition, Marion and Rose’s Workshop, ProArts and the Great 
Wall of Oakland. Founded in Oakland by Kerri Lee Johnson, owner of Marion & Rose’s 
Workshop in Old Oakland along with area merchants, Plaid Friday has now been replicated in 
several cities around the country including Syracuse, NY, Pittsfield, MA and Winchester, VA. 
For additional information, please contact Samee Roberts, Marketing Manager, Department of 
Economic & Workforce Development, at sroberts@oaklandnet.com or (510) 238-2136. 
 
DUI/Drivers License Checkpoints Planned – On Friday, December 20, between 7:00 p.m. and 
3:00 a.m., the Oakland Police Department’s Traffic Unit will be conducting DUI/drivers license 
checkpoints at an undisclosed location within the city limits. Officers will be looking for signs of 
alcohol and/or drug impairment, delaying motorists momentarily as they check that drivers have 
proper licensing. DUI checkpoints are placed in locations affording the greatest opportunity for 
achieving drunk and drugged driving deterrence based on collision statistics and frequency of 
DUI arrests. Drivers caught driving impaired can expect the impact of a DUI arrest to include jail 
time, fines, fees, DUI classes and other expenses that can exceed $10,000. For more information, 
please contact Sgt. Holly Joshi, OPD Chief of Staff, at hjoshi@oaklandnet.com or (510) 238-
3131. 
 
22nd Annual Holiday Dinner – On Monday, December 23, the City of Oakland’s Department of 
Human Services, Communities United Committee and the Emergency Food Providers Advisory 
Committee are hosting the 22nd Annual Holiday Dinner event at the Oakland Marriott City 
Center. Last year’s event served about 2,000. Your support to feed the hungry is needed. Just $17  
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will provide a meal for one guest and $35 for an entire family. Donations to the City of Oakland 
Hunger Program are tax deductible. The tax identification number is 94-6000384. Donations can 
be made by check payable to the City of Oakland Hunger Program and mailed or delivered to 
Chrishelle Chatman, Department of Human Services, 150 Frank H. Ogawa Plaza, Suite 4340, 
Oakland, CA 94612. For more information on the Annual Holiday Dinner, please contact 
Chrishelle Chatman, Administrative Assistant, at cchatman@oaklandnet.com or (510) 986-2721. 
 
Gun Buyback Success – On Saturday, December 14, an Oakland Gun Buyback event was held 
at Youth UpRising at 8711 MacArthur Boulevard. The event resulted in the collection of 147 
firearms – 75 handguns, 68 rifles and 4 assault weapons. Oakland’s event, part of a statewide 
gun buyback initiative, resulted from a partnership between Youth Uprising, the City of Oakland, 
the Alameda County District Attorney’s Office and the Gun by Gun organization, whose mission 
is to empower individuals to remove guns from their communities through crowdfunded gun 
buyback programs. Mayor Jean Quan, Interim Chief Sean Whent and District Attorney Nancy 
O’Malley were on hand to kick off the event. For more information, please contact Sgt. Holly 
Joshi, OPD Chief of Staff, at hjoshi@oaklandnet.com or (510) 238-3131. 
 
Holiday Safety Tips from the Oakland Police Department – On Tuesday, December 17, the 
Oakland Police Department placed its Holiday Safety Tips in English, Chinese and Spanish on 
its website at www.oaklandpolice.com. Consejos de Seguridad para los Días Festivos - 
屋崙（奧克蘭）警察局假日安全提示. The holidays are wonderful, but this is the time of the year 
that criminals take advantage of our residents and shoppers. The Oakland Police Department has 
patrols in key areas of Oakland and will continue to partner with other law enforcement agencies 
and members of the community to reduce crime during the holiday season. For more 
information, please contact Sgt. Holly Joshi, OPD Chief of Staff, at hjoshi@oaklandnet.com or 
(510) 238-3131. 
 
Annual Asian Immigrant Woman Advocates Holiday Party – On Saturday, December 14, 
Deputy Chief David Downing attended the annual Asian Immigrant Woman Advocates (AIWA) 
Holiday Party. Deputy Chief Downing and Frances Chow-Baker from Gateway Bank helped 
raise money to purchase 350 Christmas gifts for children from AIWA. Most of the donations for 
the gifts came from the Asian Advisory Committee on Crime, the Oakland Asian Peace Officers 
Association, the Alameda District Attorney’s Office and the Oakland Police Officers 
Association. Over 350 members from the community attended the party and were entertained by 
dancers, singers and martial artists. For more information, please contact Sgt. Holly Joshi, OPD 
Chief of Staff, at hjoshi@oaklandnet.com or (510) 238-3131. 
 
Operation “Motor Santa” – On Wednesday, December 18, the Oakland Police Department 
Traffic Division conducted its annual “Motor Santa” Operation to provide toys to children (up to 
the age of 12) throughout Oakland. In this seven-year Traffic Division tradition, a traffic officer 
dresses up as Santa and rides his motorcycle throughout the city, passing out toys to children he 
encounters along the way. The route begins at the Eastmont Substation at 2751 73rd Avenue and 
ends in West Oakland. The toys were purchased with money donated from members and 
employees of the Traffic Division and the Oakland Police Motorcycle Drill Team. To view 
photos of “Motor Santa” taken by the Oakland Tribune, please visit  
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http://photos.mercurynews.com/2013/12/18/motorcycle-santa-spreads-holiday-cheer-around-
oakland/. For more information, please contact Lt. Peter Lau at (510) 773-1225 or Sgt. Holly 
Joshi, OPD Chief of Staff, at hjoshi@oaklandnet.com or (510) 238-3131. 
 
Officer Phong Tran Honored by 1000 Mothers to Prevent Violence – On Thursday, December 
12, 1000 Mothers to Prevent Violence held their sixth annual Purple Gala at the Jack London 
Aquatic Center. Founded by Lorrain Taylor, a mother of three whose twin sons were murdered 
in 2000, this local charity supports those who have lost family members to violence. During the 
event, OPD’s own Officer Phong Tran was honored as law enforcement officer of the year. For 
more information, please contact Sgt. Holly Joshi, OPD Chief of Staff, at 
hjoshi@oaklandnet.com or (510) 238-3131 
 
Oakland PAL Holiday Events – On Thursday, December 12, the Oakland Police Activity 
League (Oakland PAL) hosted its 24th Annual Christmas Dinner at Shiloh Christian Fellowship, 
3291 School Street. Dinner was provided for over 500 guests and gifts were distributed to the 
children in attendance. Interim Chief Sean Whent and his command staff were there, along with 
staff from the Golden State Warriors and Kaiser Permanente. During the week of December 16, 
Oakland PAL hosted its 23rd Annual Adopt-A-Family Week. PAL collaborated with several 
local companies to provide gifts to identified families who needed assistance in making this 
holiday season most enjoyable. Oakland PAL officers accompanied representatives from the 
sponsoring companies to make personal deliveries to each of the families. Corporate sponsors 
this year include 12 Days of Christmas, Inc. (Oakland Chapter), VES McDonalds, Community 
Charities Bingo, Quality Tech Computer Tune-up Specialists, the Golden State Warriors and 
other private donors. For additional information on this event, please call Oakland PAL at (510) 
615-5758 or contact Sgt. Holly Joshi, OPD Chief of Staff, at hjoshi@oaklandnet.com or (510) 
238-3131. 
 
Appreciation Ceremony For Toppled Lake Merritt Eucalyptus – On Saturday, December 21, 
the City of Oakland Public Works Agency will hold a ceremony of appreciation at 10:00 a.m. for 
the Manna Gum Eucalyptus tree that fell during uncharacteristically high winds in November. 
The public is invited to join in celebrating this mighty and historic tree, situated between the 
Camron-Stanford House and Lake Chalet Restaurant on Lakeside Drive. On November 21, 
winds up to 65 miles per hour brought the tree to the ground. The tree is estimated to be almost 
150 years old, measuring 120 feet tall, 9.5 feet in diameter, with the root plate alone weighing an 
estimated 94,000 pounds. Due to the fire and safety hazards created by this fallen tree, City of 
Oakland staff began trimming branches and limbs this week. The extensive process of removing 
the tree trunk from its location will follow the ceremony on December 21. Plans are underway to 
reuse a section of the trunk to demonstrate Oakland history and more information will be made 
available as the plan develops. Community members interested in beautifying other parts of 
Oakland, including parks, creeks, streets and drains, are encouraged to learn more about the 
Oakland Adopt a Spot program. Information on the Adopt a Spot program and other volunteer 
opportunities can be found at www.oaklandadoptaspot.org. For more information, please contact 
Kristine Shaff, Public Information Officer, at kshaff@oaklandnet.com or (510) 238-2966.  
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PWA Staff Share the Gift of Giving – On Tuesday, December 17, the City’s Public Works 
Agency (PWA) joined the Family Support Services of the Bay Area’s “Sponsor a Family” 
Holiday Giving Program to help make the season’s spirits brighter for more than 25 Oakland 
families and self-reliant teens. Staffers across the diverse agency tackled the project in their 
typical “can-do” style and exceeded all expectations. With a list of the families’ and self-reliant 
teens’ ages, sizes and “wish lists” provided by the “Sponsor a Family” program, PWA 
employees dove eagerly into being Santa’s helpers to choose and purchase gifts. A strong feeling 
that giving is the true gift was shared among all donors. Public Works staffers delivered several 
carloads of practical and fun gifts that were tailored to fulfill the wish list of each recipient. In 
the holiday season’s spirit of giving, PWA staff generously donated gifts valued at 
approximately $4,000. For more information about Family Support Services and the Sponsor a 
Family Program, please contact Jeff Gary at jeff@workcomptv.com or (925) 493-0463.  
 
BART 17th Street Gateway Project Construction – On Tuesday September 10, construction 
began on the BART 17th Street Gateway Project. The station entry is located between Broadway 
and Telegraph Avenue in an alleyway just above 17th Street. The project’s goal is to improve an 
underutilized BART station entry and transform it into a gateway entry point to the Uptown Arts 
and Entertainment District. The improvements will enhance the visibility of the site and provide 
a safe and inviting space for Uptown community members, visitors and BART patrons. Physical 
improvements include upgrades to lighting, pavement, station identification and way finding 
signage. Public art will play a major role in transforming the image of the alleyway. The 
commission, awarded to artist Dan Corson, through a public art selection process, will create an 
architecturally integrated, large-scale wall sculpture which includes artist-designed lighting. The 
project is made possible through a State of California Proposition 1C - Uptown Infill and 
Infrastructure Grant and City of Oakland Public Art Funds. The projected completion date for 
the project is April 2014. For more information, please contact George Durney, Project Manager 
in the Office of Neighborhood Investment, at gcdurney@oaklandnet.com or (510) 238-6150.  
 
Free Downtown Oakland Broadway Shuttle Hours Extended On New Year’s Eve – On 
Tuesday, December 31, the City of Oakland and AC Transit will co-sponsor extended “B” 
Shuttle service for revelers ringing in the New Year in downtown Oakland. The shuttle will 
operate from 7:00 a.m. on New Year’s Eve until 1:00 a.m. on New Year’s Day, running every 
10-15 minutes between Jack London Square and Grand Avenue/27th Street. Use this safe 
alternative to driving and enjoy Oakland’s nightlife! For shuttle route and other information, 
please visit www.bshuttle.com. For more information, please contact Zach Seal, Broadway 
Shuttle Project Manager, at zseal@oaklandnet.com or (510) 238-2937. 
 
Oakland Public Library Announces Special Schedule for New Year’s Eve – Patrons of the 
Oakland Public Library, who in recent years may have grown accustomed to Library closures 
during the last week of the year, will be pleased to know that this holiday season the Library will 
close only on Tuesday, December 24, Wednesday, December 25 and Wednesday, January 1. 
Patrons need to be aware, however, that some locations will operate on a special schedule on 
Tuesday, December 31 (New Year’s Eve). On that date, all locations will be open from 10:00 
a.m. to 5:30 p.m. The rest of the week, with the exception of these four holiday dates, the Library 
will be open according to its usual schedule and offering full services.  
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90-Second Newbery Film Festival Coming to Rockridge Branch – On Saturday, February 8, the 
Rockridge Branch Library, located at 5366 College Avenue, will host a film festival from Noon 
to 1:15 p.m. This Winter Break, it will be lights, camera, action for many talented local kids. 
The 90-Second Newbery Film Festival is making a stop in Oakland and local kids are 
encouraged to enter their films in the contest. The deadline for 2014 festival entries is Monday, 
January 20. The 90-Second Newbery Film Festival is a video contest in which filmmakers of any 
age make movies that tell the entire story of a Newbery award-winning book in 90 seconds or 
less. The results are compelling efforts by young directors, actors, screenwriters and even 
animators. All ages welcome, best for ages 7 and up. The Rockridge Branch screening will 
feature a special co-host, author Jennifer Holm, creator of Babymouse, Squish, and of three 
Newbery Honor–winning novels: Turtle in Paradise, Penny from Heaven, and Our Only May 
Amelia. For more details and instructions for entering your film, please visit 
www.90secondnewbery.com. For information about the screening at the library, contact Nina 
Lindsay, Children’s Services Supervisor, at (510) 238-6706 or nlindsay@oaklandlibrary.org.  
 
Oakland’s Bikeway Network, 1976 to the Present – On Friday, December 6, the Public Works 
Agency added online maps showing the growth of the City’s bikeways from its first one in 1976 
to today’s total of approximately 140 miles of streets and paths designated for cyclists. Year-by-
year, web users will be able to see the development of the network. Maps are available as a time 
lapse animation, a set of individual maps by year as PDFs and as a bar graph showing the miles 
of each bikeway type for each year. To view the maps and graph, please visit the Bicycle 
Facilities Program web page at http://www2.oaklandnet.com/OAK024591. For more 
information, please contact Iris Starr, Transportation Planning & Funding Division Manager, at 
istarr@oaklandnet.com or (510) 238-6229.  
 
Oakland Bowling League – On Wednesday, December 11, the Office of Parks and Recreation 
(OPR) launched its weekly Open Bowling activity. Every Wednesday through January 15, teams 
are invited to “Come out and Play the OPR Way” from 8:00 to 10:00 p.m. at South Shore Lanes 
at 300 Park Street in Alameda. For more information, please contact Renee Tucker, Recreation 
Specialist, at rtucker@oaklandnet.com or (510) 238-2952.  
 
 
Information Memorandums: 
 
The following Information Memorandums were released in the last week. 
 
Director of Library Services Appointment – This information memorandum announces the 
appointment of Gerry Garzón as Director of Library Services for the City of Oakland, effective 
immediately. http://www2.oaklandnet.com/w/OAK044637      
 
City Wide Public Safety Report – This information memorandum provides an update to the 
release date for the report. The final report will be distributed by December 30, 2013. 
http://www2.oaklandnet.com/w/OAK044579  
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Upcoming Meetings and Events:  
 
Mexica Dance – Mondays, 6:00 - 8:00 p.m., Peralta Hacienda Center for History and 
Community, 2488 Coolidge Avenue. Discover Mexica culture during ceremony and dance 
classes open to the public. For more information, please visit www.peraltahacienda.org.    
 
Board Game Days – Wednesdays, 11:00 a.m. - 4:30 p.m., Hall 2, Downtown Oakland Senior 
Center, 200 Grand Avenue. Join others in rousing board games including Monopoly, Scrabble, 
Boggle and many more. For more information, please contact Jennifer King, Senior Center 
Director, at jking@oaklandnet.com or (510) 238-3284. 
 
Affordable Health Care Act: Your Questions Answered – Wednesdays through 2013, 1:00 - 
4:00 p.m., Main Library, 125 14th Street. Come and learn about the Affordable Health Care Act. 
A certified enrollment counselor will be available to answer your questions and assist with the 
application process in the Main Library computer lab. For information, please contact Mana 
Tominaga, Supervising Librarian, at mtominaga@oaklandlibrary.org or (510) 238-6611.  
 
First Thursday Art Walk – First Thursdays, 6:00 - 9:00 p.m., Grand Avenue from LakePark to 
Piedmont border. The Grand Avenue Business District hosts a monthly art event with special 
discounts from merchants and galleries. For more information, please visit 
http://piedmont.patch.com/groups/events/p/ev--first-thursday-art-walk-down-grand-avenue.  
 
Embrace the Dimond District – Third Thursdays, 5:00 p.m., Dimond Avenue & MacArthur 
Boulevard. Join friends, family and neighbors to experience the Dimond District. This monthly 
event, organized by the Dimond Business and Professional Association, has a different theme 
each month. Enjoy local artists, a fun Kids’ Zone and merchant specials. For more information, 
please visit www.shopdimond.com.  
 
Friday Nights @ OMCA – Fridays, 5:00 - 8:00 p.m., Oakland Museum of California, 1000 Oak 
Street. Join the Oakland Museum of California and Off the Grid every Friday for a family-
friendly take on a festive night market. Enjoy blues, jazz and bluegrass with DJs and live bands, 
free dance lessons and extended museum hours. For more information, please visit 
www.museumca.org or call (510) 318-8400.  
 
Dinner, a Movie and the Universe – Friday & Saturday evenings year-round, Various Times, 
Chabot Space and Science Center, 10000 Skyline Boulevard. The perfect date night experience 
is back by popular demand. Enjoy a full-course dinner in the Skyline Bistro, the live-narrated 
Planetarium show Cosmos 360 and view the night sky through the telescopes (weather 
permitting). Reservations are not required, but strongly encouraged. For more information, 
please visit http://www.chabotspace.org/dinner-movie-universe.htm.  
 
Mindful Drumming for “Mishe” Happiness – Last Fridays, 7:30 p.m., Attitudinal Healing 
Connection, 3278 West Street. Experience an once-in-a-lifetime drumming gathering for 
happiness for the entire family. Cultivate “mishe” happiness through mindfulness, synchronistic 
rhythms and community building. Mindful drumming offers an authentic path to happiness and  
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unleashes the human potential. For more information, please visit www.ahc-oakland.org or call 
(510) 652-5530.  
 
Saturday Morning Bike Ride – Saturdays, 8:45 a.m., Warehouse416, 416 26th Street. Enjoy a 
flat, short ride designed to provide new or returning riders with a way of getting started. Guides 
adjust the ride based on participants’ needs. Rain cancels ride. For more information, please 
contact Ron Scrivani at scrivanir@aol.com or visit www.warehouse416.com.  
 
A Holiday Tradition – Saturdays & Sundays through December 23, Noon - 4:00 p.m., Dunsmuir 
Hellman Historic Estate, 2960 Peralta Oaks Court. The Office of Parks and Recreation invites 
you to step back in time and experience a turn-of-the-20th-century Holiday Tradition at the 
Dunsmuir Hellman Historic Estate. Visitors tour the magnificent 37-room mansion transformed 
into a breathtaking masterpiece of an Edwardian holiday. Each room is decorated with elegant 
holiday trees, garlands, antique furnishings and festive decorations. Rejuvenate at the Carriage 
House Café and shop for gifts at the Mansion Gift Shop and Carriage House Crafters. Kids and 
families can have brunch with Santa and then enjoy holiday crafts, games and face painting in 
the Kid’s Zone. For more information, please visit www.dunsmuir-hellman.com or call (510) 
615-5555 
 
Holiday Caroling at Lake Merritt Boating Center – Various dates through Sunday, December 
22, Lake Merritt Boating Center, 568 Bellevue Avenue. Inviting families to come out to enjoy 
some time in our Holiday room with hot cider and cookies before beginning your voyage around 
Lake Merritt. Experience a unique view of Oakland as your Water Sleigh glides past the 18th 
Street Fountain & Holiday Cove before returning to the Boating Center. Friday Tours: December 
20 from 4:00 to 8:00 p.m.*, Saturday Tours: December 21 from 3:00 to 8:00 p.m.*, Sunday 
Tours: December 22 from 3:00 to 8:00 p.m.* *6:00 p.m. tours are available for individual 
participants, all other tour times are whole-boat charter only. All boat rides depart promptly at 
the top of the hour. For more information, please contact Megan Seccombe at (510) 238-2196, or 
visit www.sailoakland.com.   
 
Fairy Winterland – Through Monday, December 23, Noon - 7:00 p.m., Children’s Fairyland, 
699 Bellevue Avenue. Celebrate the winter holidays of many cultures including Christmas, 
Chanukah, Kwanzaa, Las Posadas, Diwali and Chinese New Year. Enjoy stories, crafts, a 
festival of lights and a visit from Santa. For more information, please visit www.fairyland.org or 
call (510) 452-2259.  
 
Free Holiday Parking – Saturdays through December 28. The City of Oakland will offer free 
parking at meters throughout Oakland and in four participating City-owned lots for the time 
period posted on the meter or kiosk (30 minutes, 1 hour, 2 hours or 5 hours). The City will also 
provide up to two hours of free parking at four City-owned garages. The free parking “holidays” 
apply to both standard meters and the multi-space parking kiosks located in many commercial 
districts. To keep the flow of shoppers moving – standard parking rules and time limits will be 
enforced. If shoppers need more time than a particular meter allows, they will need to move their 
cars to another available parking space. For a roster of participating City-owned lots and garages, 
please visit www.oaklandnet.com.  
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7th Annual Holiday Circle of Lights – Through Wednesday, January 1, 5:00 - 9:00 p.m.,  
Mountain View Cemetery, 5000 Piedmont Avenue. Enjoy a month-long holiday light exhibition 
featuring scenes from Santa’s workshop and other holiday-inspired themes. Hundreds of tiny 
bright lights outlining buildings and trees provide the perfect backdrop for this enchanting 
exhibition. For more information, please visit www.mountainviewcemetery.org.   
 
Holiday Fit Camp – Mondays through January 2, 6:45 - 7:45 p.m., Golden Gate Recreation 
Center, 1075 62nd Street. Ages 16 and above are invited to come out for a fitness class 
consisting of light cardio, toning muscles, circuit workouts, stretching and the infamous squat 
challenge. Registration is $30 for all 10 classes or $5 per class. Please note that there will be no  
 
classes on Wednesday, December 25 or January 1; the makeup dates for these classes will be 
Thursday, December 26 and Thursday, January 2. For more information, please contact Alaina 
Fugelsted, Recreation Director, at (510) 597-5032. 
 
Occupations: Art Takes Up Space – Fridays and Saturdays through January 4, 5:30 - 8:30 p.m., 
Old Oakland, Ninth Street between Broadway and Washington. This site-specific art exhibition, 
curated by Anuradha Vikram, illuminates 12 windows in Old Oakland. The exhibition includes 
new media works by Freddy Chandra, Allan de Souza, Desirée Holman, Ranu Mukherjee, 
Jerome Reyes and José Carlos Teixeira. For more information, please visit http://www.block-
gallery.com/public-space/occupations-art-takes-up-space.  
 
Holiday Ice Public Skating – Through Saturday, January 4, Various Hours, Oakland Ice Center, 
519 18th Street. Enjoy the holidays by gliding across the rink. Skate one session and get 50% off 
the second session on the same day. Warm clothing and gloves recommended. For more 
information, please visit www.oaklandice.org.  
 
ZooLights – Through Sunday, January 5, 5:30 - 9:00 p.m., Oakland Zoo, 9777 Golf Links Road. 
Hundreds of thousands of LED lights brighten Oakland’s night sky. Highlights include a candy 
cane lane themed rides area, a nighttime adventure on the Outback Express train, rocking around 
the Christmas trees in the Children’s Zoo and a light show that’s sure to blow out any bah-hum-
bugs. No ZooLights on December 24 or 25. For more information, please visit 
www.oaklandzoo.org or call (510) 632-9525, ext. 100.  
 
Winter Registration – Through Monday, January 13, various hours, Montclair Recreation 
Center, 6300 Moraga Avenue. Registration for a wide variety of classes – including karate for 
youth and adults, youth gymnastics, youth cooking, youth basketball, ballet & dance, pottery & 
ceramics for youth, soccer and youth track & field – runs through January 13. For more 
information, please contact Mark Zinns, Center Director, mzinns@oaklandnet.com or (510) 482-
7812.  
 
SFMOMA Acoustic Sound Art Installation in Ogawa Plaza Extended Through the Holidays – 
Through Monday, January 20, Various Hours, Frank H. Ogawa Plaza. “Occasional Music,” a 
sound installation by Oakland-based Zarouhie Abdalian, features brass bells programmed to ring 
simultaneously at a specified time each day from rooftops in and around Frank H. Ogawa Plaza.  
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For several minutes, each bell will play a randomized rhythmic structure that will sound different 
each time. The installation is part of SFMOMA On The Go program. The time of the once-a-day 
pealing of the bells will vary. Originally slated to end in mid-November, the installation has been 
extended. For more information about the project, including the bell-ringing schedule, please 
visit http://bit.ly/1eIayLv.  
 
2nd Annual Holiday Art Salon Exhibit – Through Friday, January 31, Various Hours,  
Joyce Gordon Gallery, 406 14th Street. Browse a wide selection of unique art and gifts from over 
20 local and national artists. For more information, please visit www.joycegordongallery.com.  
 
“What I Hear, I Keep: Stories from Oakland’s Griots” – Through Saturday, February 22, 2014, 
Wednesdays to Saturdays from 2:30 to 5:30 p.m., Peralta House Museum of History and 
Community, 2465 34th Avenue. A visual and audio art exhibit featuring the voices of African 
American Oaklanders who recorded the stories of their lives through the Griot Initiative of 
StoryCorps, a national nonprofit oral history project. Their voices emanate from a gigantic horse,  
designed and built by Walter Hood, an African American sculptor and landscape architect. For 
more information, please visit www.peraltahacienda.org or call (510) 532-9142.  
 
Ready, Set, Connect! Free Computer Help Available at Six Library Locations – Through May 
2014, Various Times, Main Library, Asian Branch, César E. Chávez Branch, Dimond Branch, 
Eastmont Branch and Rockridge Branch. Patrons will be able to get free computer help at 
scheduled times. Thanks to a partnership with Community Technology Network, the Oakland 
Public Library has trained young adults to provide free computer help at these six library 
locations. Ready, Set, Connect! is a professional development program designed to help Oakland 
youth between the ages of 16 and 24 discover the professional skills necessary for technology-
focused careers. For a schedule and other details, please visit http://bit.ly/GAczwU. For more 
information, please contact Lana Adlawan, Supervising Librarian, at 
ladlawan@oaklandlibrary.org or (510) 238-7613.  
 
28th Annual Christmas Revels: Spirits of Haddon Hall – Friday, December 20 to Sunday, 
December 22, various times, Scottish Rite Center, 1547 Lakeside Drive. The Lord and Lady of 
Haddon Hall, a stately medieval manor, can no longer afford the cost of upkeep and the staff 
necessary to run it. Can the ghosts of past generations convince the current owners to find a way 
to remain in the Hall, or will this be their final Yuletide at Haddon? For more information, please 
visit www.californiarevels.org or call (510) 452-9334.  
 
Winter Holiday Crafts – Friday, December 20, 4:00 p.m., Asian Branch Library, 388 9th Street, 
Suite 190. Alfred Luk will help you create your very own special winter holiday craft to take 
home. For kids 8 years old and up. For more information, please contact Dayni Kuo, Librarian II, 
at dkuo@oaklandlibrary.org or (510) 238-3400.   
 
Ceasefire Oakland/LifeLines to Healing Night Walk – Friday, December 20, 6:30 - 9:00 p.m., 
At Thy Word, 8915 International Boulevard. The City of Oakland and local faith-based 
organizations are continuing neighborhood Night Walks on Fridays as a way community 
members can get involved in Operation Ceasefire. These walks are organized by residents and  
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faith leaders in areas where Ceasefire is focused. Volunteers are trained in advance and are 
accompanied by other volunteers for the duration of the walk. The purpose of the Night Walk is 
to reach out to communities affected by violence. For more information, please call (510) 639-
1440 or email fridaycommunitynightwalks@gmail.com. 
 
Nutcracker International – Friday, December 20, 7:00 p.m. & Saturday, December 21, 2:00 
p.m., Odell Johnson Performing Arts Center, Laney College, 900 Fallon Street. This show is a 
new take on a well-known holiday tradition and will highlight the many communities found in 
Oakland, including the Aztec, African American, Haitian, Cambodian, Vietnamese and LGBTQ 
communities. The narrator will deliver an educational storyline that weaves the magical scenes 
together and, along with surprise video and special effects, provides an engaging and historical 
overview of Oakland. For more information, please visit www.laney.edu/wp/music/choir/.  
 
Christmas Night Market – Friday, December 20 - Sunday, December 22, 3:00 - 7:00 p.m., 
Fruitvale District, International Boulevard between 33rd and 38th avenues. Shop the Fruitvale 
for your holiday gift needs while enjoying live music, a visit with Santa Claus, popcorn, cotton 
candy and great bargains from merchants. For more information, please call (510) 535-6919. 
 
Teen Holiday Party – Saturday, December 21, 1:00 p.m., 81st Avenue Branch Library, 1021 
81st Avenue. Come celebrate the holiday season with crafts perfect for gift-giving. Light, 
holiday-themed refreshments will be provided. For more information, please contact Susan 
Maldonado, Librarian I, at smaldonado@oaklandlibrary.org or (510) 615-5812.  
  
Create Your Own Holiday Cards – Saturday, December 21, 1:00 p.m., 81st Avenue Branch 
Library, 1021 81st Avenue. Design and make your own holiday cards. Diseñar y hacer sus 
propias tarjetas para los días festivos. For more information, please contact Derrick DeMay, 
Branch Manager, at ddemay@oaklandlibrary.org or (510) 615-5812.  
 
Winter Crafts – Saturday, December 21, 2:00 p.m., Main Library, Children’s Room, 125 14th 
Street. Join artist Dana Dart-McLean in this family-friendly program. For more information, 
please contact Laurie Willhalm, Librarian I, at LWillhalm@OaklandLibrary.org or (510) 238-
3848. 
 
Holiday Open House – Saturday, December 21, 2:30 - 5:30 p.m., Peralta Hacienda Historical 
Park, 2465 34th Avenue. Drop by for free hot cocoa, spiced apple juice, hot tamales and other 
sweet treats. Special holiday decorations reflect the cultures from the neighborhood. For more 
information, please visit www.peraltahacienda.org.  
 
Traditional Christmas Posada – Saturday, December 21, 4:00 - 7:30 p.m., Fruitvale District, 
International Boulevard. Enjoy the traditional procession and caroling from two starting points: 
Hispanic Services, 3204 International Boulevard and Majestic Home Furniture, 4030 
International Boulevard. Both groups will stroll to International Produce at 3851 International 
Boulevard for the final celebration where kids will break piñatas and sip traditional tea. For more 
information, please call (510) 535-6919.  
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Go Tell It! – Saturday, December 21, 3:00 & 7:00 p.m. & Sunday, December 22, 3:00 p.m., 
Malonga Casquelourd Center for the Arts, 1428 Alice Street. Take a musical journey with 
Harriet Tubman & family along the Underground Railroad in this original musical drama written 
and directed by Taiwo Kujichagulia-Seitu. Told through Spirituals, the Blues, and lyrical and 
traditional West African Dance and drumming, the musical follows the people who had the 
courage and faith to trust Harriet Tubman as guide to safety. To purchase tickets, please visit 
www.gotellit.info. For more information, please contact Darrin Hodges, Center Director, at (510) 
238-7221. 
 
The Nutcracker – Saturday, December 21 - Sunday, December 22, 2:00 p.m. & Tuesday, 
December 24, 11:00 a.m., Paramount Theatre of the Arts, 2025 Broadway. The Oakland Ballet 
presents Graham Lustig’s “The Nutcracker.” Enjoy the Holiday magic for all ages with artists of 
the Oakland Ballet Company and members of the Oakland East Bay Symphony conducted by 
Michael Morgan. Sweet Dreams Parties immediately follow the two matinee performances. For 
more information, please visit www.paramounttheatre.com or call (510) 465-6400.  
 
Holly Jolly Winter Camp – Monday, December 23 to Friday, January 3, 8:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.,  
Willie Keyes Recreation Center, 3131 Union Street. At this camp for youth ages 5 to 13, 
participants will create winter art & crafts, play winter games and meet new friends. For more 
information, please contact Vinzuela Bolden, Recreation Center Director at 
vbolden@oaklandnet.com or (510) 597-5042. 
 
Open House – Sunday, December 29, 1:00 - 3:00 p.m., Cohen-Bray House, 1440 29th Avenue. 
Tour the lovely downstairs rooms of this historic home featuring original furnishings, wallpapers 
and carpets. Enjoy holiday décor including holly, mistletoe and redwood garlands and a tree lit 
by candles. Listen to family stories as you sip cider and sample cookies. Reservations 
encouraged. For more information, please visit www.cohenbrayhouse.info/events.html or call 
(510) 843-2906. 
 
14th Annual New Year’s Eve Balloon Drop – Tuesday, December 31, Various Times, Chabot 
Space & Science Center, 10000 Skyline Boulevard. Kids can ring in the New Year without 
staying up past their bedtime. Celebrate the strokes of midnight around the world at 11:00 a.m., 
1:00 p.m. and 4:00 p.m. Kids count down to 2014 as thousands of balloons rain down on them. 
Each child receives a special prize. For more information, please visit www.chabotspace.org.  
 
New Year’s Tea and Tour – Saturday, January 4, 1:00 p.m., 2:00 p.m. & 3:00 p.m., Cohen-Bray 
House, 1440 29th Avenue. Start with a tour of this historic home built in 1884 before Tea is 
served in the formal dining room on the family’s silver and china. Dress in warm period clothes 
to step back in time. For more information, please visit www.cohenbrayhouse.info/events.html or 
call (510) 843-2906. 
 
Free First Sunday – Sunday, January 5, 11:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m., Oakland Museum of California, 
1000 Oak Street. Explore all the galleries of the museum, including special exhibitions, free of 
charge. For more information, please visit www.museumca.org.   
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Healthy Living For Seniors – Tuesdays from January 7 to June 3, 10:30 a.m. to Noon, North 
Oakland Senior Center, 5714 Martin Luther King Jr. Way. The UC Cooperative Extension will 
provide information about nutrition, exercise and health at these events held the first Tuesday of 
each month. There will be healthy cooking demonstrations, low cost recipes and gifts including 
measuring spoons and reusable grocery bags. For more information, please contact Mary Norton, 
Center Director, at mnorton@oaklandnet.com or (510) 597-5085. 
 
 

Respectfully submitted, 
        
     /s/ 
 DEANNA J. SANTANA 
 City Administrator 
 


