
   
   

 
 
 
                   

                                                                     MEMORANDUM 
                     

 
 
 TO:  HONORABLE MAYOR & FROM:   Deanna J. Santana     
                      CITY COUNCIL   
  
SUBJECT:  City Administrator’s Weekly Report              DATE:   January 25, 2013  
          ________________ 
  

INFORMATION 
 
Following are the key activities to be highlighted this week: 
 
Public Safety Resource Enhancements Passed by City Council – At its meeting on Tuesday, 
January 23, the Oakland City Council passed numerous agenda items approving additional 
public safety resources. With these additional resources, the Oakland Police Department (OPD) 
is now on strong ground to make significant progress in terms of service and safety in 2013. An 
additional Police Academy is now approved for September of this year and will be the third 
academy to be held since September 2012. New Police Officer trainees will be joined by 20 
recently approved additional Police Service Technicians and one additional Latent Print 
(fingerprint) Examiner. These additional staff positions will provide OPD with the ability to 
manage service demand in ways that are more effective, and allow officer deployment that 
proactively prevents and reduces crime, rather than just responding to crimes after they are 
committed. City Council also approved a consultant contract to include the assistance of 
numerous experts within the field of law enforcement, including Mr. William Bratton, former 
Chief of Police for both the New York and Los Angeles Police Departments. Also as a measure 
of short-term help, deputies from the Alameda County Sherriff’s Department will soon be on 
patrol in Oakland with directed and specific focuses on violence prevention. Combined, these 
initiatives create new possibilities and direction toward a better and safer Oakland, and OPD 
looks forward to including the community in its progress and success. For more information, 
please contact Sergeant Chris Bolton, OPD Media Relations, cbolton@oaklandnet.com or at 
(510) 238-3131. 
 
New Location for Lake Merritt Dog Park to be Discussed at Parks and Recreation Advisory 
Commission Meeting – On January 28, the Office of Parks and Recreation will host a meeting to 
discuss a new location for the Lake Merritt Dog Park. The meeting, which begins at 4:30 p.m., 
will be held at the Lakeside Park Garden Center, 666 Bellevue Avenue. After the City Council 
vote on the old location for the dog park near the Lakeside Library appeared hopelessly 
deadlocked, Mayor Quan decided to look anew for a different site with all the stakeholders. After 
two days of investigation, an alternative location at the 19th Street end of Snow Park was 
identified. Since then, extensive outreach to neighboring residents and businesses has been 
conducted with almost universal approval of this new Snow Park site. For more information, 
please contact Mark Hall, Special Assistant to the Director, at mhall@oaklandnet.com or (510) 
238-2389.  
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OPD Seeks Community Members to Serve as Assessors on Oral Board Panels for Police 
Candidates – On Tuesday, February 19 through Thursday, February 21, the Oakland Police 
Department (OPD) has scheduled oral boards to interview potential candidates for Police Officer 
positions. OPD is looking for community members who are interested in becoming involved in 
the hiring of future Police Officers for the City of Oakland by serving on the oral board panels. 
This could be a one- to three-day commitment. Community members do not have to serve all 
three days, but the public’s support is appreciated and necessary for the success of this 
recruitment. Panel members are expected arrive at 8:00 a.m. with the first hour consisting of 
training and depart at 5:30 p.m. Each panel will consist of three members consisting of a sworn 
member of the Oakland Police Department, a City of Oakland employee and a community 
member. To qualify as a community member, one must live, work or be a business owner in  
Oakland. For more information, please contact Officer Wendy Rae at wrae@oaklandnet.com or 
(510) 238-3339. 
 
Public Works Announces New Sidewalk Repair Approach – Beginning in February, the Public 
Works Agency (PWA) is implementing a new approach to sidewalk repair which will use City 
funds to repair sidewalks damaged by City trees, while requiring private property owners to 
repair their own sidewalks. Broken sidewalks obstruct the path of travel for children, the elderly 
and people with disabilities. Under state and City laws, property owners are responsible for 
maintaining sidewalks in front of their property, except where City trees have damaged the 
sidewalk. The City plans to: 
 

 Have City inspectors inspect sidewalks and issue Notices to Repair to property owners 
with broken sidewalks. 

 Have City contractors repair damage caused by City trees. 
 Give property owners the option of fixing their own sidewalks or using the City’s 

contractor to make repairs and paying the City. 
 

Work is planned to begin along 35th Avenue in the spring. To view a fact sheet on sidewalks in 
Oakland, please visit http://www2.oaklandnet.com/w/OAK039418. For more information, please 
contact Fred Loeser, Right of Way Management Construction Supervisor, at 
floeser@oaklandnet.com or (510) 238-6348.  
 
OPR Director to be Honored at Service Awards Fundraising Gala – On Friday, February 1, the 
Oakland Branch of the National Association for the Advancement of Colored People (NAACP) 
will hold its Service Award Fundraising Gala at Scott’s Seafood Bar & Grill in Jack London 
Square. During the gala, two of Oakland’s public service heroes will be honored: Audree V. 
Jones-Taylor, Director of the City of Oakland’s Office of Parks and Recreation, and Vincent 
Tolliver, Music Educator with the Oakland Unified School District. The event runs from 6:00 to 
11:00 p.m. Formed in 1909, the NAACP has worked “to ensure the political, educational, social 
and economic equality of rights of all persons and to eliminate racial hatred and racial 
discrimination.” Net ticket proceeds from the gala will benefit the NAACP ACT-SO program. 
To purchase tickets, please visit http://naacpgalaoakland.eventbrite.com/#. For more information, 
please contact Mark Hall, Special Assistant to the Director, at mhall@oaklandnet.com or (510) 
238-2389.  
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City Council Approves Conversion to LED Streetlights – On Tuesday, January 22, the City 
Council approved a contract to convert 30,000 streetlights in Oakland from incandescent to light 
emitting diode (LED). LED lights provide more even lighting for crime prevention and will use 
half as much energy as conventional street lights. The new lights will be paid for by a loan from 
the vendor to be repaid over 12 years from energy savings, resulting in no additional cost to the 
city. Replacement of lights will begin in the spring and will be completed by the end of the year. 
For more information, please contact David Ferguson, Assistant Director, at 
dferguson@oaklandnet.com or (510) 615-5856. 
 
Oakland Public Ethics Commission Appoints New Commissioner – On Tuesday, January 22, 
the Oakland City Council confirmed the mayoral appointment of Mr. Eddie Tejeda as a new 
Commissioner to the seven-member Oakland Public Ethics Commission (PEC). Mr. Tejeda was 
appointed by Mayor Jean Quan. He is a self-described civic technologist who has devoted his 
career to building technologies to help civic institutions become more transparent, ethical and 
efficient. Mr. Tejeda recently co-founded OpenOakland, a group of developers, designers and 
organizers working to bring innovative solutions to Oakland governance. He is a former Code 
for America fellow for the City of New Orleans and a graduate of Hampshire College. 
Commissioner Tejeda’s appointment by the Mayor follows the appointment of new 
Commissioner Jenna Whitman, who was selected by the Public Ethics Commission in early 
January. Pursuant to City ordinance, the Commission selects four of its members and the Mayor 
selects the other three on a rotating schedule. Like Commissioner Whitman, Commissioner 
Tejeda’s term begins January 22, 2013, and runs until January 21, 2016. The PEC oversees 
compliance with Oakland’s Campaign Reform Act, Conflict of Interest Code, Code of Ethics, 
Sunshine Ordinance, Limited Public Financing Act, Lobbyist Registration Act and False 
Endorsement in Campaign Literature Act. The Commission administers compliance programs, 
educates citizens and City staff on ethics-related issues, and works with City staff to ensure 
policies are in place and are being followed. Commissioners are volunteers as they participate in 
regular monthly public meetings and may also perform additional subcommittee work 
throughout the year. For more information, please contact Whitney Barazoto, PEC Executive 
Director, at (510) 238-3593.  
 
Coffee and Conversation at DOSC – On Wednesday, February 20, the Downtown Oakland 
Senior Center (DOSC) will hold a Coffee & Conversation Presentation at 9:30 a.m. Tobin Evans, 
a pest inspector with more than 15 years of experience, will present on “Bedbugs: a problem we 
can’t ignore” and answer questions from the audience. The DOSC is located at 200 Grand 
Avenue. R.S.V.P. at (510) 238-3284. For more information, please contact Jennifer King, Senior 
Center Director, at jking@oaklandnet.com or (510) 238-3284.  
 
Tips on Avoiding the Flu – This month, the City’s Emergency Management Services Division in 
the Oakland Fire Department reminds Oakland residents that the cold and flu season is here. 
While both a cold and the flu cause sneezing, coughing and runny noses, flu symptoms are often 
more severe and can include fever, fatigue and body aches. To help you avoid the flu, here are 
some proactive prevention tips: 
 

 Wash your hands often. 
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 Use hand sanitizer. 
 Avoid touching your eyes, nose and mouth. 
 Cover your nose and mouth with a tissue when you sneeze or cough.  
 Get plenty of sleep. 
 Eat more fruits and vegetables.  
 Get the flu vaccine. The current seasonal flu vaccination is generally safe and is the most 

effective prevention against influenza and flu-related respiratory illness. Plus, the vaccine 
helps maintain a stronger immune system if a new strain of flu emerges. Contact your 
primary treating physician to schedule an appointment for a shot. Many health plans 
provide the immunization free-of-charge.  
 

For additional information on preventing and identifying the flu, please visit the Centers for 
Disease Control and Prevention’s flu website at http://www.cdc.gov/flu/. For more information, 
please contact Eileen Ogata, Office Manager, at eogata@oaklandnet.com or (510) 238-3938.  
 
Upcoming City of Oakland Seasonal Job Announcements – During the week of January 28, the 
Department of Human Resources Management (DHRM) anticipates posting job announcements 
for a variety of summer hiring for the Office of Park and Recreation including the following part-
time positions: Recreation Leader I, Recreation Leader II, Recreation Specialist I, Recreation 
Specialist II, Sports Official, Water Safety Instructor, Pool Manager and Lifeguard. For updated 
information on City jobs, please visit the DHRM website at 
http://agency.governmentjobs.com/oaklandca/default.cfm. This Employment Information page 
also contains information on minimum qualifications of specific job classifications, how to apply 
for a job on-line and how to submit a job interest card for positions not currently posted. For 
more information, please contact the Department of Human Resources Management Receptionist 
at (510) 238-3112. 
 
 
Information Memorandums: 
 
The following Information Memorandum was released in the last week. 
 
Zero Waste Procurement Process Integrity – This memorandum provides detail on the Protocol 
for Process Integrity for the Request for Proposals (RFP) for Zero Waste Services issued by the 
Public Works Agency. www2.oaklandnet.com/w/OAK039417 
 
 
Upcoming Meetings and Events:  
 
Ira Jinkins Basketball Clinic – Every Saturday year-round, 10:30 a.m. - Noon, Ira Jinkins 
Recreation Center, 9175 Edes Avenue. The basketball clinic is designed for youth, ages 7-12, to 
experience the basics of basketball techniques while enjoying fitness. For more information 
including registration fees, please contact Donte Watson, Center Director, at (510) 615-5959.  
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Encuentros: Youth Speaks Poetry Workshops – Tuesdays through February 12, 4:00 - 6:00 
p.m., Cesar Chavez Branch Library, 3301 E. 12th Street. The winter cycle of Youth Speaks’ free 
afterschool writing workshops for teens, ages 13 - 19, is underway. Encuentros is a space for 
Latina/o, migrant and undocumented youth to share and write about their everyday stories. For 
more information, please call (510) 535-5620.  
 
Little Tots Program – Every Tuesday and Thursday through March 21, 9:00 - 10:30 a.m., 
Redwood Heights Recreation Center, 3883 Aliso Avenue. The 10-week-long Little Tots program 
is designed for children, ages 3-4 (must be potty trained). For more information, please call (510) 
482-7827 or visit www2.oaklandnet.com/Government/o/opr/s/facility/OAK029394.   
 
Big Tots Program – Every Tuesday and Thursday through March 21, 11:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m., 
Redwood Heights Recreation Center, 3883 Aliso Avenue. The 10-week-long Big Tots program 
is designed for children, ages 4 ½ to 5. For more information, please call (510) 482-7827 or visit 
www2.oaklandnet.com/Government/o/opr/s/facility/OAK029394.   
 
Second Fridays at Mosswood Rec Center – Every second Friday, 7:00 - 10:00 p.m., Mosswood 
Recreation Center, 3612 Webster Street. Enjoy this monthly performing arts social. Engage and 
share in music, dance and poetry geared to those ages 16 and up. For more information, please 
call (510) 597-5038. 
 
Sewing with a Purpose – First and third Fridays, 6:00 - 7:30 p.m., Mosswood Recreation Center, 
3612 Webster Street. Come revamp your favorite clothes, from jeans to shirts, in this fun and 
exciting semimonthly class and learn basic sewing skills. For more information including class 
fees, please call (510) 597-5038.  
 
New School Crafting – Every third Friday, 6:30 - 8:00 p.m., Mosswood Recreation Center, 3612 
Webster Street. Patrons, ages 21 and up, can stop by and create arts & crafts in a fun and relaxing 
setting while enjoying appetizers and drinks. For more information including class fees, please 
call (510) 597-5038. 
 
Junior Warriors Basketball League – Saturdays through February 16, Various recreation 
centers, middle schools and elementary schools throughout Oakland. Youth in three age 
divisions participate in this league for boys and girls: Peewee (kindergarten to second grade 
#20706), third to fifth grades (#30706) and sixth to eighth grades (#40706). For more 
information including registration fees, please visit www.oaklandnet.com/parks or call Armond 
Gray, Youth Sports Coordinator, at (510) 238-6279 or (510) 238-3495.  
 
Third Annual Oakland Restaurant Week – Through Sunday, January 27, Participating 
restaurants throughout Oakland. More than 40 Oakland restaurants will celebrate Restaurant 
Week, a 10-day event that provides visitors and locals with an opportunity to taste some of 
Oakland’s finest cuisine, with special meals and deals from the city’s top restaurants. Prix fixe 
menus at $20, $30 and $40 will be offered for lunch and dinner, and many restaurants will also 
include drink specials to supplement the meal. Tickets and special passes are not required, but  
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reservations are strongly recommended. For more information, please visit 
www.visitoakland.org/restaurantweek.   
 
Playing with Fire Exhibit – Through Thursday, January 31, Various Hours, second floor, 
Terminal 2, Oakland International Airport, 1 Airport Drive. This exhibition, curated by the 
Oakland Museum of California, features a compilation of glass objects created by youth and 
adult students at the Office of Parks and Recreation’s Studio One along with the work of a few 
other glass art makers. This wonderful art display spotlights the beauty of glass art and flame 
work created in Oakland. For more information, please contact Karis Griffin, Recreation 
Supervisor, at (510) 597-5096.  
 
Mentoring Appreciation Event – Friday, January 25, 5:00 - 8:00 p.m., Oakland City Hall, 1 
Frank H. Ogawa Plaza. Join Dr Elnora Webb, President of Laney College, and Mayor Jean Quan 
at a community celebration to honor the unsung heroes who mentor Oakland’s youth. If you are 
a mentor/mentee, please bring your counterpart. January is National Mentoring Month, and the 
Mayor plans to declare January 25 as Mentoring Day in Oakland. R.S.V.P. to 
rsvp2MJQ@gmail.com.   
 
Off the Grid: Lake Merritt at OMCA – Friday, January 25, 5:00 - 9:00 p.m., Oakland Museum 
of California, 1000 Oak Street. The Bay Area’s most talked-about food truck party comes to 
Oakland. Enjoy a family-friendly take on a festive night market on 10th Street with curbside 
cuisine. For more information, please visit www.museumca.org or call (510) 318-8400.  
 
Oakland East Bay Symphony Concert: A Woman’s Life – Friday, January 25, 8:00 p.m., 
Paramount Theatre of the Arts, 2025 Broadway. Concert with Michael Morgan, Conductor, 
based on the poetry of Maya Angelou with Angela Brown, soprano. For more information, 
please visit www.paramounttheatre.com.   
 
White Elephant Preview Sale – Sunday, January 27, 10:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m., White Elephant Sale 
Warehouse, 333 Lancaster Street. Join bargain hunters, treasure seekers and vintage collectors 
for the first chance to check out all the fantastic finds at the biggest and best rummage sale in the 
West, which is a fundraiser for the Oakland Museum of California. For more information, please 
visit www.whiteelephantsale.org.   
 
Winter Concert – Sunday, January 27, 3:00 p.m., Holy Names University, 3500 Mountain 
Boulevard. The Oakland Youth Orchestra marks its 49th season with this concert featuring a 
Russian romance theme. For more information, please visit www.oyo.org.  
 
Celebrate Park Stewardship: Oakland Parks Coalition (OPC) Annual Meeting – Wednesday, 
January 30, 5:30 - 7:00 p.m., Ebell Room, Lakeside Park Garden Center, 666 Bellevue Avenue. 
Refreshments at 5:30 p.m.; Program starts at 5:50 p.m. OPC will once again bring together park 
volunteers, enthusiasts and caretakers – including directors and supervisors from Oakland Public 
Works – to celebrate Oakland’s parks and the people who take care of them. The program will 
feature four dedicated OPC Park Stewards and keynote address by Henry Gardner, former  
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Oakland City Manager. For more information and to R.S.V.P., please email 
oaklandparkscoalition@gmail.com.  
 
School's Out, Rec's In Day Camp – Friday, February 1, 7:30 a.m. - 6:00 p.m., Redwood Heights 
Recreation Center, 3883 Aliso Avenue. While OUSD schools are closed for a District Staff 
Development Day, this day camp will feature an excursion to the Oakland Ice Center for skating. 
For more information, please call (510) 482-7827 or visit 
www2.oaklandnet.com/Government/o/opr/index.htm.  
 
School's Out, Rec's In Day Camp – Friday, February 1, 8:00 a.m. - 6:00 p.m., Franklin 
Recreation Center, 1010 East 15th Street. While OUSD schools are closed for a District Staff 
Development Day, enjoy the fun-filled School's Out, Rec's In Day Camp. For more information, 
please call (510) 637-0404 or visit www2.oaklandnet.com/Government/o/opr/index.htm.  
 
23rd Annual African American Celebration through Poetry – Saturday, February 2, 1:00 - 4:00 
p.m., West Oakland Branch Library, 1801 Adeline Street. This year’s event marks the 150th 
Anniversary of the Emancipation Proclamation and the 50th Anniversary of the March on 
Washington. Poets of all ages, especially those sharing their work for the first time, are 
encouraged to participate. Light refreshments served. For more information, please visit 
www.oaklandlibrary.org/events/west-oakland-branch/23rd-annual-african-american-celebration-
through-poetry or call (510) 238-7352.  
 
Read-in! – Saturday, February 2, 1:00 - 5:00 p.m., Marcus Books, 3900 Martin Luther King, Jr. 
Way. To promote literacy and encourage a love of literature, children and adults are invited to sit 
and read any book they choose to bring or purchase. Adults can read to children, children can 
read silently or aloud to others. The event will feature a DJ, healthy snacks and a free raffle for a 
Marcus Books gift certificate. The event is co-sponsored by Ile Omode School and is open to the 
public. For more information, please visit www.MarcusBooks.com or call (510) 652-2344.  
 
Oakland Lunar New Year Bazaar – Saturday, February 2 & Sunday, February 3, 10:00 a.m. - 
5:00 p.m., Oakland Chinatown, 9th and Franklin streets & Pacific Renaissance Plaza. The 
Oakland Chinatown Chamber of Commerce celebrates the Year of the Snake with live 
entertainment, lion and dragon dancing, martial arts demonstrations and vendors selling 
traditional Chinese New Year decorations. For more information, please visit 
www.oaklandchinatownchamber.org or call (510) 893-8979.  
 
Funky Soul Stop ENStallation – Saturday, February 2 to Wednesday, February 27, Various 
Hours, Lakeview Branch Library, 550 El Embarcadero. Get ready to get down with a funky 
visual treat as Ed N. Sted brings his Mixed-Media-Funk Collection to the Lakeview Branch. This 
art exhibition celebrates Ed N. Sted's Funky Soul Stop, a local business celebrating 20 years of 
music, art, vintage and cool. For more information, please call (510) 238-7344.  
 
Black History Month Walking Tour – Saturday, February 2, 10:00 a.m., Tour meets at the 
African American Museum & Library at Oakland, 659 14th Street. This 90-minute guided 
walking tour highlights the African-American leaders who helped shape present-day Oakland  
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including Lionel Wilson, Robert Maynard, Delilah Beasley and others. For more information, 
please visit www.oaklandnet.com/walkingtours or call (510) 238-3234. 
 
Black History Month Walking Tour – Wednesday, February 6, 10:00 a.m., Tour meets at the 
African American Museum & Library at Oakland, 659 14th Street. This 90-minute guided 
walking tour highlights the African-American leaders who helped shape present-day Oakland 
including Lionel Wilson, Robert Maynard, Delilah Beasley and others. For more information, 
please visit www.oaklandnet.com/walkingtours or call (510) 238-3234. 
 
Celebrate African American Heritage Month with Bodac Cultural – Thursday, February 7, 
10:30 a.m., Eastmont Branch Library, 7200 Bancroft Avenue, Suite 211. Celebrate the music and 
dance of Africa with Bodac Cultural, an international African Traditional drumming, singing, 
dancing and performing arts group that originated in West Africa. For more information, please 
call (510) 615-5726.  
 
Celebrate African American Heritage Month with Bodac Cultural – Thursday, February 7, 
1:00 p.m., Brookfield Branch Library, 9255 Edes Avenue. Celebrate the music and dance of 
Africa with Bodac Cultural, an international African Traditional drumming, singing, dancing and 
performing arts group that originated in West Africa. For more information, please call (510) 
615-5725.  
 
Mindful Drumming: Community Wellness & Healing – Saturday, February 9, 2:30 - 5:00 p.m., 
Attitudinal Healing Connection, Inc., 3278 West Street. Mindful Drumming is a transformative 
learning process that offers individuals opportunities to heal ancient wounding, to forgive 
through the nonverbal process of rhythm and sound and to experience the natural richness that 
diversity brings. Participants will utilize rhythm and sound as a way of raising awareness, 
practicing the art of listening and raising consciousness for a rich experience of joy and peace. 
There will be drums available. For more information, please visit www.ahc-oakland.org or call 
(510) 652-5530.  
 
Ishmael Reed: Reading and Book Signing – Saturday, February 9, 6:30 - 8:00 p.m., Marcus 
Books, 3900 Martin Luther King, Jr. Way. Legendary Oakland author Ishmael Reed, one of the 
most outspoken voices in African American literature, will discuss his latest book, “Going Too 
Far: Essays About America's Nervous Breakdown.” For more information, please visit 
www.MarcusBooks.com or call (510) 652-2344. 
 
Celebrate African American Heritage Month with Bodac Cultural – Wednesday, February 13, 
10:15 a.m., Elmhurst Branch Library, 1427 88th Avenue. Celebrate the music and dance of 
Africa with Bodac Cultural, an international African Traditional drumming, singing, dancing and 
performing arts group that originated in West Africa. For more information, please call (510) 
615-5727.  
 
Celebrate African American Heritage Month with Bodac Cultural – Thursday, February 14, 
3:30 p.m., Golden Gate Branch Library, 5606 San Pablo Avenue. Celebrate the music and dance 
of Africa with Bodac Cultural, an international African Traditional drumming, singing, dancing  
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and performing arts group that originated in West Africa. For more information, please call (510) 
597-5023.  
 
25th Annual African American Cultural Celebration – Thursday, February 14, 7:00 - 8:30 
p.m., First Congregational Church, 2501 Harrison Street. Join St. Paul’s Episcopal School for an 
evening honoring the influence of African American music on world music. The event includes 
performances by student bands and guest artists of gospel, soul and jazz music. For more 
information, please visit www.spes.org or call (510) 285-9630.  
 
Anthony Browder: Lecture and Book Signing – Friday, February 15, 6:30 - 8:00 p.m.,  
Marcus Books, 3900 Martin Luther King, Jr. Way. Scholar, author and cultural historian 
Anthony T. Browder’s three decades of study have led him to the conclusion that ancient 
Africans were the architects of civilization and developed the rudiments of what has become the 
scientific, religious and philosophical backbone of mankind. He will discuss his bestselling book, 
“Nile Valley Contributions to Civilization.” For more information, please visit 
www.MarcusBooks.com or call (510) 652-2344. 
 
Year of the Snake/Lunar New Year Festival 2013 – Saturday, February 16, 11:00 a.m. - 4:30 
p.m., Asian Cultural Center, 388 Ninth Street, Suite 290. Event will include cultural 
performances, arts & crafts expo and artists workshops for the whole family. Free and open to 
the public. For more information, please visit www.oacc.cc.  
 
Celebrate African American Heritage Month with Bodac Cultural – Saturday, February 16, 
1:00 p.m., Cesar E. Chavez Branch Library, 3301 E. 12th Street, Suite 271. Celebrate the music 
and dance of Africa with Bodac Cultural, an international African Traditional drumming, 
singing, dancing and performing arts group that originated in West Africa. For more information, 
please call (510) 535-5620. 
 
Elaine Brown Lecture and Discussion – Saturday, February 16, 6:30 - 8:00 p.m., Marcus 
Books, 3900 Martin Luther King, Jr. Way. Author, prison activist and former chair of the Black 
Panther Party, Elaine Brown has a lot to say about a lot of issues. This lecture will be about 
“Black Life in the Age of Obama.” The public is invited to join in the discussion following her 
lecture. She is the author of “A Taste of Power” and “Condemnation of Little B.” For more 
information please visit www.MarcusBooks.com or call (510) 652-2344.  
 
Black History Weekend – Saturday, February 16 & Sunday, February 17, 10:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m., 
Children's Fairyland, 699 Bellevue Avenue. Join award winning storyteller Kirk Waller as he 
uses his unique skills to combine old tales with special surprises. Story time is 1:30 & 2:30 p.m. 
with themed arts & crafts from Noon to 2:00 p.m. For more information, please visit 
www.fairyland.org or call (510) 452-2259.  
 
12th Annual Lunar New Year Celebration – Sunday, February 17, Noon - 4:30 p.m., Oakland 
Museum of California, 1000 Oak Street. Event honors California’s diversity and celebrates the 
many time-honored traditions of Asian communities. Drumming, musical and acrobatic  
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performances along with marital arts and yo-yo demonstrations are just part of the fun. For more 
information, please visit www.museumca.org or (510) 318-8400.  
 
Discussion and Book Signing by Dr. Fitz Hill – Tuesday, February 19, 2:00 p.m., West Oakland 
Senior Center, 1724 Adeline Street. Arkansas Baptist College President Dr. Fitz Hill has been a 
passionate scholar on the challenges faced by African Americans in college coaching. He has 
written the most comprehensive book on the subject – “Crackback! How College Football 
Blindsides the Hopes of Black Coaches.” For more information, please visit www.crackback.us 
or call (510) 508-3309.  
 
Drop-In Art – Tuesday, February 19 to Saturday, February 23, Various Hours, MOCHA, 538 
9th Street, Suite 210. Celebrate Black History Month with themed drop-in art projects all week 
long. Paint, build, sculpt, create - with our help, children, ages 18 months - 6 years, can take their 
first important steps toward a lifetime of creativity. For more information, please visit 
www.mocha.org or call (510) 465-8770.  
 
Celebrate African American Heritage Month with Bodac Cultural – Wednesday February 20, 
10:00 a.m., West Oakland Branch Library, 1801 Adeline Street. Celebrate the music and dance 
of Africa with Bodac Cultural, an international African Traditional drumming, singing, dancing 
and performing arts group that originated in West Africa. For more information, please call (510) 
238-7352.  
 
Black History Month Craft – Thursday, February 21, 3:30 p.m., 81st Avenue East Oakland 
Community Library, 1021 81st Avenue. Join us in making a craft to celebrate Black History 
month. For more information, please call (510) 615-5812.  
 
Black History Month Walking Tour – Saturday, February 23, 10:00 a.m., Tour meets at the 
African American Museum & Library at Oakland, 659 14th Street. This 90-minute guided 
walking tour highlights the African-American leaders who helped shape present-day Oakland 
including Lionel Wilson, Robert Maynard, Delilah Beasley and others. For more information, 
please visit www.oaklandnet.com/walkingtours or call (510) 238-3234. 
 
African American Quilters – Saturday, February 23, 1:00 - 4:00 p.m., West Oakland Branch 
Library, 1801 Adeline Street. Enjoy a demonstration and workshop on the art of quilting. For 
more information, please call (510) 238-7352.  
 
 

Respectfully submitted, 
        
     /s/ 
 DEANNA J. SANTANA 
 City Administrator 
 
 


