
   
   

 
 
 
                   

                                                                     MEMORANDUM 
                     

 
 
 TO:  HONORABLE MAYOR & FROM:   Deanna J. Santana     
                      CITY COUNCIL   
  
SUBJECT:  City Administrator’s Weekly Report               DATE:   May 11, 2012  
          ________________ 
 
 

INFORMATION 
 
Following are the key activities to be highlighted this week: 
 
16th Annual Oakland Police Department Police Officer Memorial – On May 9, a memorial 
ceremony was held to honor the sacrifice of each of the 51 Oakland Police Officers killed in the 
line of duty during service to the City of Oakland.  Officers saluted the friends and family 
members of fallen Oakland Police Officers upon their arrival, and paused to reflect and 
remember loved ones as a flower was placed for each name on the Department’s memorial wall.  
Joining the Oakland Police Officers’ Association, Chief Howard Jordan, and the men and 
women of the Oakland Police Department, were District Attorney Nancy O’Malley, City 
Administrator Deanna Santana, Mayor Jean Quan, Council President Larry Reid, 
Councilmember Pat Kernighan, Councilmember Libby Schaaf, and representatives from area-
wide City and County offices. This memorial ceremony was held in remembrance of National 
Peace Officers Memorial Day (May 15), which was declared in 1962 by President Kennedy to 
honor our nation’s peace officers who have died in the line of duty. For more information, please 
contact Sgt. Chris Bolton at (510) 238-3131 or cbolton@oaklandnet.com.   
 
Police Department Open House – On May 9, the Oakland Police Department held its first open 
house to the public since the Police Administration Building was dedicated in 1963.  To the 
music of Oakland School of the Arts’ Jazz band, community members met and spoke with Chief 
Howard Jordan, members of his command staff, and employees from the Police Department 
ranging from Police Evidence Technicians to their neighborhood Patrol Officers. Police Officers 
performed an exciting motorcycle drill team routine made complete with a low altitude 
appearance by the City’s police helicopter, ARGUS.  For more information, please contact 
Sergeant Chris Bolton at 510-238-3131 or cbolton@oaklandnet.com.  
 
Public Works Pothole Blitz Continues – Oakland Public Works Infrastructure & Maintenance 
Operations Department is well into the City’s eight-week Blitz on potholes. The first week of 
the blitz began April 30 in North Oakland’s District 1 with more than 750 potholes repaired. 
During week 2, crews concentrated their efforts in District 2 and repaired 780 potholes. 
Heading into week 3 in District 3 (West Oakland), street maintenance crews will continue their 
work. By the end of the Blitz, the goal is to eliminate more than 3,500 potholes. For more 
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information, please contact Kristine Shaff, Public Works Public Information Officer at (510) 
238- 2966 or kshaff@oaklandnet.com.  
 
12th Annual Art & Soul Oakland - 2012 Dates Announced with Expanded Hours! – The City 
of Oakland’s flagship festival that launched downtown Oakland’s transformation as the Bay 
Area’s hottest dining and arts scene, Art & Soul Oakland, will be held August 4, from 2:00 p.m. 
to midnight through August 5, noon to 6 p.m. This year’s Art and Soul Festival will sizzle this 
year with two art-and music-packed days featuring live jazz, rock, gospel, E.D.M., punk, honky-
tonk, metal, world, Latin, folk, R&B, and blues music performed by national recording artists 
and top local talent. This year’s event also features late-night hours on Saturday; more art than 
ever before with epic installations, film projections, and light-based art from local artists 
including de Young Museum artist fellows and artist-in-residence alumni, American Steel, and 
others. In addition, the event will feature hundreds of artisan booths, gourmet global cuisine and 
mobile food trucks. For kids, carnival rides, music, art activities and costumed characters will be 
featured. The 12th annual Art & Soul Oakland offers direct access via public transit in addition to 
free parking for cars and bikes. This event will be brought to you by the City of Oakland and the 
East Bay Express. Tickets will be available online starting in July. For more information, please 
visit ArtandSoulOakland.com or call (510) 444-CITY.   
 
59th Annual Awards Ceremony Honors Lisa Lemus as the 2012 Mother of the Year – On May 
12, the Office of Parks and Recreation (OPR) will honor Lisa Lemus as the 2012 Mother of the 
Year, at its 59th Annual Mother of the Year Award Ceremony held between 10:30 a.m. to 12:30 
p.m. at the Morcom Rose Garden, located on 700 Jean Street.  Ms. Lemus was selected out of a 
group of highly qualified nominees consisting of exemplary citizens, all of whom have made 
significant contributions to the City of Oakland. As a lifelong educator, volunteer, 
counselor/mentor and steward of parks, Ms. Lemus takes inspiration from Cesar Chavez in 
understanding that to give back to your community is to give to yourself.  Lisa graduated from 
Stanford University in 1975, earned a Master’s degree from Mills College and a teaching 
credential from CSU Hayward.  Lisa worked in the area of youth counseling for over ten years 
and taught at Manzanita School until 2003.  Now happily “retired” into public service, Ms. 
Lemus has become increasingly active volunteering at Oakland parks, her church and the 
Oakland Museum where she has been a docent guide for two years.  For more information, please 
contact Dana Riley, Assistant to the Director at (510) 238-6495 or driley@oaklandnet.com. The 
full press release can be found at: http://www2.oaklandnet.com/w/OAK034831. 
 
The Gardens at Lake Merritt Chosen as One of the East Bay’s Most Romantic Places –  The 
Gardens at Lake Merritt were chosen as one of the East Bay’s Most Romantic Places, by CBS 
San Francisco & Diablo Magazine. The magazine listed the Gardens as a perfect spot for a date. 
The Gardens are the first nature preserve in the nation and have been so for 30 years. The article 
called the gardens it a “Sweet Spot for your Sweetheart.” For more information, please contact 
Kristine Shaff at (510) 238-2966 or kshaff@oaklandnet.com. http://cbsloc.al/KnKd2G   
 
Bites Off Broadway Kicks Off – Beginning today, through October 12, the Studio One Art 
Center will host Bites Off Broadway, including food, live music, games and family 
entertainment every Friday evening from 4:30 to 8:00 p.m. Studio One Art Center is located at 

mailto:kshaff@oaklandnet.com
http://artandsouloakland.com/
mailto:driley@oaklandnet.com
http://www2.oaklandnet.com/w/OAK034831
mailto:kshaff@oaklandnet.com
http://cbsloc.al/KnKd2G


To: Honorable Mayor and City Council 
Subject: City Administrator’s Weekly Report 
Date: May 11, 2012  Page 3    
 

   
   
 

 

365 45th Street. For more information, please contact Karis Griffin, Recreation Supervisor (510) 
597-4027 or kgriffin@oaklandnet.com.  
 
Thank You to the Volunteers of the Oakland's 18th Annual Earth Day Celebration – The 
Oakland Public Works Agency wishes to thank all the volunteers who helped make Earth Day 
2012 a great success! Oakland's 18th annual Earth Day took place at 96 locations on April 21. 
Sweltering heat didn't deter volunteer from showing their commitment to making Oakland 
cleaner and greener. Hardworking volunteers gathered to clean and beautify Oakland's parks, 
waterways and streets. Stay tuned for event results and photos. For questions about the event, 
please contact the Earth Day Coordinator at (510) 238-7611 or 
oaklandadoptaspot@oaklandnet.com. 
 
Cinco de Mayo Celebration in Brookdale Park – On May 5, in celebration of Cinco de Mayo, 
Brookdale Park participated in a ceremony to kick off the renovations of the basketball courts. 
Sprite, the National Recreation and Park Association (NRPA) and Friends of Oakland Parks and 
Recreation (FOPR) were in attendance. Councilmember Libby Schaaf and NBA star Stephen 
Curry joined the event for a public appeal to vote for DeFremery Park to receive a similar grant 
at http://bit.ly/SpriteSparkParks. Activities included face painting, Aztec Dancers, live music by 
the Boys & Girls club Gladiators of Rock, Arts and Crafts, a piñata, a jumper, food and 
giveaways from the Oakland Raiders and radio station 106 KMEL.  For more information, please 
contact Rich Bolecek, Recreation Supervisor, at (510) 535-5657. 
 

New Free Tennis Outreach Program Introduced at Arroyo Viejo and Athol Park Tennis 
Courts – Beginning May 12, a new free 6 week long tennis outreach program will be introduced 
at Arroyo Viejo and Athol Park Tennis Courts. The program works with youth, ages 4-10 and 
includes a free tennis racquet. Classes will be held from 11:00 a.m.-12:30 p.m. at Arroyo Viejo 
Tennis Courts, located on 7701 Krause Avenue, and from 1:00 p.m.-2:30 p.m. at Athol Tennis 
Courts, located on 1698 2nd Avenue.  For more information, please contact Marc Weinstein, 
Recreation Program Director at (510) 444-5663. 
 
May is “Older Americans Month” – On May 16, from Noon to 1:30 p.m., the Department of 
Human Services will host the Annual Older Americans Month Celebration on Frank H. Ogawa 
Plaza. Oakland will celebrate the leadership, creativity, and contributions of our diverse senior 
residents. Join Mayor Jean Quan as we honor our wonderful seniors.  This year’s celebration will 
include music, information, refreshments and fun. The City of Oakland is home to the most 
culturally diverse senior residents in Alameda County, the seniors in Oakland choose to live here 
to access the variety of social, political, cultural and spiritual opportunities.  The Oakland 
Department of Human Services has programs to help seniors live independently in our beautiful 
City. For more information, please call Tammy Siu, Aging and Adult Service Manager, at (510) 
238-6137 or tsiu@oaklandnet.com.  
 
7th Annual Walk to End Poverty: Take the Power of 10 Challenge – On May 19, take a stand to 
end poverty by committing to the “Power of 10 Challenge” and form a team of 10 for the 7th 
Annual Walk to End Poverty.  This FREE event is being hosted by the Alameda County, Oakland 
Community Action Partnership (OCAP) to raise awareness and educate all Alameda County 
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residents about the social factors that impact poverty. Registration begins at 9:00 a.m. at the Lake 
Merritt bandstand across from the Garden Center, at 666 Bellevue Avenue.  The walk starts at 10 
a.m. and the first 500 attendees who bring a non-perishable food item to donate to the Alameda 
County Community Food Bank will receive a free t-shirt.  Immediately following the walk, a 
community fair will be held to educate and inform the community about available programs, 
services, and opportunities for those who qualify. Enjoy live entertainment provided by local 
artists who are committed to social change.  Local elected officials will also be on hand to share 
their ideas and position on how we can collectively work together to address poverty– because 
together we can make a difference! www.OaklandCAP.org .  For more information, please call 
Estelle Clemons, OCAP Manager, at (510) 238-3597 or eclemons@oaklandnet.com.  
 
Messengers4Change and 100 Women Against Violence to Host 100% Strong Peace Event and 
Gun Buyback – On June 2, members of the community will be marching from East Oakland 
(100th Avenue/International Blvd.) and West Oakland (City Hall) to culminate at De La Fuente 
Plaza in the Fruitvale for a peace rally, resource fair and gun buyback.  Both walks begin 
promptly at 10:00 a.m. and the event will run from Noon to 4:00 p.m. The objective is to engage 
the community in violence prevention and to inform the community of the multitude of resources 
and services available to them. Messengers4Change are active Oakland residents who have taken 
a stand against violence in their neighborhoods. 100 Women Against Violence is a group of 
women who have joined together in an effort to use their collective talents to reduce violent 
crimes. Together, their aim is to strengthen Oakland families and communities by creating events 
that will educate and empower citizens to work with others toward a healthy, positive and safe 
city and environment. If you are interested in having a table at the resource fair, please contact 
Jennifer Argueta at (510) 238-2056 or jargueta@oaklandnet.com. For more information about 
Messengers4Change, please visit: www.messengers4change.org. 
 
Upcoming Meetings and Events:  
 
Bites Off Broadway – Beginning May 11, Studio One Art Center, 365 45th Street. Bites Off 
Broadway will include food, live music, games and family entertainment every Friday evening, 
through October 12.  For more information, please contact Karis Griffin, Recreation Supervisor 
(510) 597-4027. 
 
Rain Barrel Installation Workshop – May 12, 1:00 p.m. – 5:00 p.m. The City is holding a free 
rain barrel installation workshop for Oakland residents interested in learning about rain water 
harvesting, low-impact design landscaping & how to make your home more watershed friendly. 
The workshop will include a brief presentation on design elements & considerations for 
rainwater harvesting, followed by a collective, hands-on installation of a rain tank at an Oakland 
resident's home. There will also be an opportunity to order discounted rain barrels & tanks. 
Please pre-register at http://rainwaterworkshop512.eventbrite.com. For more information, please 
call (510) 459-0584 or email ingrid@dig.coop. 
 
Tennis Outreach Program – Begins May 12, 11:00 a.m. – 12:30 p.m. at Arroyo Viejo Tennis 
Courts, 7701 Krause Avenue, and from 1:00 p.m.-2:30 p.m. at Athol Tennis Courts, 1698 2nd 
Avenue.  This new 6 week long tennis outreach program works with youth, ages 4-10 and 
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includes a free tennis racquet. For more information contact Marc Weinstein, Recreation 
Program Director at (510) 444-5663. 
 
Hershey’s Track & Field Meet – May 12, 8:30 a.m. – 5:00 p.m., McClymonds High School, 
2607 Myrtle Street. Youth Sports is hosting Hershey’s Track & Field Meet. For registration 
information, please contact Willie White, Track and Field Coordinator at (510) 238-3897 or 
Armond Gray, Youth Sports Coordinator at (510) 238-6279.  
 
May is “Older Americans Month” – May 16, Noon to 1:30 p.m., Frank H. Ogawa Plaza. Join 
Mayor Jean Quan as we celebrate the leadership, creativity, and contributions of our diverse 
senior residents.  This year’s celebration will include music, information, refreshments and fun. 
The City of Oakland is home to the most culturally diverse senior residents in Alameda County, 
and Seniors choose to live in Oakland to access the variety of social, political, cultural and 
spiritual opportunities.  For more information, please contact Tammy Siu, Aging and Adult 
Services Manager, at (510) 238-6137 or tsiu@oaklandnet.com.  
 
7th Annual Walk to End Poverty – May 19, Registration at 9:00 a.m., Walk begins at 10:00 a.m., 
Lake Merritt Bandstand, 666 Bellevue Avenue. Commit to the “Power of 10 Challenge” and form 
a team of 10 for the 7th Annual Walk to End Poverty. This FREE event is being hosted by the 
Oakland Community Action Partnership (OCAP) to raise awareness and educate all residents 
about the social factors that impact poverty. After the walk, a community fair will be held to 
educate and inform the community about available programs, services, and opportunities for 
those who qualify and will include live entertainment. Local elected officials will also be on hand 
to share their ideas and position on how we can collectively work together to address poverty– 
because together we can make a difference! For more information, please call Estelle Clemons, 
OCAP Manager, at (510) 238-3597 or visit www.OaklandCAP.org.  
 
Fire Station 18 Open House – May 19, 11:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m., Station 18, 5008 Bancroft 
Avenue. This event which is a collaborative effort with community partners will focus on fire 
safety, education, mentorship and is a great opportunity to open the fire station to the citizens of 
Oakland. Firefighters will be on hand to perform Blood Pressure Screening, and provide 
information on fire safety and the Fire Department’s Youth Mentorship program. For more 
information, please contact Karen Cox at (510) 238-7255 or kcox@oaklandnet.com. 
 
National Safe Boating Week Open House – May 19, 11:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m., Lake Merritt 
Boating Center, 568 Bellevue Avenue. Join us at Lake Merritt to learn about Boating Safety and 
enjoy free boat rentals to celebrate National Safe Boating Week! All ages and skill levels 
welcomed. Sponsored by the California Department of Boating & Waterways. For more 
information, please visit www.sailoakland.com. 

13th Annual Spring Community Flea Market – June 2, 8:00 a.m. – 3:00 p.m., North Oakland 
Senior Center, 4714 Martin Luther King, Jr. Way. To reserve space, volunteer or donate to the 
Spring Community Flea Market, please contact the North Oakland Community Center at (510) 
597-5085. 
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The Great American Backyard Campout – June 23, 2:00 p.m. – June 24, 10:00 a.m., Joaquin 
Miller Park, 3594 Sanborn Drive. Turn off televisions, iPods, video games, computers and cell 
phones to connect with nature, family and friends at The Great American Backyard Campout. 
The Campout, a national overnight event sponsored by the National Wildlife Federation, 
encourages families, youth and individuals to campout overnight in their backyards or local 
parks and discover the fun of being in the great outdoors! For more information, please contact 
Stephanie Benavidez at (510) 238-6644 or sbenavidez@oaklandnet.com.  
 
Summer Sailstice Boating Open House – June 23, 5:00 p.m. – 7:00 p.m., Lake Merritt Boating 
Center, 568 Bellevue Ave. Enjoy free boat rentals on Lake Merritt in celebration of the Summer 
Solstice! All ages and abilities welcomed! Stay out late and boat until 8:00 p.m! For more 
information, please visit www.sailoakland.com or contact sherbelin@oaklandnet.com.  
 
Play Day On The Plaza – June 29, 11:00 a.m. – 2:00 pm, City Hall Plaza, 1 Frank Ogawa Plaza. 
Learn to Play the OPR Way! Free games, activities, jumpers & face painting. For more 
information contact (510) 597-5042. 
 
 
 

Respectfully submitted, 
  
            /s/  
 DEANNA J. SANTANA 
 City Administrator 
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