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City of Oakland Establishes Ground Rules for 
Peaceful and Safe Demonstrations  

 
Oakland, CA – Mayor Quan and the City Administration remain deeply committed 
to respecting free speech and facilitating peaceful demonstrations, as well as 
maintaining the City’s responsibility to protect health and safety. 
 
In a statement to Occupy Oakland demonstrators tonight, Mayor Quan asked 
demonstrators to comply with four specific requests: 
 
1) We need to have direct communications between City staff and Occupy 

Oakland representatives. 
2) We need you to maintain healthy and safe conditions wherever you gather. 
3) We need you to allow our safety employees to have access when there is an 

emergency. 
4) We are asking you not to camp overnight. 
 
In addition, the City Administrator outlined a list of minimum requirements 
necessary for the City to maintain adequate public health and safety conditions. 
They include: 
 

 Access to First Responders: First responders must be allowed free access 
to the demonstration site at any time to address emergencies and treat 
people requiring medical attention. This includes fire department officials 
who may make periodic inspections or respond to emergencies, police 
officers who need to patrol the Plaza to ensure safety, paramedics, or other 
public health and safety officials. 

 
 Maintain Acceptable Sanitation Standards: Public urination and 

defecation, litter, and improper food storage practices are prohibited. Public 
health officials must be allowed access to periodically inspect conditions 
and any violations must be addressed. 

 
 Respect Public Space: No graffiti, vandalism or other damage to Plaza 

infrastructure or the historic tree. The Plaza is a public space intended for 
the enjoyment of all. Other groups wishing to use the Plaza must be 
respected and afforded the courtesy of use of the Plaza. 

 
 

-more- 
 
 
 



 Absolutely No Fire Hazards: No cooking, candles or open flame, no 
propane tanks, electrical cords, hay, stacks of wood, storage of grease or 
other flammable materials, or smoking in tents. 

 
 Maintain Safety: No public intoxication, use of drugs, violence, assaults, 

threats and/or intimidation against other protesters, visitors to the Plaza, 
officials, or law enforcement. 

 
If the City finds that these minimum standards are not adhered to, staff will 
communicate to the designated points of contact for the Occupy Oakland 
demonstrators and immediate correction will be required. 
 
These minimum standards have been established so that the City may meet its 
obligation to protect public health and safety in Oakland.  
 
The City has also received feedback from local merchants about the negative 
impact that the demonstrations have had on Oakland’s businesses, which are 
already struggling to survive the economic downturn. We would like to open the 
dialogue between Occupy Oakland demonstrators and local merchants to mitigate 
their concerns and seek ways to promote jobs and economic justice. 
 
As we hear additional feedback from the community and our employees, we may 
need to apply additional requirements. 
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