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Community Partnerships and Professional Police Conduct Credited with 
Successful Oakland Response Following Announcement of Mehserle Verdict 

 
 

Oakland, Calif. (July 9, 2010) – At an 11:00 a.m. media conference today, Mayor Ron Dellums 
praised Oakland community members—young people, social justice advocates, faith leaders and 
the business community—for coming together as a community to express their pain in response 
to the Mehserle verdict with passion, dignity and peace. He also lauded the efforts of the 
Oakland Police Department for showing great restraint and respect for people’s civil rights. He 
credited community partnerships and the professionalism of the police department with 
facilitating peaceful expressions following the announcement of the verdict. 
 
Mayor Dellums said, “I am incredibly, extraordinarily, unwaveringly proud of the character 
displayed by this community. Oakland demonstrated that it is a community of people who have 
character and they showed that character last night—in respect for the family, honor for the 
young life of Oscar Grant, love of community, commitment to peace and passion for justice.” He 
asked, “How many cities facing similar situations began from the premise that each person has 
the unwavering right to express their first amendment rights to speak, to assemble, to protest…I 
want to thank the people who came out, who with pain, even anger and passion, expressed that 
with dignity and respect—the ministers who came out, the community leaders who stepped up, 
the young people who displayed courage. Oakland demonstrated its capacity to move with a 
strong sense of character.” 
 
Oakland Police Chief Anthony Batts expressed his appreciation for the efforts of the men and 
women of the Oakland Police Department and the 15 law enforcement agencies who provided 
assistance. “I applaud the officers and the community who stood with us, which made a dramatic 
difference in the streets in limiting damage to the city.” He expressed displeasure with the people 
who came from outside Oakland and engaged in vandalism and violence. “To come to the City 
of Oakland to do damage to businesses that are struggling themselves—small mom and pop 
businesses trying to make it—that needs to stop…that’s unacceptable, that’s not how you express 
your pain.”  
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Following the announcement of the jury’s verdict in the Mehserle trial yesterday, about 800 
people gathered in downtown Oakland to express their reactions to the verdict. Leaders from all 
sectors of the community came together to call for justice and peace. More than 100 community 
volunteers served as community peacemakers; performed music and spoken word; and talked 
with fellow residents, demonstrating profound love for Oakland and a powerful message of 
unity. Also, more than 100 youth and adults took part in healing dialogues at parks and 
recreation and community centers throughout Oakland.  
 
Unfortunately, as night fell, a group of anarchists chose to turn a peaceful demonstration into an 
opportunity for violence. The Oakland Police Department (OPD) arrested 78 individuals on 
misdemeanor or felony charges. Of those who were arrested, 75 percent were non-residents of 
Oakland.  
 

(more) 
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Extent of Damage to Businesses 
 
Approximately 25-30 businesses were affected with broken windows, graffiti and/or litter. Seven 
businesses suffered significant damage and/or commercial burglary.  
 
In general, it appears fewer businesses were impacted than in the January 2009 events. There 
was no damage in the City Center complex and minimal to no impact in most areas of downtown 
Oakland. Most of the businesses damaged are in the Upper Broadway corridor from 14th Street to 
West Grand Avenue.  
 
City staff begain canvassing the business community this morning and providing resource guides 
to those businesses that were impacted. The City has established Business Services Teams to 
help impacted businesses and centralize assistance through the Oakland Business Assistance 
Center (BAC). The BAC can be reached at (510) 238-7952.  
 
Acts of kindness are helping small businesses recover. One commercial landlord has offered to 
cover the cost of replacing windows and provide a month’s free rent to their small business 
tenant that did not have insurance coverage.  
 
City Cleanup Response 
 
The City’s Public Works Agency (PWA) boarded up approximately 15 businesses on Broadway 
or Harrison Street and two in West Oakland. PWA dispatched two two-person graffiti cleanup 
crews on Broadway between 14th Street and Grand Avenue. A pressure washer crew is removing 
graffiti in Frank H. Ogawa Plaza.  
 
To clean up debris, street sweeping was performed on downtown in an area bounded by Clay, 
Webster, 22nd, and 12th streets.  
 
Augmenting the City’s response are cleanup crews from the Lake Merritt and Downtown 
Oakland Central Business Districts.  
 
Opportunities for Expressions 
 
Recognizing the need for positive outlets for creative expression, the following Parks & 
Recreation Centers and youth-serving organizations were open today: 
• East Bay Asian Youth Center, 2025 East 12th Street, (510) 533-1092 
• Arroyo Viejo Recreation Center, 7701 Krause Avenue, (510) 615-5755 
• Mosswood Recreation Center, 3612 Webster Street, (510) 597-5038 
• Youth UpRising 8711 MacArthur Boulevard, (510) 777-1163 
• Attitudinal Healing Connection 3278 West Street, (510) 652-5530 
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Advanced Preparation Aids Response 
 
Preparations made by the City of Oakland in the months and weeks leading up to the verdict 
announcement were beneficial. OPD tactical planning contained the crowds without constricting 
the group to the point of confrontation. Partnerships with community, business and youth groups 
as well as the faith-based community united the community in a spirit of peaceful protest. 
 
Outreach to Oakland’s business community included:  

• Distribution of a Business Information Bulletin in English, Chinese, Spanish and 
Vietnamese 

• Outreach meetings with key business organizations and merchants  
• Thousands of business owners, merchants and residents signed up for the City’s newly 

launched emergency alert system. 
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