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 TO:  HONORABLE MAYOR & FROM:   Sabrina B. Landreth   

                      CITY COUNCIL   

   

SUBJECT:  City Administrator’s Weekly Report              DATE:   May 19, 2017 

                                                    _______ 

 

INFORMATION 

 

Following are the key activities to be highlighted this week:  

 

Proposed Two-Year Budget For 2017-19 – On Friday, April 28, Mayor Libby Schaaf and City 

Administrator Sabrina Landreth released their proposed 2017-19 City budget. Every two years, the 

City of Oakland works on a City budget that identifies the resources necessary for us to achieve 

our goals. The budget process is the way we establish priorities and service levels for City 

government. To read the budget, please visit https://beta.oaklandca.gov/issues/budget. To read the 

media release, please visit http://www2.oaklandnet.com/OAK063831. On Tuesday, May 2, Mayor 

Schaaf provided a brief overview of the FY 2017-19 Proposed Policy Budget to the City Council, 

with a more in-depth presentation to the City Council provided on Tuesday, May 16. The City also 

introduced a new visualization of the City budget at https://beta.oaklandca.gov/issues/budget. This 

Budget Explorer site offers interactive charts, graphs and tables to better illustrate how the City 

will use its resources. A robust schedule of community forums began on April 28. The remaining 

forums are: 

 

 Monday, May 22, 6:00 to 8:00 p.m. 

West Oakland Senior Center, 1724 Adeline Street 

 

 Thursday, May 25, 6:30 to 8:30 p.m. 

Lincoln Square Recreation Center, 250 10th Street 

 

If you need more information or assistance, such as language interpreters, to participate, please 

contact (510) 238-2130, TDD/TTY (510) 238-3254 or budgetsuggestions@oaklandnet.com. For 

those unable to attend one of the forums, there are several other ways to participate in the budget 

dialogue.  

 

 Twitter: #oakbudget www.twitter.com/Oakland   

 Facebook: www.facebook.com/Oakland    

 Medium: medium.com/@Oakland   

 Instagram: www.instagram.com/Oakland   

https://beta.oaklandca.gov/issues/budget
http://www2.oaklandnet.com/OAK063831
https://beta.oaklandca.gov/issues/budget
mailto:budgetsuggestions@oaklandnet.com
http://www.twitter.com/Oakland
http://www.facebook.com/Oakland
mailto:medium.com/@Oakland
http://www.instagram.com/Oakland
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 Website: http://beta.oaklandca.gov/issues/budget    

 Email: BudgetSuggestions@oaklandnet.com   

 Call: (510) 238-2130  

 

Beyond the Budget Presentation on May 16, the Oakland City Council will hold Budget Meetings 

on:  

 

 Tuesday, May 30, 5:30 p.m. 

 Monday, June 12, 5:30 p.m. 

 Monday, June 26, 5:30 p.m.  

 

These Budget Meetings will be held in the Council Chamber at Oakland City Hall, 1 Frank H. 

Ogawa Plaza.  

 

City Of Oakland Engages Community In Recruiting New Fire Chief – On Monday, May 1, the 

City of Oakland launched a nationwide search for a Fire Chief for the Oakland Fire Department 

(OFD). The City’s goal is to ensure that the best and brightest candidates emerge from the 

recruitment process. The City will engage the community and OFD staff to maximize stakeholder 

input. This insight will be used for the following: 

 

 Help inform the recruiter to find the most qualified pool of candidates 

 Provide the City with community-driven criteria to evaluate the final candidates 

 Give the new Fire Chief a roadmap of how the community expects the Fire Department to 

move forward under new leadership 

 

Community meetings began May 1 and ran through May 17. Community input will help make this 

recruitment a success. It is essential that prospective candidates understand the values, standards 

and needs of our community. For those unable to attend a meeting, there are three ways to provide 

your insight: 

 

 Take an online survey at https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/OFDchiefsurvey   

 Email your comments and expectations to OFDChiefRecruitment@oaklandnet.com  

 Not online? Leave a phone message detailing your comments and expectations at  

(510) 238-3600 

 

Visit the recruitment page at www.oaklandnet.com/firechiefrecruitment for an overview of the 

recruitment process, the complete calendar of community meetings and links to the survey in three 

additional languages. The position announcement was posted on Thursday, May 18, 2017 and will 

be closing on Monday, July 3, 2017.  To access the position announcement online, visit: 

http://www.averyassoc.net/wp-content/uploads/2017/05/Oakland-Fire-brochure.pdf.   

 

OFD Hiring Fire Prevention Bureau Inspectors – Through Friday, May 19, the Oakland Fire 

Department (OFD) is looking for candidates to fill multiple vacancies in the Fire Prevention 

Bureau. Inspectors are responsible for examining buildings and fire protection systems to ensure 

compliance with state and local laws and regulations. The ideal candidate is a highly motivated, 

http://beta.oaklandca.gov/issues/budget
mailto:BudgetSuggestions@oaklandnet.com
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/OFDchiefsurvey
mailto:OFDChiefRecruitment@oaklandnet.com
http://www.oaklandnet.com/firechiefrecruitment
http://www.averyassoc.net/wp-content/uploads/2017/05/Oakland-Fire-brochure.pdf
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organized and results-oriented person, who has experience in enforcement of fire codes related to 

routine inspections and new construction. This is a great opportunity to join a team that is 

compassionate, courageous and committed to serving the citizens of Oakland. Wages range from 

$33.49 to $41.13 per hour, plus an attractive benefit package. To view the job announcement, 

please visit http://bit.ly/2pCUl8r. For more information, please contact the OFD Recruitment Unit 

at ofdrecruit@oaklandnet.com or (510) 893-4OFD. 

 

City Hosts Two Workshops On New Food Vending Regulations – On Thursday, May 25 and 

Thursday, June 1, the City of Oakland’s Bureau of Planning will hold two free public workshops 

to discuss the new mobile food vending regulations recently adopted by the Oakland City Council. 

The new vending permit program will be open for applications from June 5 to July 7, 2017.  

Workshops will be held on:  

 

 Thursday, May 25, 4:30-6:30 p.m. 

Fruitvale Senior Center, 3301 E. 12th Street, Suite 201 

 

 Thursday, June 1, 5:30-6:30 p.m. 

North Oakland Senior Center, 5714 Martin Luther King Jr. Way 

 

To view a flyer on the workshops, please visit http://www2.oaklandnet.com/w/oak064000. For 

more details about the program, please visit www.oaklandnet.com/foodvending. For more 

information, please contact Devan Reiff, Planner III, at dreiff@oaklandnet.com or (510) 238-

3550.   

 

Free Concert Series In Latham Square Launched – On Thursday, May 18, a free community 

event showcasing local Oakland talent and vendors dubbed “3rd Thursday at Latham Square” 

featured a rousing performance by SambaFunk! with King Theo. The monthly events, which will 

run every third Thursday from 5:00 to 8:00 p.m., will continue until October 19. All events feature 

live music, local vendors and organizations, beer and wine, Off the Grid food trucks and art 

activities for all ages. Latham Square, located where Broadway and Telegraph intersect near 15th 

Street in the heart of Downtown Oakland, re-opened in 2016 following a $7 million renovation 

shepherded by the Oakland Public Works Department. For more information and updates on 

performances, sponsors, vendors and activities, please visit 

www.oaklandcentral.com/LathamSquare.  

 

Team Oakland Summer Jobs Available – Through Thursday, June 1, applications are being 

accepted for part-time Team Leaders for the Team Oakland summer youth employment program. 

Since 1993, Team Oakland has employed Oakland youth between the ages of 15 and 24 for 

practical job training experience through meaningful city cleanup and beautification projects. 

Team Oakland is administered by Oakland Public Works through an agreement with the Youth 

Employment Partnership, Inc. To view the job announcements, please visit http://bit.ly/2qTLuQa. 

For more information, please contact Mike Perlmutter, Environmental Services, at 

mperlmutter@oaklandnet.com or (510) 238-7294. 

 

 

http://bit.ly/2pCUl8r
mailto:ofdrecruit@oaklandnet.com
http://www2.oaklandnet.com/w/oak064000
http://www.oaklandnet.com/foodvending
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Oakland Public Library Launching New Bike Library Fleet – On Saturday, May 27, the Oakland 

Public Library is organizing a group bike ride, open to the public, to celebrate its new fleet of bike 

libraries. To join, meet at the Main Library, 125 14th Street, at 10:00 a.m. We’ll ride to the 

Lakeview Branch Library for a celebration of all things bike. Enjoy smoothies, music, crafts and 

more. All ages are welcome. For more information, please contact Mana Tominaga, Supervising 

Librarian, at mtominaga@oaklandlibrary.org or (510) 238-6611. 

 

Daring Voices: Poetry At Temescal Branch Library – On Saturday, June 3, at 2:30 p.m., Oakland 

poets Alli Warren and Jacob Kahn will share the afternoon in one of the Temescal Branch 

Library’s regular series of Saturday salons. Warren and Kahn are recognized as two of the leading 

young voices who have established Oakland as a major international center of avant-garde literary 

activity. The Temescal Branch Library is located at 5205 Telegraph Avenue. Come find out what 

the buzz is all about. For more information please contact Steve Lavoie, Branch Manager, at 

slavoie@oaklandlibrary.org or (510) 597-5049.  

 

Golden Gate Branch Library Screening Documentary Film – On Saturday, June 3, the Golden 

Gate Branch Library, located at 5606 San Pablo Avenue, is offering a free screening of the 

documentary film “MAJOR!.” The film will start at 2:00 p.m. “MAJOR!,” a film by Annalise 

Ophelian, follows the life and campaigns of Miss Major Griffin-Gracy, a 75-year-old Black 

transgender woman who has been fighting for the rights of trans women of color for over 40 years. 

For more information, please contact Erin Sanders, Branch Manager, at 

esanders@oaklandlibrary.org or (510) 597-5023.  

 

Marty Nemko Coming To Rockridge Branch Library – On Saturday, June 3, at 10:30 a.m., Marty 

Nemko, career coach on KALW and KGO radio and with the San Francisco Chronicle, will 

perform a one-man autobiographical show at the Rockridge Library, 5366 College Avenue. 

Nemko’s show embeds life lessons for us all and reveals his own truths through story, song, short-

short-stories, poems and piano playing. He’ll also incorporate a few “WorkOvers,” in which he’ll 

aim to solve the work or life problems of audience volunteers in just a few minutes. Light 

refreshments will be provided. For more information, please contact Paul Schiesser, Branch 

Manager, at pschiesser@oaklandlibrary.org or (510) 597-5017.  

 

Learn About Native Plants, Gardening At Piedmont Avenue Branch Library – On Saturday, 

June 3, at 11:00 a.m., meet master Gardener Birgitt Evans at the Piedmont Avenue Branch 

Library, 80 Echo Avenue. She will recommend plants that grow well in Alameda County and offer 

tips on how to conserve water, reduce pesticide usage and attract wildlife to your garden. Evans 

conceived and helped create Outstanding Plants for Alameda County, the University of 

California’s Master Gardener publication that features native plants. For more information, please 

contact Rebekah Eppley, Branch Manager, at reppley@oaklandlibrary.org or (510) 597-5011. 

                                          

Get Your Story Into The Commons Archive At Golden Gate Library – On Thursday, June 1, the 

Golden Gate Branch Library, at 5606 San Pablo Avenue, will kick-off a series of events during 

which the public is invited to contribute to the Commons Archive,  a neighborhood memory bank 

that stores local history in the words and images of local people. This “Get into the Archive” event 

will run from noon to 2:00 p.m. Neighbors can contribute as well as annotate archive materials, 

mailto:mtominaga@oaklandlibrary.org
mailto:slavoie@oaklandlibrary.org
mailto:esanders@oaklandlibrary.org
mailto:pschiesser@oaklandlibrary.org
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adding their stories and images to this evolving collection. There will be other sessions on 

Saturday, June 3 at10:00 a.m.; Tuesday, June 6 at 6:00 p.m.; Thursday, June 8 at noon; and 

Tuesday, June 13 at 6:00 p.m. To read the media release, please visit 

http://www2.oaklandnet.com/OAK063965. For more information, please contact Erin Sanders, 

Branch Manager, at esanders@oaklandlibrary.org or (510) 597-5023. 

 

NOBLE Chiefs’ Meet & Greet – On Friday, May 12, the San Francisco/Bay Area Chapter of the 

National Organization of Black Law Enforcement Executives (NOBLE) hosted the 2017 Bay Area 

Chiefs’ Meet & Greet. Those in attendance included Police Chiefs Anne E. Kirkpatrick (Oakland), 

William “Bill” Scott (San Francisco), Allwyn “AB” Brown (Richmond), Jeremy Bowers 

(Piedmont) and Jason Wu (San Francisco State University). Members of the Oakland Police 

Department active in the NOBLE San Francisco/Bay Area Chapter include Capt. Sekou 

Millington, Chapter President; Deputy Chief Danielle Outlaw, Vice-President; and Sgt. Aaron 

Smith, Sergeant-At-Arms. Since 1976, NOBLE has served as the conscience of law enforcement 

by being committed to justice by action. NOBLE represents more than 3,000 members 

internationally, primarily African-American, who serve as chief executive officers of law 

enforcement agencies at federal, state, county and municipal levels, as well as other law 

enforcement administrators and criminal justice practitioners. For more information, please 

contact the Oakland Police Department’s Media Office at opdmedia@oaklandnet.com or (510) 

238-7230. 

 

Coffee With A Cop – On Tuesday, May 16, members of the Oakland Police Department Areas 4 

and 5 hosted a “Coffee with a Cop” community event at the Starbucks at 98th Avenue and Bigge 

Street. Meeting over coffee opens the door for interactions outside of the crisis situations that 

typically bring law enforcement officers and community members together. Originated by the 

Hawthorne, Calif., Police Department in 2011, “Coffee with a Cop” events have been hosted in all 

50 states and are one of the most successful community-oriented policing programs across the 

country. The program has expanded outside the Unites States to Canada, Europe, Australia and 

Africa. Meeting together in a relaxed atmosphere is a great way to build trust and relationships – 

one cup of coffee at a time. For more information, please contact the Oakland Police Department’s 

Media Office at opdmedia@oaklandnet.com or (510) 238-7230. 

 

Volunteers Receive Free Memorial Day Weekend At Oakland Feather River Camp – From 

Friday, May 26 to Monday, May 29, Camps In Common, the operator of the Oakland Feather 

River Camp in the Sierra Nevada Mountains is providing free accommodations and meals for all 

volunteers attending the annual camp work weekend. Volunteers are welcome to visit for a day or 

stay the whole weekend to help with various projects such as forest fire prevention leaf raking, tot 

lot revitalization and welcome book assembly. This long-standing camp tradition is a great 

introduction to all that the camp has to offer and volunteers are sure to make new friends while 

enjoying down time around the campfire. To register and for more information, please contact 

Mark Olson, Camp Director, at (510) 336-2267 or visit 

http://featherrivercamp.com/workweekend/.    

 

  

 

http://www2.oaklandnet.com/OAK063965
mailto:esanders@oaklandlibrary.org
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Lincoln Square Recreation Basketball Courts Reopen – On Wednesday, May 17, Oakland Parks 

& Recreation partnered with the Kevin Durant Charity Foundation, Warriors Community 

Foundation, Finish Line Youth Foundation and the Good Tidings Foundation to celebrate the 

unveiling of four newly refurbished basketball courts at Lincoln Square Recreation Center at 250 

10th Street. More than 150 local youth, ages 6 to 18, had a chance to interact with the Golden 

State Warriors’ Kevin Durant during basketball clinics led by Warrior Basketball Camp staff. For 

more information, please contact Dana Riley, Assistant to the Director, at driley@oaklandnet.com 

or (510) 238-6495. 

 

Celebrate National Safe Boating Week With Free Boat Rentals – On Saturday, May 20, from 

11:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m., Oakland Parks & Recreation’s Lake Merritt Boating Center, located at 

568 Bellevue Avenue, is hosting an open house to celebrate National Safe Boating Week. The 

annual event, sponsored by the California State Parks’ Division of Boating and Waterways, offers 

free boat rentals, boating safety information and education, water safety games for youth and 

scenic lake tours. For details on the types of boats available, please visit www.sailoakland.com. 

For more information, please contact Sarah Herbelin, Recreation Supervisor, at 

sherbelin@oaklandnet.com or (510) 238-2196. 

 

Bike To Work Day –Thursday, May 11 was Bike To Work Day 2017. Many of those who live, 

work and play in Oakland participated, including Oakland Police Chief Anne E. Kirkpatrick. The 

24th annual Bike to Work Day pancake breakfast was held in Frank H. Ogawa Plaza, in front of 

Oakland City Hall. Pancakes, prizes and all-day valet parking were available for bicyclists en 

route to work. Besides being fun, biking to work is good for your health and for the environment. 

Some of the benefits to riding a bike include reducing air pollution, staying healthy and fit, saving 

money and easing street congestion. The Oakland Police Department would like to remind you, 

whether you drive or ride on the roadways, please do so safely and responsibly. For more 

information, please contact the Oakland Police Department’s Media Office at 

opdmedia@oaklandnet.com or (510) 238-7230. 

 

OPD Makes Arrests – On Friday, May 12, at approximately 11:33 p.m., Oakland Police officers 

responded to the 8400 block of Ney Avenue on a report of a possible burglary in progress. 

Responding officers arrived on scene and observed an individual armed with a firearm. A 

perimeter was immediately set up around the scene and a search for the suspects was conducted. 

During the search, a firearm was recovered and two suspects in possession of tools often used in 

burglaries were arrested. The investigation is still ongoing; anyone with information is encouraged 

to contact the Oakland Police Department’s Homicide Section at (510) 238-3821. 

 

Oakland Earth Day – On Saturday, April 22, more than 2,500 people volunteered for the 23rd 

annual Oakland Earth Day. Volunteers removed over 280 cubic yards of trash, and 450 cubic 

yards of weeds and green waste from parks, streets, creeks and the shoreline in 93 locations 

throughout Oakland. Oakland Earth Day is the City’s largest community volunteer event and is 

sponsored by Oakland Public Works. Oakland Creek to Bay Day, the next city-wide cleanup 

effort, will be held on Saturday, September 16, as part of International Coastal Cleanup Day. For 

more information, please visit www.oaklandcreektobay.org. To learn more about ongoing 

opportunities to clean and green Oakland, please visit www.oaklandadoptaspot.org. For more 

mailto:driley@oaklandnet.com
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information, please contact Mike Perlmutter, Environmental Services, at 

mperlmutter@oaklandnet.com or (510) 238-7294. 

 

2017 Mother Of The Year Announced – On Saturday, May 15, at 10:30 a.m., Malia Lusia Latu 

Saulala was honored as Oakland’s 2017 Mother of the Year during the 64th annual Mother of the 

Year Award Ceremony. The public ceremony was held at the Morcom Rose Garden located at 700 

Jean Street, off Grand Avenue. Mrs. Saulala is a mother of five children (two sons and three 

daughters), six adopted children and two more children with her beloved late husband. She is an 

active member of the Maxwell Park Neighborhood Council and has been engaged in her 

community since 1978 providing outstanding leadership and dedication while addressing and 

raising awareness on living conditions, safety concerns, available programs and community 

services that help and serve youth, seniors and adults. Over the years, Mrs. Saulala has been a true 

advocate to more than 20,000 youth, ages 3 to 11 years old, by volunteering with Boy Scouts of 

America, her church and neighboring schools. To read the media release, please visit 

http://www2.oaklandnet.com/w/oak063897. For more information, please contact Gail McMillon, 

Office Manager, at gmcmillon@oaklandnet.com or (510) 238-3186. 

 

2017 Youth Poet Laureate To Be Announced At Oakland Book Festival – On Sunday, May 21, 

this year’s Oakland Youth Poet Laureate winner will be announced in a ceremony at the Oakland 

Book Festival at 1:00 p.m. The 2017 Finalists will perform and the new Laureate will be crowned. 

Come hear Oakland’s most talented young voices. The event takes place at Oakland City Hall, 1 

Frank H. Ogawa Plaza. For more information, please contact Lana Adlawan, Supervising 

Librarian for Teen Services, at ladlawan@oaklandlibrary.org or (510) 238-7613. 

 

OPD Is Hiring Police Officer Trainees – Friday, June 9, at 11:59 p.m., is the deadline to apply to 

pursue a challenging and rewarding career in law enforcement at the Oakland Police Department. 

Working as a police officer is a challenging and rewarding career; every day on the job is 

different. Dealing with a wide variety of people in different situations, OPD officers quickly 

analyze and solve problems and use their excellent “people skills” to defuse conflict and avoid 

confrontation whenever possible. The monthly salary for a Police Officer Trainee is $5,500.To 

apply, please visit http://bit.ly/2qtYV8S. For more information, please contact the Oakland Police 

Department’s Media Office at opdmedia@oaklandnet.com or (510) 238-7230.  

 

East Bay College Fund Oakland Promise Awards Ceremony – On Wednesday, May 31, one of 

the most inspirational events of the year will be held. City staff is invited to attend the East Bay 

College Fund Oakland Promise Awards Ceremony and celebrate with these remarkable students 

and their families. In 2016, the Oakland Promise sent 300 students to college with $2.5 million in 

scholarships and persistence support. This year, we will be celebrating 400 students as they 

embark on their journeys to and through college with multi-year scholarship and persistence 

services. This is part of a citywide cradle-to-career initiative with the goal of tripling the number 

of college graduates from Oakland public schools by 2025 and making college the expectation for 

all. The event will be held from 7:00 to 9:00 p.m. at the Scottish Rite Center, 1547 Lakeside 

Drive. To view the event invitation, please visit 

https://2017eastbaycollegefundoaklandp.splashthat.com/. For more information, please contact 

Maggie Croushore at mcroushore@oaklandnet.com or (510) 238-6291. 

mailto:mperlmutter@oaklandnet.com
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Ace Kids Golf – In the Spring 2017 issue of NCGA Golf, Preston Pinkney, Oakland Parks & 

Recreation’s Ace Kids Golf Program Director, was recognized for his achievements in supporting 

youth and expanding youth programs. Located at 11450 Golf Links Road, Ace Kids Golf’s 

mission is to introduce less-advantaged youth to the game of golf. To view the article, please go to 

https://ncga.org/golf-magazine/. To enroll your child in one of Parks & Recreation’s golf activities 

or to learn more about the program, please visit http://bit.ly/2r7xhMy. Ace Kid’s Golf sponsorship 

opportunity information can be found at http://www.acekidsgolf.com/. For more information, 

please contact Preston Pinkney, Program Director, at ppinkney@oaklandnet.com or (510) 351-

0391.     

 

Oakland Public Library Wins 2017 Bike-Friendly Business Award – On Thursday, May 11, 

during Bike to Work Day Festivities at Oakland City Hall, the Oakland Public Library received a 

Bike-Friendly Business Award for the “Large Business” category. This annual honor is given by 

Bike East Bay as recognition for businesses that “go above and beyond in encouraging their 

employees or customers to ride bikes.” In its award announcement for this year, Bike East Bay 

cited numerous reasons for selecting the Library: “From community bike shop The Shed at the 

MLK Branch to kamishibai - children’s storytelling on the back of a bike - to good old indoor bike 

parking [for employees], OPL supports what staff and community like, want and need.” The 

announcement also mentioned OPL’s organized monthly social rides for library staff and 

supporters, the Tool Lending Library’s selection of bike tools which are available for check out, 

the locks and pumps available to library patrons at many locations, the OPL bike library, the 

library’s monthly Women Bike Book Club and a series of webinars for other libraries to share 

approaches for being bike-friendly, produced by librarians Mana Tominaga and Emily Weak. For 

more information, please contact Mana Tominaga, Supervising Librarian, at 

mtominaga@oaklandlibrary.org or (510) 238-6611. 

 

Author Rita M. Gardner Coming To Rockridge Branch Library – On Saturday, May 20, at 11:00 

a.m., Gardner will discuss her new memoir, The Coconut Latitudes, at the Rockridge Branch 

Library, 5366 College Avenue. Ms. Gardner writes about her childhood in paradise, a journey into 

unexpected misery and a twisted path to redemption and truth. For more information, please 

contact Paul Schiesser, Branch Manager, at pschiesser@oaklandlibrary.org or (510) 597-5017.  

 

Learn About Bike Camping At Golden Gate Library – On Saturday, May 20, at 11:00 a.m., the 

Golden Gate Branch Library, 5606 San Pablo Avenue, is offering an informative workshop for 

new and experienced bike campers. Beginners can learn the basics, such as what you need, how to 

pack and where to go. Experienced bike campers can share information on their favorite spots, 

routes and resources. Coffee and donuts will be provided. For more information, please contact 

Erin Sanders, Branch Manager, at esanders@oaklandlibrary.org or (510) 597-5023.  

 

Celebrate The Beauty Of Waist Beads – On Saturday, May 20, at 4:00 p.m., the Main Library, 

125 14th Street, is offering a workshop for people interested in making their own waist beads. 

This beautiful, healing, mysterious and meaningful fashion statement is becoming increasingly 

popular. For more information and to R.S.V.P. (space will be limited), please contact Ajoke 

Kokodoko, Librarian II, at akokodoko@oaklandlibrary.org or (510) 238-3138.  
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East Oakland Sports Center Voted Top 10 Sports Center – On Wednesday, April 26, the East 

Oakland Sports Center (EOSC), operated by the Oakland Parks & Recreation Department, was 

voted sixth Best Sports Center in California by Best Things California. Open seven days a week, 

the EOSC complex, at 9161 Edes Avenue, offers affordable fitness with a full gym containing 

cardio equipment, weight machines, free weights, spin cycle studio, wood-floor dance and 

exercise studio and basketball courts. The center’s aquatic area includes a lap pool, activity pool, 

lazy river and waterslide. Monthly memberships and day passes are available. For more 

information, please visit https://www.facebook.com/opr.eosc or contact Armond Gray, Recreation 

Center Director, at agray@oaklandnet.com or (510) 615-5838.     

 

Six Arts And Cultural Organizations Receive Assistance To Stay In Oakland – On Thursday, 

May 4, the Community Arts Stabilization Trust (CAST) announced that six Oakland arts and 

cultural organizations will receive assistance to secure long-term, affordable, safe space in 

Oakland. The technical assistance is through Keeping Space – Oakland, CAST’s pilot program to 

assist arts nonprofits that are vulnerable to space instability and displacement. $90,000 in 

professional real estate training and consultation services will be awarded across six local 

organizations. Award recipients include Alena Museum, Pro Arts, Project Bandaloop, PLACE for 

Sustainable Living, Qilombo and Ubuntu Theater Project. CAST has hired the Northern California 

Community Loan Fund (NCCLF) to carry out the private consultations for the Keeping Space – 

Oakland awardees. NCCLF will also provide a three-part Real Estate Readiness Workshop series 

free to all Oakland arts groups, collectives and organizations. The series started on Friday, May 5, 

and includes training in financial management and business models. The remaining dates are: 

 

 Thursday, June 8 

On with the Show: Turning your Financial Performance into a Masterpiece 

 

 Thursday, July 13 

Commercial Leasing Strategies: Getting to Yes  

 

The workshops will be held at the East Bay Community Foundation, 353 Frank H. Ogawa Plaza, 

from 9:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. To sign up for the workshops, visit http://cast-sf.org/keeping-space-

oakland-announcements/. CAST launched Keeping Space – Oakland in December 2016 with 

funding from the Kenneth Rainin Foundation and the William and Flora Hewlett Foundation. 

Thursday’s announcement represents one strategy of many proposed by the Oakland Arts 

Workspace Group, a public-private partnership that includes the Kenneth Rainin Foundation, 

CAST, NCCLF and the City of Oakland. The group is focused on creating workspace stability to 

foster, support and sustain the arts and cultural ecosystem in Oakland. For more information, 

please contact Roberto Bedoya, Cultural Affairs Manager, at rbedoya@oaklandnet.com or (510) 

238-2136. 

 

Free Walking Tours Offer Glimpse of Downtown Oakland’s History, Current Renaissance – On 

Wednesday, May 3, the 2017 season of the free walking tours began. Downtown Oakland’s 

ongoing renaissance has captured national media attention, with the Uptown District emerging as a 

premier arts and entertainment destination. In fact, Expedia Viewfinder recently ranked Oakland 

among the super cool U.S. cities to visit. Local residents and visitors can glimpse both today’s 

https://www.facebook.com/opr.eosc
mailto:agray@oaklandnet.com
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happening scene and landmarks from Oakland’s past during the 2017 Oakland Tours season. Free 

90-minute walking tours of downtown Oakland will be offered every Wednesday and Saturday 

through October. The twice weekly guided tours showcase the city’s changing skyline, landmarks, 

churches and high-rises. The six-month long tour season ensures ample opportunity to take in each 

of the eight different tour itineraries. Each tour, led by a volunteer guide, begins at 10:00 a.m. 

from various starting locations depending on the itinerary. Reservations are recommended by 

leaving a message on the Tours’ 24-hour hotline at (510) 238-3234 or via email to 

aallen@oaklandnet.com. The tour brochure, itinerary descriptions, dates and starting locations are 

available at www.oaklandnet.com/walkingtours. For more information, please contact Annalee 

Allen, Tours Program coordinator, at aallen@oaklandnet.com or (510) 238-3234.  

 

OPD Has Openings For High School Students To Become Police Explorers – Continuously 

through spring 2017, high school students, ages 14 to 19, are invited to join the Police Explorers 

Program and learn more about careers in law enforcement. The Explorers program includes career 

opportunities, service learning, leadership experience, life skills and character education. For more 

information, please contact Officer Charles Stone, Oakland Police Activities League (PAL), at 

oaklandpal@oaklandpal.org or (510) 421-2684.  

 

OPD Is Hiring Police Cadets – Continuously through spring 2017, ambitious young women and 

men are invited to join the Oakland Police Department (OPD) law enforcement team as part-time 

Police Cadets. Cadets, who must be high school seniors or attending college, are rotated through a 

variety of assignments at OPD designed to develop their interest in police work. You may apply at 

any time; the position is filling continuously. Police Cadets are part-time employees who receive 

training and experience in law enforcement. Wages start at $14.42 per hour and Cadets may work 

up to 19.5 hours per week. To learn more, please visit http://bit.ly/2o7ItGV. For more information, 

please contact the Oakland Police Department’s Media Office at opdmedia@oaklandnet.com or 

(510) 238-7230. 

 

Inspections In Very High Fire Severity Zone To Start – On Monday, May 15, inspections of 

residential properties in the Very High Fire Severity Zone of the Oakland hills began. Oakland 

Firefighters and Inspectors will visit each property within the zone to determine if vegetation on 

the property is compliant with the California Fire Code. In April, an Annual Inspection Notice was 

mailed to every property owner, with detailed information about requirements for “defensible 

space” around houses and a checklist to help homeowners be certain their properties are in 

compliance. Defensible space acts as a buffer between a structure and an advancing fire. Residents 

can find more information about reducing the risk of wildfire at http://bit.ly/2oDH12V. Residents 

should plan to remove weeds, tall grass, brush and tree limbs that pose a fire hazard. Properties 

that have not removed these hazards by the start of the inspection period on May 15 will be found 

non-compliant, and will be re-inspected 30 days from the date of the initial inspection. All 

necessary re-inspections will incur a fee, in accordance with City of Oakland Ordinance No. 

13401 and the Master Fee Schedule. In anticipation of the upcoming inspections, the Oakland Fire 

Department hosted two workshops to educate homeowners about the vegetation inspection 

program. After the tragic and devastating 1991 Oakland Hills Fire, a law was passed requiring the 

California Department of Forestry and Fire Protection (CAL FIRE) to identify areas or “zones” 

that are at an increased risk of fire and to provide maps of those areas to cities and counties across 

mailto:aallen@oaklandnet.com
http://www.oaklandnet.com/walkingtours
mailto:aallen@oaklandnet.com
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the state. Based upon its fire history, weather and terrain, CAL FIRE concluded that the Oakland 

hills are at an increased risk of fire, and should be assigned to the Very High Fire Hazard Severity 

Zone. To learn more, please contact the Oakland Fire Department’s Vegetation Management Unit 

at (510) 238-7388. 

 

No BART Train Service Between Lake Merritt And Fruitvale Stations – On six non-consecutive 

weekends between April and July, BART crews will be rebuilding the trackway between Lake 

Merritt and Fruitvale stations as part of the “Better BART” efforts. When the closures occur, no 

trains will run between those stations and Lake Merritt station will be closed. Free buses will be 

available to move riders around the closure. Riders on the Warm Springs/South Fremont, Dublin 

and Oakland Airport lines will be impacted. The buses may add 20 to 40 minutes to your trip. The 

closure will allow maintenance crews to replace the nearly 45-year-old deteriorating trackway 

between the two stations. The dates for the BART track closure are: 

 

 Saturday, May 27; Sunday, May 28 & Monday, May 29 

 Saturday, June 10 & Sunday, June 11 

 Saturday, July 1 & Sunday, July 2 

 

These dates may be subject to change. For more information, please visit 

http://www.bart.gov/news/articles/2017/news20170302-1.   

 

Upcoming City Of Oakland Job Announcements – During the week of May 22, the Human 

Resources Management Department (HRM) anticipates posting job announcements for the 

following positions:  

 

 Assistant Engineer I & II 

For the most up-to-date information on City jobs, please view the Employment Information page 

on our website at http://agency.governmentjobs.com/oaklandca/default.cfm. The Employment 

Information page also contains information on minimum qualifications of specific job 

classifications, how to apply for a job on-line and how to submit a job interest card for positions 

not currently posted. For more information, please contact the Human Resources Management 

Receptionist at (510) 238-3112. 

 

Upcoming Meetings and Events:  

 

For information on upcoming City meetings and events, please visit the City’s online calendar at 

http://www2.oaklandnet.com/Events/index.htm. For events at the Oakland Public Library, please 

visit http://oaklandlibrary.org/events.  

 

Respectfully submitted,        

     /s/ 

 SABRINA B. LANDRETH 

 City Administrator  
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