CITY or OAKLAND

ONE FRANK H. OGAWA PLAZA ¢ SUITE 104 » OAKLAND, CALIFORNIA 94612

Public Ethics Commission (510) 238-3593
FAX (510) 238-3315

May §, 2017 TDD (510) 238-3254

City Attorney Barbara Parker
City of Oakland

1 Frank Ogawa Plaza
Oakland, CA 94612

Dear Ms. Parker,

As you likely know, the Public Ethics Commission released a final report in April that reviewed
the City’s process and policy for distributing tickets to events at the Oakland Coliseum and
Oracle Arena. Attached is a copy of the report for your convenience.

In short, the Commission found that tickets have not been consistently used and distributed for
public purposes, as required by the City’s policy as well as state and local law. The Commission
recommended a new approach to move the distribution of city tickets under the City’s executive
branch and to revise the City’s ticket distribution process and policy (City Council Resolution
82032) to ensure compliance with ethics laws. The Commission has begun to draft a revised
ticket policy to present to City Council in the coming months.

City Ticket Policy

Meanwhile, given the Warriors’ current performance, we are reminding elected officials that the
City’s existing policy, which is appended to the attached report, is still in effect and restricts the
use and distribution of tickets to only the following purposes:

= Oversight of facilities or events that have received City funding or support;

»  Oversight of facilities or events that may require City funding or support in the near
future;

= Reviewing a facility’s contribution to blight abatement within a Redevelopment Area;

= Reviewing the ability of a facility, its operator, or a local sports team to attract business
and contribute to the local economy;

= Reviewing the ability of a facility or its operator to participate in the City’s job creation
goals or training programs;



* Reviewing the contribution of a facility or an event to the City’s goals for fostering arts
and culture opportunities for City residents;

* Rewarding a City of Oakland employee for his/her exemplary service to the City;

* Rewarding a community activist for his or her service to the City of Oakland;

* Rewarding a school or nonprofit organization for its contributions to the community; and
* Rewarding an Oakland student for outstanding scholastic achievement.

In addition, as stated in the City’s policy, no ticket may be transferred directly by an elected
official to a third party other than the official’s immediate family. To reiterate the above, even
tickets used by an official’s immediate family must be for one of the above-listed purposes.

The Commission is in the process of drafting a proposed revision to the City’s ticket policy that
aims to expand the purposes for the appropriate use of City tickets while also limiting the
number of tickets that may be used by any person — elected official or otherwise. In its report, the
Commission concluded that elected officials should not be using tickets more than one or two
times per year to “review facilities” and that, in addition, officials also should not use high-value
tickets for that purpose. These limits will be part of the Commission’s future draft policy to be
submitted to Council for review in the next few months.

Coliseum Authority Policy

We further note that, as a recipient of tickets directly from the Oakland Alameda County
Coliseum Authority, your use and distribution of tickets to Warrior’s and other events is subject
to the Authority’s policy, also appended to the attached report, which restricts the use of tickets
for the following purposes:

= To supervise the managing agent;
» To ensure that all duties of the Licenses are fulfilled;

* To investigate the efficiencies of the operations of the various sporting and other events
that occur at the Coliseum Complex;

* To promote the Coliseum Complex for use by the general public and businesses to
maximize revenues;

» To provide opportunities to community groups to utilize the facility;
* To review the performance of food and beverage concessionaires;
* To observe the conduct of the managing agents’ employees and subcontractors;

* To provide incentives to City and County employees that provide services to the
Authority; and

* To investigate complaints of the Warriors, the Raiders and the A’s about the Complex.

In order to ensure that elected officials and their staff comply with existing law, we urge elected
officials to adhere to the existing and applicable policy so that the use or distribution of tickets is
indeed for a public purpose and not a perk of office.



Thank you for your consideration of this issue. We look forward to working with you to revise
the City’s ticket policy so that it provides a pragmatic framework for the distribution and use of
City tickets going forward.

Sincerely,

Whitney Barazoto
Executive Director



