




Persons may speak on any item appearing on the agenda; however a Speaker Card must be filled out and given to a representative of the Cannabis 
Regulatory Commission.  Multiple agenda items cannot be listed on one speaker card.  If a speaker signs up to speak on multiple items listed on the 
agenda, the Chairperson may rule that the speaker be given an appropriate allocation of time to address all issues at one time (cumulative) before the 
items are called.  All speakers will be allotted 3 minutes or less – unless the Chairperson allots additional time. 
 
  This meeting is wheelchair accessible. In compliance with the Americans with Disabilities Act, if you need special assistance to participate in the 
meetings of the Cannabis Regulatory Commission, please contact the Office of the City Clerk (510) 238-3612.  Notification two full business days prior to 
the meeting will enable the City of Oakland to make reasonable arrangements to ensure accessibility.  In compliance with Oakland’s policy for people with 
chemical sensitivities, please refrain from wearing strongly scented products to events. 
 
Questions or concerns regarding this agenda, or to review any agenda-related materials, please contact the Cannabis Regulatory Commission 
at (510) 238-3301. 

Cannabis Regulatory Commission    Regular Meeting 

Thursday, October 19th, 6:30 p.m. MINUTES 
Council Chambers, City Hall, One Frank H. Ogawa Plaza 
 
Members: 
 

Vacant District 1  Jacob Sassaman District 7 
Chang Yi District 2  A. Kathryn Parker At Large 
Zach Knox District 3   Stephanie Floyd-

Johnson 
Mayor 

Jin Jack Shim District 4  Vacant City Auditor 
Matt Hummel District 5  Greg Minor City Administrator 
Derreck Johnson District 6    

Available on-line at: http://www.oaklandnet.com/measurez 

 
MEETING AGENDA 

 
A. Roll Call and Determination of Quorum 
 
Members Present: Yi, Knox, Hummel, Johnson, Sassaman, Parker, Floyd-Johnson, Minor 
Members Not Present: Shim 
 
B. Open Forum / Public Comment 
 
Public speakers inquired about the status of the public bank proposal, dispensary permitting process and local 
cannabis tax rates. 
 
C. Review of the Pending List and Additions to Next Month’s Agenda 

 
D. Approval of the Draft Minutes from the Cannabis Regulatory Commission meeting of September 2017. 
 
Member Parker made motion to accept the draft minutes; Member Knox seconded the motion and it was 
approved by consensus. 
  
E.  Reports for Discussion and Possible Action 

 
1. Northern California wildfires. 

 



 

Michael Allaire with California Growers Association noted at least 24 members lost farms/homes.  Silvia Chi 
referenced crowd funding options and Chair Hummel spoke to the difficulty of obtaining insurance in cannabis 
industry. 
 

2. Expanding permitted areas for cannabis activities. 
3. Proposed legislation to implement adult recreational use due to the passage of Prop 64. 

 
Staff provided an overview of its proposal scheduled for October 24, 2017 Public Safety Committee. 
 
Members of the public expressed their concerns re cost of finding allowable real estate and starting a cannabis 
business.  Some suggested amending staff’s recommendation to those with an application pending, others 
expressed concern such a proposal would only reward those that have real estate already. 
 
Chair Hummel expressed concern that only businesses who will get state authorization would be eight 
permitted dispensaries under staff proposal.  Chair Hummel would like to expand permitted areas and for no 
limit on number of dispensaries. 
 
Member Parker stated she was shocked staff’s proposal did not increase the number of dispensaries further. 
 
Member Yi suggested more caution and to learn from the errors of other jurisdictions and to not oversaturate 
areas of the City with cannabis businesses. 
 
Member Floyd-Johnson referenced her background in neighborhood revitalization and commented that these 
issues are complicated. 
 
Member Sassaman made a motion to expand permitted cannabis areas pursuant to proposal submitted by 
Robert Raich.  Member Yi seconded the proposal and the motion passed by consensus. 
 
Regarding issue of local authorization, Member Yi felt staff’s recommendation were too restrictive, Member 
Knox questioned what alternative language the commission should adopt, other members questioned the 
significance of 2018 deadline and its impacts on local operators. 
 
Member Yi made a motion to substitute staff’s language re definition of local authorization with a complete 
application with a permissively zoned property.  Member Sassaman seconded the motion.  Members Hummel, 
Sassaman, Yi, Parker and Floyd-Johnson voted in favor.  Members Knox, Johnson and Minor abstained. 
 
Member Parker made a motion to remove limit on dispensaries.  Member Sassaman seconded the motion.  
Members Parker, Sassaman, Hummel, Knox voted in favor.  Members Johnson and Yi opposed.  Member Minor 
abstained. 
 
Chair Hummel made a Motion seconded by Member Knox for staff to put all these motions together and present 
them to the Public Safety Committee.  This motion passed by consensus. 
 
 

4. Update on cannabis dispensary permit application process. 
 
Staff provided an update on dispensary application process.  Member Sassaman expressed disappointment with 
general applicant process in its allocation of points for incubating equity businesses.  Member Knox questioned 
what was wrong with encouraging operators to incubate equity businesses. 
 



 

F. Announcements 
 
Member Parker mentioned November 4, 2017 U.C. Berkeley students for sensible drug policy conference. 
Chair Hummel stated that public bank study was moving along. 
 
G. Adjournment 

 


























































