
   
   

 
 
 
                   

                                                                     MEMORANDUM 
                     

 
 
 TO:  HONORABLE MAYOR & FROM:   Deanna J. Santana     
                      CITY COUNCIL   
  
SUBJECT:  City Administrator’s Weekly Report              DATE:   January 18, 2013  
          ________________ 
  

INFORMATION 
 
Following are the key activities to be highlighted this week: 
 
City’s Response to Illegal Dumping Impacted by Mandatory Business Closure Days over the 
Holidays – From December 24 through January 1, City of Oakland offices were closed for a 
combination of holidays and business closure days due to budget cuts. The business closure days 
were an important employee concession to balance the City’s $58 million budget deficit. At this 
time, there is a backlog of about 600 complaints that were received during the closure. Public 
Works is actively addressing this issue by having staff work overtime to catch up while 
simultaneously addressing new complaints. The Public Works Agency (PWA) processes 13,000 
illegal dumping complaints annually and is working diligently to address this issue. Debris 
removal may require more than one truck due to requirements of disposal handling. For 
additional information, please contact the Public Works Call Center at 
pwacallcenter@oaklandnet.com or (510) 615-5566. To report illegal dumping, the public may 
contact the Call Center by phone or email or use the mobile app SeeClickFix. 
 
OPD Seeks Community Members to Serve as Assessors on Oral Board Panels for Police 
Candidates – On Tuesday, February 19- Thursday, February 21, the Oakland Police Department 
(OPD) has scheduled oral boards to interview potential candidates for Police Officer positions. 
OPD is looking for community members who are interested in becoming involved in the hiring 
of future Police Officers for the City of Oakland by serving on the oral board panels. This could 
be a one- to three-day commitment. Community members do not have to serve all three days, but 
the public’s support is appreciated and necessary for the success of this recruitment. Panel 
members are expected arrive at 8:00 a.m. with the first hour consisting of training and depart at 
5:30 p.m. Each panel will consist of three members consisting of a sworn member of the 
Oakland Police Department, a City of Oakland employee and a community member. To qualify 
as a community member, one must live, work or be a business owner in Oakland. For more 
information, please contact Officer Wendy Rae at wrae@oaklandnet.com or (510) 238-3339. 
 
Oakland Public Ethics Commission Appoints New Commissioner – On Monday, January 7, the 
City of Oakland Public Ethics Commission (PEC) appointed Ms. Jenna M. Whitman as a new 
Commissioner to its seven-member board. Ms. Whitman is an attorney with the Alameda County 
Superior Court, where she advises judges on law and motion matters in civil litigation. She is a 
graduate of Yale College and received her law degree from Georgetown University.  
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Commissioner Whitman’s appointment comes after a public recruitment and selection process. 
Pursuant to City ordinance, the Commission selects four of its members and the Mayor selects 
the other three on a rotating schedule. This year, Ms. Whitman is the Commission’s appointee; 
the Mayor is currently in the process of making her appointment. The PEC oversees compliance 
with Oakland’s Campaign Reform Act, Conflict of Interest Code, Code of Ethics, Sunshine 
Ordinance, Limited Public Financing Act, Lobbyist Registration Act and False Endorsement in 
Campaign Literature Act. The Commission conducts investigations, administers compliance 
programs, educates citizens and City staff on ethics-related issues and works with City staff to 
ensure policies are in place and are being followed. Commissioners are volunteers as they 
participate in regular monthly public meetings and may also perform additional subcommittee 
work throughout the year. For more information, please contact Whitney Barazoto, Public Ethics 
Commission Executive Director, at (510) 238-3593.  
 
Oakland Restaurant Week – From Friday, January 18 to Sunday, January 27, the 3rd Annual 
Oakland Restaurant Week provides visitors and locals with an opportunity to taste some of 
Oakland's finest cuisine, with special meals and deals from the city's top restaurants. More than 
40 Oakland restaurants are offering prix fixe menus at $20, $30 and $40 for lunch and dinner, 
and many restaurants also include drink specials to supplement the meal. Tickets and special 
passes are not required, but reservations are strongly recommended. Visit Oakland is working 
closely with the City of Oakland, Oakland Metropolitan Chamber of Commerce and Oakland 
Restaurant Association to coordinate Oakland Restaurant Week, which is part of California 
Restaurant Month, designated by Visit California. For more information and details on 
participating restaurants, please visit www.visitoakland.org/restaurantweek.  
 
Aging & Adult Services Division Receives $100,000 Grant – On Tuesday, November 27, the 
Aging and Adult Services Division of the Department of Human Services was notified that they 
were awarded a $100,000 grant by the SCAN Health Plan, a California nonprofit public benefit 
corporation. The grant award will initiate an emergency assistance fund for low-income and 
vulnerable seniors age 60 and older to receive up to $1,000 to purchase items or services that will 
assist them to remain independent in their home and community. Services include transportation, 
food assistance, respite, housing assistance, adult day care, utility payment, adaptive devices, 
home repairs and other basic necessities. The Aging and Adult Services Division’s mission is to 
empower seniors and adults with disabilities through life-enriching and life-sustaining programs 
and services. A focus on meeting basic needs for seniors such as nutrition, shelter, health and 
socialization, and on enhancing an individual’s ability to remain independent in their own 
community is the division’s number one priority. For more information, please contact Tammy 
Siu, Aging and Adult Services Manager, at tsiu@oaklandnet.com or (510) 238-6137.  
 
DHS Issues RFP for Oakland Unite – On December 20, the City of Oakland’s Department of 
Human Services (DHS) issued the Oakland Unite Request for Proposals (RFP). The RFP seeks 
responses from organizations with the capacity to provide reentry employment opportunities to 
formerly incarcerated individuals. Organizations applying must have an established relationship 
with one or more public or private sector businesses. Funding may be used for a variety of 
activities necessary to meet the goal of retention, including case management, training, wage 
subsidies, incentives, etc. Employment provided may be in the private or public sector. Proposals  
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are due Monday, February 4. To view the RFP, please visit http://oaklandunite.org/grantee-
corner/funding-opportunities/. For more information, please contact Priya Jagannathan, Program 
Planner, at pjagannathan@oaklandnet.com or (510) 238-2360.   
 
OFCY Releases RFP for Direct Services to Children and Youth in FY 2013-2016 – On 
December 7, the Oakland Fund for Children and Youth (OFCY) released a Request for Proposals 
(RFP) for FY 2013-2016 with a deadline of January 28, 2013. The RFP follows the recently 
released OFCY Strategic Investment Plan 2013-2016, and seeks proposals from community-
based organizations to provide direct services to children and youth in Oakland to implement the 
11 approved strategies. Community-based organizations and public agencies that serve children 
and youth ages 0-20 in Oakland are encouraged to apply. To view the RFP, the Strategic 
Investment Plan and the schedule for upcoming bidders’ conferences and training sessions, 
please visit www.ofcy.org/request-for-funding-proposals. For more information, please contact 
Mike Wetzel, Health and Human Services Program Planner, at mwetzel@oaklandnet.com or 
(510) 238-3242.  
 
Morcom Rose Garden Fundraiser – On Tuesday, March 19, the Deadheaders Garden Gala, a 
fundraiser for the Morcom Rose Garden, will be held at the San Francisco Flower and Garden 
Show in the San Mateo Event Center. Running from 6:00 to 9:00 p.m., this opening night will 
give attendees a sneak preview of the show while supporting Oakland’s beloved Rose Garden. 
An early bird discount is available through February 15. To purchase tickets, please visit 
www.anotherbullwinkelshow.com/deadhead-garden/index.html. For more information, please 
contact Victoria Rocha, Parks Supervisor, at vrocha@oaklandnet.com or (510) 238-3208. 
 
PWA Staff Member Presents at National Conference – This week, the Transportation Research 
Board (TRB) held its 92nd Annual Meeting in Washington, D.C. where Dr. Maaza Mekuria, an 
engineer from the Public Work Agency’s Department of Engineering and Construction, 
presented a paper on “Low Stress Bicycling and Network Connectivity.” The event was expected 
to draw more than 11,000 transportation professionals from around the world. For more 
information, please contact Gus Amirzehni, Principal Civil Engineer, at 
gamirzehni@oaklandnet.com or (510) 238-6601. 
 
AAMLO Presenting Film Festival on MLK Holiday – On Monday, January 21, from 11:00 a.m. 
to 4:00 p.m., the African American Museum and Library at Oakland (AAMLO) will present its 
annual Martin Luther King, Jr. film festival, with a selection of critically acclaimed 
documentaries on the Civil Rights movement of the 1950s and 1960s. This year’s films are “The 
History Channel Presents: Voices of Civil Rights,” “The Barber of Birmingham: Foot Soldier of 
the Civil Rights Movement” and “Let Freedom Sing: How Music Inspired the Civil Rights 
Movement.” From 4:00 to 6:00 p.m., AAMLO and the Friends of AAMLO will host “Be the 
Match,” a marrow donor drive and event in support of Bay Area journalist Kevin Weston 
conducted by the National Marrow Donor Program. AAMLO, a branch of the Oakland Public 
Library, is located at 659 14th Street. For more information or to R.S.V.P., please call Veda 
Silva, Museum Project Coordinator, at (510) 637-0200. 
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Housing and Community Development Staff Member to be Honored by Public Health 
Department – On January 22, Margaretta Lin, the Strategic Initiatives Manager in the City of 
Oakland’s Housing and Community Development Department, will be honored by the Alameda 
County Public Health Department’s Place Matters Initiative during the “Making Place a Priority 
in 2013” event. Margaretta is being recognized for her work to advance health equity on behalf 
of the City of Oakland. Other honorees at the celebration will be Alameda County Supervisor 
Keith Carson and Oakland non-profit housing rights organization Causa Justa :: Just Cause. For 
more information, contact Tram Nguyen at the Place Matters Initiative at (510) 267-8078. 
 
 
Upcoming Meetings and Events:  
 
Ira Jinkins Basketball Clinic – Every Saturday year-round, 10:30 a.m. - Noon, Ira Jinkins 
Recreation Center, 9175 Edes Avenue. The basketball clinic is designed for youth, ages 7-12, to 
experience the basics of basketball techniques while enjoying fitness. For more information 
including registration fees, please contact Donte Watson, Center Director, at (510) 615-5959.  
 
Encuentros: Youth Speaks Poetry Workshops – Tuesdays through February 12, 4:00 - 6:00 
p.m., Cesar Chavez Branch Library, 3301 E. 12th Street. The winter cycle of Youth Speaks’ free 
afterschool writing workshops for teens, ages 13 - 19, is underway. Encuentros is a space for 
Latina/o, migrant and undocumented youth to share and write about their everyday stories. For 
more information, please call (510) 535-5620.  
 
Second Fridays at Mosswood Rec Center – Every second Friday, 7:00 - 10:00 p.m., Mosswood 
Recreation Center, 3612 Webster Street. Enjoy this monthly performing arts social. Engage and 
share in music, dance and poetry geared to those ages 16 and up. For more information, please 
call (510) 597-5038. 
 
Sewing with a Purpose – First and third Fridays, 6:00 - 7:30 p.m., Mosswood Recreation Center, 
3612 Webster Street. Come revamp your favorite clothes, from jeans to shirts, in this fun and 
exciting semimonthly class and learn basic sewing skills. For more information including class 
fees, please call (510) 597-5038.  
 
New School Crafting – Every third Friday, 6:30 - 8:00 p.m., Mosswood Recreation Center, 3612 
Webster Street. Patrons, ages 21 and up, can stop by and create arts & crafts in a fun and relaxing 
setting while enjoying appetizers and drinks. For more information including class fees, please 
call (510) 597-5038. 
 
Junior Warriors Basketball League – Saturdays through February 16, Various recreation 
centers, middle schools and elementary schools throughout Oakland. Youth in three age 
divisions participate in this league for boys and girls: Peewee (kindergarten to second grade 
#20706), third to fifth grades (#30706) and sixth to eighth grades (#40706). For more 
information including registration fees, please visit www.oaklandnet.com/parks or call Armond 
Gray, Youth Sports Coordinator, at (510) 238-6279 or (510) 238-3495.  
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Playing with Fire Exhibit – Through Thursday, January 31, Various Hours, second floor, 
Terminal 2, Oakland International Airport, 1 Airport Drive. This exhibition, curated by the 
Oakland Museum of California, features a compilation of glass objects created by youth and 
adult students at the Office of Parks and Recreation’s Studio One along with the work of a few 
other glass art makers. This wonderful art display spotlights the beauty of glass art and flame 
work created in Oakland. For more information, please contact Karis Griffin, Recreation 
Supervisor, at (510) 597-5096.  
 
“Touch the Sun” Exhibit Opening – Friday, January 18 to Monday, January 21, Various Hours, 
Chabot Space & Science Center, 10000 Skyline Boulevard. A new interactive exhibit utilizing 
stunning near-real-time images from NASA’s Solar Dynamic Observatory launches with a four-
day weekend full of solar astronomy related activities. The exhibit is designed to help visitors 
understand the dynamic nature of the Sun, its connection to the Earth and the nature of its effects 
on human concerns. Examples of solar phenomena – such as solar flares, prominences and active 
regions – are visible and create artistic-like images. For more information, please visit 
www.chabotspace.org or call (510) 336-7373. 
 
3rd Annual Oakland Restaurant Week – Friday, January 18 to Sunday, January 27, 
Participating restaurants throughout Oakland. More than 40 Oakland restaurants will celebrate 
Restaurant Week, a 10-day event that provides visitors and locals with an opportunity to taste 
some of Oakland’s finest cuisine, with special meals and deals from the city’s top restaurants. 
Prix fixe menus at $20, $30 and $40 will be offered for lunch and dinner, and many restaurants 
will also include drink specials to supplement the meal. Tickets and special passes are not 
required, but reservations are strongly recommended. For more information, please visit 
www.visitoakland.org/restaurantweek.   
 
Hawaiian Poke & Pupus: A Culinary Workshop with Patrick Landeza – Saturday, January 19, 
11:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m., Asian Cultural Center, 388 9th Street, Suite 290. Join award-winning 
Hawaiian musician and culinary instructor Patrick Landeza at his next hands-on culinary 
workshop. Learn about different types of Hawaiian pokes (tuna and clams), along with some of 
Patrick's favorite pupus (appetizers). The menu includes raw sashimi salad w/soy sauce, seaweed 
& chilis and sliced grilled spam w/sushi rice, wrapped in nori (seaweed). For more information, 
please visit http://pokeandpupuswithpatrick.eventbrite.com/# or call (510) 637-0455. 
 
Youth Chess Tournament – Saturday, January 19, 11:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m., Elmhurst Branch 
Library, 1427 88th Avenue. Participate in a chess tournament for youth, ages 4 - 18. Top players 
will receive: Tournament Chess Sets, Paid Membership into US Chess Federation, Tournament 
Level Training and a Certificate. For more information including registration, please contact 
Marvin Willis at marvinwillis@hotmail.com or (510) 615-5727.   
 
“In the Name of Love” 11th Annual Musical Tribute honoring Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. – 
Saturday, January 19, 6:00 - 9:30 p.m., Paramount Theatre of the Arts, 2025 Broadway. 
Oakland’s only non-denominational musical tribute to Dr. King features Grammy winner 
Jennifer Holliday, Tuck & Patti, Oakland Interfaith Gospel Choir and the 275-voice Oakland  
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Children’s Community Choir. Presentation of the City of Oakland’s Citizen Humanitarian  
Award. The pre-concert Oakland Community Exhibition at 6:00 p.m. will feature over 30 non-
profits working to make a difference. For more information, please visit www.mlktribute.com or 
call (510) 287-8880.  
 
OMCA Family: Celebrate MLK Day – Sunday, January 20, Noon - 3:00 p.m., Oakland Museum 
of California, 1000 Oak Street. Winners from the Oakland Unified School District’s Martin 
Luther King, Jr. Oratorical Festival will present their award-winning poetry. Create a one-of-a-
kind dream bottle to hold your dreams, hopes and wishes. All ages are welcome. For more 
information, please visit www.museumca.org/calendar/omca-family-celebrate-mlk-day or call 
(510) 318-8400.  
 
MLK Day of Service at Dover Street Park – Sunday, January 20, Noon - 4 p.m., Dover Street 
Park, 5707 Dover Street. Local neighbors will come together and make their garden dreams a 
reality. Activities include a potluck, skill sharing, garden fun and community building in 
partnership with Phat Beets Produce Market. For more information contact Peter Collier, 
Community Gardening Coordinator, at (510) 238-2197.       
 
Jazz at the Chimes – Sunday, January 20, 2:00 p.m., Chapel of the Chimes, 4499 Piedmont 
Avenue. Jazz at the Chimes kicks off its 2013 season with Bay Area jazz luminaries Larry 
Vuckovich, Jackie Ryan and John Santos. For more information, please visit 
www.jazzatthechimes.com or call (510) 654-0123.  
 
Martin Luther King, Jr. Day of Service – Monday, January 21, 8:30 a.m. - Noon, Martin Luther 
King, Jr. Regional Shoreline, Oakport Athletic Field, 5737 Oakport Street. Volunteers will help 
restore the shoreline along Damon Marsh Trail with the removal of invasive species, and the 
planting of native plants. Volunteers will also have the opportunity to remove debris from the 
shoreline at this East Bay Regional Park District park. For more information, please visit 
www.ebparks.org/activities/events/Martin_Luther_King_Day_of_Service_2013_s_p1226?Event
Mode=View&EventOccurrence=0.   
 
10th Annual Bay Area Martin Luther King, Jr. Day of Service – Monday, January 21, Various 
Oakland locations. Celebrate the life of Dr. King while working together to bring a positive 
change to the lives of the underprivileged. His legacy is found not only in civil rights, but also in 
civic responsibility and uniting people of all backgrounds to act on community concerns. Service 
locations include Lakeside Park and The Gardens at Lake Merritt, 666 Bellevue Avenue, 9:00 
a.m. - 1:00 p.m.; Madison Middle School/Sobrante Elementary School, 400 Capistrano Drive, 
9:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m.; Fruitvale Community School/Lazear Elementary School, 824 29th 
Avenue, 9:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m.; and the annual MLK Day of Service Tree Planting, 27th and 
Market streets, 10:00 a.m. - 2:00 p.m. For more information, please visit www.mlkchallenge.org, 
email sfpbayarea@gmail.com or call (510) 427-1605.  
 
15th Annual “Make the Dream Real” – Monday, January 21, 10:00 a.m. - Noon, McClymonds 
High School, 2607 Myrtle Street. Dr. Matthew Fox, Kokomon Clottey and Kevin Taylor will 
host this event encouraging more Americans to celebrate the Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. national  
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holiday as a day on for service. The keynote speaker will be Dr. Wade Nobles, professor 
emeritus in the Department of Africana Studies, the School of Ethnic Studies at San Francisco 
State University and the founder and executive director of the Institute for the Advanced Study 
of Black Family, Life and Culture, Inc. Three Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. Awards will be given 
to deserving community members who are doing exemplary service work. For more information, 
please visit www.ahc-oakland.org or call (510) 652-5530.  
 
Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. Rally – Monday, January 21, 10:00 a.m. - 2:00 p.m., ILWU 
LOCAL #6 Hall, 99 Hegenberger Road. The Rally works to keep Dr. King’s dream alive through 
peace, justice, non-violence and education. The keynote speaker will be Assemblymember 
Nancy Skinner who will be joined by youth speakers from the Martin Luther King, Jr. Freedom 
Center. For more information, please call (510) 798-5535.  
 
CORE Pet Preparedness Class – Thursday, January 24, 6:30 - 8:30 p.m., Children's Hospital 
Outpatient Center, 744 52nd Street. This class will teach you how to care for your animals during 
a disaster. Learn about animal issues in an emergency including how to handle, contain and 
manage animals in your neighborhood. Discussion will include how to prepare a disaster kit and 
disaster plan for your own animals. There will be a shuttle between this location and the 
MacArthur BART station and paid parking is available in an adjacent parking structure. For 
more information and to register, please visit www.oaklandcore.org or call (510) 238-6351.  
 
Mentoring Appreciation Event – Friday, January 25, 5:00 - 8:00 p.m., Oakland City Hall, 1 
Frank H. Ogawa Plaza. Join Dr Elnora Webb, President of Laney College, and Mayor Jean Quan 
at a community celebration to honor the unsung heroes who mentor Oakland’s youth. If you are 
a mentor/mentee, please bring your counterpart. January is National Mentoring Month, and the 
Mayor plans to declare January 25 as Mentoring Day in Oakland. R.S.V.P. by January 18 to 
rsvp2MJQ@gmail.com.   
 
Off the Grid: Lake Merritt at OMCA – Friday, January 25, 5:00 - 9:00 p.m., Oakland Museum 
of California, 1000 Oak Street. The Bay Area’s most talked-about food truck party comes to 
Oakland. Enjoy a family-friendly take on a festive night market on 10th Street with curbside 
cuisine. For more information, please visit www.museumca.org or call (510) 318-8400.  
 
Oakland East Bay Symphony Concert: A Woman’s Life – Friday, January 25, 8:00 p.m., 
Paramount Theatre of the Arts, 2025 Broadway. Concert with Michael Morgan, Conductor, 
based on the poetry of Maya Angelou with Angela Brown, soprano. For more information, 
please visit www.paramounttheatre.com.   
 
White Elephant Preview Sale – Sunday, January 27, 10:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m., White Elephant Sale 
Warehouse, 333 Lancaster Street. Join bargain hunters, treasure seekers and vintage collectors 
for the first chance to check out all the fantastic finds at the biggest and best rummage sale in the 
West, which is a fundraiser for the Oakland Museum of California. For more information, please 
visit www.whiteelephantsale.org.   
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Winter Concert – Sunday, January 27, 3:00 p.m., Holy Names University, 3500 Mountain 
Boulevard. The Oakland Youth Orchestra marks its 49th season with this concert featuring a 
Russian romance theme. For more information, please visit www.oyo.org.  
 
23rd Annual African American Celebration through Poetry – Saturday, February 2, 1:00 - 4:00 
p.m., West Oakland Branch Library, 1801 Adeline Street. This year’s event marks the 150th 
Anniversary of the Emancipation Proclamation and the 50th Anniversary of the March on 
Washington. Poets of all ages, especially those sharing their work for the first time, are 
encouraged to participate. Light refreshments served. For more information, please visit 
www.oaklandlibrary.org/events/west-oakland-branch/23rd-annual-african-american-celebration-
through-poetry or call (510) 238-7352.  
 
Read-in! – Saturday, February 2, 1:00 - 5:00 p.m., Marcus Books, 3900 Martin Luther King, Jr. 
Way. To promote literacy and encourage a love of literature, children and adults are invited to sit 
and read any book they choose to bring or purchase. Adults can read to children, children can 
read silently or aloud to others. The event will feature a DJ, healthy snacks and a free raffle for a 
Marcus Books gift certificate. The event is co-sponsored by Ile Omode School and is open to the 
public. For more information, please visit www.MarcusBooks.com or call (510) 652-2344.  
 
Oakland Lunar New Year Bazaar – Saturday, February 2 & Sunday, February 3, 10:00 a.m. - 
5:00 p.m., Oakland Chinatown, 9th and Franklin streets & Pacific Renaissance Plaza. The 
Oakland Chinatown Chamber of Commerce celebrates the Year of the Snake with live 
entertainment, lion and dragon dancing, martial arts demonstrations and vendors selling 
traditional Chinese New Year decorations. For more information, please visit 
www.oaklandchinatownchamber.org or call (510) 893-8979.  
 
Funky Soul Stop ENStallation – Saturday, February 2 to Wednesday, February 27, Various 
Hours, Lakeview Branch Library, 550 El Embarcadero. Get ready to get down with a funky 
visual treat as Ed N. Sted brings his Mixed-Media-Funk Collection to the Lakeview Branch. This 
art exhibition celebrates Ed N. Sted's Funky Soul Stop, a local business celebrating 20 years of 
music, art, vintage and cool. For more information, please call (510) 238-7344.  
 
Black History Month Walking Tour – Saturday, February 2, 10:00 a.m., Tour meets at the 
African American Museum & Library at Oakland, 659 14th Street. This 90-minute guided 
walking tour highlights the African-American leaders who helped shape present-day Oakland 
including Lionel Wilson, Robert Maynard, Delilah Beasley and others. For more information, 
please visit www.oaklandnet.com/walkingtours or call (510) 238-3234. 
 
Black History Month Walking Tour – Wednesday, February 6, 10:00 a.m., Tour meets at the 
African American Museum & Library at Oakland, 659 14th Street. This 90-minute guided 
walking tour highlights the African-American leaders who helped shape present-day Oakland 
including Lionel Wilson, Robert Maynard, Delilah Beasley and others. For more information, 
please visit www.oaklandnet.com/walkingtours or call (510) 238-3234. 
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Celebrate African American Heritage Month with Bodac Cultural – Thursday, February 7, 
10:30 a.m., Eastmont Branch Library, 7200 Bancroft Avenue, Suite 211 and at 1:00 p.m., 
Brookfield Branch Library, 9255 Edes Avenue.  Celebrate the music and dance of Africa with 
Bodac Cultural, an international African Traditional drumming, singing, dancing and performing 
arts group that originated in West Africa. For more information regarding the event at the 
Eastmont Branch Library please call (510) 615-5726. For Brookfield Branch Library, please call  
(510) 615-5725.  
 
Mindful Drumming: Community Wellness & Healing – Saturday, February 9, 2:30 - 5:00 p.m., 
Attitudinal Healing Connection, Inc., 3278 West Street. Mindful Drumming is a transformative 
learning process that offers individuals opportunities to heal ancient wounding, to forgive 
through the nonverbal process of rhythm and sound and to experience the natural richness that 
diversity brings. Participants will utilize rhythm and sound as a way of raising awareness, 
practicing the art of listening and raising consciousness for a rich experience of joy and peace. 
There will be drums available. For more information, please visit www.ahc-oakland.org or call 
(510) 652-5530.  
 
Ishmael Reed: Reading and Book Signing – Saturday, February 9, 6:30 - 8:00 p.m., Marcus 
Books, 3900 Martin Luther King, Jr. Way. Legendary Oakland author Ishmael Reed, one of the 
most outspoken voices in African American literature, will discuss his latest book, “Going Too 
Far: Essays About America's Nervous Breakdown.” For more information, please visit 
www.MarcusBooks.com or call (510) 652-2344. 
 
Celebrate African American Heritage Month with Bodac Cultural – Wednesday, February 13, 
10:15 a.m., Elmhurst Branch Library, 1427 88th Avenue. Celebrate the music and dance of 
Africa with Bodac Cultural, an international African Traditional drumming, singing, dancing and 
performing arts group that originated in West Africa. For more information, please call (510) 
615-5727.  
 
Celebrate African American Heritage Month with Bodac Cultural – Thursday, February 14, 
3:30 p.m., Golden Gate Branch Library, 5606 San Pablo Avenue. Celebrate the music and dance 
of Africa with Bodac Cultural, an international African Traditional drumming, singing, dancing 
and performing arts group that originated in West Africa. For more information, please call (510) 
597-5023.  
 
25th Annual African American Cultural Celebration – Thursday, February 14, 7:00 - 8:30 p.m., 
First Congregational Church, 2501 Harrison Street. Join St. Paul’s Episcopal School for an 
evening honoring the influence of African American music on world music. The event includes 
performances by student bands and guest artists of gospel, soul and jazz music. For more 
information, please visit www.spes.org or call (510) 285-9630.  
 
Anthony Browder: Lecture and Book Signing – Friday, February 15, 6:30 - 8:00 p.m.,  
Marcus Books, 3900 Martin Luther King, Jr. Way. Scholar, author and cultural historian 
Anthony T. Browder’s three decades of study have led him to the conclusion that ancient 
Africans were the architects of civilization and developed the rudiments of what has become the  
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scientific, religious and philosophical backbone of mankind. He will discuss his bestselling book, 
“Nile Valley Contributions to Civilization.” For more information, please visit 
www.MarcusBooks.com or call (510) 652-2344. 
 
Year of the Snake/Lunar New Year Festival 2013 – Saturday, February 16, 11:00 a.m. - 4:30 
p.m., Asian Cultural Center, 388 9th Street, Suite 290. Event will include cultural performances, 
arts & crafts expo and artists workshops for the whole family. Free and open to the public. For 
more information, please visit www.oacc.cc.  
 
 

Respectfully submitted, 
        
     /s/ 
 DEANNA J. SANTANA 
 City Administrator 
 


