
   
   

 
 
 
                   

                                                                     MEMORANDUM 
                     

 
 
 TO:  HONORABLE MAYOR & FROM:   Deanna J. Santana     
                      CITY COUNCIL   
  
SUBJECT:  City Administrator’s Weekly Report               DATE:   May 25, 2012  
          ________________ 
 
 

INFORMATION 
 
Following are the key activities to be highlighted this week: 
 
City Administration Releases Proposed Mid-Cycle Budget for Fiscal Year 2012-13 –  Mayor 
Jean Quan and City Administrator Deanna J. Santana released a proposed Mid-cycle Policy 
Budget for fiscal years 2012-13 to maintain a balanced budget for the second year of the two-
year budget cycle. It proposes: 
 

 No layoffs, for the first time in more than four years; 
 Modest revenue growth; 
 Investment in essential services, such as an additional police academy, restoration of 

senior centers, economic development, funding for police evaluation and reforms, and 
street and parking meter repair; 

 Preservation of the reserve at a level not achieved in more than five years; and, 
 Investment in economic development and jobs growth. 

 
While Oakland’s long-term forecast is beginning to look more positive than it has in recent 
years, the City is still assessing the impacts of the Governor’s May Revised budget. The specific 
effects are unknown at this time; staff are actively monitoring developments in Sacramento that 
may impact the City of Oakland. The City has moved steadily over the past 17 months to build a 
sustainable budget through reductions and reorganizations, repaying internal debt, and building a 
more accurate baseline budget accounting for all major costs. By City Charter, the City Council 
must pass a balanced budget by June 30. A fact sheet summarizing the Administration’s budget 
proposals, modest revenue increases, status of the reserve and other details are available at 
http://www2.oaklandnet.com. 
 
Oakland  Named a Top 50 City For Global Trade – Oakland is being named one of the top 50 
Metropolitan Areas for Global Trade, which will be the subject of Global Trade Magazine’s 
cover story and a special report in the August/September issue. Rankings were based on the total 
merchandise export volume contributed by each of the top 50 metropolitan areas. Among the top 
25 metropolitan areas, merchandise exports increased by 21 percent from the reported prior year. 
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100% Strong Peace Event and Gun Buyback – On Saturday, June 2, Messengers4Change and 
100 Women Against Violence are hosting the 100% Strong Peace Event and Gun Buyback on 
from 10:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. Community members will be marching from East Oakland (100th 
Avenue/International Blvd.) and West Oakland (City Hall) to culminate at De La Fuente Plaza  
in the Fruitvale District for a resource fair.  Both walks begin promptly at 10:00 a.m. The goal of 
this peace rally, resource fair and gun buyback is to engage the community in violence 
prevention and to inform community of the multitude of resources and services available to 
them. The first 100 Oakland residents participating in the Gun Buyback will receive a $100 gift 
card. For more information, please contact Jennifer Argueta at (510) 238-2056 or 
jargueta@oaklandnet.com. 
 
Visit from the Chinese Delegation from the People's Government of Shenzhen Municipality – 
In late June, the Chinese delegation from the People's Government of Shenzhen Municipality 
will be visiting Oakland and meeting with staff. The purpose of the visit is to promote 
international cooperation and exchanges of knowledge and best practices with American 
counterparts in the operation and administration of the municipal government, and the 
application of information technology solutions to help the public sector achieve e-government 
success. The delegation is interested in hearing about the City’s strategy and good practices in 
the application of information technology solutions to effectively reduce government costs, 
facilitate the delivery of public services, increase engagement of citizens in public matters, and 
achieve better outcomes in major policy areas. For more information, please contact Maisha 
Everhart, Mayor’s Senior Policy Advisor on Intergovernmental Affairs at (510) 238-4991, or at 
meverhart@oaklandnet.com.   
 
National Missing Children’s Day Observed in Oakland – Today, on Friday, May 25, the 
Oakland Police Department (OPD), in partnership with the National Center for Missing and 
Exploited Children (NCMEC), observed National Missing Children’s Day by participating in the 
national Take 25 child safety campaign.  National Missing Children’s Day serves as an annual 
reminder that there are thousands of children who are still missing, and is a day that stresses the 
importance of making child protection a national priority. Every year in America, an estimated 
800,000 children are reported missing - more than 2,000 each day. Of that number, 200,000 are 
abducted by family members, and 58,000 are abducted by non-family members, for which the 
primary motive is sexual abuse. Each year, 115 children are the victims of the most serious, life-
threatening abductions. The Take 25 campaign is a campaign created in 2007 by NCMEC. The 
campaign began on May 1 and continues through May 25 every year in communities throughout 
the country. This year, OPD held a Safety & Information Fair at Verdes Carter Park, located on 
9600 Sunnyside Street. The event was attended by children, parents and guardians. The event 
and campaign encouraged parents to take 25 minutes to talk to their children about safety and 
ways to prevent abduction. To learn more about the NCMEC or to make a donation, please visit 
their website at www.missingkids.com. For more information, contact Rozelynn Johnson-
Spearman at (510) 238-3641, or Rjohnson-spearman@oaklandnet.com. 
 
Creating a Lasting Impression: National Public Works Week 2012 – Oakland Public Works 
Agency joined thousands of other cities this week to honor the 52nd annual National Public Works 
Week. Public Works Week is a special opportunity to educate and inform the public about the  
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essential role public works plays in the maintenance and stewardship of the City, contributing to 
the quality of community life. The purpose of the week is to bring attention to the work of public 
works and to honor employees who care for the infrastructure day in and day out. This public 
outreach campaign also strives to increase public understanding about the importance of a well-
maintained infrastructure for public health and safety. The 2012 National Public Works Week 
theme "Creating Lasting Impressions” provides an opportunity for residents, visitors and 
businesses to be aware of the day-to-day effort that is required to keep Oakland at its best. The 
more than 700 employees in Oakland Public Works are proud to do our jobs in support of all the 
neighborhoods and people who call Oakland home. For more information on Oakland Public 
Works, please visit the Public Works Agency website at www.oaklandpw.com 
 
Diligent Police Work, Along with Community Involvement, Yield Suspect’s Arrest – On May 
16, at 10:40 a.m., the Oakland Police Department (OPD) responded to a call of a burglary on 73rd 
Avenue and Spencer Street. When officers arrived on scene, they were provided with a 
description of a vehicle and license plate, as well as a description of multiple suspects involved 
in the burglary. Included in the stolen items were three firearms. Acting on a tip from the 
community, officers located the suspect’s vehicle in the 2300 block of Church Street on May 17 
and conducted a vehicle stop. They were able to identify the driver as Oakland resident, Michael 
Baldwin, a 23-year old male, as one of the burglary suspects. On May 20, officers located a 
second suspect in the 6900 block of Foothill Boulevard. Oakland resident, Ronnie Yarbrough, a 
26 year old male, was also arrested in connection with the burglaries. Both suspects have been 
charged with multiple felonies and police have recovered one firearm and one pellet gun along 
with other items taken.  The Oakland Police Department would like to thank members of the 
community for their assistance in this case. With continued community involvement, support, 
and cooperation, they can further our impact on crime. For more information, please contact the 
OPD Media Relations Office at (510) 238-7230 or opdmedia@oaklandnet.com. 
 
Annual Solid Waste Garbage Rate Adjustment – The Public Works Agency has concluded the 
annual solid waste rate and fee adjustment exercise, which will result in an increase to the 
customer rates of 2.33%, and an increase to fees that WMAC pays the City of 2.40%.  Oakland 
ratepayers will be notified of the 2.33% rate increase by postcard in early June.  The increase 
will appear on the July 1, 2012 garbage bill, which will be accompanied by an insert that 
describes the actual amount of the increase for typical 35 gallon per month garbage service.  The 
cost of monthly residential garbage service for the 35-gallon garbage cart plus the recycling and 
yard trimmings collection services, will increase by $.065 per month from the current $27.98 to 
$28.63.  For more information, contact Susan Kattchee, Environmental Services Manager at, 
skattchee@oaklandnet.com or (510) 238-6382.  
 
Vote for DeFremery Park in the Sprite Spark Parks Project – This spring, young basketball 
players across the country will see their well-used neighborhood basketball courts bounce back 
to life. Through the Sprite Spark Parks Project, Sprite is giving people an opportunity to direct 
grants for the courts that are important to them by lending their vote at 
www.SpriteSparkParks.com. The National Recreation and Park Association selected DeFremery 
Park as a candidate to receive up to $15,000 to renovate the DeFremery basketball courts.  Please 
vote for DeFremery through May 31 at SpriteSparkParks.com by using the code:  



To: Honorable Mayor and City Council 
Subject: City Administrator’s Weekly Report 
Date: May 25, 2012  Page 4   

   
   
 

 

 
SPRITEPARKSVOTE. For more information, please contact Mark Hall, Project Coordinator 
(510) 238-2389 or mhall@oaklandnet.com. 
 
Oakland Fire Department (OFD) Hosts Open House – On Saturday, May 19, the Oakland Fire 
Department (OFD) hosted its third community Open House event of the year at Station 18, 
located at 5008 Bancroft Avenue. It was a great opportunity for the fire fighters to “meet their 
neighbors” as 50-60 local residents attended the Open House. The crew was happy to open the 
doors of their newly constructed station and conduct tours for visitors. This event, which was a 
collaborative effort with community partners, focused on fire safety education and involved the 
support of other departments within the City of Oakland including the Oakland Police 
Department’s Crime Prevention Unit. Participants received valuable information on fire safety 
and prevention, OFD youth mentoring opportunities, and the CORE (Communities of Oakland  
Respond to Emergencies) Boot Camp Training series program. The OFD will be hosting 
additional Open House events throughout the rest of the summer and early fall, and all are 
encouraged to attend. Anyone wishing to assist with these future events may contact the OFD 
Fire Safety Coordinator, Karen Cox at (510) 238-7255 or kcox@oaklandnet.com. 
 
Arroyo Viejo Recreation Center’s CEO All-Star’s took 1st place in National Cheer 
Championship – On Sunday, May 20, the Arroyo Viejo Recreation Center’s CEO All-Star’s 
took 1st place as the 2012 American Cheer Power National Girls Cheerleading Champions for the 
3rd time in a row!  Supported by volunteer coaches, Girls Sports funding and C.E.O (Community 
Enrichment Organization), the Office of Parks and Recreation is very proud of the C.E.O All-
Stars for representing the City of Oakland in the National Championship.  For more information, 
please contact Maribel Corral, Recreation Supervisor at (510) 861-0732 or 
mcorral@oaklandnet.com.   
 
Upcoming Employment Opportunities – The Department of Human Resources Management 
anticipates the following new job postings for the week of May 29, 2012:  

 Graphic Delineator  

 Microcomputer Systems Specialist II  

 Police Services Manager I  

For the most up-to-date information on City jobs, please view the Employment Information page 
on our website at: http://agency.governmentjobs.com/oaklandca/default.cfm. The website also 
contains information on minimum qualifications of specific job classifications, how to apply for 
a job on-line, and how to submit a job interest card for positions not currently posted. 
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Information Memorandums: 
 
The following Information Memorandums were released in the last seven days. 
 
PFRS Pension Obligation Bonds – The purpose of this informational report is to provide the 
City Council with information to respond to recent questions on why it is in the best interest of 
the City to issue Pension Obligation Bonds (“POB’s”) to finance the City’s contributions for the 
City’s closed Police and Fire Retirement System (“PFRS”) and answer the question “Why issue 
POBs and what is the benefit?” http://www2.oaklandnet.com/w/OAK034960 
 
Officer-Involved Shooting Family Protocol – This Informational Memorandum provides 
background on the Oakland Police Department (OPD) protocol now in place to better assist the 
next of kin of officer-involved shooting fatalities. http://www2.oaklandnet.com/w/OAK034935 
 
 
Upcoming Meetings and Events:  
 
Bites Off Broadway – Continuing every Friday through October 12, 5:30 p.m. to 8:30 p.m. 
Studio One Art Center, 365 45th Street. Bites Off Broadway will include food, live music, games 
and family entertainment every Friday evening while the weather is good.  For more information, 
please contact Karis Griffin, Recreation Supervisor (510) 597-4027.  
 
Movies in the Park at Redwood Heights Recreation Center – Friday, May 25, at Dusk, 3883 
Aliso Avenue.  Bring your lawn chairs, blankets and the whole family for these great family 
favorites—Friday, May 18, Seabiscuit and Friday, May 25, Footloose. Popcorn and hot 
chocolate for sale, proceeds support the Redwood Heights Recreation Center scholarship fund.  
For more information, please visit: http://www2.oaklandnet.com/w/OAK033549  
 
6th Annual Indie Awards Celebrate Oakland's Revolutionary Businesses & Artists –  
Thursday, May 31, 5:30 p.m., Kaiser Center 300 Lakeside Drive. Established in 2006, the 6th 
Annual Oakland Indie Awards will feature a full evening packed with activities celebrating 
Oakland's local businesses, artists and artisans. For details, visit www.oaklandindieawards.com.    

13th Annual Spring Community Flea Market – Saturday, June 2, 8:00 a.m. – 3:00 p.m., North 
Oakland Senior Center, 4714 Martin Luther King, Jr. Way. To reserve space, volunteer or donate 
to the Spring Community Flea Market, please contact the North Oakland Community Center at 
(510) 597-5085. 
 
Messengers4Change and 100 Women Against Violence to Host 100% Strong Peace Event and 
Gun Buyback – On Saturday, June 2, 10:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m. Members of the community will be 
marching from East Oakland (100th Avenue/International Blvd.) and West Oakland (City Hall) to 
culminate at De La Fuente Plaza in the Fruitvale for a peace rally, resource fair and gun buyback.  
Both walks begin promptly at 10:00 a.m. and the event will run from Noon to 4:00 p.m. The 
objective is to engage the community in violence prevention and to inform the community of the 
multitude of resources and services available to them. For more information please contact  
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Jennifer Argueta at (510) 238-2056 or jargueta@oaklandnet.com. For more information about 
Messengers4Change, please visit: www.messengers4change.org. 
 
East Bay Open Studios – Saturday, June 2— Sunday, June 3, 11:00 a.m. - 6:00 p.m. and 
Saturday, June 9—Sunday, June 10, 11:00 a.m.- 6:00 p.m. During the first two weekends in 
June, and throughout the year by appointment, East Bay Open Studios connects the public with 
over 400 artists in 14 cities in the East Bay. Since 1979, this event remains the largest art event 
in the region and draws an annual audience over 50,000! Download your Directory with maps 
here.  
  
Once Upon A Time--Adults Only Costume Party at Children's Fairyland – Thursday, June 7, 
6:30-9:30 p.m., Children’s Fairyland on the shore of Lake Merritt at Grand Avenue. Last year, 
Children's Fairyland welcomed over 500 guests, and raised over $67,000 for their renowned 
storybook theme park, which celebrates imagination and literacy. With a theme of "Pure 
Imagination," guests came dressed in fairytale and storybook attire, and were treated to 
performances, food and drink from local restaurants and wineries, and a silent auction. You don't 
want to miss out on this magical experience! Details and tickets at 
fairyland.org/support_fairyland/annual_gala_dinner.htm    

Movies in the Park at Redwood Heights Recreation Center – Friday, June 8, at Dusk, 3883 
Aliso Avenue. Bring your lawn chairs, blankets and the whole family for these great family 
favorites:  Friday, June 8— Chicken Little, Friday, June 22—Puss In Boots. Popcorn and hot 
chocolate for sale, proceeds support the Redwood Heights Recreation Center scholarship fund.    

The Great American Backyard Campout – Saturday, June 23, 2:00 p.m. – June 24, 10:00 a.m., 
Joaquin Miller Park, 3594 Sanborn Drive. Turn off televisions, iPods, video games, computers 
and cell phones to connect with nature, family and friends at The Great American Backyard 
Campout. The Campout, a national overnight event sponsored by the National Wildlife 
Federation, encourages families, youth and individuals to campout overnight in their backyards 
or local parks and discover the fun of being in the great outdoors! For more information, please 
contact Stephanie Benavidez at (510) 238-6644 or sbenavidez@oaklandnet.com.  
 
Auditions for Sobrante's Got Talent – Saturday, June 23, 3:00 - 5:00 p.m., Madison Middle 
School Auditorium, 400 Capistrano Drive. The Sobrante Park Resident Action Council and the 
Alameda County Public Health Department present the 2nd Annual Sobrante's Got Talent on June 
23. $200 grant prize in each of four categories: Singing, Dancing, Other and Family. For more 
information, please contact Allen at (510) 636-4111 or email 
sobranteparktalentshow@gmail.com.    

Summer Sailstice Boating Open House – Saturday, June 23, 5:00 p.m. – 7:00 p.m., Lake Merritt 
Boating Center, 568 Bellevue Ave. Enjoy free boat rentals on Lake Merritt in celebration of the 
Summer Solstice! All ages and abilities welcomed! Stay out late and boat until 8:00 p.m! For 
more information, please visit www.sailoakland.com or contact sherbelin@oaklandnet.com. 
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Making Public Service Meaningful – June 27-29, Merritt College, 12500 Campus Drive. A two-
day seminar sponsored by the Martin Luther King Jr. Freedom Center and California State 
University Department of Public Administration. This seminar will inspire and prepare public 
sector employees to see themselves as servants of the public, and for them to see the public as  
essential partners in their interactions with the agency and, to see the public as advocates for the 
mission of the agency. Open to public employees and the general public. Cost is $150 per 
person. To register, please visit: http://newpublicservice.eventbrite.com/. For more information, 
please visit http://www.mlkfreedomcenter.org/seminar or call (510) 434-3988.   
 
Play Day On The Plaza – Friday, June 29, 11:00 a.m. – 2:00 pm, City Hall Plaza, 1 Frank H. 
Ogawa Plaza. Learn to Play the OPR Way! Free games, activities, jumpers & face painting. For 
more information, please call (510) 597-5042. 
 

 

 

Respectfully submitted, 
        
     /s/ 
 DEANNA J. SANTANA 
 City Administrator 
 


