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Redevelopment tightens belt due to
tough economy

D

espite some signs that the economy may be improving, the worst recession since the Great Depression continues to
wreak havoc with government budgets at the national, state and local levels.

Oakland’s Redevelopment Agency is no exception. A decline in property values has diminished tax
increment revenues in the City’s redevelopment areas while, despite prior cuts, the state of California has been
grappling with a $19 billion deficit and the City has struggled to close a $32 million gap.
The state Legislature voted to take $1.7 billion from local redevelopment agencies in fiscal year 2009-10 and
another $350 million in the 2010-11 fiscal year that began July 1.
For Oakland, that has meant a reduction of $41.1 million in redevelopment funds in the fiscal year that
just ended, with another $8.4 million cut in the current budget year. Redevelopment agencies statewide have
sued the state over the taking of funds and are hoping to repeat the success of two years ago when they filed a
similar suit.
Already, the Redevelopment Agency’s budget, funded by tax increment revenue, had dropped from $139
million to $119 million. (When the assessed valuation of all property in a redevelopment area increases over
the value it had when the redevelopment area was created, the increase in tax revenue is funneled back into the
redevelopment area. That’s known as “tax increment.”)
Couple that decrease with the state’s taking of $41 million, and “that’s more than half the Agency’s current
budget,” says Gregory Hunter, deputy director of economic development and redevelopment.
With the City’s budget negotiations as a back-drop, Hunter recently discussed the Redevelopment Agency’s
current budget and fiscal state.
(continued on page 2)
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Redevelopment tightens belt …

(continued from page 1)

Q& A
How do you deal with such a precipitous
decline in funding?
 ow we deal with it is we look to the future, and we plan to
H
support those projects that will add to the increment, as opposed to
programs and projects that continue to deplete it. A term that has
become popular in this office is, “We look to make the cash register
ring.” We are in a position to do that. Fortunately, due to successful
bonding in late 2006, we have funds available to acquire sites for
potential redevelopment projects.
In October 2009, we went out to seek proposals on 10 sites in three
different redevelopment areas. We are in the process of negotiating
agreements for projects on five of those sites. Those five projects
will restore or create new tax increment, they will provide revenue
to the City in property transfer taxes and, ultimately, in sales tax as
well since they all are commercial retail developments. They will
also provide jobs in their respective communities and services in
underserved communities.
 ere are some bright spots. We know there is a willingness for the
Th
private sector to invest in our community. We need to be sure we
can play our part in bringing them to the table. In many cases, our
role is to bring in some bridge financing and assemble land to make
the establishment of a larger development a little more attractive.

What has caused the drop in tax increment revenues?
 ith the downturn in the economy, the assessed valuation of land
W
has decreased. We saw this first in the housing market, where land
and improvements were valued high. Then, when the bubble burst,
we saw a rapid drop in home values across the country. When someone’s residential property was valued at $100,000 and a month later
is valued at $60,000, the positive thing for that person is that they
pay less in taxes, but the Redevelopment Agency is receiving less
tax increment. What was happening in the housing market, we see
continuing in the industrial and commercial sectors as well.

Decem

 hen money was fluid and banks were financing and lending,
W
we had a rapid turnover of properties from one owner to another
owner. That increases your tax increment: every time there’s a
sale, there’s a reassessment and normally an increase, so we saw an
increase in tax increment. When no one is lending, no one is able to
sell their property.

Has this affected bonding, the other means by which
redevelopment agencies get funds?
The decrease in tax increment reduces our strength to take on
additional debt. In addition, the financial markets froze up. They
were not acquiring bond debt because they were waiting for the
other shoe to drop.
 e have a couple of areas in which we need to bond, but the decline
W
in tax increment doesn’t paint a good picture to the bond market,
knowing that repayment is based on tax increment.

What’s the overall impact of these declines and the loss of
revenues to the state and the City’s general fund?
 e are concerned. We have seen with recent projects and our
W
efforts to attract investment to Oakland, with the strategic purchases
of land and measured contributions to development projects that
we will continue to see investment in Oakland. If we do not have
the resources to do that, either from continued takings by the state
or other obligations to the City of Oakland, then we are hurting our
ability to grow the tax increment in the near and long-term future.

Are any Redevelopment programs in jeopardy?
 specially in redevelopment areas that are still emerging, those
E
10 years old or younger, we have a number of programs that are
intended to help those communities. Some of those programs will
have their funding decreased, if not cut completely. For instance, we
had been able to sponsor mural projects the last two years, but with
continued decreases in Central City East increment funding, we’re
not able to continue.
 ecause of obligations to the state and City, we are also looking
B
at reduced funding levels for one of the more successful and
wide-reaching redevelopment programs, the Façade and Tenant
Improvement programs. That concerns me greatly. Those programs
have led or at least contributed to the resurgence of Downtown,
have had a a tremendous impact on commercial corridors in East
Oakland and are having a significant impact on commercial
corridors in West Oakland.
It is our key tool in matching funds of business owners and
property owners and creating a public-private partnership to help
businesses establish themselves within our commercial corridors. In
return, they are investing in Oakland, providing valuable services
and hiring Oakland workers.
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Transit Village, bustling with
retail and housing, is conveniently located
on the BART line.

s The

historic Oakland Fox Theater opened
its doors after a massive renovation that
restored the building to its former glory.
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little girls await their turn to swim
in the renovated de Fremery Pool. Mosaic
art on column by Larry Sultan and Mike
Mandel.

Message from deputy Director

I

Gregory Hunter, deputy Director of Economic Development and Redevelopment
t’s summer in Oakland, the perfect time to stroll through
your neighborhood commercial district, visit a farmers’ market
or check out Downtown Oakland for new restaurants or
free concerts and events from Oakland City Center to Jack
London Square.
Despite continued economic challenges, there remains a lot to
celebrate in Oakland and its redevelopment areas.
This issue of Redeveloping Oakland highlights those contrasts. Here
we provide a frank discussion of the Redevelopment Agency’s budget
and its impacts on the redevelopment of neighborhoods in which you
live, work or operate a business. Our budget remains tight, at the mercy
not only of the local economy but of funding decisions made at the state
and City levels.
But we are looking forward, focusing our limited resources and
investments in areas that will increase revenues and improve the vitality,
safety and services in our redevelopment areas.

Gregory D. Hunter

To that end, we’re proud to announce that plans are underway for
the development of two East Oakland supermarkets and an Uptown
entertainment complex. We’re also supportive of efforts to bring more
retail options to Oakland and to support and promote the many
wonderful local businesses and shopping districts we already have.
If you have a business you’d like to open or expand, make sure
to check out our story on the Oakland Business Assistance Center,
which is earning rave reviews from users as a one-stop shop for helpful,
friendly and free advice and assistance.
In addition, work is moving forward on plans for the former
Oakland Army Base that will strengthen the position of the Port of
Oakland, an economic engine for our region, and create jobs.
We’re also proud of our investments in a new fire station,
library, teen center and tot lot that will have a positive impact on
redevelopment-area residents and the city as a whole.
Enjoy your summer. We hope you’ll take advantage of all that
Oakland has to offer.
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development creates safe, healthy neighborhoods

E

specially in these tough economic times, the
Redevelopment Agency is working hard to target
limited resources to best improve the lives and
livelihoods of the people who live and work in the
City’s redevelopment areas.
From a fire station to a library and a teen center to a tot lot,
the following projects are reducing blight and bringing safety,
vitality and much needed services and resources to the areas’
residents and businesses

CENTRAL CITY EAST
Fire Station No.18
Thanks entirely to redevelopment funds, Central City East
community members welcomed a new, state-of-the art fire
station on June 14.
Built with $10 million in redevelopment funds, the
new Fire Station No. 18 replaced the outdated and outmoded
firehouse that had been at 1700 50th Avenue for more than
80 years.
The building had deteriorated significantly and was
unable to adequately house firefighters and modern emergency response equipment, jeopardizing service to the
surrounding community. The building was considered
seismically unsafe and hazardous in the event of a major
earthquake, and retrofitting it was found to be impractical
and not cost-effective.
The station also has been certified as a
LEED Gold standard building for its green
construction, the first building in
Oakland to earn that esteemed rating.

Under an expedited schedule, the old 5,700-square-foot
building was demolished in April 2009.
Designed by Oakland-based architects Shah-Kawasak
and constructed by Swinerton Builders, the new
10,000-square-foot, two-story firehouse can accommodate modern equipment including two engine trucks and
a ladder truck, as well as crew and officers’ quarters, a
kitchen and dining room, a training room and a new meeting
room for use by the community.
The station also has been certified as a LEED Gold
standard building for its green construction, the first building
in Oakland to earn that esteemed rating.
The station also includes a public art project, a mosaic
work entitled “Generations,” by Oakland artist Laurel True,
inspired by the Tree of Life and symbolizing the connectivity
between the station and the surrounding community.

The artwork – consisting of two exterior mosaic murals facing 50th and Bancroft
avenues, a mural within the community room and a historic Fire Department
photo-transfer tile mural for the second-floor courtyard – is composed of handcut ceramic tile, mirror, fused diachronic glass, historic photos transferred onto
anodized aluminum and recycled materials including concrete and brick from the
former Fire House 18 building and salvaged asphalt from the surrounding streets.
(continued on page 5)

below: Mosaic Tile details of “Generations” by Oakland artist Laurel True.
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(continued from page 4)

COLISEUM
Rainbow Teen Center
A formerly vacant building has been transformed
into a teen center through the collaboration of
Redevelopment, Councilmember Desley Brooks’
office and volunteer efforts of the PulteGroup, Inc.
and Rebuilding Together Oakland.
The site, adjacent to the Rainbow Recreation
Center on International Boulevard, was purchased
with approximately $800,000 in redevelopment funds
three years ago. Another $180,000 for improvements
was awarded through the Redevelopment Agency’s
Neighborhood Projects Initiative.
But the project had stalled because additional
funds necessary for improvements were not available.
Employees from PulteGroup, Inc. and volunteers
from 33 of its trade partners came to the rescue in
March, as part of Rebuilding Together Oakland,
which organizes volunteers to repair homes of lowincome and disabled residents and community
facilities throughout the City.
The teen center was the largest effort yet for PulteGroup, Inc. which began working with Rebuilding
Together Oakland five years ago.

Employees from Pulte and volunteers
from 33 of its trade partners came
to the rescue in March, as part of
Rebuilding Together Oakland,
which organizes volunteers
to repair homes of low-income and
disabled residents and community
facilities throughout the City.

The Teen Center has state-of-the-art audio equipment (above) and a new
kitchen (below).

“The importance of what they have done goes beyond words,” says Brooks,
the District 6 councilmember. “This PulteGroup, Inc. team transformed a vacant
eyesore and made it into a place of hope and opportunity where teens can gain
skills that could one day lead them to a career path.”
Employees of PulteGroup, Inc., a new home builder with several developments
in the Oakland area, and its partners spent countless hours and making improvements to the site, from demolition to landscaping to new flooring and appliances.
“With the help of many trade partners and consultants, we were able to make
the vision of a teen center a reality,” says Bill Sadler, land development manager
for PulteGroup, Inc.’s Bay Area division, who helped spearhead the company’s
efforts. “Despite the difficult housing market, our partners’ willingness to donate
manpower and materials enabled us to take on a much larger scope than we
dreamed possible.”
(continued on page 6)
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redevelopment creates …
(continued from page 5)

East Oakland Community Library

The long-awaited East Oakland Community
Library on 81st Avenue is almost a reality.
The $14.3 million library expects to open
to the community this fall. Redevelopment
contributed $4 million to the project, allowing it to secure $6.5 million in state matching
funds.
The library will include Spanish-language
materials, a community meeting room and a

computer lab, as well as a range of services for
children, teens and adults, including literacy
classes and workforce assistance. It will be the
largest branch library in the system at 21,000
square feet.
It will also be shared by two neighboring
public schools, ACORN Woodland Elementary and EnCompass Academy, the first jointuse library in the City, and used by 11 others.

“The beauty of this project is that not
only will the public be able to enjoy this
branch library, the schools will as well,” says
redevelopment area manager Larry Gallegos.
The project, which received a LEED Silver
rating for its green construction, also includes
a stunning public art project of art glass
windows by Rene Yung.
Visit www.oaklandlibrary.org to learn more.
(continued on page 7)

In addition to the art glass window installation, the new library will include
Our Oakland: Eastside Stories, an integrated public art project by artist Rene Yung that will create an
online archive of stories told by East Oakland residents about their community.
Our Oakland is a citywide collaboration between the people of Oakland, the Oakland Public Library,
Oakland Public Art Program and community partners.
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LEGEND
1. Tot Lot Structure
2. Perennial Garden/Future Sand Box
3. Climbing Rock
4. Picnic Tables (2 ea.) anchored on concrete pad
5. Bench (2 ea.)
6. Entry Gate (3’) and Dual Maintenance Gate (4’)

Existing 5-12 Age Play
Area

4
7

7. Trash Receptacles (2 ea.) anchored on concrete pad
8. New Perimeter Chainlink Fence

9

9. Existing Trees to Remain and Protected
10. Rubberized Protective Surfacing

4

11. Concrete Paving
12. Tot Swings (ADD ALTERNATE)
13. Activity Panel System

5

6

13

11

3

12

1

8

10

9

14
11

MATERIALS LEGEND
1530 sf

Pour-In-Place Rubberized Surfacing

1850 sf

Concrete Paving

218 sf

Sand (Future Phase)

2
5

6

14. Play Tunnel System (2)

7

Existing Lawn
325 lf

New 48” ht. Perimeter Black Chainlink Fence
Scope of Work

9

0’

20’

Tot Lot Site Plan - Preferred Concept
Mosswood Park

Tot Lot Concept Design

A u g u s t

8 ,

2 0 0 9
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(continued from page 6)

BROADWAY/MACARTHUR/SAN PABLO
Mosswood Tot Lot

Construction is also set to begin on a new “tot lot” for Mosswood Park,
a fenced-in play structure for younger children funded by the
Redevelopment Agency and neighboring Kaiser Permanente.
The previous tot lot adjacent to the historic Moss House had
been a splintered, unusable mess when neighborhood resident Carla
Paliaga applied in 2007 for funds to replace it through Redevelopment’s
Neighborhood Projects Initiative (NPI) program.
The project received $50,000 that year and another $50,000 the
following year.
But the project stalled due to problems with the site and funding.
That’s when Kaiser, as part of its mitigation for its ongoing hospital expansion, stepped in and agreed to pay the remaining $100,000
needed for construction of the new playground. Kaiser also has donated
construction management services.
“It has been a long process, but it’s finally on the right track,” says
Paliaga, a former chair of the Greater Mosswood Neighborhood
Association, whose daughter was 1 when she started working on the tot
lot. That daughter is now 4, and she has a second child who is almost 1.
“This park is such an amazing resource. We go to it every day,” she
says. Improvements like a dog run, also funded through the NPI program, and better maintenance by the Office of Parks and Recreation
have made the park more inviting, she adds.

“It seems like more and more people are using the park,” which is the
neighborhood’s only large open space, she says.
“We’re very excited about this project. It fills such a huge need in
Mosswood Park,” says Kathy Kleinbaum, a project manager with the
Redevelopment Agency. “Mosswood is a beautiful park, but it is still
lacking in facilities.”
Adds Paliaga: “This wouldn’t have happened without assistance
from Redevelopment. Of all the people involved, Kathy and her staff
have worked really hard to make this happen.”

The previous tot lot adjacent to the
historic Moss House had been a splintered,
unusable mess when neighborhood resident
Carla Paliagaapplied in 2007 for funds to
replace it through Redevelopment’s
Neighborhood Projects Initiative
(NPI) program.
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The Redevelopment Agency is
currently in negotiations with Foods
Co., which is owned by Kroger Foods,
to open two new supermarkets
in East Oakland, a region in which
better access to fresh, affordable food

Supermarkets to open
Hopes for more retail to follow

A

s Oakland solidifies its reputation as a dining mecca, Redevelopment and City

staff are working to make the City as attractive to retailers as it has become to
restaurants. Already, some of those efforts are paying off.

The Redevelopment Agency is currently in negotiations with Foods Co., which is

has long been a need and

owned by Kroger Foods, to open two new supermarkets in East Oakland, a region in

desire of residents.

which better access to fresh, affordable food has long been a need and desire of residents.
Foods Co. was among those businesses that responded to a Notice of Development
Opportunities (NODO) that the Agency issued for 10 properties it had purchased and
assembled in parcels large enough to make them attractive to developers. The Agency
                 is moving forward on plans for five of the sites.
                Foods Co. hopes to build a 72,000-square-foot store on a four-acre site at
                   the corner of 66th Avenue and San Leandro Street, near the Oakland                    Alameda County Coliseum. Under the deal, the Agency would sell the land
                      to Kroger at market rate. The store, which would be the area’s largest when it opens
        in fall 2011, would employ more than 100 workers and is estimated to bring in
       $50,000 a year in sales tax revenue.
Foods Co. is also looking to open a similar-sized store on non-Agency-owned land in
    the Foothill Square Shopping Center.
The Redevelopment Agency has been working with Kroger, one of the nation’s largest
supermarket chains, for more than two years. The company also operates stores under the
Ralph’s, Fred Meyer, QFC and Food 4 Less names.
(continued on page 9)
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supermarkets to open
(continued from page 8)

The Agency is also negotiating with Orinda-based Sunfield
Development for two other parcels that would include retail development.
One is a $21 million, mixed-use entertainment center at 1800
San Pablo Avenue in the burgeoning Uptown district of Downtown
Oakland, near the Fox Theater. It would include 73,460 square feet of
retail space and a 301-space parking garage. The project could include a
bowling alley, sports bar or small grocery store.
The second Sunfield project is in East Oakland, at Foothill
Boulevard and Seminary Avenue. The $10 million development would
include 33,000 square feet of retail, including a pharmacy and small
grocery store.
Meanwhile, efforts continue to attract national retailers to Oakland
and to support and promote Oakland-grown businesses.
“We recognize at this time you’re not able to buy every item you
might need for your household or family, but we have 55 shopping
areas we would like to encourage residents to consider,” says Aliza
Gallo, who handles business development services for the City’s
Community and Economic Development Agency. “Each shopping
district has something unique or locally made or owned.”
Gallo recommends checking out the new Oakland Grown website
at www.oaklandgrown.org for lists of locally owned and independent
shops, restaurants and farmers’ markets, and information on neighborhood shopping districts and events.
She also encourages people with existing businesses and those
who might like to open a retail business to take advantage of available
services from the Oakland Business Assistance Center (see story on
page 10).
“We do have some national retailers, and we are working really hard
to fill in the gaps,” Gallo says. “We recognize Oaklanders need more
places to comparison shop for items such as household goods, large
furniture and women’s apparel.”
Gallo says the City continues to work to show national retailers
both the buying power of Oakland’s residents and the assistance the
City can provide to new businesses.
In particular, the Redevelopment Agency’s Façade and Tenant
Improvement programs, which have helped many new restaurants to
open, could prove to be attractive incentives for retailers, both in the
city’s Central District and in neighborhood shopping areas.
“We also want to help our businesses grow, and we’re interested
in working with existing businesses that might be looking for new
locations,” Gallo says.
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Business Assistance Center is introduced
by City Council and Oakland Redevelopment
Agency Board President Jane Brunner,
Executive Director of One California
Foundation Salvador Menjivar, Mayor
Ron Dellums and CEDA Director
Walter Cohen

photo © 2009 Nathanael Bennett

Free, easy help available at the Business Assistance Center

I

t has been a year since the Business Assistance Center opened its doors, but the center has made quite
an impact, in a short time, helping Oakland businesses open and expand.
Since the center opened in July 2009, 2,500 prospective and existing business owners have contacted
it for help navigating the sometimes labyrinth-like process for starting or growing a business, such as
seeking assistance with business plans, financing, City approvals and more. Of those contacts, more than
700 have solidified into “leads,” or documented cases in which the businesses hope to open or expand.
“We’re happy to be here to serve the businesses of Oakland,” says center manager Mike McPherson.
“We want people to be aware of what we do and take advantage of it. There aren’t that many free services
out there, and this is one of them.”
McPherson says the center’s website – www.oaklandbac.com – is the best place to start for those seeking
help. The site contains lots of information, as well as helpful links to other organizations that can provide
technical support, financing and more.
Contacting the center through a short questionnaire on the site allows McPherson and staff
member Juno Thomas to tailor their responses and assistance. They have even created 10 different flow
charts showing, step by step, how to start businesses in 10 fields, from retail to restaurants and light
manufacturing to childcare.
“It has proved helpful to people to have a map as they start a new business,” McPherson says.
Perhaps no one can explain the center’s value more than some of the clients it has helped.
“A wealth of information and referrals delivered before I even got home!” exclaimed satisfied client Heidi
Asztales of the Inside Out Project.
“I felt awkward having never tried to start a business before, but they were very receptive and helpful,”
says Benton Caroll. “I feel like I can go to them anytime, and feel more confident knowing I can ask them for
advice.”
Victoria Watson, who was working to open an advertising and sales development consulting business,
had tried several other avenues for help before finding the Business Assistance Center.
“I needed clear and concise answers to basic questions,” she says. “These answers were hard to find until
I wandered into the Oakland BAC office. What a difference!”
“The staff was absolutely professional, welcoming and informative right from the start,” Watson adds.
“I’ve even passed their information on to other fellow entrepreneurs who are serious about growing their
business here, and I was shocked how many of them were unaware of the center’s existence, location and/or
its services.”
“It seems the Oakland Business Assistance Center is the best hidden secret this City has to offer!”
The center’s ground-level office, at 270 Frank Ogawa Plaza, is open Monday through Friday from 8:30
a.m. to 5 p.m. and can be reached at 510-238-7952.
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Army Base plans move forward

P

lans are moving forward for the redevelopment of the former Oakland
Army Base. A five-year implementation plan for the former base and nearby
Port of Oakland, residential and industrial areas was approved on July 6 by
the Oakland City Council, acting as the Oakland Redevelopment Agency
Board. The plan aims to reduce blight, create jobs, promote economic development and
enable the Port to operate more efficiently and expand its capacity.
The 1,800-acre project area is bounded by Wood Street, and the inner, middle and
outer harbor areas of the Port of Oakland, the Interstate 80 approach to the Bay Bridge
and the East Bay Municipal Utility District Waste Water Treatment facility.
The Redevelopment Agency hopes to execute a master development agreement
for the Army Base with the developer team consisting of AMB Property Corporation
(AMB), a global real estate investment trust, based in San Francisco and California
Capital Group (CCG), headed by Oakland developer Phil Tagami. The Agency entered
into a 360-day exclusive negotiating agreement with AMB/CCG in January, and has
been working on the terms of a development agreement.
The developers have proposed using both City- and Port-owned parcels to support
the operations of the nation’s fifth-busiest port by increasing capacity for importing and
exporting containers, and for warehousing and distribution of goods in the region and
nation through expanded rail service. The City’s plan also includes the development of a
truck parking and service facility to decrease truck traffic and parking in residential areas
of West Oakland.
The Redevelopment Agency Board recently approved the establishment of a
$16.3 million Infrastructure Development Fund from accumulated leasing and utilities
revenues.
“This is the most substantial building block we have laid down,” says redevelopment
area manager Al Auletta. “It demonstrates to everybody that we have the money and are
setting it up specifically for the development of the Army Base and, more specifically, for
the development of its infrastructure.”
“It’s a signal to Washington that we have substantial local dollars available, which will
help us leverage millions of dollars in grant funding,” he says.
Preparing the former base for development – including site preparation, environmental remediation, new infrastructure, utilities and streets, and expanded rail systems
– could cost an estimated $525 million.
Meanwhile, plans continue for a major, mixed-use residential project in the 16th and
Wood streets subarea, including the reuse of the historic 16th Street Train Station.
The nonprofit Restoration Association for Improving the Landmark 16th Street
Station (RAILS) is continuing work on a feasibility study with consultants from
developer California Capital Group for reuse of the 1912 Beaux Arts station, which
has been vacant since the 1989 Loma Prieta earthquake. The group received a $400,000
pre-development loan from the Redevelopment Agency, which has also provided a
smaller grant to protect the historic building from weather, vandalism and other hazards
until it is ready to be developed.
Already, more than 300 new units of housing, both for sale and rental, have
been built in the project area in the Pacific Cannery, Zephyr Gate and Ironhorse at
Central Station developments, including 98 units of affordable housing for very
low-income residents.
(continued on page 12)
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New book tells
Army Base stories
As work moves forward to transform the
former Oakland Army Base for new uses, a new
book looks back to celebrate the history and
important contributions of the base.
The Oakland Army Base: An Oral History,
published by the University of California (UC)
Berkeley’s Bancroft Library, tells the story of
the base from its construction in 1941 to its
decommissioning and closure in 1999, in the
words of those who worked and lived there.
The book is the culmination of a three-year
oral history project designed to capture the
historic significance of the Army Base, and
commemorate and preserve its human stories.
Nearly 50 people, including former employees,
community members and policy-makers, were
interviewed for the book, which was undertaken
by the Regional Oral History Office (ROHO) of
UC Berkeley’s Bancroft Library. The project was
commissioned and funded by the City of Oakland
and Port of Oakland as part of the mitigation for
the loss of historic resources in the redevelopment of the base. To celebrate publication of the
book, the project team held a book launch party
in July at the West Oakland Senior Center. About
a dozen of the oral history interviewees attended.
	For more information, including interview
transcripts and videos, visit http://bancroft.
berkeley.edu/ROHO/projects/oab/index.html.
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army base (continued from page 11)
Redevelopment estimates that as many as
1,260 more housing units could be built or
substantially rehabilitated in the project area
in the next decade.
Planning is also underway for a major new
park in the Army Base area called the Gateway

Park, which would open sometime after the
construction of the new eastern span of the
Bay Bridge is complete and the old bridge is
deconstructed by 2015.
Two public workshops have been held to
gather input on designing Gateway Park. The
most recent, in June, presented three different

concepts which included the creation of new
wetland areas, bike and pedestrian trails, and a
“destination” experience such as a Ferris wheel,
public art or restaurant.
Planners hope to produce a project study
report this fall. For more information, visit
www.baybridgegatewaypark.org.

2

3
5

1

6

4

From top left, clockwise: 1) Oscar C. Wiley, Jr.; 2) Marilyn
Sandifur and Anne Whittington, Port of Oakland; 3) Port
of Oakland Director, Omar Benjamin and Queen Thurston
(interviewee); 4) book team: Margaret Sullivan, Oakland
Redevelopment Agency, Martin Meeker, ROHO editor and Celia
McCarthy, Port of Oakland; 5) Some of the interviewees gathered
for a group photo: standing, from left to right: Mary Myers, Davetta
Thibeaux, Martin Meeker, Gordon Coleman, Aliza Gallo, Ellen
Wyrick-Parkinson and Stan Rudney; seated: Amy Estrada and
Janice MacDonald; 6) Richard Sinkoff, Port of Oakland
environmental program and planning director.
photos © 2010 Victor London
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