


Project Narrative
 
The wall sits in the San Antonio district of Oakland, more specifically the Rancho San
Antonio neighborhood within the district. What stood out the most during my research
were the continually changing demographics of the community here. Originating with the
native people who inhabited the land for 15,000 years, in the early 1800s the Spaniards
came to own the land in the form of Luis Peralta and his family. With the Gold Rush
came European immigrants along with the Yankees. During the displacement of the 60s
and 70s many Latino and Black families shifted from the West. Most recently in the 80s
and 90s we find an influx of Asian families, especially that of Vietnamese and
Cambodian descent.  Today there are 34 languages spoken here, making this the most
diverse neighborhood in one of the most diverse cities in the country.
 
In my painted mural I wanted to pay homage to the idea of movement, the concept of
people shifting over time. Also Children, I believe, exemplify the idea of the human
condition the purest form of humanity. In incorporating children I plan to make the
specific more universal. In the running I hope to convey the idea that play happens no
matter where children find themselves, whether it be a refugee camp – where many have
come from, an empty field, a village or an urban center. I recently saw an image of Syrian
children swimming in a bomb crater that had filled with water as bombs landed all around
them. Play conveys a sense of timelessness,
 
In my piece you’ll see Asian kids running, symbolically but also as a form of play.
Asian families are represented as the most recent group that has come to call Rancho San
Antonio home.
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UC Davis, BA-Studio Art, 2003     

Awards: 
2015 
Asian Pacific American Heritage Award, San Francisco, CA 
 
Solo Exhibitions: 
2012  
Halmoni Vintage, Don't Take it Personally, Oakland, CA 
 
2016 
Haddon Hill, Studies, Oakland, CA 
 
Group Exhibitions: 
2016 
SPARC, J’ouvert, Oakland, CA 
Long Weekend, Caution May Be Hot, Oakland, CA 
Red Poppy Gallery, Dualities, San Francisco, CA 
 
2015 
UN Plaza, Art Night SF, San Francisco, CA 
Paxton Gate, Strike Away, San Francisco, CA 
Yerba Buena Center for the Arts, Converge, San Francisco, CA 
Asian Art Museum, Brother Moon and Sister Sun, San Francisco, CA 
Banjul, Interlaced, Seoul, South Korea 
Center for Recharge, Interlaced, Seogwipo, Jeju-do, South Korea 
Bernal Hill, Knock Off Biennale, San Francisco, CA 
Sothebys, Green and Grey, San Francisco, CA 
 
2014  
San Pablo Gallery, Soft Infrastructure Hard, San Pablo, CA 
Paxton Gate, 3636, San Francisco 
Marion and Rose, Mills Bills, Oakland, CA 
Mills College Art Museum, Mixed Messages, Oakland, CA 
The Sub, Proof of Work, San Francisco, CA 
 
2013 
Bar Basic, Traumatic, San Francisco, CA, 1 month 
 
2012  
Southern Exposure, Point Of No Return, San Francisco, CA, 1 month 
Regeneration, Stories in Process, Oakland, CA, 1 month 
Box Factory, Faces, San Francisco, CA, 1 month 
 
 
 
 



2011  
Regeneration, We Collaborate!, Oakland, CA 
The Layover, Rejuvenation, Oakland, CA 
Club One, Paintings and Photos, Oakland, CA 
 
 
Fllms: 
2016 
Interlaced, documentary, producer, director (In-progress) 
 
 
Film Screening: 
2013 
Eighth Street, The New Parkway, Oakland, CA 
 
 
Teaching Experience: 
2013-14 
Teaching Assistant, Mills College, Oakland, CA (courses taught: Painting 1, Advanced 
Sculpture, Sculpture 1) 
 
 
Lectures, Presentations and Workshops: 
2016 
“Art in the Context of our Current Reality,” presenter, sponsored by Korean American 
Student Association, U.C. Santa Cruz, CA 
“Journey to Now,” presenter, Mural 1, Oakland, CA, California College of the Arts 
 “Grace and Justice,” workshop, Creating Options Together Conference, Minneapolis, 
Minnesota 
 
2015 
“Never Ending Story,” presenter/workshop, CHIC Conference, Nashville, TN 
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Materials)and)Methods)Description)
)
I)will)be)using)a)sprayer)to)lay)down)large)amounts)of)paint)for)most)efficient)
maximum)coverage.)Then)I)will)be)using)a)paint)roller)to)attain)more)detailed)
coverage)in)an)alternate)color.)Next)I)will)lay)down)a)grid)to)carefully)lay)in)a)
detailed)sketch)of)the)image)over)the)wall,)using)a)scissor)lift)to)reach)the)highest)
points.)Beyond)that)I)will)hand)paint)the)figures)with)brushes)and)latex)paint,)using)
spray)paint)along)at)points)the)way)to)fill)in)details.)Finally)once)the)image)s)are)fully)
painted)in)I)will)cover)the)wall)with)a)sprayed)on)clear)coat)solution)for)longevity)
and)protection.))
)
Materials:)
Nova)Color)

Spray)Paint))

Clear)Coat)TSW)

Scaffolding/Scissor)Lift)

Spray)Gun))

Brushes)

Tape)

Yard)Stick)

Snap)Line)

Plastic)Sheeting)

Tarp)

Buckets)

)
)



Wednesday, November 2, 16



Wednesday, November 2, 16



Wednesday, November 2, 16



Wednesday, November 2, 16





Timeline:(
(
Tuesday,(November(15(–(Gathering(of(materials(and(order(delivery(of(scaffolding.(
(
Monday,(November(21(–(Build(scaffold.(Tape(and(plastic(cover(to(protect(areas.((
(
Tuesday,(November(22(–(Start(the(layout(of(image(process(on(wall.((
(
Tuesday,(November(29(–(Completion(of(painting(on(wall.(
(
Saturday,(December(3(–(Spray(on(clear(coat(protective(layer.((
(
Note:(Specific(dates(subject(to(change(based(on(approval(and(start(dates(but(the(
duration(remains(the(same.((
(
(



Budget:(
(
Nova(Color:($700((

Spray(Paint:($150((

Clear(Coat(TSW:($577.99/5(gallon((150(sq(ft/gl(=(750(sq(ft)(

Additional(Materials:($250((

Scaffolding:($500((

Spray(Gun(Rental:($150(

Insurance:($1,700(

Permits:($120(

Assistant:($200(

Artist(Fees:($2,500((

Donated(Labor(Hours:(112(hours 

Total(Budget:($6,847.99(



Maintenance(Plan(
(
Based(on(personal(experience(and(careful(observation(I’ve(come(to(understand(the(
behavior(of(the(graffiti(culture(in(Oakland.(For(the(most(part(there(is(a(mutual(
respect(for(mural(pieces(that(show(thought(and(skill.(Unfortunately(sometimes(there(
are(those(that(deface(murals(regardless.(These(writers(tend(to(hit(the(mural(soon(
after(it’s(completed.(If(they(are(repainted,(within(a(reasonable(amount(of(time,(the(
mural(will(be(left(alone.(There(may(be(a(few(initial(occurrences(before(the(wall(is(left(
to(live(in(peace.((I(have(made(an(agreement(with(the(owner(that(once(these(
alterations(occur(I(will(be(notified(in(a(timely(matter(and(I(will(come(to(repair(the(
damaged(areas.(I(will(do(this(as(many(times(as(is(reasonable(and(within(a(reasonable(
budget.((
(
(



           March 16, 2015

Dear Councilman Abel,

This is being written on behalf of The Lake Merritt Business Association in 
support of Dave Kim, who has been a member, neighbor, friend and supporter. 

As you know the goal of LMBA is to create safe and positive environments for 
Oakland businesses to succeed and engage the local community similarly. 
Through our efforts as a local organization and conjunction with the city we strive 
to make our neighborhood a better place for all. Whether it be the monthly safety 
meetings, the National Night Out extravaganzas, outdoor movie nights, or 
canvasing, we do what we can. 

I know Dave as an active community partner, even having sat on the board for a 
brief period, has the same heart that we do. Dave's open mind and willingness to 
work with the neighborhood in sharing the kind of artwork he does works well. He 
has been grounded and well liked with everyone in the neighborhood. He 
frequently participates in our events to engage with the community, and his 
artwork is amazingly pleasant to look at.

I believe that he will be a good steward of any funds he receives and will use it 
well to benefit the local community. 

Steve Ma
President, Lake Merritt Business Association 



 

 
 
 
Councilmember Abel Guillen, District 2  
Oakland City Hall, 1 Frank H. Ogawa Plaza, 2nd floor,  
Oakland, CA 94612 
 
Hi Abel! 
 
I am writing you on behalf of The Lake Neighbors in support of our neighbor and local muralist/artist Dave 
Kim who is responding to Murals Proposal you have out for District 2… 
 
I think you are familiar with Lake Neighbors already (neighbors from all areas @ about 450 plus on our list 
serve – about the same amount on our FB group with some overlap).   
 
Our whole mission is to create/support strong positive events and also work for safety in our neighborhood – 
solution focused and action focused.  Dave genuinely embodies that whole Gestalt, really – he did before we 
met him as a tremendous active community outreach role with Regeneration Church when he worked there and 
every day after that to today.  His solid commitment to the neighborhood had a big part in getting us growing so 
rapidly in the beginning.  He is an original Lake Neighbor from when we started. 
 
Whatever Dave does is so full of soul and heart and with the utmost respect.  Whether it is mediating between 
neighbors or creating a powerful and affecting mural.  He takes the time to understand at a very deep level what 
is needed to heal and what the deeper layers of a story are in each person or in each creation.   
 
He is also a very, very gifted artist.  Paintings and murals.  Actually, there was a documentary that he was 
featured in not too long ago if you want to get a sense of just one dimension of Dave, but he has likely given 
you that information (if not, here is the URL for the preview:   https://vimeo.com/39109457 ). 
 
I know that if he was free to create and enhance and uplift where we live he would rise above our expectations 
and I hope he is able to find any support available to do this.   
 
Thank you for all you are doing and how you are diving in and being present, involved and available. 
Please contact me if you have any questions that would help you with any decisions on this. 
 
Much support & Friendship, 
 
 
Sasha Esposito San Roman 
The Lake Neighbors 
 
 
 

https://vimeo.com/39109457
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