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TO: Oakland Oversight Board   

FROM: Laurie N. Gustafson, Board Counsel OFFICE: San Francisco 

DATE: September 22, 2016 

RE: Legal Activities and Fees – Item # 6 

     

 Our legal fees for June 2016 totaled $1,938.00. There were no fees incurred in July or August.  The 
work in June related to the following:  Review and analyze recent correspondence from the Department of 
Finance; review and analyze information and documents received from the ORSA staff and attorneys 
regarding the proposed Assignment of the Amended and Restated Owner Participation Agreement with 
SKS for the Development at 1100 Broadway; prepare Memorandum on the proposed SKS Assignment and 
forward to ORSA staff; prepare for and attend June 27, 2016 meeting of the Oversight Board. 

In addition, I would like to inform the Board that I have accepted an offer to join the San Francisco 
office of Burke, Williams & Sorensen, LLP, where I will be reunited with several real estate and land use 
partners who used to be at Sedgwick.  Burke also has a large office in Oakland.  

 
As you may know, Burke represents the City of Oakland on a number of different matters, including 

some of the actions that have come before the Oakland Oversight Board.  Consequently, my continued 
representation of the Oakland Oversight Board after moving my practice to Burke would present a conflict 
of interest.  As result, unfortunately, I need to withdraw from continued representation of the Oakland 
Oversight Board, effective September 27, 2016.  It has been a privilege and honor to have served the Board 
in this capacity for the past four years. 

 
I do not want to leave the Board without good counsel.  Of course, the Board may hire any counsel 

that it desires, but I strongly recommend attorney Craig Labadie.  Craig's resume is attached.  I met Craig 
during the course of my representation of the Oakland Oversight Board; we both participated in many 
conference calls of Oversight Board counsel throughout California who were all advising their Boards on 
many of the difficult matters to come before those Boards.  I found Craig to be knowledgeable and 
thoughtful.  As you can see from Craig's resume, he has many years of experience in presenting public 
entities including many other Oversight Boards.  Craig has deep knowledge of redevelopment and the 
complex laws requiring the dissolution of the former redevelopment agencies.  Craig is ready and able to 
represent the Oakland Oversight Board, beginning on September 27, 2016, if the Board chooses to select 
him as Board counsel. 

 
On behalf of Craig, I will present a Resolution to the Board at the September 26, 2016 Board 

meeting authorizing the Board to accept the withdrawal of Sedgwick LLP as Board counsel and hire the 
Law Offices of Craig Labadie as new counsel for the Oakland Oversight Board.  Craig's proposed 
Professional Services Agreement will be attached to the Resolution. 

 
Thank you for the opportunity to have served as Board counsel.  I wish each of you of the best in 

your future endeavors.  
 



CRAIG LABADIE 
             

 
PROFESSIONAL EXPERIENCE 
 
 
LAW OFFICES OF CRAIG LABADIE      2012 - Present 
Sole Practitioner 
 
Contract City Attorney for the City of Albany (part-time).  Special Counsel for the City 
of Walnut Creek on planning and land use matters.  Special Counsel for Redevelopment 
Dissolution Oversight Boards in Alameda, Belmont, Foster City, Menlo Park, Millbrae, 
Pacifica, Redwood City, San Bruno, San Leandro, San Ramon, and South San Francisco.  
Special Counsel for Cities of El Cerrito, Fairfield, Palo Alto, San Mateo and Sunnyvale 
on various legal matters.  Previously Special Counsel for the City of Concord on issues 
pertaining to the military base reuse planning and property disposition process for the 
former Concord Naval Weapons Station.   
 
CITY OF CONCORD        2000 – 2011 
City Attorney 
 
Served as the chief legal advisor to City Council, Redevelopment Agency, Concord 
Naval Weapons Station Local Reuse Authority, City Boards and Commissions, and all 
City Departments.  Represented the City and oversaw outside litigation counsel in 
connection with liability claims and litigation, including municipal code enforcement 
litigation.  Subject matter areas included Brown Act, Public Records Act, Political 
Reform Act, municipal finance, public works, land use and environmental law, 
redevelopment, labor and employment, military base closure, law enforcement, and 
general municipal law. 
 
 
MCDONOUGH, HOLLAND & ALLEN, Oakland, California  1989 – 2000 
Shareholder, Public Law Department  
 
City Attorney for the Cities of Mill Valley, Sausalito and Hercules 
Acting City Attorney for the City of Novato 
Special Counsel for numerous Bay Area cities 
 
Founding shareholder of Bay Area office for Sacramento-based firm representing local 
public agencies.  Areas of specialization included general municipal law, land use and 
environmental law, open government laws, eminent domain, annexations, development 
agreements, developer fees and exactions, inverse condemnation, public works, 
redevelopment, and municipal finance.   
 
 



 -2- 

 
 
MCCUTCHEN, DOYLE, BROWN & ENERSEN, Walnut Creek  1988 – 1989 
Attorney, Land Use and Local Government Group 
 
Represented cities and private sector clients on land use matters and related litigation. 
Handled litigation involving land use initiatives, CEQA, development agreements, 
general plans and housing elements. Negotiated development agreements and 
provided advice concerning CEQA compliance. 
 
 
LEAGUE OF CALIFORNIA CITIES, Sacramento, California  1985 – 1988 
Legislative Attorney 
 
Represented cities before the California Legislature and state agencies on issues 
pertaining to CEQA, environmental law, hazardous materials, land use, housing, parks 
and recreation and solid waste.  Worked extensively with city council members, 
planning commissioners, city managers, city attorneys, and planning directors from 
cities throughout California in connection with the League’s legislative and educational 
efforts.  Provided staff support for League Policy Committees, City Attorneys 
Legislative Committee, and Legal Advocacy Committee. 
 
 
RUTAN & TUCKER, Costa Mesa, California    1982 – 1985 
Attorney, Public Law Department 
 
Assistant City Attorney, City of Laguna Beach 
Deputy City Attorney, Cities of San Clemente and Irvine 
 
Provided contract city attorney services and served as special litigation counsel to 
several Southern California cities.  Staffed meetings of City Councils and Planning 
Commissions. Represented cities in litigation concerning CEQA, land use, housing 
elements, and hazardous waste cleanup.  Assisted in preparing development 
agreements and redevelopment agreements. 
 
CALIFORNIA SUPREME COURT, Associate Justice Stanley Mosk  1981 – 1982 
Annual Law Clerk 
 
Researched and drafted Supreme Court opinions, evaluated cases presented for 
hearing, and supervised student externs.   Drafted manual for handling appellate writs. 
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PROFESSIONAL ASSOCIATIONS 
 
 
LEAGUE OF CALIFORNIA CITIES - CITY ATTORNEYS DEPARTMENT  

Department Representative on Board of Directors (2013-2015) 
President (2006-2007) 
Department Officer (2004-2006) 
President, Contra Costa County City Attorneys Association (2001) 

 President, Bay Area City Attorneys Association (1996) 
   
 
CALIFORNIA STATE BAR 
 Public Law Section, Executive Committee (1989-1992) 
    Editor, Public Law Journal  
 Member, Contra Costa County Bar Association (1988-Present) 
 
 
CONTINUING EDUCATION OF THE BAR 
 Chair, Continuing Education of the Bar Governing Committee (1998-1999) 
 Member, Continuing Education of the Bar Governing Committee (1994-1997) 
 Chair, Joint Advisory Committee on Continuing Education of the Bar (1993-1994) 

Chair, Continuing Education of the Bar Subcommittee on Real Property Law 
(1991-1993) 

 
 
LEGAL EDUCATION 
 
 
UNIVERSITY OF CALIFORNIA, DAVIS 
 Juris Doctor Degree (1981) 
 Order of the Coif  
 Editor, U.C. Davis Law Review 
 Best Brief Award, Environmental Moot Court Competition 
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