
From: Greg Stults
To: OBOT
Cc: Rebecca Chekouras; June Grant; JILL SCHNUGG; Ric Gagliardi; Linda Romine; daron tong; Zach Blume; Vinh

Pho; Jamin Creed; Vince Vega; Lev Dagan; Chimene Pollard; Jackie Gallanagh; Linda Marks; Steven Marks;
Vivian Kahn; Larry Mortimer; Carol Moor; Pete Castiglione; Harold P. Jones; William Nettles; Malcolm D. Plant;
Grace Hall; Jonathan Freedman; Richard Wartell; Sam Talent

Subject: Fwd: coal statement for hearing
Date: Monday, June 27, 2016 3:21:34 PM

Sent from my iPad

Begin forwarded message:

From: Greg Stults <gstults47@gmail.com>
Date: June 27, 2016 at 3:00:51 PM PDT
To: Nancy and Greg <gstults47@gmail.com>
Subject: Fwd: coal statement for hearing

Sent from my iPad

Begin forwarded message:

From: Gregory Stults <gstults47@gmail.com>
Date: June 26, 2016 at 3:37:28 PM PDT
To: OBOT@oaklandnet.com
Subject: coal statement for hearing

Five years ago we moved to West Oakland from
Iowa … the land of pollution.  Iowans are experts in
polluting land, water and air. 

Iowans are also experts in advancing specious
arguments that hide serious health issues behind
economic interests that are ultimately more about
profit for corporations and wealthy landowners than
jobs for exploited workers.

Being from south central Iowa, I know quite a bit
about coal and pigs.  I know even more about the
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kind of greed that pretends dollars are more
important than health … about the kind of greed that
feeds on short-term thinking, about the kind of greed
that feels insulated, by money and location, from the
devastating consequences their sleight-of-hand
mumbo jumbo unloads on the average American.  

 I have known coal miners who worked in shafts and
coal miners who worked in pits my whole life.  Even
though I enjoyed listening to storytelling old farts
when I worked in my Dad’s store as a teenager, I
was always a bit disgusted by the old miners.  Many
of them had great stories, but I couldn’t stand their
deep, wet, phlegmy coughs … coughs that were
caused by black lung, emphysema and chronic
bronchitis.  Looking back I cannot think of one of
those guys who lived to be truly old.  Most of them
were only in their 50s and 60s, and most never saw
70.  The cause of their diseases … their coughing …
their misery … was simple … COAL DUST! 
Merciless coal dust!  Coal dust that once it has
entered the lungs cannot be destroyed or removed by
the body.  Coal dust that does not care if you breathe
it in working in the mines or if you breathe it in
when it is imported into an urban environment.  No
matter what, it will get you.

 It seems to me West Oakland already has enough
visible soot and documented heath problems caused
by that soot.  It seems to me that any elected decision
maker who signs off on importing more soot is
trading health for dollars … the health of their
constituents who, too often, are treated as if worth
less than money.

Over the years, I have learned a few things about the



corporate interests and the wealthy interests who
convinced Iowans to let them raise several 
thousands of pigs in confinement facilities they
scatter across the countryside in large and growing
numbers:

They sell bullshit … or in their case pig shit:
 "Trust us.  We know what we are doing.  We will
not spill a drop of the     millions of gallons of pig
shit we will store in shit-tight ponds above your
water supplies.  It will never run into your streams
and rivers." 

They break the rules they agree to:  "We will
never spread pig shit onto frozen ground

 They exploit loopholes:  "If the laws say we can
only put 2000 pigs in one facility, we will put 1999
in separate buildings and  register each to a different
LLC, all on the same site, using the same utilities,
and you cannot do anything about it."

They lie:  "Our operations will cause no health problems. 
And by the time you can prove we do, we will have raped
you and the land of fortunes.  And we will be so well
established you will not be able to stop us.  In fact, if you
allow us to get our nose under the tent, we will be inside
before you know it.  We will do anything we want and
screw your fines; they will be but the small price of doing
business." 

Bottom line:  Sound familiar.  Pipelines across frozen
tundra?  Tobacco products inhaled into the lungs of our
sons and daughters?  Coal in Oakland? In fact,  Iowa pig
interests operate by the playbook developed over decades
by the tobacco industry.  Iowa decision makers grabbed
the money, held their breath and bought it hook, line and
sinker.  The coal interests are using the same effective



playbook.  We don’t have to buy it … unless our elected
decision makers buy it for us.

Greg Stults


