Klein, Heather

From: Woo, Winnie

Sent: Monday, June 27, 2016 12:31 PM
To: Wald, Mark; Klein, Heather
Subject: FW: Coal Legal Analysis Needed
FYI

From: City Administrator's Office

Sent: Monday, June 27,2016 12:11 PM
To: Woo, Winnie

Subject: FW: Coal Legal Analysis Needed

FYI

From: Ralph Kanz [mailto:rkanz@sonic.net]

Sent: Monday, June 27, 2016 11:55 AM

To: DL - City Council

Cc: Office of the Mayor; City Administrator's Office
Subject: Coal Legal Analysis Needed

Dear City Council:

After reviewing the staff report for today's hearing on the coal issue one item is clearly missing from the report; an
independent legal review of the City's position on coal.

The attorney representing Mr. Tagami and his group raised a number of legal issues that he contends would prohibit the
City from banning coal transport through the Port. Given the amount of money that has already been spent on
consultants to prepare the report on the health and safety issues associated with coal, the relatively small additional
expense of an independent legal opinion could both save the City time and money.

First, an independent legal analysis could reduce the City's future litigation costs by reducing the issues that expose the
City to having a decision overturned in court. Second, by reducing the potential for future legal action the project would
proceed without the delays resulting from litigation.

Without going into specific concerns | have about the current staff report, and there are a number, it seems to me that
the prudent path is for the City to hire an independent attorney who understands the law on this issue as well as Mr.
Tagami's attorney. | suspect a legal review could be provided in a relatively short time-frame and allow the City to move
forward with banning coal in a way that will withstand legal challenge.

Ralph Kanz



