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2. Project Narrative 

 

 

Bench Projects is an artist-led public art platform showcasing work by North Oakland artists on "bus 

bench galleries" at North Oakland AC transit stops.  Bench Projects features work by North Oakland 

artists on bus bench galleries at AC transit stops along Shattuck Avenue, 55
th

 Street, MLK Jr. Way, and 

Market Street. Bench Projects is working to transform under-utilized bench ads (a mix of public and 

private space) with print-based artwork that engages new audiences, celebrates local talent, and 

activates public space. Another goal is to create new opportunities for artists to work locally. 

 

Bench Projects launched in February 2015 with funding from Alternative Exposure and now in its secon 

year and  with support from the City of Oakland Cultural Funding Program, we are able to add new bus 

bench galleries along Market Street, 55
th

 Street between Shattuck and Dover, and new bus benches 

along MLK.  

 

Ellen Lake started Bench Projects after seeing the same message ADVERTISE HERE, 1-800-234-5460, 

www.benchad.com on neighborhood bus benches for years. Cross an underpass and walk a few blocks 

and the benches might read Red Oak Reality or other real estate companies, but along Martin Luther 

King Jr Way, and Market Street they call out ADVERTISE HERE. These same neighborhoods are home to 

many talented and diverse artists. Bench Projects draws on this local creative spirit to infuse these 

under-utilized sites with Oakland made print-based projects. 

 

All work goes through the company benchad.com and they print, install, and clean the work if there is 

graffiti. The five new bus benches funded with support from the City of Oakland’s cultural funding 

project include bench art by Jet Martinez, Kelly Ording, and two by Lisa Solomon. 
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3. Artist Resume – Ellen Lake 

 

b. 1969, Falls Church, Virginia  

 

Education  

2000-2002     MFA, Mills College, Oakland, CA  

1987-1991     BA, Amherst College, Amherst, MA  

 

Awards  

2016 City of Oakland Cultural Funding Program, Bench Projects 

2015 Alternative Exposure Grant, Bench Projects, Southern Exposure 

2012 Experimental Media Arts Lab Residency, Stanford University 

2009 Sarah Jacobson Film Grant, Free History Project 

2008 Open Meadows Foundation, Project Grant 

2007 Juror’s Prize, Betting on Shorts, Palais de Tokyo 

2006 Juror’s Award, ArTech – New Media Works 

2005 Mediamaker Award, Bay Area Video Coalition 

2005 Individual Artist Grant, City of Oakland Cultural Funding Program  

2002 Herringer Prize, Mills College  

2001 Murphy & Cadogan Award, The San Francisco Foundation 

2000 Mills College Graduate Research Grant  

1999 Vermont Studio Center Residency Fellowship, Vermont Studio Center  

 

Exhibitions 

2015 Wish You Were Here, Peephole Cinema, San Francisco, CA 

          Chrysalis Lens: A Survey of Contemporary Video Art, Klaus Center for the Arts, CA 

2014 Resource: 9
th

 Street New Media Art Project, Block Gallery, Oakland, CA 

          All the World Has its Sky, Addison Windows Gallery, Berkeley, CA (solo show) 

2013 Actual Scale, Kala Art Institute & Gallery, Berkeley, CA 

          Instant Vintage, Interface Gallery, Oakland, CA * (solo show) 

2012 Seeking Silicon Valley, Zero1 Biennial, San Jose, CA 

          Seaworthy, e4c, Media Gallery, Seattle, WA * (solo show) 

2011 Currents 2011, Sante Fe International New Media Festival, Sante Fe, NM 

2010 Provocative.Objects: the Extradition, Patricia Doran Gallery, Boston, MA 

2009 The Big Switch: New Media, Film & Video, Sumter County Gallery of Art, Sumter, SC 

2008 Piece to Piece: Works from Kala Art Institute, Downtown, Berkeley, CA 

Subversive Complicity, The Lab, San Francisco, CA 

Centennial Video Special, Crawl Space Gallery, Seattle, WA 

Reconciling America, San Francisco Arts Commission Gallery, San Francisco, CA 

2007 Love/War/Sex, Exit Art, New York, NY 

Artbots: Philadelphia, The Esther M. Klein Art Gallery, Philadelphia, PA 

2006 Bound, Mama Buzz Gallery, Oakland, CA (solo show 

2005 By Any Means Un/necessary, Mission 17, San Francisco, CA  

2004 Geek-tique 3: The Geek-tique Roadshow, The Lab, San Francisco, CA 
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4. Examples of Past Work, 3-5 images of Bench Projects 2015

 

 

Lori Fischer, April – June 2015 (above), Ronnie Sampson

showed work at bus bench galleries, MLK/Aileen St and MLK/Arlington

 

 

 

5 images of Bench Projects 2015 

 

June 2015 (above), Ronnie Sampson (below) – residents of 600 block of 56

showed work at bus bench galleries, MLK/Aileen St and MLK/Arlington 

 

residents of 600 block of 56th Street, 



Ellen Lake, Bench Projects 

 

Lynn Beldner (above) and Steve Briscoe (below) first artists to show work for Bench Projects, Jan 

March 2015, also residents of 56th 

Aileen St. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

(above) and Steve Briscoe (below) first artists to show work for Bench Projects, Jan 

 Street, showing work along Shattuck Ace/55th

 

(above) and Steve Briscoe (below) first artists to show work for Bench Projects, Jan – 
th Street and MLK and 

 



Ellen Lake, Bench Projects 

5. Visual Proposal 

 

Proposed work by Jet Martinez 

 

1.  

 
 

2. 

 
 

 

Proposed work by Kelly Ording 

3.  
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Proposed work by Lisa Solomon 

 

4.  

 

 
 

5.  

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

6. Materials and Methods Description 

Benchad.com prints, installs, and maintains all of these bus bench spaces. 
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7. Photos of Site / 8. In-Situ Mockup 

 

Jet Martinez image 1 will go on bus bench at 55th Street between Shattuck and Dover (see below) 
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Jet Martinez image 2 will go on bus bench at MLK and 61
 

 

 

 

 

 

Jet Martinez image 2 will go on bus bench at MLK and 61st 
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Kelly Ording image 1 will go on bus bench at Market and Stanford (see below for site and artwork) 
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Lisa Solomon’s art will go on the side-by-side benches on Market Street/Stanford. (See below) 
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9. Timeline 

 

Jan 2016 – Artists Selected 

Feb 2016 Contract with benchad.com signed and files delivered and approved by company 

March 2016 – Install Dates TBD based on this approval 

April 2016 – Community Celebration and Bench Warming Party 

May 2016 - Open Call announced for next Oakland bus bench commissions 

June 2016 – Project continues, funding applications, new cycle 

 

10. Budget –  

INCOME  

$6,000 (Combination of City of Oakland Cultural Funding Support and Individual Fundraising) 

 

EXPENSES  

$750 artist honoraria 

$425 insurance 

$4475 bus bench rental and production 

$350 marketing, admin,  

$6,000 total 

 

11. Maintenance Plan – The sites are completely maintained by benchad.com including reprinting based 

on vandalism and graffiticleaning 

 

12. Community Outreach/Support – We have positive community participation and feedback to date.  

 

Below are quotes pulled from neighborhood emails 

 

Nancy Martin, 5/27/15 - Hi neighbors, 

Just a reminder that the bench-warming party for bus bench artists & 56th St. residents, Ronnie 

Sampson & Lori Fischer, is this Sunday, May 31st, 3-4pm at the corner of MLK and Aileen St. 

If you can’t make it to the party, the bench art will be up through July, so you can still check it out. 

Amazing! ~Nancy 

 

Steve Briscoe, 3/1/15 - Thank you all for showing support to us and for the Bench Project.  

We feel grateful to be part of this great community. We're looking forward to seeing the other 

artists' takes.  -- Steve 

 

Lori Fischer, 3/1/15 - So nice to connect with everyone at "The Bench Project". Yummy, yummy 

cookies - home baked by our awesome John, and chocolate truffles brought by Ronnie and Nancy! 

Really nice turn out. Congratulations, Ellen for putting this together and to Steve and Lynn for the 

beautiful, thoughtful art. Lori 

 

John Holme – 3/1/15 - What a great party we had at the bus benches! There were some awesome 

cookies :-), and a great turn-out from neighbors, friends, kids and dogs, including 10 (count 'em) 

10 cops, Council Member Dan Kalb and NCPC Chair Don Link. Many thanks to Ellen and Lynn for 



Ellen Lake, Bench Projects 

organizing it. I'm hoping we'll have more bench

out there that have been treated to a makeover by one of our very talented neighborhood artists.

thanks for the good times! 

John 

 

Bench Warming Celebration from

 

 

More comments and neighborhood feedback available upon request

 

 

 

 

 

 

Please call Ellen Lake at 510-520-6438 with any questions about Bench Projects.

 

Thank you for your support! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

organizing it. I'm hoping we'll have more bench-warming parties when there are more benches 

out there that have been treated to a makeover by one of our very talented neighborhood artists.

Bench Warming Celebration from 2015 (below) 

 

More comments and neighborhood feedback available upon request 

6438 with any questions about Bench Projects. 

warming parties when there are more benches 

out there that have been treated to a makeover by one of our very talented neighborhood artists. 
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AUTHORIZED REPRESENTATIVE

CANCELLATION

DATE (MM/DD/YYYY)CERTIFICATE OF LIABILITY INSURANCE

LOCJECT
PRO-POLICY

GEN'L AGGREGATE LIMIT APPLIES PER:

OCCURCLAIMS-MADE

COMMERCIAL GENERAL LIABILITY

PREMISES (Ea occurrence) $
DAMAGE TO RENTED
EACH OCCURRENCE $

MED EXP (Any one person) $

PERSONAL & ADV INJURY $

GENERAL AGGREGATE $

PRODUCTS - COMP/OP AGG $

$RETENTIONDED

CLAIMS-MADE

OCCUR

$

AGGREGATE $

EACH OCCURRENCE $UMBRELLA LIAB

EXCESS LIAB

DESCRIPTION OF OPERATIONS / LOCATIONS / VEHICLES  (ACORD 101, Additional Remarks Schedule, may be attached if more space is required)

INSR
LTR TYPE OF INSURANCE POLICY NUMBER

POLICY EFF
(MM/DD/YYYY)

POLICY EXP
(MM/DD/YYYY) LIMITS

PER
STATUTE

OTH-
ER

E.L. EACH ACCIDENT

E.L. DISEASE - EA EMPLOYEE

E.L. DISEASE - POLICY LIMIT

$

$

$

ANY PROPRIETOR/PARTNER/EXECUTIVE

If yes, describe under
DESCRIPTION OF OPERATIONS below

(Mandatory in NH)
OFFICER/MEMBER EXCLUDED?

WORKERS COMPENSATION
AND EMPLOYERS' LIABILITY Y / N

AUTOMOBILE LIABILITY

ANY AUTO
ALL OWNED SCHEDULED

HIRED AUTOS
NON-OWNED

AUTOS AUTOS

AUTOS

COMBINED SINGLE LIMIT

BODILY INJURY (Per person)

BODILY INJURY (Per accident)
PROPERTY DAMAGE $

$

$

$

THIS IS TO CERTIFY THAT THE POLICIES OF INSURANCE LISTED BELOW HAVE BEEN ISSUED TO THE INSURED NAMED ABOVE FOR THE POLICY PERIOD
INDICATED.  NOTWITHSTANDING ANY REQUIREMENT, TERM OR CONDITION OF ANY CONTRACT OR OTHER DOCUMENT WITH RESPECT TO WHICH THIS
CERTIFICATE MAY BE ISSUED OR MAY PERTAIN, THE INSURANCE AFFORDED BY THE POLICIES DESCRIBED HEREIN IS SUBJECT TO ALL THE TERMS,
EXCLUSIONS AND CONDITIONS OF SUCH POLICIES. LIMITS SHOWN MAY HAVE BEEN REDUCED BY PAID CLAIMS.

INSD
ADDL

WVD
SUBR

N / A

$

$

(Ea accident)

(Per accident)

OTHER:

THIS CERTIFICATE IS ISSUED AS A MATTER OF INFORMATION ONLY AND CONFERS NO RIGHTS UPON THE CERTIFICATE HOLDER. THIS
CERTIFICATE DOES NOT AFFIRMATIVELY OR NEGATIVELY AMEND, EXTEND OR ALTER THE COVERAGE AFFORDED BY THE POLICIES
BELOW.  THIS CERTIFICATE OF INSURANCE DOES NOT CONSTITUTE A CONTRACT BETWEEN THE ISSUING INSURER(S), AUTHORIZED
REPRESENTATIVE OR PRODUCER, AND THE CERTIFICATE HOLDER.
IMPORTANT:  If the certificate holder is an ADDITIONAL INSURED, the policy(ies) must be endorsed.  If SUBROGATION IS WAIVED, subject to
the terms and conditions of the policy, certain policies may require an endorsement.  A statement on this certificate does not confer rights to the
certificate holder in lieu of such endorsement(s).

COVERAGES CERTIFICATE NUMBER: REVISION NUMBER:

INSURED

PHONE
(A/C, No, Ext):

PRODUCER

ADDRESS:
E-MAIL

FAX
(A/C, No):

CONTACT
NAME:

NAIC #

INSURER A :

INSURER B :

INSURER C :

INSURER D :

INSURER E :

INSURER F :

INSURER(S) AFFORDING COVERAGE

SHOULD ANY OF THE ABOVE DESCRIBED POLICIES BE CANCELLED BEFORE
THE EXPIRATION DATE THEREOF, NOTICE WILL BE DELIVERED IN
ACCORDANCE WITH THE POLICY PROVISIONS.

INS025 (201401)

12/2/2015

Fidelity Insurance Service
a member of United Valley
801 Allston Way
Berkeley CA 94710

Aliyyah Harvey
(510)548-8200 (510)548-6145

aharvey@fidelityinsuranceservice.com

Ellen Lake
609 56th St.

Oakland CA 94609

Sentinel Insurance LTD 11000

CL1512207106

A

X

X

X

X 57SBMRI5825 11/24/2015 11/24/2016

1,000,000

1,000,000

10,000

1,000,000

2,000,000

2,000,000

The City of Oakland, it's council members, directors, officers, agents and volunteers are named 
additional insured with respect to the insured's operations. 

Aliyyah Harvey/AH

     City of Oakland 
     Cultural Arts & Marketing Division 
     Attn: Cultural Funding Program 
     1 Frank H. Ogawa Plaza, 9th Fl 
     Oakland, CA  94612



POLICY NUMBER: COMMERCIAL GENERAL LIABILITY
CG 20 10 07 04

THIS ENDORSEMENT CHANGES THE POLICY.  PLEASE READ IT CAREFULLY.

ADDITIONAL INSURED - OWNERS, LESSEES OR 
CONTRACTORS - SCHEDULED PERSON OR

ORGANIZATION

This endorsement modifies insurance provided under the following:

COMMERCIAL GENERAL LIABILITY COVERAGE PART

SCHEDULE

Name Of Additional Insured Person(s)
Or Organization(s): Location(s) Of Covered Operations

Information required to complete this Schedule, if not shown above, will be shown in the Declarations.

A. Section II – Who Is An Insured is amended to B. With respect to the insurance afforded to these 
include as an additional insured the person(s) or additional insureds, the following additional 
organization(s) shown in the Schedule, but only exclusions apply:
with respect to liability for "bodily injury", "property This insurance does not apply to "bodily injury" or 
damage" or "personal and advertising injury" "property damage" occurring after:
caused, in whole or in part, by:

1. All work, including materials, parts or 
1. Your acts or omissions; or equipment furnished in connection with such 

work, on the project (other than service, 2. The acts or omissions of those acting on your 
maintenance or repairs) to be performed by or behalf;
on behalf of the additional insured(s) at the in the performance of your ongoing operations for 
location of the covered operations has been the additional insured(s) at the location(s) 
completed; ordesignated above.

2. That portion of "your work" out of which the 
injury or damage arises has been put to its 
intended use by any person or organization 
other than another contractor or subcontractor 
engaged in performing operations for a 
principal as a part of the same project. 
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City of Oakland,it's councilmembers various
directors,officers,agents,
employees and volunteers












