
















































  Participant List for Shattuck Avenue Gateway Community Meeting    2-5-13 
  at Telegraph Avenue Public Library,  Oakland     facilitator-Alan Leon 
 
Dennis, Elizabeth    610   291-1453  email  uglyrumors576@gmail.com 
Don Link                  510   658-8632              don-link@comcast.net 
Jonathan Oppenheimer   510 388-0366       jonopp@sbcglobal.net 
Christine Dyers        510   847-3732              idoradesign@gmail.com 
Vicki Van Steenberg  510  428-02130            vvancps@yahoo.com 
Loren Risker                                                   thescreamingdrills@gmail.com 
Tina Lao                     415   683-1275 
Tim Williams              707  562-8838   to contact about urban forestry projects 
Angie Williams-Van Steenberg  510 499-6661 
awilliams@thecollegepreparatoryschool.org   
   to contact about community service 
 
notes of meeting 
 
     -presented 50+ tree quotations  to evaluate-simple expressions preferred-       
most effective quotes were selected and noted 
– idea of using trees of certain historical epochs and localities 
– discussion of small plaque-like captions versus integrated graphics 
– possible use of neighborhood crime prevention council mailing list to 
help raise  needed $ 5000 for project 
– use of Novacolor acrylic paint vs. Keim mineral coatings if there is 
greater adhesion to metal-clad columns 
– great deal of support and appreciation expressed for project  as a way to 
lighten and animate dark underpass area 
– 2 minute video filmed about the meeting and project for 
OaklandLocal.com 
– use of Oakland History room and Tim Williams as resources for more 
tree information 
– prefer representational tree images vs more abstract images 
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Temescal flows into the Shattuck Avenue Gateway Project 
Published on Thursday, February 07, 2013 
Last updated on 01:00PM, Friday, February 8, 2013  
 

Alan Leon, Temescal mural, http://www.alanleon.org/images/00-2011-mural2.jpg 

Alan Leon, the mural artist from Oakland who transformed the hulking Highway 24 overpass into a 
vibrant, colorful passageway flowing between the Temescal business district and the Children's Hospi-
tal Oakland, is planning a second installation for the fourteen columns at the underpass at 54th Street 
and Shattuck.  Alan hosted his second community meeting at the Temescal Branch of the Oakland Pub-
lic Library this week to solicit comments, ideas, and resources for the "Shattuck Avenue Gateway Pro-
ject."   
"People seem to be excited by the idea of trees," said Alan as he recited inspirational quotes from John 
Muir to Woody Allen. "Just as long as there's no more Gertrude Stein!" chuckled a community member 
with a background in art history. "There's "THERE" everywhere in Oakland."  
The "Temescal Flows" murals at 52nd and Shattuck were completed in June 2011 after two months of 
painting and two years of planning with support from Caltrans and the Temescal Telegraph Business 
Improvement District, which sponsored the mural project along with Oakland's Cultural Funding Pro-
gram.   
Alan has already received a $20,000 grant for the Shattuck Avenue Gateway Project but the projected 
budget is $31,000.  "There's a lot to do behind the scenes with equipment rental, paints, labor."  Alan 
says he may do a KickStarter for the project to raise the additional funds needed.   But he's very opti-
mistic this will go through because of the warm reception to "Temescal Flows."   
Caltrans has said this "raises the bar" in artwork on columns and underpasses and related 
walls.  The Oakland Children's Hospital issued a referral saying, "The project will brighten the com-
munity and also helps to keep graffiti at bay.  In fact, there has been no vandalizing of his work done 
on 53rd Street and it is a beautiful gateway to our campus." 
The timeframe to start painting is May/June 2013, until then he's refining the design.  "At least there's a 
nice precedent with my work with them over the last 2 years," says Alan with a smile, "just to give a 
little relief to people walking, driving, bicycling in this dark overpass with 10 tons of concrete above." 
To support this project please contact Alan directly at alangoat2002@yahoo.com or alanleon.org for 
more information. 
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Tree  Quotations 
 
column 1       Oakland;  Land of Blue, Valley , Live & Scrub Oaks 
 
column 2       Among Trees, You are Home 
 
column 3       An Infinity of Forest Lies Dormant within the Dreams of One 
Acorn 
column 4      Best Time to Plant a Tree was 20 Years Ago..The Next Best Time    
is Now 
column 5       Trees are the Earths Endless Effort to Speak to the Listening 
Heavens 
column 6       Plant Trees under whose Shade You do not Expect Sit 
 
column 7        May it be my Custom to go Outdoors Each day among the 
Trees and all Growing things..There may I Be Alone and Enter into Prayer 
 
column 8        Us Sing and Dance, Make Faces and Give Flower Bouquets, 
Trying to be Loved..You Ever notice That Trees do Everything to git Attention 
we do , except Walk?--alice walker-the color purple 
 
column 9        Trees are Happy for No Reason 
 
column 10       May The Forest Be with You: May the Spiral be with You 
 
column 11       The Limbs of the Tree Reached Down and Lifted me, Thinking 
I was its Child 
 
column 12       Trees'  Songs Never Cease; Every Hidden Cell is throbbing 
with Music and Life—John Muir 
 
column 13      They took all the trees and put 'em in a tree museum and they 
charged all the people a dollar and a half to see them -  joni mitchel 
 
column 14       Trees are poems the earth writes upon the sky—Kahil Gibran 
 
alternate quotes- 
-No man manages his affairs as well as a Tree does 
-Inhale an O2 gift from all plant Life; Exhale a CO2  gift back to the Trees 



-Trees are Loving Air Releasers; Staircases for Squirrel  --martin , age 6 
-To Know Strength and Patience , Welcome the Company of Trees 
-The Tree is a Slow , Enduring Force Straining to Win the Sky 
– Trees Hold Space, Give Support to Animals and Bring Together Worlds 
– The Best Part of Happiness is the Pines- Terri Guillemets 
– Between Every Two Pines is a Doorway to a New World-   John Muir 
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