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From: Edward Loo 
Sent: Friday, October 14, 2011 11:15 PM
To: Manasse, Edward; Lake Merritt Station Area Plan
Cc: 
Subject: ADDENDUM to review comments for draft emerging plan of 9/2011
      Additional comment is furnished as follow:

      Apparently, the substance of Madison Square Park Petition with 1543 signatures has yet to be acknowledged and 
considered when developing the emerging plan.  As the petition represents a sizeable and significant grassroot inpute 
from the community for the Emerging Plan, it should not be set aside as inconsequential and toss aside like it never 
existed.  Instead, it should be construed as valuable information worthy of serious consideration.  Further, when the 
Emerging Plan goes through the higher channels for approval,  all decision makers should be aware that a large group 
of the populace is strongly in favor of keeping Madison Square Park as an open space park sans swimming pool, 
senior center, and or community center.  Therefore, we request that words be developed to acknowledge the Petition 
and its substance for inclusion into the Emerging Plan and to amend the Emerging Plan as appropriate.  

      Thank you,  Ed Loo, Stakeholder

      --- On Thu, 10/13/11, Edward Loo > wrote:

        From: Edward Loo 
        Subject: review comments for draft emerging plan of 9/2011
        To: lake_merritt_plan@oaklandnet.com
        Cc: 
        Date: Thursday, October 13, 2011, 8:13 PM

              Regarding LMSAP, Draft Emerging Plan of September 2011, please accept/adopt the following comments: 

               

              1.               On Page 1-7, 6. Community Facilities and Open Space, please add the following bullet: 

              Recognize and preserve the beneficial effects of Madison Square Park to the community as it represents a 
forum for (1) achieving good physical and mental health; (2) networking for socializing and making friends; getting 
help to assimilate into the mainstream;  (4) promoting longevity  through various exercises; and (5) physical ed 
activities for the nearby charter school. 

               

              2.               On Page 5-7, Madison Square Park , please add that the Park is also used by the American Indian 
Model School (located on 12 St. and Madison) with a studentbody of over 200 for its physical education programs. 

               

              3.               On Page 5-7, Madison Square Park , 2nd. Bullet, please remove swimming pool, senior center, and 
community center due to the lack of available space needed by present users; in lieu thereof replace with a 
walking/running track along the entire perimeter of the Park.     
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              4.               On Page 5-7, Madison Square Park , 5th. Bullet, please remove “a tea house” as it doesn’t make 
sense to have this type of operation at Madison Park. 

                                                                   

              Also, we are enclosing two attachments, the first is a copy of  the letter dated September 12, 2011 to Mr. Ed 
Manasse transmitting our petition signed by 1543 people.  The second is the petition itself sans signatures.  The signed 
petition which we gave to Mr. Manasse represents an overwhelming number of interested parties who have step 
forward to voice that Madison Square Park remains essentially as is.  Consequently, we request that the attachments be 
incorporated into the various other comments which will be made a part of the Emerging Plan going forward for 
approval.  We would appreciate a response to this request. 

               

              Thank you...Ed Loo 

             
     



Petition In Favor Of No Development at Madison Park 
 

July 22, 2011 
 

This petition is an initiative to safeguard Oakland Chinatown Madison Park from 
any development including those proposed and identified in the Lake Merritt 
Station Area  Plan: Land Use: Buildings and Public Space dtd June 27, 
2011(hereinafter referred to as Masterplan).               
 

WHEREAS:  The Park is a simple one block open space park where  
hundreds of seniors and working adults (from a base of over 1,000 
people) come daily to the Park for tai chi and dozens of  other types of 
activities and exercises;  
 
WHEREAS:  The future need and use of the Park will increase rapidly 
due to the growth of the elderly population coupled with decreasing 
senior programs as a result of state cutbacks.  
 
WHEREAS:  Park users, many of whom live outside the neighborhood, 
stay in the area after exercising to shop, have lunch with friends, and 
otherwise, contribute significantly to Chinatown and local economies; 
 
WHEREAS:   The people who exercise at the Park raised and contributed 
$35,000 in 2006 to expand and renovate the Park as well as successfully  
negotiated with BART for an additional $30,000 contribution for the 
same cause; 
 
WHEREAS:  The Park is also Chinatown’s “Town Square” similar to 
“Portsmouth Square” in San Francisco Chinatown where anyone can, at 
anytime, gather at a space that is publicly owned and publicly accessible; 
 
WHEREAS:  The Park is threatened by development scenarios that 
propose new residential, community, and retail complexes taking over 
public park space as set forth in the proposed Masterplan even though 
currently there are numerous other sites in the same general vicinity to 
site these proposals; and 
 
WHEREAS:  In the Chinatown Townhall Meeting of July 17, 2011, a 
one-hour breakout group meeting was attended by about 75 people.  The 
purpose was to discuss all matters pertaining to the proposed Masterplan.   
However, the entire group discussed nothing else other than vigorously 
advocating for maintaining open public space, improving the Park, and 
no private development of any kind. 
 



 
NOW THEREFORE, the undersigned, in view of the above, would like Madison 
Park remain, in its entirety, an open space park free from any and all 
developments.  Furthermore, the proposed Masterplan must be changed 
accordingly. 

  
        Name      Address 

 
 
_____________________________ __________________________________ 
 
 
_____________________________ __________________________________ 
 
 
_____________________________ __________________________________ 
 
 
_____________________________ __________________________________ 
 
 
_____________________________ __________________________________ 
 
 
_____________________________ __________________________________ 
 
 
_____________________________ __________________________________ 
 
 
_____________________________ __________________________________ 
 
 
_____________________________ __________________________________ 
 
 
_____________________________ __________________________________ 
 
 
_____________________________ __________________________________ 
 
 
_____________________________ __________________________________ 
 



 
 

IN VIEW OF THE ABOVE, the undersigned, duly representing its respective 
organization, strongly support that Madison Park remains, in its entirety, an open 
space park free from any and all developments.  Furthermore, the proposed 
Masterplan must be changed accordingly. 
 

 Organization and Address                               Signature and Title 
 

 
1.   __________________________________     __________________________ 
                                                  Organization                                                                                                       Signature 
 
 
     ___________________________________    __________________________ 
                                                      Address                                                                                                              Title 
 
 
2.   __________________________________     __________________________ 
                                                  Organization                                                                                                       Signature 
 
 
     ___________________________________    __________________________ 
                                                      Address                                                                                                              Title 
 
 
3.   __________________________________     __________________________ 
                                                  Organization                                                                                                       Signature 
 
 
     ___________________________________    __________________________ 
                                                      Address                                                                                                              Title 
 
 
4.   __________________________________     __________________________ 
                                                  Organization                                                                                                       Signature 
 
 
     ___________________________________    __________________________ 
                                                      Address                                                                                                              Title 
 
 
5.   __________________________________     __________________________ 
                                                  Organization                                                                                                       Signature 
 
 
     ___________________________________    __________________________ 
                                                      Address                                                                                                              Title 
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