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From: Edward Loom
Sent: Friday, October 14, :

To: Manasse, Edward; Lake Merritt Station Area Plan
Cc:

Subject: to review comments for draft emerging plan ot 9/2011
Additional comment is furnished as follow:

Apparently, the substance of Madison Square Park Petition with 1543 signatures has yet to be acknowledged and
considered when developing the emerging plan. As the petition represents a sizeable and significant grassroot inpute
from the community for the Emerging Plan, it should not be set aside as inconsequential and toss aside like it never
existed. Instead, it should be construed as valuable information worthy of serious consideration. Further, when the
Emerging Plan goes through the higher channels for approval, all decision makers should be aware that a large group
of the populace is strongly in favor of keeping Madison Square Park as an open space park sans swimming pool,
senior center, and or community center. Therefore, we request that words be developed to acknowledge the Petition
and its substance for inclusion into the Emerging Plan and to amend the Emerging Plan as appropriate.

Thank you, Ed Loo, Stakeholder

--- On Thu, 10/13/11, Edward Loo ||| vrote:
From: Edward Loo“
Subject: review comments for draft emerging plan of 9/2011

To:
Cc:

lake merritt plan@oaklandnet.com
Date: |!urs!ay, écto!er !! !!!! !!! !H

Regarding LMSAP, Draft Emerging Plan of September 2011, please accept/adopt the following comments:

1. On Page 1-7, 6. Community Facilities and Open Space, please add the following bullet:

Recognize and preserve the beneficial effects of Madison Square Park to the community as it represents a
forum for (1) achieving good physical and mental health; (2) networking for socializing and making friends; getting
help to assimilate into the mainstream; (4) promoting longevity through various exercises; and (5) physical ed
activities for the nearby charter school.

2. On Page 5-7, Madison Square Park , please add that the Park is also used by the American Indian
Model School (located on 12 St. and Madison) with a studentbody of over 200 for its physical education programs.

3. On Page 5-7, Madison Square Park , 2nd. Bullet, please remove swimming pool, senior center, and
community center due to the lack of available space needed by present users; in lieu thereof replace with a
walking/running track along the entire perimeter of the Park.

file:////ceda-server3/....10.03/Comments%200n%20Emerging%20Plan%20and%20Proposed%20Heights/Comments/2011.10.14_E.Loo_2.txt[11/1/2011 12:52:32 PM]



4. On Page 5-7, Madison Square Park , 5th. Bullet, please remove *“a tea house” as it doesn’t make
sense to have this type of operation at Madison Park.

Also, we are enclosing two attachments, the first is a copy of the letter dated September 12, 2011 to Mr. Ed
Manasse transmitting our petition signed by 1543 people. The second is the petition itself sans signatures. The signed
petition which we gave to Mr. Manasse represents an overwhelming number of interested parties who have step
forward to voice that Madison Square Park remains essentially as is. Consequently, we request that the attachments be
incorporated into the various other comments which will be made a part of the Emerging Plan going forward for
approval. We would appreciate a response to this request.

Thank you...Ed Loo
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Petition In Favor Of No Development at Madison Park
July 22, 2011

This petition is an initiative to safeguard Oakland Chinatown Madison Park from
any development including those proposed and identified in the Lake Merritt
Station Area Plan: Land Use: Buildings and Public Space dtd June 27,
2011 (hereinafter referred to as Masterplan).

WHEREAS: The Park is a simple one block open space park where
hundreds of seniors and working adults (from a base of over 1,000
people) come daily to the Park for tai chi and dozens of other types of
activities and exercises;

WHEREAS: The future need and use of the Park will increase rapidly
due to the growth of the elderly population coupled with decreasing
senior programs as a result of state cutbacks.

WHEREAS: Park users, many of whom live outside the neighborhood,
stay in the area after exercising to shop, have lunch with friends, and
otherwise, contribute significantly to Chinatown and local economies;

WHEREAS: The people who exercise at the Park raised and contributed
$35,000 in 2006 to expand and renovate the Park as well as successfully
negotiated with BART for an additional $30,000 contribution for the
same cause;

WHEREAS: The Park is also Chinatown’s “Town Square” similar to
“Portsmouth Square” in San Francisco Chinatown where anyone can, at
anytime, gather at a space that is publicly owned and publicly accessible;

WHEREAS: The Park is threatened by development scenarios that
propose new residential, community, and retail complexes taking over
public park space as set forth in the proposed Masterplan even though
currently there are numerous other sites in the same general vicinity to
site these proposals; and

WHEREAS: In the Chinatown Townhall Meeting of July 17, 2011, a
one-hour breakout group meeting was attended by about 75 people. The
purpose was to discuss all matters pertaining to the proposed Masterplan.
However, the entire group discussed nothing else other than vigorously
advocating for maintaining open public space, improving the Park, and
no private development of any kind.



NOW THEREFORE, the undersigned, in view of the above, would like Madison
Park remain, in its entirety, an open space park free from any and all
developments.  Furthermore, the proposed Masterplan must be changed

accordingly.

Name Address




IN VIEW OF THE ABOVE, the undersigned, duly representing its respective
organization, strongly support that Madison Park remains, in its entirety, an open
space park free from any and all developments. Furthermore, the proposed
Masterplan must be changed accordingly.

Organization and Address Signature and Title
1.
Organization Signature
Address Title
2.
Organization Signature
Address Title
3.
Organization Signature
Address Title
4,
Organization Signature
Address Title
5.
Organization Signature

Address Title






September 12, 2011
Mr. Ed Manasse, Project Manager, Planning
City of Oakland
Community and Economic Development Agency
250 Frank H. Ogawa Plaza, Suite 3315
Oakland, CA 94612

Subject: Lake Merritt Station Area Plan: Transmittal of Petition with 1,543 signers to
keep Madison Park open space sans development as well as review comments pursuant to
the Townhall Review of September 12, 2011

Dear Mr. Ed Manasse:

Today at the Townhall Meeting at Laney College, the undersigned hereby delivers to you
the enclosed Petitions, signed by 1,543 citizens who are resolutely in-favor of Madison
Park remaining, in its entirety, an open space Park, free and clear of any development
whatsoever including a community center.

For the record, let it be known that there have been proponents for a development
alternative to use the Park site for a community center, housing, retail and/or
commercial/office space. The Area Plan under review in today’s Townhall Meeting
excludes this alternative because it was too controversial at this juncture. However, we
anticipate the proponents may continue to pursue inclusion of the said alternative in the
Area Plan. If it becomes strategically necessary to illuminate the “public controversy
aspect of our plight, we will engage the news media for further assistance.

The People clearly want Madison Park to be open space as evidenced by the signed
Petition. The American Indian Model School located at 12, Street and Madison with
over 200 students now uses the Park regularly. They too have stated that the Park should
remain a Park.

Therefore, we urge that you, as Principal Planner, to advise both the City Council and
BART that the inclusion of said development alternative would cause or result in a
“Public Controversy” on the Park. As such, a full blown environmental impact statement
may be required which may result in substantially greater cost and time to obtain
environmental approval for the Area Plan. Also, we urge that you provide advice on
existing legal statutes protécting parks and open space which may make the alternative
problematic.

In responding to today’s solicitation for public comments regarding the Area Plan,

the enclosed signed Petition is, in_essence, the submittal of 1.543 individual
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comments, strongly advocating open space at Madison Park. We, collectively, fully
support the development of a community center as well as more housing, but only
on BART property adjacent to Madison Park. Consequently, we vigorously oppose

“improve Madison Park with programming and possibly a community facility” as
cited in today’s Plan under review.

A community facility with programming (of activities by a director) is a specious
proposal because that would change the present character of our Park which people have
found it to be vibrant, successful, and worthy of replication. It is now an organic park
where activities happen freely, spontaneously, and naturally, e.g., people are free to come
at any time, do what ever interest them and for as long as they want. This fertile
operation has born many individuals and activities which originated at Madison Park and
later spilled over to Lincoln Rec Center. That spillage has, in fact, contributed greatly to
the success of the Lincoln Rec. Those individuals, organizations, and activities are (1)
Edward Yu (tai chi class); (2) Mr. Wong (tai chi class); (3) Vivienne Yu (Rising Dragon
Martial Arts) and (Choral Group); Henry and Gaye Ying Kong (Calligraphy Class);
Helen (Line Dancing); Tina and Maurice (Ballroom Dancing); as well as sevéral other
Chinese dance groups. So the present organic “cost free” operation at Madison Park is
fine and needs no changing over to a programmatic type of operation. This status quo is
also appropriate due to current difficult budgetary times.

We appreciate the opportunity to present our comments and concerns for Madison Park
which we value so much. r

adison Park Representative

Enclosure:
(1) Original Petition with 1,543 signers

Copy to (w/ encl (sample Petition)):
(1) Oakland City Council
(2) Oakland City Councilmember Pat Kernighan
(3) BART Board
(4) BART Director Robert Rayburn
(5) Ms. Nicole M. Mering, Principle, American Indian Model Schools
(6) Mr. Alan Yee, Oakland Chinatown Coalition
(7) Mr. Roy Chan, Oakland Asian Cultural Center
(8) Mr. Gilbert Gong, Lincoln Rec Center



Petition In Favor Of No Development at Madison Park
July 22, 2011

This petition is an initiative to safeguard Oakland Chinatown Madison Park from
any development including those proposed and identified in the Lake Merritt
Station Area Plan: Land Use: Buildings and Public Space dtd June 27,
2011(hereinafter referred to as Masterplan).

WHEREAS: The Park is a simple one block open space park where
hundreds of seniors and working adults (from a base, of over 1,000
people) come daily to the Park for tai chi and dozens of other types of
activities and exercises;

WHEREAS: The future need and use of the Park will increase rapidly
due to the growth of the elderly population coupled with decreasing
senior programs as a result of state cutbacks.

WHEREAS: Park-users, many of whom live outside the neighborhood,
stay in the area after exercising to shop, have lunch with friends, and
otherwise, contribute significantly to Chinatown and local economies;

WHEREAS: The people who exercise at the Park raised and contributed
$35,000 in 2006 to expand and renovate the Park as well as successfully
negotiated with BART for an additional $30,000 contribution for the
same cause; ' '

WHEREAS: The Park is also Chinatown’s “Town Square” similar to
“Portsmouth Square” in San Francisco Chinatown where anyone can, at
anytime, gather at a space that is publicly owned and publicly accessible;

WHEREAS: The Park is threatened by development scenarios that
propose new residential, community, and retail complexes taking over
public park space as set forth in the proposed Masterplan even though
currently there are numerous other sites in the same general vicinity to
site these proposals; and

WHEREAS: In the Chinatown Townhall Meeting of July 17, 2011, a
one-hour breakout group meeting was attended by about 75 people. The
purpose was to discuss all matters pertaining to the proposed Masterplan.
However, the entire group discussed nothing else other than vigorously
advocating for maintaining open public space, improving the Park, and
no private development of any kind.



NOW THEREFORE, the undersigned, in view of the above, would like Madison
Park remain, in its entirety, an open space park free from any and all
developments.  Furthermore, the proposed Masterplan must be changed
accordingly.

Name Address
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NOW THEREFORE, the undersigned, in view of the above, would like Madison
Park remain, in its entirety, an open space park free from any and all
developments. ~ Furthermore, the proposed Masterplan must be changed
accordingly.

Name Address
Ashley
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El4on

AR WU
(,H)XNCH@F\CHU/\)

W/Zm/ ‘1’ Cin

KE( Can Nty . moﬁ

|
fzr U1 oRK(AnY (9 _ Tybo]
ING LING I

Lo o ————



spintern2
Rectangle

spintern2
Rectangle

spintern2
Rectangle

spintern2
Rectangle

spintern2
Rectangle

spintern2
Rectangle

spintern2
Rectangle

spintern2
Rectangle

spintern2
Rectangle

spintern2
Rectangle


£-3 -2

NOW THEREFORE, the undersigned, in view of the above, would like Madison
Park remain, in its entirety, an open space park free from any and all

developments.
accordingly.

Name

Furthermore, the proposed Masterplan must be changed

Address
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NOW THEREFORE, the undersigned, in view of the above, would like Madison
Park remain, in its entirety, an open space park free from any and all
developments. ~ Furthermore, the proposed Masterplan must be changed

accordingly.
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NOW THEREFORE, the undersigned, in view of the above, would like Madison

Park remain, in its entirety, an open space park free from any and all

developments.  Furthermore, the proposed Masterplan must be changed
accordingly.

Name Address
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NOW THEREFORE, the undersigned, in view of the above, would like Madison
Park remain, in its entirety, an open space park free from any and all

developments.  Furthermore, the proposed Masterplan must be changed
accordingly. ,

Name | - Address
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NOW THEREFORE, the undersigned, in view of the above, would like Madison
Park remain, in its entirety, an open space park free from any and all
developments.  Furthermore, the proposed Masterplan must be changed
accordingly.

Name ' Address
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NOW THEREFORE, the undersigned, in view of the above, would like Madison
Park remain, in its entirety, an open space park free from any and all

developments.  Furthermore, the proposed Masterplan must be changed
accordingly.

Name Address
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NOW THEREFORE, the undersigned, in view of the above, would like Madison
Park remain, in its entirety, an open space park free from any and all

developments.  Furthermore, the proposed Masterplan must be changed
accordingly.

Name Address
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‘NOW THEREF ORE, the undersigned, in view of the above, would like Madison
Park remain, in its entirety, an open space park free from any and all’

developments.  Furthermore, the proposed Masterplan must be changed .
accordingly.

Name | ‘Address
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NOW THEREFORE, the undersigned, in view of the above, would like Madison
Park remain, in its entirety, an open space park free from any and all

developments.  Furthermore, the proposed Masterplan must be changed
accordingly. -

Name Address
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NOW THEREFORE, the undersigned, in view of the above, would like Madison
Park remain, in its entirety, an open space park free from any and all

developments.  Furthermore, the proposed Masterplan must be changed
accordingly.

Name Address
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NOW THEREFORE, the undersigned, in view of the above, would like Madison
Park remain, in its entirety, an open space park free from any and all
developments.  Furthermore, the proposed Masterplan must be changed
accordingly.

Name Address
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NOW THEREFORE, the undersigned, in view of the above, would like Madison
Park remain, in its entirety, an open space park free from any and all

developments. ~ Furthermore, the proposed Masterplan must be changed
accordingly.

Name ' Address
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NOW THEREFORE, the undersigned, in view of the above, would like Madison
Park remain, in its entirety, an open space park free from any and all
developments.  Furthermore, the proposed Masterplan must be changed
accordingly.

Name Address
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NOW THEREFORE, the undersigned, in view of the above, would like Madison
Park ‘remain, in its entirety, an open space park free from any and all
developments.  Furthermore, the proposed Masterplan must be changed
accordingly. :

Name | Address
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NOW THEREFORE, the undersigned, in view of the above, would like Madison
Park remain, in its entirety, an open space park free from any and all
developments.  Furthermore, the proposed Masterplan must be changed
accordingly. \

Name Address
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NOW THEREFORE, the undersigned, in view of the above, would like Madison
Park remain, in its entirety, an open space park free from any and all
developments.  Furthermore, the proposed Masterplan must be changed
accordingly. ‘

Name Address
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NOW THEREFORE, the undersigned, in view of the above, would like Madison
Park remain, in its entirety, an open space park free from any and all

developments.  Furthermore, the proposed Masterplan must be changed
accordingly.
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NOW THEREFORE, the undersigned, in view of the above, would like Madison
Park remain, in its entirety, an open space park free from any and all
developments.  Furthermore, the proposed Masterplan must be changed
accordingly.

Name . Address
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NOW THEREFORE, the undersigned, in view of the above, would like Madison
Park remain, in its entirety, an open space park free from any and all
developments.  Furthermore, the proposed Masterplan must be changed

accordingly.

Name
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NOW THEREFORE, the undersigned, in view of the above, would like Madison

Park remain, in its entirety, an open space park free from any and all

developments.  Furthermore, the proposed Masterplan must be changed
accordingly.
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NOW THEREFORE, the undersigned, in view of the above, would like Madison
Park remain, in its entirety, an open space park free from any and all
developments.  Furthermore, the proposed Masterplan must be changed
accordingly.

Name : Address
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NOW THEREFORE, the undersigned, in view of the above, would like Madison
Park remain, in its entirety, an open space park free from any and all
developments.  Furthermore, the proposed Masterplan must be changed

| accordingly.
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NOW THEREFORE, the undersigned, in view of the above, would like Madison
Park remain, in its entirety, an open space park free from any and all
developments.  Furthermore, the proposed Masterplan must be changed

accordingly.

Name Address
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NOW THEREFORE, the undersigned, in view of the above, would like Madison
Park remain, in its entirety, an open space park free from any and all

developments.  Furthermore, the proposed Masterplan must be changed
accordingly.

Name Address
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NOW THEREFORE, the undersigned, in view of the above, would like Madison
Park remain, in its entirety, an open space park free from any and all

developments.  Furthermore, the proposed Masterplan must be changed
accordingly.

Name . Address

e Wl
N J

A W Buetn ,
)
[[’y\> /g }j{;y .

Mo el
Bjc rn ?ZO}Q

i SR 2

A SNQ
S Sl
Neva T

| ’fgj—“ﬁw@%&m&\m el

)
/]//Mam lorre S

rwzz, > /z%@fﬁ /@5 44& 17!



spintern2
Rectangle


NOW THEREFORE, the undersigned, in view of the above, would like Madison
Park remain, in its entirety, an open space park free from any and all
developments.  Furthermore, the proposed Masterplan must be changed
accordingly.
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NOW THEREFORE, the undersigned, in view of the above, would like Madison
Park remain, in its entirety, an open space park free from any and all
developments.  Furthermore, the proposed Masterplan must be changed
accordingly.

Name Address
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NOW THEREFORE, the undersigned, in view of the above, would like Madison
Park remain, in its entirety, an open space park free from any and all
developments. ~ Furthermore, the proposed Masterplan must be changed
accordingly.

Name Address
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NOW THEREFORE, the undersigned, in view of the above, would like Madison
Park remain, in its entirety, an open space park free from any and all
developments.  Furthermore, the proposed Masterplan must be changed
accordingly.

Name Address
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NOW THEREFORE, the undersigned, in view of the above, would like Madison -
Park remain, in its entirety, an open space park free from any and all

developments.  Furthermore, the - proposed Masterplan must be changed
accordingly.

Name ‘ | - - Address

Vi GEPSON
N e N\
Ol bogedd-
\I\I ANV \P/Jm\
% o ]
Toal [ fanede
% Ay
g/\/ﬁ S Lralit
Nuts CRuws
onn fefpan

B3 U


spintern2
Rectangle


NOW THEREFORE, the undersigned, in view of the above, would like Madison
Park remain, in its entirety, an open space park free from any and all
developments.  Furthermore, the proposed Masterplan must be changed
accordingly.

~ Name _ Address
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NOW THEREFORE, the undersigned, in view of the above, would like Madison
Park remain, in its entirety, an open space park free from any and all

developments.  Furthermore, the proposed Masterplan must be changed
accordingly. '
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NOW THEREFORE, the undersigned, in view of the above, would like Madison
Park remain, in its entirety, an open space park free from any and all

developments.  Furthermore, the proposed Masterplan must be changed
accordingly.
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NOW THEREFORE, the undersigned, in view of the above, would like Madison -
Park remain, in its entirety, an open space park free from any and all
developments.  Furthermore, the proposed Masterplan must be changed
accordingly.
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NOW THEREFORE, the undersigned, in view of the above, would like Madison
Park remain, in its entirety, an open space park free from any and all
developments.  Furthermore, the proposed Masterplan must be changed
accordingly.
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NOW THEREFORE, the undersigned, in view of the above, would like Madison
Park remain, in its entirety, an open space park free from any and all

developments.  Furthermore, the proposed Masterplan must be changed
accordingly.
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NOW THEREFORE, the undersigned, in view of the above, would like Madison
Park remain, in its entirety, an open space park free from any and all
developments.  Furthermore, the proposed Masterplan must be changed
accordingly.
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NOW THEREFORE, the undersigned, in view of the above, would like Madison
Park remain, in its entirety, an open space park free from any and all
developments. ~ Furthermore, the proposed Masterplan must be changed

accordingly.
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| NOW THEREFORE, the undersigned, in view of the above, would like Madison
| Park remain, in its entirety, an open space park free from any and all

developments.  Furthermore, the proposed Masterplan must be changed
accordingly.
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NOW THEREFORE, the undersigned, in view of the above, would like Madison
Park remain, in its entirety, an open space park free from any and all
developments. ~ Furthermore, the proposed Masterplan must be changed
accordingly.
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NOW THEREFORE, the undersigned, in view of the above, would like Madison
Park remain, in its entirety, an open space park free from any and all
developments.  Furthermore, the proposed Masterplan must be changed

accordingly.
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NOW THEREFORE, the undersigned, in view of the above, would like Madison
Park remain, in its entirety, an open space park free from any and all
developments.  Furthermore, the proposed Masterplan must be changed
accordingly. '
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- NOW THEREFORE, the undersigned, in view of the above, would like Madison
Park remain, in its entirety, an open space park free from any and all

developments.  Furthermore, the proposed Masterplan must be changed
accordingly.

- Name ‘ | - Address
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NOW THEREFORE, the undersigned, in view of the above, would like Madison
Park remain, in its entirety, an open space park free from any and all -

~developments.  Furthermore, the proposed Masterplan must be changed
accordingly.
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NOW THEREFORE, the undersigned, in view of the above, would like Madison
Park remain, in its entirety, an open space park free from any and all
developments.  Furthermore, the proposed Masterplan must be changed

accordingly.
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NOW THEREFORE, the undersigned, in view of the above, would like Madison
Park remain, in its entirety, an open space park free from any and all

developments.  Furthermore, the proposed Masterplan must be changed
accordingly.
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| IN VIEW OF THE ABOVE, the undersigned, duly representmg its respective
organization, strongly support that Madison Park remains, in its entirety, an open
space park free from any and all developments. Furthermore, the proposed
Masterplan must be changed accordingly.
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NOW THEREFORE, the undersigned, in view of the above, would like Madison
Park remain, in its entirety, an open space park free from any and all
developments.  Furthermore, the proposed Masterplan must be changed

accordingly.
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NOW THEREFORE, the undersigned, in view of the above, would like Madison
Park remain, in its entirety, an open space park free from any and all
developments.  Furthermore, the proposed Masterplan must be changed
accordingly.

Name , Address
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NOW THEREFORE, the undersigned, in view of the above, would like Madison
Park remain, in its entirety, an open space park free from any and all
developments.  Furthermore, the proposed Masterplan must be changed
accordingly.
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| NOW THEREFORE, the undersigned, in view of the above, would like Madison
i Park remain, in its entirety, an open space park free from any and all

developments.  Furthermore, the proposed Masterplan must be changed
accordingly.
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NOW THEREFORE, the undersigned, in view of the above, would like Madison
Park remain, in its entirety, an open space park free from any and all

developments.  Furthermore, the proposed Masterplan must be changed
accordingly.
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NOW THEREFORE, the undersigned, in view of the above, would like Madison
Park remain, in its entirety, an open space park free from any and all
developments.  Furthermore, the proposed Masterplan must be changed
accordingly.
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NOW THEREFORE, the undersigned, in view of the above, would like Madiéon
Park remain, in its entirety, an open space park free from any and all
developments.  Furthermore, the proposed Masterplan must be changed

accordingly.
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NOW THEREFORE, the undersigned, in view of the above, would like Madison
Park remain, in its entirety, an open space park free from any and all

developments.  Furthermore, the proposed Masterplan must be changed
accordingly. ‘
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NOW THEREFORE, the undersigned, in view of the above, would like Madison
Park remain, in its entirety, an open space park free from any and all
developments.  Furthermore, the proposed Masterplan must be changed
accordingly.

Name Address
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NOW THEREFORE, the undersigned, in view of the above, would like Madison -

- Park. remain, in its entirety, an open space park free from any and all
developments. Furthermore, the proposed Masterplan must be changed
accordingly. '

Name . - Address
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NOW THEREFORE, the undersigned, in view of the above, would like Madison
Park remain, in its entirety, an open space park free from any and all
developments.  Furthermore, the proposed Masterplan must be changed
accordingly. :
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