
 
 
 
 
 

 
April 26, 2011 

MEMO 

TO:  Steven Huss + Kristen Zaremba / Oakland Cultural Funding Program & 
        PAAC Panelists 

FROM:  Sue Mark + Bruce Douglas / marksearch team 

RE:  Walking the Invisible City  Markers:  UPDATE 

 

PROJECT BACKGROUND: 
 
“Walking the Invisible City”, downtown Oakland’s first permanent self-guided walking 
tour, is the culmination of a 3-year community based project, 10,000 Steps.  This 
project, whose main objective has been to raise awareness of the historic parks in 
downtown while bringing together the diverse communities who surround the parks, 
received initial funding ($35,000) from The Creative Work (2007).  Our collaborative 
partner is the Friends of Oakland Parks and Recreation. Over the course of the project, 
we have been working closely with neighborhood and community organizations to 
develop relevant temporary green art projects in and around the parks.  With a 
whimsical workcart made from reused materials, we attended events in and around the 
parks including:  Earth Day, National Night Out, First Fridays, Art + Soul, Chinatown 
StreetFest, the Farmers’ Market.  During these events, we collected stories from 
passersby about their relationship to the parks in downtown.  From these stories, as 
well as cultural, architectural and community histories, we have compiled the text that 
forms the content for “Walking the Invisible City”.   
 
In 2009 we received an Individual Artists Grant from Oakland’s Cultural Funding 
Program to create “A Profile of Four Squares”, a multimedia installation documenting 
the communities and histories of these historic parks.  This installation, at ProArts 
Gallery, included historic and contemporary newspaper articles and texts, photos 
collected from the community, maps and a series of four 10-minute video 
documentaries of each of the historic squares.   This film, created by filmmaker Matt 
Dibble, is a valuable piece of community documentation: it chronicles the history of 
these parks as well as the transformation of the neighborhoods over the decades.  
 
The Open Proposal Grant ($14,000 pending) is covering the cost of designing, 
producing and installing 2/3 of the total markers (24 out of 36 unique markers).  
Attachment A shows the locations for the markers.  We have also received $3,000 
from the National Trust for Historic Preservation to produce a 3-month cell phone tour, 
printed guide maps and interactive enhancements to our website.  We are currently 
planning to launch the walking and cell phone tours with a celebration at the Oakland 
Museum (August, 2011).  This day-long event will include:  docent-led history bike tours 
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of the markers; a project ribbon cutting; a kid-friendly scavenger hunt around the historic 
parks; a Lion Dance by youth from Lincoln Square Recreation Center; Tai Chi 
demonstration and class led by practitioners from Madison Square Park; tamale making 
activity by Tina ‘Tamale’ Ramos from Old Oakland; information tables with flyers and 
brochures about neighborhood groups and organizations.  This event, which will receive 
in-kind support from the Museum, is a critical community commencement for “Walking 
the Invisible City”. 
 

MARKER VETTING UPDATE: 
 
We have completed the vetting process for all of the markers.  Monique Tsang, from the 
City’s Equal Access Office, has worked with us on the Chinese text.  In addition, we 
vetted the changes she suggested with members of the Chinatown community.  The 
Oakland Museum has approved of the marker we designed for them (Attachment B).  
All of the translation (Chinese, Spanish and Ohlone/Muwekma) for this marker has been 
vetted. 

 
MARKER SAMPLES / SIDEWALK CONDITIONS: 
 
We have produced three sample markers on different types of sidewalk conditions.  
Each marker is 24” x 21” and will fit on the sidewalk squares in the downtown region.  
We have etched two different markers on older sidewalk (Attachment C):  each marker 
stencil is indicative of the size and style of font used for all of the designs.  One of the 
markers includes Chinese characters.  Attachment D demonstrates the results of 
etching onto relatively new sidewalk.  Attachment E shows the range of sidewalk types 
that we will encounter as we install the markers.  We have scouted the installation area 
for each of the markers.  We have flexibility in locating the markers therefore we can 
select the best available sidewalk square in which to install the marker.   
 

MARKER INSTALLATION PROCESS: 
 

SPECIFIC LOCATION SELECTION: 

• Markers will be sandblasted centered in sound smooth surfaced concrete 
sections (usually approximately square) at the sites designated on the 
project map. 

• In most cases the specific locations will be outside the most heavily 
traveled portion of the sidewalk. 

 
PREPARATION: 

Newer sidewalk (surface consisting of concrete fines and sand): 

• Clean marker area (bounded by the outline shape) with light sand blasting 
or wire brushing to remove residue. 

Older sidewalk (surface consisting of weathered/worn exposed 
aggregate up to 1/8" pebble size): 
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• Clean entire sidewalk square with light sand blasting or wire brushing to 
remove residue. 

• Mask the perimeter of the square with Duct Tape. 

• Coat cleaned concrete with Micro-Top liquid polymer additive (priming). 

• Trowel Grey colored Micro-Top concrete mix onto sidewalk, lightly 
covering the top and filling between exposed aggregate.   

• Note:  Micro-Top is a fine grained cementitious product designed for 
resurfacing exterior concrete.  Micro-Top will be mixed with #60 grit sand 
to provide anti slip surface. 

• Curing time: 1 day for Micro-Top. 
  

ETCHING MARKER INTO SIDEWALK: 

• Position plastic A-template (stencil). 

• Sand blast through stencil to remove concrete or Micro-Top approx 1/32" 
depth. 

• Position plastic B-template (removes bridges from enclosed letters). 

• Sand blast exposed bridges. 

  

COLORING MARKER IMAGE: 

• Position plastic A-template (stencil). 

• Spray Water Reducible Concrete Stain through template. 

• Position plastic B-template (removes bridges from enclosed letters). 

• Hand brush stain through template to color bridge areas. 

 

SEALING MARKER IMAGE: 

• Position plastic A-template (stencil). 

• Spray CR-570 Outside Acrylic Sealer through template. 

• Position plastic B-template (removes bridges from enclosed letters). 

• Spray CR-570 Outside Acrylic Sealer through template. 

 

ERROR CORRECTION: 

• Disc Grinding/Filling and re-etching damaged portion of image, or entire 
marker. 

• Die grinder (Dremel) for touch up of stain overspray on newer concrete. 
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WORK SITE PROTECTION 

• Cover / Pedestrian Barrier to enclose and mark the marker while Micro-
Top is curing (although normal footsteps will not harm it within 1/2 hour).  

• Cover / Pedestrian Barrier will be put in place for 24 hours after the marker 
is sealed. 

• Sandblasting with containment/collection system poses no hazard to 
passers-by.  Spray painting is within contained stencil area, no protection 
of surroundings necessary.   Portable 18” high wood barrier will be placed 
between work and any vertical surface needing protection within 2 feet of 
stencil work area. 

 

MATERIALS: 
 

Attachment F includes the technical specifications for all of the materials that we will be 
using to etch the sidewalk markers: 
 

• Micro Top : a fine grained cementitious product designed for resurfacing exterior 
concrete.   

• Water Reducible Concrete Stain:  used to color all of the lettering on the 
markers and outlining on the markers. 

• CR-570 Outside Acrylic Sealer:  used to seal all of the lettering and outlining on 
the markers 

 
 
 

ATTACHMENT INDEX: 
 

Attachment A:  Walking the Invisible City Map 

Attachment B:  Oakland Museum Marker  

Attachment C & D:  Sample Etched Markers  

Attachment E:  Range of Sidewalks 

Attachment F:  Materials Specifications 

 
 
 



  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

ATTACHMENT A:  Location map for Walking the Invisible City markers 



ATTACHMENT B:  Marker design for the Oakland Museum 

 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 

ATTACHMENT C:  Two Marker Samples etched on old concrete using Micro Top 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

 

ATTACHMENT D:  Marker Sample etched on new concrete  
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Attachment E:  Range of sidewalk types encountered in Downtown Oakland 

 

Best Condition 

In between Condition Worst Condition 

In between Condition 



Attachment F includes the technical specifications for all of the materials that we will be 
using to etch the sidewalk markers: 
 
 

Materials: 
 
Innotech ‘Micro-Topping’: 
Product Features and Benefits: 
• INNOTECH MICRO-TOPPING is an extremely versatile product which can be feathered to a 

zero edge, used in interior or exterior applications and applied to vertical or horizontal 
surfaces. It is an ideal product for creating long lasting, colorfast and vibrant surfaces. 

• This product features exceptional bond strength. This product adheres to most stable 
substrates, well bonded adhesives and coatings on stable substrates. 

• INNOTECH MICRO-TOPPING features excellent abrasion resistance and will achieve a 
compressive strength of 6,000 PSI.  

• This is a non-toxic design product and dries completely in 24 hours (@ 70 °F/21 °C). 
• One of the advantages of INNOTECH MICRO-TOPPING is that it can be used to color and/or 

recolor old concrete surfaces. This ultra-thin concrete topping can be installed over 
damaged but stable existing concrete (or other materials) to transform surfaces into a 
cementitious palette, without affecting surrounding materials or substantially increasing the 
elevation of the finished surface. 

 
Engrave-A-Crete ‘WRC’ Stain 

Details: 
� Concrete Resurrection Water Reducible Concentrate (CR-WRC) is an environmentally 

friendly (and California compliant) penetrating waterborne acrylic pigmented dye stain for 
concrete. A superior alternative to hazardous solvent and acid based stains. CR-WRC is 
designed to give predictable natural variegated colors or predictable bright solid colors. 

 
 
Engrave-A-Crete ‘Outside Acrylic’ - Exterior Concrete Sealer (100 VOC) 

Details: 
• High quality clear, 25% solids, solvent based acrylic designed for sealing decorative concrete 

projects. Outside Acrylic is a hard acrylic polymer that produces coatings with excellent 
gloss, stain-resistance and are easy to clean. Adhesion to properly prepared concrete 
surfaces is excellent and the material is non-yellowing. (For Exterior Use Only) 

 
Technical Data Sheets for each material follow:













 


