
 

 1 PAAC 4-4-11 Item VIII 

C ul t u ra l  A r t s  P r o gr a ms  
C u l t u r a l  A r t s  &  M a r k e t i n g  

C o m m u n i t y  &  E c o n o m i c  D e v e l o p m e n t  A g e n c y  

______________________________________________________________________ 

PUBLIC ART ADVISORY COMMITTEE AGENDA ITEM VIII 
 
Title:  Pre-Qualified Pool Selection Process for Redevelopment Central District 
 Public Art Funds 

Submitted by: Steven Huss, Cultural Arts Manager 

Committee Date: April 4, 2011 
  
 
SUMMARY 

In the event that the State of California eliminates all local redevelopment agencies, the Oakland 
Public Art Program is likely to have up to 90 days to commit funds for public art in 
Redevelopment areas.  Staff seeks the Public Art Advisory Committee’s approval to conduct a 
fast-track artist solicitation with the goal of creating a pre-qualified pool of artists from which 
can be drawn artists to receive commissions for several Parcel 4 projects as well as other projects 
in the Uptown area under the “Luminous Oakland” programmatic concept, funded with Oakland 
Redevelopment Agency (ORA) Central Business District improvements 1% for Art funds. 

The pre-qualified pool call for artists approved by PAAC on 2/7/11 includes confirmed projects 
in the Central City East and Coliseum redevelopment areas; the Central District pre-qualified 
pool would be for projects in the Uptown only.  This RFQ would include staff’s previously 
proposed solicitation for artists interested in developing proposals for new work for the Parcel 4 
temporary art space.  It will give the Public Art Program the opportunity to create a resource base 
of artists nationwide with expertise in light-based, media, kinetic, experimental and emerging art 
forms for possible future commissions.   

If the Redevelopment Agency is not in fact eliminated during the period of the RFQ solicitation, 
staff will extend the schedule of selecting and assigning artists to projects and developing 
contracts for various commissions.  Additionally, as proposed in a Feb. 7 staff report to the 
Committee on the Parcel 4 project, staff would release (not simultaneously) a Bay Area-wide 
Call for Art for existing work to display on the Parcel 4 site over time.  
 
BACKGROUND 

In January 2011, the PAAC approved the 2011 Public Art Plan, including proposed projects at 
various sites throughout Oakland.  The Luminous Oakland public art plan for the Uptown 
corridor encompasses an eclectic program of permanent and temporary projects with an 
emphasis on light- and motion-based public art. It is envisioned that major landmark projects by 
leading regional and national artists will reflect the Fox Oakland and surrounding buildings and 
nightlife, and will be balanced with multiple opportunities for more modest permanent and 
temporary projects that will be open to regional artists only. 
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Oakland City Council has accepted the $200,000 matching grant from the NEA to upgrade a 
portion of Parcel 4 in the Uptown for use as a long-term temporary art space. Several temporary 
and/or permanent projects will be commissioned for debut in the Parcel 4 art space, and existing 
work will be solicited for display from regional artists and nonprofit arts organizations.  In future 
years, additional locations in the Uptown will be activated or enhanced with new public art 
projects. 
 
FINANCIAL IMPACT 

Artists in the Central District pre-qualified pool would be considered for projects (including 
commissions of new work for the Parcel 4 space) funded with a total of between $500,000 and 
$700,000 in ORA Central District public art funds. 
 
REQUEST 

Staff requests that the Public Art Advisory Committee (PAAC) approve the staff plan to release 
a national call to create a pre-qualified pool of artists for consideration for various projects in the 
Uptown area, funded with Oakland Redevelopment Agency 1.5% for Art funds, and a regional 
call for proposals of existing artwork to be temporarily sited in the Parcel 4 temporary art space. 
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