
CITY OF OAKLAND 
RENT ADJUSTMENT PROGRAM   
250 Frank H. Ogawa Plaza, Suite 5313 
Oakland, CA 94612 
(510) 238-3721 

For date stamp. 

 
 
 

 
LANDLORD PETITION 

FOR CERTIFICATE OF  EXEMPTION 
(OMC §8.22.030.B) 

  
Please Fill Out This Form Completely As You Can. Failure to provide needed information may result 
in your petition being rejected or delayed. Attach to this petition copies of the documents that prove 
your claim.  Before completing this petition, please read the Rent Adjustment Ordinance, section 
8.22.030.  A hearing is required in all cases even if uncontested or irrefutable. 
 
Section 1.  Basic Information 

 
Your Name Complete Address (with zip code) 

 

 

 

Telephone  
 
Day: 
______________________ 
 
 

Your Representative’s Name Complete Address (with zip code) 

 

 

 

Telephone  
 
Day: 
______________________ 

 
 

Property Address Total number of units in bldg 
or parcel. 
 

Type of units (circle 
one) 

Single Family Residence 
(SFR) 

Condominium Apartment or Room 

If an SFR or condominium, can the unit be sold and 
deeded separately from all other units on the property?

 
Yes 

 
No 

 
Section 2.  Tenants. You must attach a list of the names and addresses, with unit numbers, of all tenants 
residing in the unit/building you are claiming is exempt. 
 
Section 3.  Claim(s) of Exemption:  A Certificate of Exemption may be granted only for dwelling units that 
are permanently exempt from the Rent Adjustment Ordinance.    
 
New Construction:  This may apply to individual units.  The unit was newly constructed and a 
certification of occupancy was issued for it on or after January 1, 1983.   
 
Substantial Rehabilitation:  This applies only to entire buildings.  An owner must have spent a 
minimum of fifty (50) percent of the average basic cost for new construction for a rehabilitation 
project.  The average basic cost for new construction is determined using tables issued by the Chief 
Building Inspector applicable for the time period when the Substantial Rehabilitation was completed. 
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Single-Family or Condominium (Costa-Hawkins):   Applies to Single Family Residences and 
condominiums only. If claiming exemption under the Costa-Hawkins Rental Housing Act (Civ. C. 
§1954.50, et seq.), please answer the following questions on a separate sheet: 
 

1. Did the prior tenant leave after being given a notice to quit (Civil Code Section 1946)? 
2. Did the prior tenant leave after being a notice of rent increase under Civil Code Section 827? 
3. Was the prior tenant evicted for cause? 
4. Are there any outstanding violations of building, housing, fire, or safety codes in the unit or 

building? 
5. Is the unit a single family dwelling or condominium that can be sold separately? 
6. Did the petitioning tenant have roommates when he/she moved in? 
7. If the unit is a condominium, did you purchase it?  If so: 1) from whom? 2) Did you purchase 

the entire building? 
8. When did the tenant move into the unit? 

 
I (We) petition for exemption on the following grounds (Check all that apply):  
 

 New Construction 
 

 Substantial Rehabilitation 
 

 Single Family Residence or Condominium 
(Costa-Hawkins) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Section 4.   Verification   Each petitioner must sign this section. 
 
I declare under penalty of perjury pursuant to the laws of the State of California that 
everything I stated and responded in this petition is true and that all of the documents attached 
to the petition are correct and complete copies of the originals. 
 
 
______________________________________   __________________________ 
Owner’s Signature       Date 
 
 
______________________________________   __________________________ 
Owner’s Signature       Date 
 
 
Important Information 
 
Burden of Proof  The burden of proving and producing evidence for the exemption is on the Owner. A 
Certificate of Exemption is a final determination of exemption absent fraud or mistake. 
 
File Review  Your tenant(s) will be given the opportunity to file a response to this petition within 35 days of 
notification by the Rent Adjustment Program.  You will be sent a copy of the tenant’s Response. Copies of 
attachments to the Response form will not be sent to you. However, you may review any attachments in the 
Rent Program Office. Files are available for review by appointment only.  For an appointment to review a file, 
call (510) 238-3721.  Please allow six weeks from the date of filing for notification processing and expiration 
of the tenant’s response time before scheduling a file review.  
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