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Oakland Public Library Announces Upcoming Youth 

Poet Laureate Events 

 

Oakland, CA – Oakland, CA – The Oakland Public Library is excited to announce 

two upcoming events for the 2016 Oakland Youth Poet Laureate program: 

 

Poets at Pegasus! Oakland’s current Youth Poet Laureate, Tova Ricardo, will be 

performing with other Oakland Youth Poet Laureate Finalists at Pegasus Books 

Oakland. Emceed by 2014 Laureate Sophie Elkin, this will be a spectacular night of 

young Oakland voices. The latest edition of the 510 Journal, featuring Ricardo, will 

be released during this event. March 9th, 2016, 7:30pm. Pegasus Oakland, 5560 

College Ave, Oakland, California 94618. 

 

Polish Your Poem! Applicants for the 2016 Oakland Youth Poet Laureate can 

receive support to finish their applications at Chapter 510 and the Dept. of Make 

Believe. The computer station and volunteers will be available to help applicants 

finalize their poems and apply online. Drop in anytime between 1pm and 5pm, 

Tuesday, March 29th OR Thursday, March 31st. Chapter 510, 2301 Telegraph Ave, 

Oakland, CA 94612. 

 

For the 5th consecutive year, Youth Speaks, the Oakland Public Library, and an 

alliance of community partners are on a citywide search for exceptional youth 

poetry in Oakland. The chosen Oakland Youth Poet Laureate will receive a $5,000 

college scholarship and serve as city ambassador for literacy, arts and youth 

expression. The open call for applications from teens (ages 13-18) residing in 

Oakland ends April 1, 2016. 

 

Interested youth, parents and teachers can learn more and apply online at: 

www.youthspeaks.org/poetlaureate, email oaklandpoets@youthspeaks.org, or call 

the Oakland Public Library at 510-238-7613 for more information.  

 

Finalists will be announced in May and the 2016 Oakland Youth Poet Laureate will 

be named in July during the Beast Crawl Literary Festival in Oakland.  
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