
 
 
 

Media Contact: 
 

Karen Boyd 
Citywide Communications 

Director 
City of Oakland 
(510) 238-6365 

kboyd@oaklandnet.com
mailto:kboyd@oakland

net.com 
mailto:kboyd@oakland

net.com 
mailto:spike@openoakl
and.org 
mailto:spike@openoakl

and.org 
mailto:spike@openoakl

and.org 
mailto:spike@openoakl

and.org 
mailto:spike@openoakl
and.org 
mailto:spike@openoakl
and.org 
mailto:spike@openoakl
and.org 
mailto:spike@openoakl
and.org 
mailto:spike@openoakl
and.org 
mailto:spike@openoakl
and.org 
mailto:spike@openoakl
and.org 
mailto:spike@openoakl
and.org 
mailto:spike@openoakl
and.org 
mailto:spike@openoakl
and.org 
mailto:spike@openoakl

m
a
i
l
t
o
:
s
p
i
k
e
@
o
p
e
n
o
a
k
l
a
n
d
.
o
r
g
 

News from: Economic & Workforce Development Department 
 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
February 11, 2016 
 

Oakland Joins Regional Startup in Residence ProgramOakland Joins Regional Startup in Residence ProgramOakland Joins Regional Startup in Residence ProgramOakland Joins Regional Startup in Residence Program 

(Oakland, CA) –The City of Oakland is recruiting startups to help develop technology-
based solutions that address community challenges. Oakland joins San Francisco, 
West Sacramento and San Leandro to form a regional Startup in Residence (STIR) 
program. The City of Oakland will prioritize applications from Oakland-grown 
startups that reflect the City’s diverse communities. 
 
Startups can apply now to work on one of five civic challenges defined by the City of 
Oakland. The winning team for each challenge will be selected to participate in a 16-
week “residence period” from April to August 2016 to work with a City department on 
a prototype for their proposed solution. A 2014 pilot program in the San Francisco 
Mayor’s Office of Innovation drew almost 200 applications from around the world and 
brought six startups into government that built innovative, technology-based products.  
The regional partnership is being made possible through a grant from the U.S. 
Department of Commerce Economic Development Administration. Oakland has 
identified several opportunities for startups to develop technology tools to: 
  

• Support enrollment and outreach for Oakland’s Head Start Program 
• Help residents understand and implement modern building codes and standards 
• Assist the influx of residents and landlords needing assistance from the City 
• Improve reporting to the Oakland Police Department. 

 
“The City of Oakland is pursuing strategies to ensure that government can respond 
better, faster, and more equitably to the needs of our residents—particularly our 
underserved communities,” said Mayor Libby Schaaf. “I’m excited about our startup 
community working alongside us to tackle civic challenges with technology. When 
governments work together and across sectors, truly amazing outcomes can be 
achieved.” 
 
The Startup in Residence Program in Oakland is the latest in a series of successful 
collaborations with the civic technology community including: 
 

● In 2014, the City of Oakland launched the Digital Front Door Project to re-
envision digital service delivery. 

● In September 2014, the City of Oakland Public Ethics Commission launched 
“Open Disclosure,” a site that visualizes campaign finance data. The site was 
developed in partnership with OpenOakland, a Code for America Brigade of 
volunteer technologists. 

● In Fall 2012, OpenOakland in conjunction with the City launched ‘adopt-a-
drain’ a platform to help recruit volunteers to clean and maintain city storm 
drains and prevent flooding. 
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