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Author Joshua Safran Discusses Growing Up on the 

Road and off the Grid at Montclair Branch Library 

 

Oakland, CA – Local author Joshua Safran will talk about his critically acclaimed 

memoir, Free Spirit: Growing Up on the Road and Off the Grid, at the Montclair 

Branch of the Oakland Public Library on Tuesday, January 27, 2015 at 6:30 pm.  

His powerful narrative of growing up on the dark side of the Age of Aquarius has 

been described by Publishers Weekly as “reminiscent of David Sedaris’s and 

Augusten Burroughs’s best work: introspective, hilarious, and heartbreaking.” 

 Searching for a modern utopia away from the countercultural scene in San 

Francisco, Mr. Safran’s mother takes her four-year-old son on a journey where 

they encounter a series of makeshift homes and a cast of strange and colorful 

characters while trying to find their perfect home. Instead, his mother gets 

ensnared in an abusive relationship, and Joshua finds himself trying to deal with 

the challenges of finding peace at home and at school where he is bullied for his 

differences.  Both funny at times and touching, Mr. Safran proves to be a 

mesmerizing narrator and a resilient individual.   

 Joshua Safran is an attorney, writer, speaker, and occasional rabbi. As an 

advocate for victims of domestic violence, his seven-year struggle to release a 

wrongfully-imprisoned battered woman from prison was featured in the film, 

Crime After Crime. He currently resides in Oakland. 

 The Montclair Branch is located at 1687 Mountain Boulevard. Copies of 

Free Spirit will be available for purchase and signing, courtesy of A Great Good 

Place for Books. For further information about this free event, please call (510) 

482-7810.   
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