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Oakland Public Library Announces  

4th Annual Youth Poet Laureate Competition 

 

Oakland, CA – Calling all teen poets from the page to the stage, the 4th annual 

Oakland Youth Poet Laureate competition kicks off next week with an open call for 

applications from teens (age 13–18) that live or attend school in Oakland.  

 

Hosted by the Oakland Public Library, in partnership with Youth Speaks Inc., Pro 

Arts Gallery, and more than a dozen community partners, the Youth Poet Laureate 

program represents an unprecedented citywide effort to celebrate literacy through 

poetry and center youth voices in Oakland’s thriving arts scene. Once named, the 

contest winner will receive a $5,000 college scholarship and serve as a citywide 

ambassador for literacy, arts and youth expression. 

 

Youth, parents, and teachers can learn more and apply online at: 

http://youthspeaks.org/poetlaureate, or contact Lana Adlawan, Supervising 

Librarian for Teen Services at 510-238-7613 or oaklandpoets@gmail.com.  All 

applications must be received by April 3, 2015. 

 

Finalists will be announced in May and the 2015 Oakland Youth Poet Laureate will 

be named in July during the Beast Crawl Literary Festival in Oakland.  

 

The Youth Poet Laureate program is supported by a broad coalition of partner 

agencies across the Bay Area: Oakland Public Library, Youth Speaks Inc., Pro Arts, 

Oakland Unified School District, Oakland School of the Arts, California Poets in 

the Schools, Youth Radio, Chapter 510, Write-to-Read and Alameda County 

Library, Mills College Community Teaching Project, Generations Literary Journal, 

Beast Crawl, and the Friends of the Oakland Public Library.   

 

For additional information, please contact Lana Adlawan, Supervising Librarian for 

Teen Services at 510-238-7613 or oaklandpoets@gmail.com.   
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