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 News from: Office of the City Administrator 

 

Media Advisory: 

June 24, 2014 

 

Oakland firefighter injured during drill at 

Oakland International Airport 

 

OAKLAND – A firefighter was seriously injured this morning at the Oakland 

International Airport when a vehicle he was driving rolled over during a drill. 

 

The incident occurred at 11:43 a.m. during a simulated red alert drill to test 

emergency response time to incidents on the airport grounds. The firefighter was 

driving alone in an Aircraft Rescue Fire Fighting rig, or ARFF, a vehicle 

equipped to carry 3,000 gallons of water and 420 gallons of foam. The vehicle 

rolled during a turn in front of the Oakland Maintenance Center, formerly known 

as the United Airlines Hanger. 

 

The firefighter was not thrown from the vehicle, but he sustained life-threatening 

injuries. He was taken to a nearby hospital where he is listed in critical 

condition. No other injuries or property damage were reported. 

 

The firefighter is a 28-year veteran of the Oakland Fire Department who is 

assigned to the airport. Officials are still contacting his family, and the City will 

not release further information about him at this time. 

 

The airport remains open and its operations have not been impacted by the 

incident. 

 

The incident is currently under investigation. We will provide updates as they 

become available. 
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