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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
April 15, 2014 
 
Economic Empowerment Tour for LGBT 
Communities of Color Comes To Oakland 
April 21-22 
 
Oakland, CA – Many Faces. One Dream., an economic empowerment tour for 
lesbian, gay, bisexual and transgender (LGBT) communities of color comes to the 
Oakland Marriott City Center on Monday, April 21 & Tuesday, April 22. The event 
brings a focus on the communities’ economic power, innovation and creativity in the 
small business sphere. Workshops, one-on-one and small group counseling, and a 
Business Resources Expo with local community partners are on the agenda, along with 
seminars on strategic planning, access to capital, social media, and more.  
 
“As a progressive, welcoming community that celebrates diversity, Oakland is an ideal 
location for LGBT entrepreneurs,” said Oakland Mayor Jean Quan. “The economic 
and social investments that come from Many Faces. One Dream. will further enhance 
Oakland’s position as a hub of minority economic empowerment and spur our city’s 
growth.” Oakland’s position as an important LGBT hub was affirmed in January 2014, 
when The Advocate named Oakland as the 9th Gayest City in America.  
 
A partnership between the National Black Justice Coalition (NBJC) and the U.S. 
Small Business Administration (SBA), Many Faces. One Dream. (MFOD) is an 
innovative approach to creating sustainable economic opportunities in the LGBT 
community by spurring entrepreneurial ventures.   
 
Joining Mayor Quan to welcome participants at the Opening Session for MFOD will 
be Mark Quinn, District Director, San Francisco District Office, SBA; Darryl Moore, 
City of Berkeley Councilmember (District 2) and NBJC Chair; and Oakland City 
Councilmember At-Large Rebecca Kaplan. 
 
Participants at MFOD will be grouped into two tracks: “Starting Your Business” and 
“Taking Your Business to the Next Level.” In the first track, training will be provided 
on the key elements of a business plan, loans, marketing and SBA’s programs and 
services. The second track will be geared toward LGBT firms that are currently in 
business but want to expand and grow.  
 
The event planners have rolled out an impressive cadre of presenters. Eugene 
Cornelius, Deputy Associate Administrator, in the SBA’s Office of the Field 
Operations will deliver the keynote address on Monday. Jason Holstein, Managing 
Director of the Golden Gate Business Association, will also make remarks during 
Monday's keynote luncheon. Other national speakers are on tap including Sam 
McClure, Vice President of Affiliate Relations & External Affairs at the National Gay 
& Lesbian Chamber of Commerce. 
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The Business Resource Marketplace will run from Noon to 7 p.m. on Monday and 10 
a.m. to 1:30 p.m. on Tuesday and will be a venue for LGBT-owned businesses of color 
to have access to the resources and tools needed to grow and sustain their enterprise. 
Counseling organizations that will be on hand include the Procurement Technology 
Assistance Center, SOCRE, Small Business Development Center, U.S. Export 
Assistance Center, SBA and Women Business Center. 
 
Despite the challenges gay and transgender people face, LGBT communities of color 
represent a growing segment of aspiring entrepreneurs and business owners. Rich with 
ideas and talent, LGBT men and women are creating and leading their own companies. 
MFOD expands the conversation from economic security to economic empowerment 
and bankability. 
 
Registration for the two-day event is $25. To register for MFOD in Oakland, visit 
manyfacesonedream.com/oaklandsan-francisco.  
 
In addition to the NBJC and SBA, other Tour partners include the National Gay & 
Lesbian Chamber of Commerce and Black Enterprise. The City of Oakland is a 
Community Outreach Partner for the Oakland/Bay Area Many Faces. One Dream. 
Tour. 
 
About Many Faces. One Dream.  
An LGBT economic empowerment tour for communities of color that will address 
some of the unique stumbling blocks to success that are faced by LGBT people, such 
as lack of visibility and access to capital. The tour will travel to 13 major cities 
throughout the country that have a significant LGBT presence in communities of 
color, including Atlanta, Chicago, Detroit, Ft. Lauderdale/Miami, Houston, 
Indianapolis, Los Angeles, New Orleans, New York City, Newark, Oakland/San 
Francisco, Philadelphia and Washington, DC. manyfacesonedream.com  
 

#     #     # 
 

 

http://www.manyfacesonedream.com/

