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City of Oakland 
Cultural Arts & Marketing Division 

Public Art Advisory Committee (PAAC)  
Minutes 

April 8, 2013 
              
 
Members Present:   Judy Moran (co-chair), Nick Dong, Jennifer Easton, Andrew Woodd (co-chair) 
Excused:  Kevin Chen, Allison Cummings, Joyce Hsu 
Absent:   
Staff Present:  Steven Huss, Cultural Arts Manager; Kristen Zaremba, Senior Public Art Project 

Manager  
Guests: Zarouhie Abdalian, Jenny Gheith, Debra Koppman, Alan Leon, Jessica Woznak, 

Kathleen Russell, Bruce Stoffmacher  
 
Meeting Chair: J. Moran 
 
1. Meeting called to order at 5:38 p.m. without a quorum. 
2. Open Forum:  
3. Minutes: Motion to approve the minutes for the February 4, 2013 meeting was tabled due to 

lack of quorum.  
4. Action Item: SFMOMA 2012 SECA Art Award Recipient Zarouhie Abdalian Project. Senior 

Public Art Project Manager Kristen Zaremba introduced Oakland artist Zarouhie Abdalian and 
SFMOMA representatives Jessica Woznak, Co-Director of Exhibitions, and Jenny Gheith, 
Assistant Curator. The artist and SFMOMA staff presented the artist’s proposal for a site-specific 
sound / installation project, to be centered in downtown Oakland and Frank Ogawa Plaza. K. 
Zaremba noted that City staff visited the prospective sites with the artist and SFMOMA staff to 
ensure that the selected sites would be feasible. The project, which is intended to draw attention to 
and celebrate a sense of place in the plaza and adjacent downtown streets, will consist of five 
traditional ship’s bells situated on building rooftops, programmed to ring simultaneously but each 
with a unique score, at random times of day. PAAC members expressed support and enthusiasm 
for the project, but requested additional information on signage and outreach plans to the broader 
community and passersby (beyond SFMOMA and arts community) and expressed concerns 
regarding the impact on the local bird population. The artist noted the bells will be quieter than the 
Tribune Tower bells and therefore should not have a negative impact on birds. Additionally, 
SFMOMA staff noted that they would be developing a signage and outreach plan, including a 
possible audio guide, resulting in a publication at the end of the project. Motion tabled due to 
lack of quorum. 

5. Action Item: Shattuck Avenue Gateway Public Art Proposal by Alan Leon. Cultural Arts 
Manager Steven Huss reintroduced the proposal, noting that PAAC had previously reviewed it and 
had requested an update on the artists’ designs after a second community meeting. The artist 
presented his updated designs and reported that the community was supportive of the project. He 
noted that the work would be restricted to support columns, and therefore would not require any 
lane closures to execute the work. PAAC members questioned whether the text would all be legible 
at the proposed locations/heights and suggested that the artists rely more on his imagery than on 
text or integrated poetry. The artist stated that he feels a strong affinity for integration of text and 
images and wanted to keep both elements. He proposed placing it at a height that would deter 
graffiti but still be visible to pedestrians and motorists (when at a stop). PAAC members expressed 
support for the project and artist’s intent, and encouraged the artist to include additional culturally 
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specific poetry or quotations before finalizing the designs. Motion tabled due to lack of quorum. 
6. Action Item: Cultural Funding Program Individual Artist Grantee Debra Koppman Project. 

K. Zaremba introduced the artist Debra Koppman, and referred PAAC members to the staff report 
and artist application. K. Zaremba stated that this artist has successfully completed other projects 
reviewed by the PAAC, in the Dimond district, and has obtained all the required approvals and 
support for the undertaking. Ms. Koppman described the project, which will include painted and 
mosaic components on the exterior of a PG&E substation entrance. The project will help to 
connect the various projects Ms. Koppman has completed in the Dimond district, including the 
Farmer Joe’s mural and Sequoia Elementary mosaics. Kathleen Russell, representing the Dimond 
Improvement Association, and Bruce Stoffmacher from Councilmember Schaaf’s office both 
spoke to express support for the project. J. Easton noted she lives in the area and supports the 
artist’s endeavors. PAAC members further complimented the design, including the border detail, 
and encouraged the artist not to rely so heavily on literal text to convey the message “I Love 
Dimond,” but rather to convey that sentiment through the process, including the community 
outreach, and artwork iconography already incorporated into the design. Motion tabled due to 
lack of quorum.  

7. Informational: Public Art Advisory Committee Vacancies. S. Huss reported that staff is now 
considering new nominees to fill PAAC vacancies. Prospective candidates include Joaquin 
Alejandro Newman, Daniel Galvez, Mike Henderson, Amana Johnson, Brian Tedrick, and Umi 
Vaughn. PAAC members supported the nominations, but noted that those with more relevant skill 
sets would be the best candidates. Motion: Motion was tabled due to lack of quorum. 

8. Informational: Staff updates on pending and completed projects.  
A. Uptown Art Park: Opening event April 5, 2013: S. Huss thanked committee members for 
attending the opening event, and reported that the project has generated positive press and 
feedback from City senior staff. PAAC members commended Public Art staff on their work and 
noted the decision to curate around a theme for the current exhibition worked successfully and 
should be considered for future installations. All believe it will become a positive gathering spot in 
the Uptown. J. Moran noted that the successful procurement of the NEA grant was also to be 
commended. 
B. Measure DD: Lakeside Green Streets: K. Zaremba reported that a June 9th dedication of the 
new Lake Merritt Boulevard (12th Street Bridge) is now being planned to coincide with a Sunday 
Streets (bicycle and pedestrian event). Promotion of all the Measure DD Public Art projects 
completed or in progress, including the Lakeside Green Streets project, will be incorporated into 
the event. 

9. Other Business: None. 
10. Announcements: None. 
11. Agenda Building: (A) Vote on committee nominees. (B) Ongoing current and new project 

updates. 
12. Adjournment: Meeting adjourned at 7:25 without a motion.  


