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City of Oakland 
Cultural Arts & Marketing Division 

Public Art Advisory Committee (PAAC)  
Minutes 

September 17, 2012 
              
 
Members Present:  Judy Moran (co-chair), Andrew Woodd (co-chair), Kevin Chen, Allison 

Cummings, Nick Dong, Jennifer Easton*, Joyce Hsu 
Excused:  
Absent:  Damon Powell 
Staff Present:  Steven Huss, Cultural Arts Manager; Kristen Zaremba, Senior Public Art Project 

Manager  
Guests: None 
 
* Indicates partial meeting attendance  
 
Meeting Chair: A. Woodd 
 
1. Meeting called to order at 5:35 p.m. 
2. Open Forum: No speakers. 
3. Minutes:  

a. J. Moran moved to approve the minutes of the June 4, 2012 meeting. N. Dong 
seconded. Motion passed unanimously.  

b. A. Cummings moved to approve the minutes of the July 2, 2012 meeting. A. 
Woodd seconded. Motion passed unanimously. 

4. Action Item: Proposition 84 – West Oakland Youth Center Public Art Project – Final Artist 
Recommendation. Cultural Arts Manager Steven Huss referred committee members to the staff 
report, summarized the community selection panel meeting and presented examples of the work of 
the selected artists. The current estimated completion date for the project is April 2013, with a 
scheduled facility opening for the summer. The goal and challenge of the project is to create a ‘safe 
zone’ for youth from the different neighborhoods in West Oakland. Panelists felt this team 
composed of two finalist teams that elected to join together voluntarily would successfully rise to 
the challenge. In response to PAAC questions Huss confirmed that the teams have experience with 
outreach and community engagement, and would ultimately engage youth in both the design and 
execution of the work. PAAC supported the panel’s encouragement to the artists to embrace a 
youthful style and theme in their design approach. Motion: J. Moran moved to approve the 
recommendation of the artist team of True Colors with lead artists Juana Alicia Araiza and 
Trust Your Struggle Collective with lead artist Erin Yoshi (Oakland) to be commissioned in 
an amount up to $75,000 in Proposition 84 public art funds to create public art for the West 
Oakland Youth Center Project. J. Hsu seconded. Motion passed unanimously. 

5. Informational: Discussion regarding establishing limitations on multiple commissions. Staff 
and committee members discussed the value and need to adopt a policy regarding artists receiving 
multiple commissions. The policies adopted by San Francisco and San Jose were discussed. Staff 
agreed to develop some recommendations.   

6. Discussion: Nominees for current and pending PAAC vacancies; review skills matrix. PAAC 
reviewed the current vacancies and upcoming term limits for current PAAC members. Currently 
there are two vacancies and one member terming off. Committee members discussed the current 
recommendations and merits of various nominees to fill vacant seats. Staff will bring forward the 
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current recommendations for a vote at the next meeting and continue to invite PAAC members to 
nominate additional candidates.   

7. Discussion: Nominees for Uptown Art Park Opening Exhibition Selection Panel. S. Huss 
reported that the construction of the project is underway, and the Black Rock Arts Foundation 
(BRAF) “Bike Bridge” sculpture is tentatively planned for installation mid-late October. A 
dedication event is being planned. BRAF would like to propose a soft opening for their sculpture 
shortly after installation, but City managers prefer to tie in with a First Friday event for November 
or December. The deadline for artists’ submissions is September 18th. Staff will convene a panel 
with PAAC members to review the submissions prior to making recommendations on next steps. 
Judy Moran, Nick Dong and Joyce Hsu volunteered to participate in the review process prior to the 
October 1, 2012 PAAC meeting. 

8. Informational: Staff updates on pending and completed projects.  
A. Street Tattoo mural by Daniel Galvez on Caltrans Property: S. Huss reported that the 

mural, which was already in poor condition due to water damage, has been heavily tagged and 
beyond repair. The artist, Mr. Galvez, agrees that he would like the artwork to be removed, and 
provided his permission in writing to the City and Caltrans. City staff has also located a copy 
of the Caltrans permit verifying that the application was submitted by the City originally. Staff 
will continue to work with Public Works and Caltrans to identify the most cost-effective and 
efficient way to remove the mural. Senior Public Art Project Manager Kristen Zaremba queried 
if the artist had any photo documentation of the murals, which might be appropriate to display 
in honor of the original work, as originally suggested by ex-PAAC member Deb Lozier. 

B. BART 17th Street Gateway Project: Kristen Zaremba reported that the project schedule has 
been delayed while the construction project must be re-bid. There is a proposal to treat the 
glass cladding element, designed by the project architects Sasaki Associates in collaboration 
with artist Dan Corson, as an add-alternate due to the expense estimates supplied by the one 
responsive contractor’s bid. Staff and PAAC discussed alternative ways to facilitate and ensure 
that the glass elements be maintained in the project. Due to these delays the estimated 
completion is now Spring 2013.  

C. Measure DD: Lakeside Green Streets Project: K. Zaremba reported that she presented an 
update to the Measure DD Coalition on July 17, 2012, regarding various Measure DD projects 
including the selection of Wowhaus for this project. Subsequently the artists have been 
conducting site visits and speaking with community members and Lake Merritt users at various 
times during the week and weekends to gather information before developing a concept. They 
will present their initial concept at the next PAAC meeting. 

D. MacArthur Streetscape Gateways Project: A shortlist of artists has been developed and 
invited to update credentials for a panel review. Staff is still recruiting community panelists but 
plans to convene the first panel shortly. 

9. Discussion: Outline agenda for October 1, 2012 mini-retreat. Due to the need to address 
business at the October 1 meeting, PAAC agreed to reschedule the mini-retreat for another date to 
be determined. 

10. Other Business: None. 
11. Announcements: None. 
12. Agenda Building: (A) Create a diverse pool of nominees for Committee vacancies. (B) Present 

Measure DD: Lakeside Green Streets Conceptual Design by Wowhaus. 
13. Adjournment: J. Easton moved to adjourn the meeting at 7:00 p.m. J. Moran seconded. 

Motion passed unanimously. 
 


