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City of Oakland 
Cultural Arts & Marketing Division 

Public Art Advisory Committee (PAAC) Meeting 
Minutes 

September 13, 2010  
              
 
Members Present:  Joyce Hsu, Carole Jeung, Deborah Lozier (co-chair), Judy Moran, Andrew 

Woodd (co-chair)   
Excused: Jennifer Easton, Jacqueline Boggan (Cultural Affairs Commission liaison), Julie 

Trosper 
Absent:  Chris De Benedetti (Cultural Affairs Commission liaison) 
Staff Present:  Steven Huss, Cultural Arts Manager; Kristen Zaremba, Assistant Public Art 

Coordinator 
Guests: Richard Cowan, Kristi Holohan, Debbie Koppman, Amanda Lockwood  
 
Meeting Chair: Andrew Woodd 
 
1. Meeting called to order at 5:45 p.m. 
 
2. Open Forum: No speakers. 
 
3. Minutes: A. Woodd moved to approve the minutes of the July 12, 2010 PAAC Meeting. J. 

Moran seconded. Motion passed unanimously. J. Moran moved to approve the minutes of 
the August 2, 2010 PAAC Meeting. A. Woodd seconded. Motion passed unanimously.  

 
4. Action: Review and Approve Portable Mural Artworks for Allendale Park, Josie de la Cruz 

Park, San Antonio Park and Tassafaronga Recreation Center, Partially Funded by 2009-10 
Oakland Cultural Funding Program Grant, Presentation. Artist Kristi Holohan presented 
design concepts for four portable mural artworks to be sited in various Oakland Parks and 
Recreation (OPR) facilities. Assistant Public Art Coordinator Kristen Zaremba referred PAAC 
members to Ms. Holohan’s submitted proposal documentation. The artist was awarded a Cultural 
Funding Program Individual Artist Grant of $4,999 and has received an extension from that 
program to complete this project. Ms. Holohan has worked with the staff at each facility to 
develop concepts for a range of site-specific designs engaging the individual facility users, which 
will result in portable works generally 3 feet by 4 feet 7 inches in size, on marine-grade plywood 
and mounted to fences or walls adjacent to the facilities. The artist will take responsibility for 
maintenance of the work for five years, after which time their condition will be assessed on a 
case-by-case basis.  

The design for Josie de la Cruz Park has been approved by the Parks and Recreation Advisory 
Committee (PRAC). Approvals of the others are pending, but generally OPR staff is supportive 
of the projects. Ms. Holohan expressed some confusion as to the appropriate sequence for review 
of public art projects on OPR property, particularly when the work will be generated in 
conjunction with local community on site. K. Zaremba clarified that all proposals should be first 
presented to OPR and Public Art staff first to address questions or concerns and garner OPR 
administrative staff support, then presented to PAAC for conditional design review, then to 
PRAC for final approval. PAAC members D. Lozier and J. Hsu recommended that Ms. Holohan 
develop a presentation method for future projects including preliminary sketches and images of 
past work to support her community-driven working process. The PAAC requested that Ms. 
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Holohan provide final documentation of all four projects for PAAC review once the work was 
completed.  Motion: J. Moran moved to approve the four conceptual proposals presented by 
Kristi Holohan for portable mural artworks at Allendale Park, Josie de la Cruz Park, San 
Antonio Park and Tassafaronga Recreation Center, contingent upon approval from 
Oakland Parks and Recreation and the Parks and Recreation Advisory Committee. J. Hsu 
seconded. Motion passed unanimously. 
 

5. Action: Review and Approve a Mural Proposal for Farmer Joe’s Wall (Dimond District) by 
Artists Debbie Koppman and Amanda Lockwood, Developed as a Semi-Finalist Proposal 
for Open Proposals 2009-10, and to be Partially Funded with Councilmember Quan’s 
PayGo Funds. Ms. Koppman presented the design mockup for a mural to be executed by the 
artist team and inspired by the students’ artwork at the nearby Sequoia Elementary School. The 
artists developed the design as finalists for the Open Proposals program. They have since 
received a grant from Oaklandish and funding from Councilmember Jean Quan’s office to 
execute the work. The subject of the mural is the history of the neighborhood, segmented into 
themes. The artwork will be executed with traditional mural Novacolor paints directly applied to 
the building exterior and sealed with an anti-graffiti coating. PAAC members complimented the 
artists on their design, noting that the juxtaposition of black-and-white line drawings with three-
dimensional colored renderings added interest to the composition. Additionally, they encouraged 
the artists to develop the ‘totem pole’ motif on each of the columns separating the panels. K. 
Zaremba noted that the artists should be sure to have a written agreement with the property 
owners acknowledging their respective responsibilities regarding maintenance and longevity of 
the artwork. Both artists live in the neighborhood and hope to complete the work this fall. 
Motion: C. Jeung moved to approve the mural proposal for the Farmer Joe’s market 
exterior wall in the Dimond District by artists Debbie Koppman and Amanda Lockwood. J. 
Moran seconded. Motion passed unanimously. 
  

6. Informational: Discussion of Pending Projects for Development of 2011 Public Art Project 
Plan. Postponed to a later PAAC meeting. 

 
7. Staff Updates: 

a. Public Art Academy: The regional Public Art Academy offered in 2009 will be condensed 
for a series of three ‘webinars’ via Americans for the Arts (AFTA), on September 29, October 
13 and November 3, 2010. S. Huss will present the first session with artists Amy 
Trachtenberg and Sam Rodriguez. The webinars are free for AFTA members. In addition, 
staff are working with the Alameda County Arts Commission to co-sponsor free broadcasts of 
the webinars for local artists at county offices. Oakland staff will attend these broadcasts to 
answer questions after each presentation.  

b. BART 17th Street Gateway Project: S. Huss reported that ongoing meetings with BART 
have led to an impasse with the artist’s two proposed concepts presented to PAAC at the 
August 2010 meeting. Despite their presence at earlier meetings where the general concept 
goals were discussed, BART representatives are apprehensive about supporting a proposal 
including overhead artwork or any type of canopy, based on negative experiences at other 
BART stations with artwork installed overhead, citing pigeons and other maintenance 
problems. Therefore, the formal vote that was postponed to the current PAAC meeting is not 
necessary. S. Huss and K. Zaremba have asked Mr. Corson to consider developing a new 
concept and he has agreed to do so. The new preliminary design concept will be shared with 
PAAC at the October meeting, and subsequently with BART, before a final vote can be taken 
in November. Staff indicated that if BART cannot support the new concept they may 
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recommend not moving forward with a project at this site. Community & Economic 
Development Agency staff have indicated that they are supportive of the Public Art Program 
and would ask the project designers, Sasaki Associates, to wait until November before 
proceeding with final schematic design. PAAC members expressed disappointment and 
agreed that if a successful project cannot be realized at this site they would support 
redirecting Mr. Corson’s commission to another site in the Uptown district. 

c. Fire Station 18: The final component of artist Laurel True’s project, a tile photo and mosaic 
work for the station’s interior courtyard is now installed. K. Zaremba shared images of the 
work and noted that the fire station crew was thrilled with this mural and complimented the 
artist on her work.  

d. East Oakland Community Library: The new library is back on schedule to be completed 
by late 2010 or early 2011. The “Our Oakland” website photo contest concluded with a well-
attended ceremony for contest winners at the Eastmont Brach Library on August 28, 2010. 
The 1st, 2nd and 3rd place winners are featured on the website and will be displayed at the new 
library once it opens. Artist Rene Yung, K. Zaremba and Oakland Public Library (OPL) staff 
are working with the project architects on final details for the interactive ‘pod’, and will be 
transitioning the website over to OPL before the new branch opens. 

e. Great Wall: Project Bandaloop, a local aerial dance company, conducted a live rehearsal on 
the Great Wall site during First Fridays, followed by documentary films of their past 
performances. The event was very well attended and garnered additional enthusiasm for the 
project site. 

 
8. Agenda Building: Staff will return with revised 17th Street BART Gateway concepts for 

preliminary review, and provide updates on Measure DD projects and Open Proposals projects, 
and the first draft of the 2011 Public Art Annual Plan. 

 
9. Adjournment: C. Jeung moved to adjourn the meeting at 7:30 p.m. J. Hsu seconded. 

Motion passed unanimously. 
 
 
 


