MAKKEWEKS
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APRIL, 2016



Lake Merritt, once a tidal marsh system and estuary with an inlet to the Bay, was home to a variety of
wildlife including leopard sharks and bat rays. Sightings of these creatures likely inspired the
stories of sea monsters in the Lake. Such stories originated with the Ohlone and persist in our

imagination today.

As Lake Merritt’s habitat is enhanced and tidal exchange increases, marine wildlife will become
more abundant. Makkeweks is an homage to the Lake’s renewal and a harkening of the return
of resident fauna. Inspired by the bat ray, leopard shark, pipefish and goby, Makkeweks is a sea
monster, perhaps as imagined by the Ohlone or by early European settlers, or by future generations

upon glimpsing a mysterious fin or hump rising from the estuary.
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To help contextualize Makkeweks, the sculpture will be complemented by a series of photo-etched granite
“portals” integrated into the hardscape, depicting marine life supported in Lake Merritt.
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Reduction of two travel lanes
with the addition of bike lanes.
Remove 10 parking spots east
side to 19th Street for raingar-
den, curb cuts and swale
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SAMPLE OF ETCHED GRANITE — WOWHAUS EMERYVILLE GREENWAY PUBLIC ART




ETCHED GRANITE PORTAL LOCATIONS
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Size: 10” diameter
Photo-etched granite panel
Etched stainless steel ring set flush with concrete



Size: 10” diameter
Photo-etched granite panel
Etched stainless steel ring set flush with concrete



PARANTHURA ELEGANS




DIADUMENE LINNEATA



HEMIGRAPSUS OREGONENSIS (NATIVE)



MESCULITA SENHOUSIA



POLYCERA HEDGPETHI (NATIVE)



PYROMAIA TUBERCULATA (NATIVE)



TUBE WORM



TYPOSYLLIS NIPPONICA
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MAKKEWEKS
‘Makkeweks’: Oblone/Rumoen for ‘sea monster’

Lake Merritt, once a tidal marsh system and estuary
with an inlet to the Bay, was home to a variety of
wildlife including leopard sharks and bat rays.
Sightings of these creatures likely inspired the
stories of sea monsters in the Lake. Such stories
originated with the Ohlone and persist in our
imagination today.

As Lake Merritt’s habitat is enhanced and tidal
exchange increases, marine wildlife will become
more abundant. Makkeweks is an homage to

the Lake's renewal and a harkening of a robust
population of resident fauna. Inspired by the

bat ray, leopard shark, pipefish and goby,
Makkeweks is a seamonster, perhaps as imagined
by the Ohlone or by early European settlers, or
by future generations upon glimpsing a mysterious

fin or hump rising from the estuary.




OTHER WOWHAUS BRONZE SCULPTURE COMMISSIONS
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